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Statement on Remuneration
and Members’ Fees

General

The Board complies with the guidelines covering the payment
of fees to the Chairperson and other members of the Board
set out in the Code of Practice for the Governance of State
Bodies. The Board implements wage increases in accordance
with sanction from the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government. It does not depart from
Government pay policy in any way.

Members’ Fees and Expenses

The salary of the Chairperson, under section 105(14)(a) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, is set at the same salary
as is paid to a judge of the High Court. The salary of the post
of Deputy Chairperson is set at a rate equivalent to a
maximum of the salary scale for an Assistant Secretary in the
Civil Service. The salary of other members is set at a rate
equivalent to the minimum of the Assistant Secretary scale in
the Civil Service.

The Chairperson is paid a fixed car allowance and a
representational allowance at levels sanctioned by the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government in 1994.

One member qualified for special expenses. The expenses,
which were sanctioned by the Minister of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government with the consent of the
Minister for Finance, cover costs associated with travel from
home to Dublin, and accommodation in Dublin.

There are no fees paid to Board Members.

John O’Connor Brian Hunt
Chairperson Deputy Chairperson

16 July 2008

Ráiteas ar Luach Saothair agus Táillí na
gComhaltaí

Ginearálta

Tá treoirlínte a chlúdaíonn íocaíocht táillí leis an
gCathaoirleach agus comhaltaí eile den Bhord leagtha amach
sa Chód Cleachtais do Rialachas Comhlachtaí Stáit géillte
dóibh ag an mBord. Feidhmíonn an Bord arduithe pá de réir
cheada ón Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais
Áitiúil. Ní imíonn sé ó pholasaí pá an Rialtais in aon slí.

Costais agus Táillí na gComhaltaí

Tá pá an Chathaoirligh, faoi alt 105(14)(a) den Acht um
Phleanáil agus Forbairt 2000 socraithe mar an bpá céanna a
íoctar le breitheamh Ard-Chúirte. Tá pá an phoist de Leas-
Chathaoirleach socraithe ag ráta atá ar chomhard leis an
uasmhéid de scála pá Rúnaí Cúnta sa Státseirbhís. Tá pá
comhaltaí eile socraithe ag ráta atá ar chomhard leis an
íosmhéid do Rúnaí Cúnta sa Státseirbhís.

Íoctar liúntas gluaisteáin seasta leis an gCathaoirleach agus
liúntas ionadach ar leibhéil a cheadaigh an Roinn Comhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil i 1994.

Cháiligh comhalta amháin do chostais speisialta. Clúdaíonn
na costais, a bhí ceadaithe ag an Aire Comhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil, le toiliú an Aire Airgeadais,
na costais a bhaineann le taisteal ón mbaile go Baile Átha
Cliath, agus lóistín i mBaile Átha Cliath.

Ní íoctar aon táillí le Comhaltaí den Bhord.

Seán Ó Conchúir Brian Hunt
Cathaoirleach Leas-Chathaoirleach

16 Iúil 2008
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Statement of Board’s Responsibilities

Section 117(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000
requires the Board to prepare financial statements in such
form as may be approved by the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, after
consultation with the Minister for Finance. In preparing those
financial statements, the Board is required to:-

select suitable accounting policies and then apply
them consistently,

make judgements and estimates that are reasonable
and prudent,

prepare the financial statements on the going concern
basis, and

state whether applicable accounting standards have
been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements.

The Board is responsible for keeping proper books of account
which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the
financial position of the Board and which enable it to ensure
that the financial statements comply with section 117(1) of
the 2000 Act. The Board is also responsible for safeguarding
the assets of the Board and hence for taking reasonable steps
for the prevention and detection of fraud and other
irregularities.

The books of account are kept at the Board’s headquarters at
64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1.

John O’Connor Brian Hunt
Chairperson Deputy Chairperson

16 July 2008

Ráiteas faoi Dhualgais an Bhoird

Tá sé riachtanach de réir Ailt 117(1) den Acht um Phleanáil
agus Forbairt 2000 don Bhord ráitis airgeadais a ullmhú ina
leithéid de shlí agus a cheadódh an tAire Comhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil, i ndiaidh dul i gcomhairle
leis an Aire Airgeadais. In ullmhú na ráitis airgeadais, tá ar an
mBord:

polasaithe cuntasaíochta oiriúnacha a roghnú agus
ansin iad a chur i bhfeidhm i slí seasmhach,

breithiúnais agus meastacháin a dhéanamh atá
réasúnta agus stuama,

ráitis airgeadais a ullmhú ar bhonn gnóthais leantach,
agus

sonrú an bhfuil caighdeán cuntasaíochta feidhmeach
leannta, géillsineach d’aon imeacht ábhartha
taispeánta agus mínithe sna ráitis airgeadais.

Tá an Bord freagrach maidir le leabhair chuntais chearta a
choimeád a thaispeánann le cruinneas réasúnta ag aon am
seasamh airgeadais an Bhoird agus a chuireann ar a chumas a
bheith ábalta a bheith géillsineach do Alt 117(1) den Acht
2000. Tá an Bord freagrach chomh maith as sócmhainní an
Bhoird a chosaint agus mar sin as céimeanna réasúnta a
thógáil chun camastaíl agus míriail eile a bhraith.

Coimeádtar na leabhair chuntais ag 64 Sráid Mhaoilbhríde,
Baile Átha Cliath 1.

Seán Ó Conchúir Brian Hunt
Cathaoirleach Leas-Chathaoirleach

16 Iúil 2008
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Ráiteas faoi Bheartais Chuntasaíochta

1. Ginearálta:

Bunaíodh an Bord faoi alt 3 den Acht Rialtais Áitiúil
(Pleanáil agus Forbairt) 1976.

Faoi na hachtanna um Phleanáil agus Fhorbartha 2000
go 2007, tá an Bord. freagrach as cinneadh iarratas i
gcomhair forbairt bonneagair straitéisigh ó 31 Eanáir
2007, achomhairc agus cúrsaí áirithe eile. Tá an Bord
freagrach chomh maith as plé le hachomhairc faoi na
hachtanna Rialaithe Tógála 1990 agus 2007, An tAcht
Rialtais Áitiúil (Truailliú Uisce), 1977 go 2007, agus An
tAcht um Thruailliú Aeir, 1987.

2. Bunús an Ullmhúcháin:

Tá na ráitis airgeadais ullmhaithe faoin modh
fabhraithe cuntasaíochta, mura bhfuil a mhalairt
taispeánta, agus maidir le gnáth phrionsabail
chuntasaíochta inghlactha faoin gcoinbhinsiún costais
stairiúil. Glactar le caighdeáin thuarascála airgeadais
molta ag comhlachtaí aitheanta cuntasaíochta, faoi
mar a thagann siad i bhfeidhm.

3. Deontas Oireachtais:

Déantar cuntasaíocht ar dheontais Oireachtais ar
bhonn fáltais airgid tirim.

Statement of Accounting Policies

1. General:

The Board was established under section 3 of the Local
Government (Planning and Development) Act 1976.

Under the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to
2007, the Board is responsible for the determination
of applications for strategic infrastructure
development from 31 January 2007, appeals and
certain other matters. The Board is also responsible
for dealing with appeals under the Building Control
Acts 1990 and 2007, the Local Government (Water
Pollution) Acts 1977 to 2007, and the Air Pollution Act
1987.

2. Basis of Preparation:

The financial statements are prepared under the
accruals method of accounting, except as otherwise
indicated, and in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles under the historical cost
convention. Financial reporting standards
recommended by the recognised accountancy bodies
are adopted, as they become operative.

3. Oireachtas Grant:

Oireachtas grants are accounted for on a cash receipt
basis.
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4. Táillí:

I 2007, bhí táillí seasta ag an mBord maidir le halt 144
den Acht um Phleanáil agus Forbairt 2000, mar atá
leasaithe, iníoctha chuig an mBord maidir le hiarratais
fhorbairt bhonneagair straitéisigh, agus maidir le
hachomhairc agus tarchuir faoin Acht. Íocadh táillí leis
an mBord chomh maith de réir rialachán déanta ag an
Aire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil faoi:

alt 10 den Acht Rialtais Áitiúil (Pleanáil agus
Forbairt) 1982,

alt 7 den Acht um Rialú Foirgníochta 1990, mar
atá leasaithe,,

ailt 6 agus 19 den Acht Rialtais Áitiúil (Truailliú
Uisce) 1977, mar atá leasuithe, agus

alt 35 den Acht um Thruailliú Aeir 1987

maidir le hachomhairc agus gnóthaí eile faoi na
hAchtanna seo. Taispeántar ioncam ó tháillí sna
cuntais mar aisíoc glan ar aisíocaíochtaí a déantar
maidir le hachomhairc neamhbhailí, tarchuir agus
cásanna eile.

5. Sócmhainní Seasta agus Dímheas:

Sócmhainní seasta,atá curtha síos ar luach stairiúil,
atá ag ísliú luacha ar an modh líne díreach ar ráta
bliantúil de 10% do fhoirgnimh ar léas agus 20% do
gach catagóir shócmhainne eile.

6. Cuntas Caipitiúil:

Déanann an Cuntas Caipitil ionadú ar an méid ioncaim
neamh-amúchta a úsáidtear chun sócmhainní seasta a
cheannach.

4. Fees:

In 2007, fees fixed by the Board in accordance with
section 144 of the Planning and Development Act
2000, as amended, were payable to the Board in
respect of strategic infrastructure development
applications, appeals and referrals under that Act.
Fees were also paid to the Board in accordance with
regulations made by the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government under:

section 10 of the Local Government (Planning and
Development) Act 1982,

section 7 of the Building Control Act 1990, as
ammended,

sections 6 and 19 of the Local Government (Water
Pollution) Act 1977, as amended, and

section 35 of the Air Pollution Act 1987

in respect of appeals and certain other matters under
those Acts. Fee income in the accounts is shown net of
refunds, which are made in respect of invalid appeals,
referrals and other cases.

5. Fixed Assets and Depreciation:

Fixed assets, which are stated at historical cost, are
depreciated using the straight-line method at an
annual rate of 10% for leasehold buildings and 20% for
all other asset categories.

6. Capital Account:

The Capital Account represents the unamortised
amount of income used to purchase fixed assets.
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7. Aoisliúntas:

Feidhmíonn an Bord scéim sochair sainmhínithe
aoisliúntais trí cheithre scéim neamhspleách ar leith,
is iad sin ná:

Scéim Aoisliúntais Fhoireann An Bhoird Phleanála
1986 go 2007

Scéim Pinsean Ranníocach Céilí agus Leanaí
Fhoireann An Bhoird Phleanála 1986

Scéim Aoisliúntais (Cathaoirleach agus Comhaltaí)
An Bhoird Phleanála 1986 go 2002

Scéim Pinsean Ranníocach Céilí agus Leanaí
(Cathaoirleach agus Comhaltaí) An Bhoird
Phleanála 1986 go 2002.

Tá an íocaíocht de shochair aoisliúntais le agus maidir
le fostaithe agus comhaltaí den Bhord foráilte do sna
scéimeanna aoisliúntais sochair sainmhínithe molta
ag an Aire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais
Áitiúil agus le cead an Aire Airgeadais faoi alt 119 den
Acht um Phleanáil agus Forbairt 2000.

Tá na scéimeanna maoinithe go bliantúil ar bhonn ‘íoc
mar a théann tú’ ó airgid ar fáil dó, lena n-áirítear
airgid ón státchiste curtha ar fáil ag an Roinn
Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil agus ó
ranníocaíochtaí asbhainte ó thuarastail na foirne.

Léiríonn costais aoisliúntais sochair aoisliúntais tuillte
ag comhaltaí agus baill foirne sa tréimhse agus tá siad
taispeánta glan de ranníocaíochtaí aoisliúntais na
foirne, a choimeádann an Bord. Aithnítear méid atá
comhsheasmhach leis an gcostas aoisliúntais mar
ioncam chomh fada agus is féidir é a aisghabháil, agus
á thacú le deontais faighte sa bhliain chun íocaíochtaí
aoisliúntais a íoc.

Tá gnóthachain agus caillteanais achtúire ag éirí ó
fhiachais scéime léirithe sa Ráiteas faoi Ghnóthachain
agus Caillteanais Aitheanta, agus aithnítear coigeartú
comhsheasmhach sa mhéid atá inaisghafa ó chistí an
Státchiste a sholáthraíonn an Roinn Comhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil.

7. Superannuation:

The Board operates defined benefit superannuation
schemes through the medium of four different
independent schemes namely:

An Bord Pleanála Staff Superannuation Scheme
1986 to 2006

An Bord Pleanála Staff Spouses’ and Children’s
Contributory Pension Scheme 1986

An Bord Pleanála (Chairman and Members)
Superannuation Scheme 1986 to 2003

An Bord Pleanála (Chairman and Members)
Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension
Scheme 1986 to 2002.

The payment of superannuation benefits to and in
respect of employees and members of the Board is
provided for in these defined benefit superannuation
schemes approved by the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government and
with the consent of the Minister for Finance under
section 119 of the Planning and Development Act
2000.

The schemes are funded annually on a pay-as-you-go
basis from monies available to the Board, including
monies from exchequer funds provided by the
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local
Government and from contributions deducted from
staff and members’ salaries.

Superannuation costs reflect superannuation benefits
earned by members and employees in the period and
are shown net of staff superannuation contributions,
which are retained by the Board. An amount
corresponding to the superannuation charge is
recognised as income to the extent that it is
recoverable, and offset by grants received in the year
to discharge superannuation payments.

Actuarial gains or losses arising on scheme liabilities
are reflected in the Statement of Total Recognised
Gains and Losses and a corresponding adjustment is
recognised in the amount recoverable from exchequer
funds provided by the Department of Environment,
Heritage and Local Government.
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Léiríonn fiachais aoisliúntais luach reatha íocaíochtaí
aoisliúntais don todhchaí atá tuillte ag fostaithe go dtí
seo. Léiríonn maoiniú aoisliúntais iarchurtha an
tsócmhainn chomhsheasmhach, a bheadh aisghafa i
dtréimhsí sa todhchaí ó chistí an Státchiste a
sholáthraíonn an Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus
Rialtais Áitiúil.

8. Costais Dlí:

Is é polasaí an Bhoird go níocfaí aon chostas dlíthiúil
tugtha ina gcoinne tar éis conclúid cásanna de bhun
Billí Costais faoi cháin. Is é polasaí an Bhoird chomh
maith a gcostais dlí féin bainteach le iarratais do
athbhreithniú breithiúnach ar chinneadh an Bhoird tar
éis cásanna a chur faoi bhráid na hArd- Chúirte nó an
Chúirt Uachtarach a íoc.

Déanfaidh an Bord, san áit go bhfuil sé praiticiúil,
iarracht a gcostais dlí ag éirí ó chaingean dlí a
athghabháil san áit go bhfuil costais molta ag na
Cúirteanna (féach nóta 11). Tá ioncam óna leithéid de
dháimhe curtha san áireamh ar bhonn fáltais airgid
tirim, agus déantar an méid aisghafa glan ar tháillí
caiteachais dhlíthiúla sa bhliain reatha.

Chomh maith leis sin, déantar costais amuigh a
dhíscríobh nuair a meastar nach féidir iad a fháil ar
ais.

9. Costais Léasa:

Is é polasaí an Bhoird gach costas coimhdeach a
bhaineann le 64 Sráid Mhaoilbhríde, Baile Átha Cliath
1 thar 10 bliana a dhíscríobh.

Superannuation liabilities represent the present value
of future superannuation payments earned by staff to
date. Deferred superannuation funding represents the
corresponding asset to be recovered in future periods
from exchequer funds provided by the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

8. Legal Costs:

It is the policy of the Board to discharge any legal
costs awarded against it following conclusion of cases
on foot of taxed Bills of Costs. It is also the policy of
the Board to discharge its own legal costs associated
with applications for judicial review of the Board’s
decisions following presentation of cases in the High
Court or Supreme Court.

The Board, where practicable, seeks recovery of its
legal costs arising out of legal actions where such
costs are awarded by the Courts (see Note 11). Income
from such awards is accounted for on a cash receipt
basis and the amount recovered is netted to legal
expenditure fees in the current year.

In addition, outstanding costs are written off when
they are deemed to be unrecoverable.

9. Lease Costs:

It is the policy of the Board to write off all ancillary
costs associated with the new lease at 64
Marlborough Street, Dublin 1 over 10 years.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
for year ended 31 December 2007

CUNTAS IONCAIM AGUS CAITEACHAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007
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2007 2006
€ €

Income: Ioncam:
Oireachtas Grant Deontas Oireachtais 15,990,000 13,609,000
Fees (Note 1) Táillí (Nóta 1) 2,920,897 2,169,156
Local Authority Projects Forchúiteamh Costais ar Thionscadail
Cost Recoupment an Rialtais Áitiúil 332,770 439,023

Miscellaneous Ilghnéitheach 8,988 6,847
Net Deferred Funding Maoiniú Glan Iarchurtha
for Superannuation (Note 3(b)) do Aoisliúntas (Nóta 3(b)) 3,603,000 3,964,000

Profit(Loss) on Disposal of Fixed Assets Brabús/Caillteanas ar
Shócmhainní Seasta a Chur de Láimh 0 130

22,845,655 20,188,156
Transfer (to)/from Tarchuir (go dtí)/ó
Capital Account (Note 9) Chuntas Caipitiúil (Nóta 9) 686,239 557,846

23,531,894 20,746,002

Expenditure: Caiteachas:
Salaries, Allowances and Tuarastail,Liúntais agus
Superannuation (Note 2) Aoisliúntas (Nóta 2) 14,695,339 12,745,942

Establishment Expenses (Note 4) Costais Bhunaíochta (Nóta 4) 3,424,856 2,938,040
Operating Expenses (Note 5) Costais Oibre (Nóta 5) 5,093,482 5,184,548
Total Expenditure Caiteachas Iomlán 23,213,677 20,868,530

Deficit for year Easnamh don bhliain 318,217 (122,528)

(Deficit) / Surplus brought forward (Easnamh) / Farasbarr tugtha ar aghaidh (133,639) (11,111)
Cumulative (Deficit) Carntha (Easnamh)
at 31 December ag an 31 Nollaig 184,578 (133,639)

Statement of Total Recognised Ráiteas ar Ghnóthachain
Gains & Losses agus Chaillteanais Aitheanta

Experience (loss) on superannuation (Caillteanais) taithí ar fhiachais
scheme liabilities na scéime aoisliúntais 1,530,000 (679,000)

Changes in assumptions underlying the present Athruithe in bhfoshuímh ag tacú le luach
value of superannuation scheme liabilities reatha fhiachais na scéime aoisliúntais (5,216,000) 2,253,000

Actuarial gain on Superannuation Gnóthachan achtúire
Liabilities (Note 3(f)) ar Fhiachais Aoisliúntais (Nóta 3(f)) (3,686,000) 1,574,000

Adjustment to Deferred Coigeartú ar Mhaoiniú
Superannuation Funding (Note 3(d)) Aoisliúntais Iarchurtha Nóta 3(d) 3,686,000 (1,574,000)

Surplus for year Farasbarr don bhliain 318,217 (122,528)

Total Recognised (loss) (Caillteanas) Aithnithe
for year Iomlán don bhliain 318,217 (122,528)

The Statement of Accounting Policies, Cash Flow Statement and Notes 1 to 16 form part of these financial statements.
Tá an Ráiteas ar Pholasaithe Cuntasaíochta, an Ráiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid agus Nótaí 1 go 16 ina bpáirt de na ráitis airgeadais
seo.

John O’Connor Padraic Thornton Seán Ó Conchúir Padraic Thornton
Chairperson Chief Officer Cathaoirleach Príomhoifigeach

16 July 2008 16 Iúil 2008
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BALANCE SHEET
as at 31 December 2007

CLÁR COMHARDAITHE
mar atá ar an 31 Nollaig 2007
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2007 2006
€ €

Fixed Assets (Note 6): Sócmhainní Seasta (Nóta 6) 2,842,710 3,528,949

Current Assets Sócmhainní Reatha

Debtors Féichiúnaithe agus
and Prepayments (Note 7) Réamh-íocaíochtaí (Nóta 7) 901,446 556,049

Cash in bank Airgead sa bhanc
and on hand agus ar láimh 611,589 1,298,645

1,513,035 1,854,694

Current Liabilities Fiachais Reatha

Sundry Creditors Il-Chreidiúnaithe agus Costais
and Accrued Expenses (Note 8) Fabhraithe (Nóta 8) (1,328,457) (1,988,333)

Net Current Liabilities Glanfhiachais Reatha 184,578 (133,639)

Total Assets Less Current Liabilities Sócmhainní Iomlána Lúide
before superannuation Fiachais Reatha roimh Aoisliúntas 3,027,288 3,395,310

Deferred Superannuation Funding Maoiniú Aoisliúntais Iarchurtha 62,309,000 62,392,000

Superannuation Liabilities (Note 3(e)) Fiachais Aoisliúntais (Nóta 3(e)) (62,309,000) (62,392,000)

Total Assets Less Current Liabilities Sócmhainní Iomlána
Lúide Fiachais Reatha 3,027,288 3,395,310

Represented by Léirithe ag

Capital Account (Note 9) Cuntas Caipitiúil (Nóta 9) 2,842,710 3,528,949

Income and Expenditure Account Cuntas Ioncaim agus Caiteachais 184,578 (133,639)

3,027,288 3,395,310

The Statement of Accounting Policies, Cash Flow Statement and Notes 1 to 16 form part of these financial statements.

Tá an Ráiteas ar Pholasaithe Cuntasaíochta, an Ráiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid agus Nótaí 1 go 16 ina bpáirt de na ráitis airgeadais
seo.

John O’Connor Padraic Thornton Seán Ó Conchúir Padraic Thornton
Chairperson Chief Officer Cathaoirleach Príomhoifigeach

16 July 2008 16 Iúil 2008
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CASH FLOW STATEMENT
for year ended 31 December 2007

RÁITEAS FAOI SHREABHADH AIRGID
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007
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Reconciliation of operating surplus/(deficit) to net cash inflow from operating activities

Réiteach farasbarr/(easnamh) oibríochta go hinsreabhadh glan ó gníomhaíochtaí oibríochta

2007 2006
€ €

Surplus(Deficit) for year Farasbarr (Easnamh) don bhliain 318,217 (122,528)

Movement on Capital Account Gluaiseacht ar Chuntas Caipitiúil (686,239) (557,846)

Depreciation Dímheas 771,785 788,719

(Increase) in debtors (Méadú) i bhféichiúnaithe (345,397) (84,919)

(Decrease)/Increase in creditors (Laghdú)/Méadú i gcreidiúnaithe (659,876) 428,835

Net Cash (Outflow)/Inflow (Eis-sreabhadh)/Insreabhadh Airgid Glan (601,510) 452,261

Cash Flow Statement Ráiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid

Net Cash (Outflow)/inflow from (Eis-sreabhadh)/Insreabhadh airgid glan
operating activities ó ghníomhaíochtaí oibríochta (601,510) 452,261

Capital Expenditure (net of Disposals) Costas Caipitiúil (glan ó Dhiúscairtí) (85,546) (230,873)

(Decrease)/Increase in cash (Laghdú)/Méadú in airgead tirim (687,056) 221,388

Reconciliation of net cash flow to Réiteach de shreabhadh airgid glan
movement in net funds go dtí gluaiseacht i gcistí glan

(Decrease)/Increase in cash in year (Laghdú)/Méadú in airgead tirim sa bhliain (687,056) 221,388

Net Funds at 1 January Cistí Glan ar 1 Eanáir 1,298,645 1,077,257

Net Funds at 31 December Cistí Glan ar 31 Nollaig 611,589 1,298,645

The Statement of Accounting Policies and Notes 1 to 16 form part of these Financial Statements.

Tá an Ráiteas ar Pholasaithe Cuntasaíochta agus Nótaí 1 go dtí 16 mar pháirt de na ráitis airgeadais seo.

John O’Connor Padraic Thornton Seán Ó Conchúir Padraic Thornton
Chairperson Chief Officer Cathaoirleach Príomhoifigeach

16 July 2008 16 Iúil 2008
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2007

Note 1 Ioncam Táille

2007 2006
€ €

Táille faighte i leith
achomharc agus tarchur. 3,376,319 2,579,401

Táillí a fuarthas maidir le
Forbairt Bonneagair
Straitéisigh 300,000 -

Aisíocanna (755,422) (410,245)

2,920,897 2,169,156

Nóta 2 Tuarastail agus Liúntais

Ag 31 Nollaig 2007, bhí an Bord comhdhéanta de
chathaoirleach agus 10 ngnáth-bhall, (deichniúr
mball ag deireadh 2006) de réir alt 104 den Acht
um Phleanáil agus Fhorbartha 2000, mar atá
leasaithe. Is ballraíocht lánaimsire atá ag an
mBord.

Ag 31 Nollaig 2007, bhí 170 fostaí cothrom le
lánaimsire ag an mBord, a raibh 10 i
mbainistíocht, 52.5 gairmiúil agus 107.5 riarthach.
Ba é meánlíon na bhfostaithe cothrom le
lánaimsire i rith na bliana ná 152.4 (138.8 i 2006).
Le linn 2007, níor tháinig aon mhéadú iontógáil na
gcásanna. Tháinig méadú 9% ar líon na gcásanna
cuireadh de láimh. Tá na leibhéil foirne
formheasta ag an Aire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta
agus Rialtais Áitiúil le toiliú an Aire Airgeadais.

2007 2006
€ €

Tuarastail agus Liúntais 9,707,293 7,915,095

Costais Aoisliúntais 4,322,688 4,334,524

ÍMAT na bhFostaithe 665,358 496,323

14,695,339 12,745,942

NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS
AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007
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Note 1 Fee Income

2007 2006
€ €

Fees received in respect of
appeals and referrals 3,376,319 2,579,401

Fees received in respect of
Strategic Infrastructure
Development 300,000 -

Refunds (755,422) (410,245)

2,920,897 2,169,156

Note 2 Salaries and Allowances

At 31 December 2007, the Board consisted of a
chairperson and 10 ordinary members, (ten
members at the end of 2006) in accordance with
section 104 of the Planning and Development Act
2000, as amended. Membership of the Board is
wholetime.

At 31 December 2007, there were 170 whole time
equivalent employees in the Board of which 10
were management, 52.5 were professional and
107.5 were administrative. The average number of
wholetime equivalent employees during the year
was 152.4 (138.8 in 2006). During 2007, there was
no increase in the intake of cases. The volume of
cases disposed of increased by 9%. Staffing levels
are approved by the Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government with the consent
of the Minister for Finance.

2007 2006
€ €

Salaries and Allowances 9,707,293 7,915,095

Superannuation Costs 4,322,688 4,334,524

Employers’ PRSI 665,358 496,323

14,695,339 12,745,942
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NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007

Nóta 3 Aoisliúntas

(a) Scéim Aoisliúntais

Feidhmíonnn an Bord scéim sochair sainmhínithe
nach bhfuil maoinithe.

Tá an luacháil a úsáidtear do nochtadh FRS17
bunaithe ar luacháil achtúireach déanta ar 7
Aibreán 2008 ag achtúire cáilithe neamhspleách
chun riachtanais FRS17 a chur san áireamh
d’fhonn dhliteanais na scéime a mheasúnú ar 31
Nollaig 2007. Is iad na foshuímh airgeadais a
úsáidtear chun fiachais na scéime a ríomh faoi
FRS17 ná

Ar an Ar an Ar an
31/12/06 31/12/05 31/12/04

Ráta lascaine 5.50% 4.75% 4.25%

Ráta ardaithe
tuarastail measta 4.25% 4.00% 3.25%

Ráta méadaithe in
íocaíochtaí i bpinsin 4.25% 4.00% 3.25%

Boilsciú 2.50% 2.25% 2.25%

(b) Maoiniú Iarchurtha Glan do Phinsin sa bhliain

2007 2006
(€’000) (€’000)

Maoiniú inaisghafa maidir le
costais aoisliúntais na bliana reatha:

Costais aoisliúntais 4,771 4,758

Deontas stáit chun
pinsinéiri a íoc (1,168) (794)

3,603 3,964

(c) Anailís ar chostais phinsin iomlán gearrtha ar
Chaiteachas

2007 2006
(€,000) (€,000)

Costas Seirbhíse Reatha 1,752 2,118

Ús ar Fhiachais na
Scéime Aoisliúntais 3,019 2,640

Ranníocaíochtaí
na bhfostaithe (448) (423)

4,323 4,335
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Note 3 Superannuation

(a) Superannuation Scheme

The Board operates a defined benefit scheme
which is unfunded.

The valuation used for FRS17 disclosures has been
based on an actuarial valuation on 7 April 2008 by
a qualified independent actuary to take account of
the requirements of FRS17 in order to assess the
scheme liabilities at 31st December 2007. The
financial assumptions used to calculate scheme
liabilities under FRS17 are

At 31/12/07 At 31/12/06 At 31/12/05

Discount rate 5.50% 4.75% 4.25%

Rate of expected
salary increase 4.25% 4.00% 3.25%

Rate of increase in
pensions payment 4.25% 4.00% 3.25%

Inflation 2.50% 2.25% 2.25%

(b) Net Deferred Funding for Pensions in year

2007 2006
(€’000) (€’000)

Funding recoverable in
respect of the current year:

Superannuation costs 4,771 4,758

State grant applied to
pay pensioners (1,168) (794)

3,603 3,964

(c) Analysis of total pension costs charged to Expenditure

2007 2006
(€’000) (€’000)

Current service cost 1,752 2,118

Interest on Superannuation
Scheme Liabilities 3,019 2,640

Employee Contributions (448) (423)

4,323 4,335
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(d) Sócmhainn Mhaoinithe Iarchurtha do Aoisliúntas

Aithníonn an Bord na méideanna dlite mar
shócmhainn comhsheasmhach leis an bhfiachas
iarchurtha neamh-mhaoinithe do aoisliúntas ar
bhonn roinnt eachtraí a tharla roimhe seo. San
áireamh sna heachtraí seo tá bunú na scéime
aoisliúntais, agus an pholasaí agus an chleachtais
maidir le haoisliúntais a mhaoiniú don státseirbhís
lena n-áirítear ranníocaíochtaí ag fostaithe agus
an próiseas measúnaithe bliantúil. Cé nach bhfuil
aon chomhaontú foirmiúil leis an Roinn
Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Áitiúil
maidir leis na méideanna seo ar leith, níl aon
fhianaise ag an mBord nach leanfaidh an polasaí
maoinithe le méideanna dá leithéid a
chomhlíonadh i gcomhréir le cleachtas reatha. Is é
an tsócmhainn mhaoinithe iarchurtha ar 31
Nollaig 2007 ná €62 milliún (2006: €62 milliún).

(e) Gluaiseacht san Fhiachas Pinsin Glan le linn na bliana
airgeadais

2007 2006
(€,000) (€,000)

Fiachas Pinsin Glan
ar 1 Eanáir (62,392) (60,002)

Costas Seirbhíse Reatha (1,752) (2,118)

Pinsin Íoctha 1,168 794

Costas Seirbhíse Cheana 0 0

Ioncam Airgeadais Eile (3,019) (2,640)

Gnóthachain achtúire
aitheanta san RGCA 3,686 1,574

Fiachas Pinsin Glan
ar 31 Nollaig (62,309) (62,392)

NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007
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(d) Deferred Funding Asset for Superannuation

The Board recognises these amounts as an asset
corresponding to the unfunded deferred liability
for superannuation on the basis of a number of
past events. These events include the statutory
basis for the establishment of the superannuation
scheme, and the policy and practice in relation to
funding public service superannuation including
contributions by employees and the annual
estimates process. While there is no formal
agreement regarding these specific amounts with
the Department of Environment, Heritage and
Local Government, the Board has no evidence that
this funding policy will not continue to meet such
sums in accordance with current practice. The
deferred funding asset for superannuation at 31
December 2007 amounts to €62 million (2006: €62
million).

(e) Movement in Net Pension Liability during the financial
year

2007 2006
(€’000) (€’000)

Net Pension Liability
at 1 January (62,392) (60,002)

Current Service Cost (1,752) (2,118)

Pensions Paid 1,168 794

Past Service Cost 0 0

Other Finance Income (3,019) (2,640)

Actuarial gain
recognised in STRGL 3,686 1,574

Net Pension Liability
at 31 December (62,309) (62,392)
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NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007
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(f) History of experience gains and losses

(f) Stair na ngnóthachan agus na gcaillteanas taithí

2007 2006 2005
€’000 €’000 €’000

Experience gains/(losses) Gnóthachain/(caillteanais) taithí
on scheme liabilities ar fhiachais na scéime

Amount Méid (1,530) (679) (1,912)

Percentage of present value Céatadán de luach reatha
of scheme liabilities fhiachais na scéime (2.5%) (1.1%) (3.2%)

Actuarial gain/(loss) recognised in Gnóthachan/(caillteanas) achtúire aitheanta sa
Statement of Recognised Ráiteas ar Ghnóthachain agus
Gains and Losses Chaillteanais Aitheanta

€’000 €’000 €’000

Amount Méid 3,686 1,574 (7,608)

Percentage of present value Céatadán de luach reatha
of scheme liabilities fhiachais na scéime 5.9% 2.5% (12.7%)

Note 4 Establishment Expenses
Costais Bhunaíochta

2007 2006
€ €

Rent and Service Charge (Note 13) Cíos agus Táille Seirbhíse (Nóta 13) 2,407,169 1,905,027

Repairs and Maintenance Deisiú agus Cothabháil 82,473 90,766

Insurance Árachas 39,375 38,249

Light and Heat Teas agus Solas 124,054 115,279

Depreciation Dímheas 771,785 788,719

Total Iomlán 3,424,856 2,938,040
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NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS
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Note 5 Operating Expenses
Costais Oibríochta

2007 2006
€’000 €’000

Travel and Subsistence Taisteal agus Maireachtáil 539,730 495,035

Legal Fees (Note 11) Táillí Dlí (Nóta 11) 972,039 1,276,043

Office Equipment and Stationery Trealamh Oifige agus Stáiseanóireacht 224,771 268,502

Information and Teicneolaíocht Fhaisnéise

Communications Technology agus Chumarsáide 216,737 147,514

Printing and Books Leabhair agus Cló 41,533 28,803

Statutory Notices Fógraí Reachtúla 244,159 214,916

Recruitment, Staff Training Earcaíocht,Traenáil Fhoirne agus
and Development and Conferences Forbairt agus Comhdhálacha 240,587 206,559

Telephone and Postage Guthán agus Post 299,501 267,959

Consultants’ Fees Táillí agus Seirbhísí

and Services (Note 12) Comhairleora (Nóta 12) 2,288,936 2,254,319

Audit Fees Táillí Iniúchta 18,500 16,900

Sundries Ilnithe 6,989 7,998

Total Iomlán 5,093,482 5,184,548

Note 6 Fixed Assets
Sócmhainní Seasta

Léas-sheilbh Troscáin TE & Oifig Iomlán
Áitreabh & Feisteas Trealamh

Leasehold Furniture & IT & Office Total
Premises Fittings Equipment

€ € € €

Cost Costas

Balance at 01/01/07 Iarmhéid ar 01/01/07 6,449,704 80,166 1,354,712 7,884,582

Additions Breis 0 0 85,546 85,546

Disposals Cur de Láimh 0 0 0 0

Balance at 31/12/07 Iarmhéid ar 31/12/07 6,449,704 80,166 1,440,258 7,970,128

Depreciation Dímheas

Balance at 01/01/07 Iarmhéid ar 01/01/07 3,221,190 73,411 1,061,032 4,355,633

Charge for the year Táille don bhliain 644,970 3,964 122,851 771,785

Disposals Cur de Láimh 0 0 0 0

Balance at 31/12/07 Iarmhéid ar 31/12/07 3,866,160 77,375 1,183,883 5,127,418

Net Book Value Luach Leabhair Glan

31 December 2007 31 Nollaig 2007 2,583,544 2,791 256,375 2,842,710

31 December 2006 31 Nollaig 2006 3,228,514 6,755 293,680 3,528,949
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Note 7 Debtors
Féichiúnaithe

2007 2006
€ €

Debtors Féichiúnaithe 61,744 26,318

Prepayments Réamhíocaiochtaí 839,702 529,731

901,446 556,049

Note 8 Creditors due within one year
Creidiúnaithe dlite laistigh de bhliain amháin

2007 2006
€ €

Creditors Creidiúnaithe 60,315 184,383

Accruals Fabhruithe 1,267,113 1,484,564

Withholding Tax Cáin Shiarchoinneálach 0 100,020

PAYE/PRSI ÍMAT/ÁSPC 0 198,138

Other Creditors Creidiúnaithe Eile 1,029 21,231

1,328,457 1,988,336

Note 9 Capital Account
Cuntas Caipitiúil

2007 2006
€ €

Balance at 1 January Iarmhéid ar 1 Eanáir 3,528,949 4,086,795

- Income allocated - Ioncam roinnte ar
for capital purposes mhaithe le cuspóirí caipitiúla

(net of (glan ó dhiúscairtí
asset disposals) sócmhainne) 85,546 230,873

- Amortisation in line - Amúchadh de réir
with asset depreciation dímheasa sócmhainní (771,785) (788,719)

Transfer from/(to) Income Tarchuir ó/(go dtí)Cuntas
and Expenditure Account Ioncaim agus Caiteachais (686,239) (557,846)

Balance at 31 December Iarmhéid ar 31 Nollaig 2,842,710 3,528,949
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Nóta 10 Teagmhasaí maidir le Caingne Dlí

Tá dliteanas teagmhasach do mhéid
neamhchinntithe de bharr caingne dlí i gcoinne an
Bhoird maidir lena chinneadh ar achomhairc
phleanála agus chásanna eile. Is é polasaí an
Bhoird dul i gconspóid lena leithéid de chaingne,
mar is cuí.

Nóta 11 Costaisí Dlí Infhaighte Ar Ais

Mar a taispeántar ag 8 sa Ráiteas ar Pholasaithe
Cuntasaíochta, iompraíonn an Bord costais áirithe
dlí i dtosach agus leantar le hathghabháil. Is é mar
atá i 2007 maidir leis na costais seo ná mar a
leanas:

2007 2006
€ €

Gan íoc
ar 1 Eanáir 2,996,286 2,712,413

Athghafa i rith
na bliana 1 (863,266) (852,980)

Costais infhaighte ar
ais i rith na bliana 964,244 1,306,508

Costais díscríofa i rith
na bliana 0 (169,655)

Gan íoc
ar 31 Nollaig 3,097,264 2,996,286

Athbhreithníonn an Bord in-aisghabhálacht na
gcostas thuas ar bhonn leanúnach. Réamh-
mheastar nach n-aisghabhfar cuid mhaith acu.

1 Bhí an méid a athghabhadh glanta le táillí dlí sa bhliain
reatha.

NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007
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Note 10 Contingencies with Regard To Legal Actions

There is a contingent liability of an undetermined
amount as a result of legal actions against the
Board in relation to its decisions on planning
appeals and other cases. It is the Board’s policy to
contest such actions, where appropriate.

Note 11 Recoverable Legal Costs

As indicated at 8 in the Statement of Accounting
Policies, certain legal costs are initially borne by
the Board and recovery is pursued. The situation in
2007 regarding these costs was as follows:

2007 2006
€ €

Outstanding at
1 January 2,996,286 2,712,413

Recovered
during year 1 (863,266) (852,980)

Recoverable costs
arising during year 964,244 1,306,508

Costs written-off
during year 0 (169,655)

Outstanding at
31 December 3,097,264 2,996,286

The Board continually reviews the recoverability of
the above costs. It is anticipated that a substantial
amount thereof will not be recovered.

1 The amount recovered was netted to legal fees in the
current year.
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NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007

Nóta 12 Táillí agus Seirbhísí Comhairleora

De réir ailt 120(2) den Acht Pleanála agus
Forbartha 2000, fostaíonn an Bord comhairleoirí
páirtaimseartha ar bhonn pá de réir cáis de réir
rátaí molta ag an Aire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta
agus Rialtais Áitiúil le cead an Aire Airgeadais.
Chomh maith leis sin, fostaíonn an Bord,de réir
ailt 124 den Acht, comhairleoirí eile faoi mar a tá
riachtanach chun a gcuid feidhmeanna a
chomhlíonadh. I 2007, tháinig timpeall 43% de
thuarascálacha cigireachta ó chomhairleoirí agus
bhí a dtáillí chomh maith le costais bainteach le
taifead éisteacht béil freagrach do beagnach 89%
(2006:87%) do gach táille comhairleach agus
costas seirbhíse.

Nóta 13 Áitreabh

Áitíonn an Bord, agus íocann cíos ar, áitreabh ag
64 Sráid Mhaoilbhríde, Baile Átha Cliath 1, atá ar
léas 25 bliain aige ó Dheireadh Fómhair 2001.

Leithdháiltear costais maidir le feistiú agus rudaí
áirithe eile, seachas gnáthchostais bhunaíochta
agus oibríochta, chun críocha caipitiúla, agus
cuimsítear iad faoi Áitreabh Léasach sna
Sócmháinní Seasta. Pléitear le feabhsúcháin
leanúnacha ar an áitreabh sa dóigh chéanna

Is é geall airgeadais ar an léas thuas ná an
cíos bliantúil arbh é €1,106, 582 a bhí ann
i 2007. Tá an cíos faoi réir athbhreithniú 5 bliana
leis an tiarna talún faoi láthair agus beidh
aon athrú curtha i bhfeidhm ó 1 Eanáir
2007. Tá soláthar déanta ag an mBord sna cuntais
i gcomhair méadú i 2007 de réir comhairle
ghairmiúil a fuarthas.

Nóta 14 Comhaltaí an Bhoird & Leasa na Foirne

Tá se riachtanach do chomhaltaí an Bhoird agus
do chuid áirithe den fhoireann dearbhú/nochtadh
a dhéanamh ar aon leasa de réir forálacha an
Achta Pleanála agus Forbartha 2000.

Forálann alt 147 den Acht 2000 dearbhú reachtúil
ag comhaltaí agus cuid áirithe den fhoireann. Tá
clár do leasa ar coimeád ag an Rúnaí maidir le halt
147 den Acht agus tá sé ar fáil chun iniúchadh
poiblí i rith uaireanta oifige.
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Note 12 Consultants’ Fees and Services

In accordance with section 120(2) of the Planning
and Development Act 2000, the Board engages
part-time consultant inspectors on a fee-per-case
basis in accordance with rates approved by the
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government with the consent of the Minister for
Finance. In addition, the Board engages, in
accordance with section 124 of the Act, other
consultants and advisors, as it is necessary for the
performance of its functions. In 2007, about 43%
of all inspectors’ reports came from part-time
consultant inspectors and their fees, along with
associated costs relating to recording of oral
hearings, accounted for nearly 89% (2006:87%)of
all consultancy fees and services costs.

Note 13 Premises

The Board occupies and pays rent on premises at
64 marlborough Street, Dublin 1 which is held on
a 25 year lease from October 2001.

The costs in relation to the fit-out and certain
other matters, other than normal establishment
and operating costs, were allocated for capital
purposes and included under Leasehold Premises
in the Fixed Assets. Ongoing improvements to the
premises are treated in a similar manner.

The financial commitment on the above lease is
the annual rent which in 2007 was €1,106,582.
The rent is currently undergoing a 5 year review
with the landlord and any change will apply with
effect from 1st January 2007. The Board has made
provision in the accounts for an increase in 2007 in
line with professional advice which it has received.

Note 14 Board Members & Staff Interests

Board members and certain staff are required to
make declarations/disclosures of interests in
accordance with the provisions of the Planning
and Development Act 2000.

Section 147 of the 2000 Act provides for statutory
declarations by members and certain staff in
relation to certain interests. A register of interests
is maintained by the Secretary in accordance with
section 147 of the Act and is available for public
inspection during office hours.
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Baineann Alt 148 d’Acht 2000 le nochtadh i dtaobh
leas tairbhiúil airgid nó eile in aon achomharc nó
ábhar eile a chinnfidh an Bord, nó atá ábhartha
dóibh. I 2007, rinne comhaltaí dhá (2) nochtadh,
an fhoireann dhá (2) nochtadh, agus comhairleoirí
dhá (2) nochtadh.

Nóta 15 Cód Iompair agus Eitic

De réir an Chóid Chleachtais do Chomhlachtaí
Stáit, ní mór cód cleachtais scríofa a chur ar fáil do
comhaltaí Boird. Tá cód a théann leis na treoirlínte
i bhfeidhm agus ní foláir do chomhaltaí leasanna a
nochtadh don Rúnaí ar bhonn bliantúil.

Chomh maith leis sin, tá comhaltaí agus baill
foirne áirithe faoi réir riachtanais na nAchtanna
um Eitic in Oifigí Poiblí 1995 agus 2001, agus
déantar ráitis bhliantúla de leasanna inchláraithe
faoi na hAchtanna sin. De réir na nAchtanna, tá sé
riachtanach ráitis chomhaltaí den Bhord a
thabhairt do Choimisiún na gCaighdeán in Oifigí
Poiblí gach bliain. In 2007, rinne gach ball ráitis de
réir na nAchtanna.

Faoi alt 150 den Acht Pleanála agus Forbartha
2000, ghlac an Bord le cód iompair chun déileáil le
heasaontas leasa agus chun muinín an phobail a
spreagadh in ionracas agus iompar a chuid gnó.
Baineann an cód le comhaltaí, baill foirne áirithe
agus daoine eile a mbaineann an Bord úsáid as a
seirbhísí. I 2007, rinne comhalta amháin (1),
ceathrar (4) ball foirne, agus comhairleoir amháin
(1) nochtadh faoin gCód.

Nóta 16 Na Ráitis Airgeadais a Fhormheas

Rinne an Bord na ráitis airgeadais a fhormheas ar
an 16 Iúil 2008.

NÓTAÍ LEIS NA RÁITIS AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar críoch 31 Nollaig 2007

An Bord Pleanála | annual report 2007

63

Section 148 of the 2000 Act relates to disclosures
regarding a pecuniary or other beneficial interest
in, or which is material to, any appeal or other
matter to be determined by the Board. In 2007,
members made two (2) disclosures, staff made
two (2) disclosures and consultants made two (2)
disclosures.

Note 15 Code of Conduct and Ethics

The Code of Practice for State Bodies requires a
written code of conduct for Board members. A
Code in compliance with the guidelines is in
operation and members are required to make
declarations of interests to the Secretary on an
annual basis.

In addition, members and certain staff are subject
to the requirements of the Ethics in Public Office
Acts 1995 and 2001, and yearly statements of
registrable interests are made under the Acts. The
Acts require that the statements of Board
members be furnished to the Standards in Public
Offices Commission every year. In 2007, all
members made statements in accordance with the
Acts.

Under section 150 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000, the Board has adopted a
code of conduct for dealing with conflicts of
interest and promoting public confidence in the
integrity of the conduct of its business. The code
applies to members, certain staff and other
persons whose services are availed of by the
Board. In 2007, one (1) member made disclosures,
four (4) staff made disclosures and one (1)
consultant made disclosures under the Code.

Note 16 Approval of Financial Statements

The Board approved the financial statements on
16 July 2008.

890_Bord_Pleana.qxp:890_Bord_Pleana.qxp  24/09/2008  12:42  Page 63

creo




APPENDIX 11
REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER AND
AUDITOR GENERAL

An Bord Pleanála | annual report 2007

64

Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General
for presentation to the Houses of the
Oireachtas

I have audited the financial statements of An Bord Pleanála
for the year ended 31 December 2007 under the Planning and
Development Act 2000.

The financial statements, which have been prepared under
the accounting policies set out therein, comprise the
Statement of Accounting Policies, the Income and
Expenditure Account, the Statement of Total Recognised Gains
and Losses, the Balance Sheet, the Cash Flow Statement and
the related notes.

Respective Responsibilities of the Board and the Comptroller
and Auditor General

An Bord Pleanála is responsible for preparing the financial
statements in accordance with the Planning and Development
Act 2000 and for ensuring the regularity of transactions. An
Bord Pleanála prepares the financial statements in accordance
with Generally Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland. The
accounting responsibilities of the Members of the Board are
set out in the Statement of Board’s Responsibilities.

My responsibility is to audit the financial statements in
accordance with relevant legal and regulatory requirements
and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland).

I report my opinion as to whether the financial statements
give a true and fair view, in accordance with Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland. I also report whether
in my opinion proper books of account have been kept. In
addition, I state whether the financial statements are in
agreement with the books of account.

I report any material instance where moneys have not been
applied for the purposes intended or where the transactions
do not conform to the authorities governing them.

I also report if I have not obtained all the information and
explanations necessary for the purposes of my audit.

I review whether the Statement on the System of Internal
Financial Control reflects An Bord Pleanála’s compliance with
the Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies and
report any material instance where it does not do so, or if the

Tuarascáil an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste
le cur i láthair Thithe an Oireachtais

Tá ráitis airgeadais An Bhoird Pleanála don bhliain dar críoch
31 Nollaig 2007 iniúchta agam faoin Acht um Pleanáil agus
Forbairt 2000.

Tá na ráitis airgeadais, a ullmhaíodh faoi na beartais
chuntasaíochta arna leagan amach sna ráitis, comhdhéanta
den Ráiteas ar Bheartais Chuntasaíochta, an Cuntas Ioncaim
agus Caiteachais, an Ráiteas Gnóthachan agus Caillteanas
Aitheanta Iomlán, an Clár Comhardaithe, an Ráiteas ar
Shreabhadh Airgid agus na nótaí gaolmhara.

Freagrachtaí an Bhoird agus an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus
Ciste faoi seach

Tá an Bord Pleanála freagrach as na ráitis airgeadais a ullmhú
de réir an Achta um Pleanáil agus Forbairt 2000 agus as
rialtacht na n-idirbheart a chinntiú. Ullmhaíonn An Bord
Pleanála na ráitis airgeadais de réir Cleachtais Chuntasaíochta
a nGlactar Leis go Coitianta in Éirinn. Tá freagrachtaí
cuntasaíochta Chomhaltaí an Bhoird leagtha amach sa
Ráiteas um Fhreagrachtaí an Bhoird.

Is é m’fhreagrachtsa ná na ráitis airgeadais a iniúchadh de
réir cheanglas ábhartha dlí agus rialúcháin agus Caighdeán
Idirnáisiúnta maidir le hIniúchóireacht (Ríocht Aontaithe agus
Éire).

Tuairiscím mo thuairim maidir le cibé an dtugann na ráitis
airgeadais léargas fíorcheart, de réir Cleachtais
Chuntasaíochta a nGlactar Leis go Coitianta in Éirinn.
Tuairiscím freisin cibé, dar liom, an raibh leabhair chuntais
chuí coinnithe. Lena chois sin, deirim cibé an dtagann na
ráitis airgeadais leis na leabhair chuntais.

Tuairiscím ar aon chás ábhartha nár feidhmíodh suimeanna
airgid chun na gcríoch a bhí beartaithe nó sa chás nach
leanann na hidirbhearta do na húdaráis a rialaíonn iad.

Tuairiscím freisin mura bhfuil an fhaisnéis agus na mínithe ar
fad faighte agam agus atá riachtanach chun críocha
m’iniúchta.

Scrúdaím an Ráiteas maidir leis an Córas um Rialú
Inmheánach Airgeadais le féachaint an léirítear ann gur
chomhlíon An Bord Pleanála an Cód Cleachtais maidir le

AGUISÍN 11
TUARASCÁIL AN ARD-REACHTAIRE CUNTAS
AGUS CISTE
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Rialachas Comhlachtaí Stáit agus tuairiscím ar aon chás
ábhartha nach ndéanann sé amhlaidh, nó más rud é go bhfuil
an ráiteas míthreorach nó nach dtagann sé le faisnéis eile atá
ar eolas agam de bharr na ráitis airgeadais a bheith iniúchta
agam. Ní cheanglaítear orm a bhreithniú cibé an gclúdaíonn
an Ráiteas maidir leis an Córas um Rialú Inmheánach
Airgeadais gach priacal agus rialú airgeadais, ná teacht ar
thuairim maidir le héifeachtacht na nósanna imeachta maidir
le priacail agus rialú.

Léim faisnéis eile atá sa Tuarascáil Bhliantúil, agus breithním
cibé an dtagann sé leis na ráitis airgeadais iniúchta.
Breithním na himpleachtaí do mo thuarascáil má thagaim ar
an eolas faoi aon rud atá, de réir cosúlachta, ina mhíráiteas
nó ina neamhréireacht ábhartha leis na ráitis airgeadais.

An Bunús atá le mo Thuairim ar na Ráitis

I mbun m’fheidhme mar Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste,
rinne mé m’iniúchadh ar na ráitis airgeadais de réir
Caighdeán Idirnáisiúnta maidir le hIniúchóireacht (Ríocht
Aontaithe agus Éire) arna n-eisiúint ag an mBord um
Chleachtais Iniúchóireachta agus trí thagairt a dhéanamh do
na nithe ar leith is gá a chur san áireamh i ndáil le cúrsaí
bainisteoireachta agus oibriúcháin a ghabhann le comhlachtaí
Stáit. Déantar scrúdú mar chuid den iniúchadh, ar bhonn
tástála, ar fhianaise a bhaineann le suimeanna agus rialtacht
na n-idirbheart airgeadais a chuirtear san áireamh sna ráitis
airgeadais, agus leis na hidirbhearta a fhoilsítear iontu.
Chomh maith leis sin, cuimsíonn an t-iniúchadh measúnacht
ar na meastacháin agus ar na breitheanna suntasacha a
rinneadh agus na ráitis airgeadais á n-ullmhú, agus
measúnacht le féachaint an n-oireann na beartais
chuntasaíochta don bhail atá ar chúrsaí an Bhoird Pleanála,
ar feidhmíodh na beartais sin ar bhealach leanúnach agus ar
foilsíodh iad ar bhealach sásúil.

Phleanáil mé agus rinne mé m’iniúchadh sa chaoi is go
bhfaighinn an fhaisnéis agus na mínithe ar fad a mheas mé a
bheith riachtanach ionas go mbeadh leordhóthain fianaise
agam a d’fhágfadh cinnteacht réasúnach ann go bhfuil na
ráitis airgeadais saor ó mhíráiteas ábhartha, cibé acu calaois
nó neamhrialtacht eile nó earráid is cúis leis sin. I dteacht ar
mo thuairim, rinne mé meastóireacht ar a shásúla is a
cuireadh faisnéis i láthair sna ráitis airgeadais san iomlán
freisin.
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statement is misleading or inconsistent with other
information of which I am aware from my audit of the
financial statements. I am not required to consider whether
the Statement on the System of Internal Financial Control
covers all financial risks and controls, or to form an opinion
on the effectiveness of the risk and control procedures.

I read other information contained in the Annual Report, and
consider whether it is consistent with the audited financial
statements. I consider the implications for my report if I
become aware of any apparent misstatements or material
inconsistencies with the financial statements.

Basis of Audit Opinion

In the exercise of my function as Comptroller and Auditor
General, I conducted my audit of the financial statements in
accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK and
Ireland) issued by the Auditing Practices Board and by
reference to the special considerations which attach to State
bodies in relation to their management and operation. An
audit includes examination, on a test basis, of evidence
relevant to the amounts and disclosures and regularity of the
financial transactions included in the financial statements. It
also includes an assessment of the significant estimates and
judgments made in the preparation of the financial
statements, and of whether the accounting policies are
appropriate to An Bord Pleanála’s circumstances, consistently
applied and adequately disclosed.

I planned and performed my audit so as to obtain all the
information and explanations that I considered necessary in
order to provide me with sufficient evidence to give
reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free
from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud or
other irregularity or error. In forming my opinion I also
evaluated the overall adequacy of the presentation of
information in the financial statements.
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Opinion

In my opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair
view, in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice in Ireland, of the state of An Bord Pleanála’s affairs at
31 December 2007 and of its income and expenditure for the
year then ended.

In my opinion, proper books of account have been kept by An
Bord Pleanála. The financial statements are in agreement
with the books of account.

Other Matter

Without qualifying my opinion on the financial statements I
draw attention to the Statement on the System of Internal
Financial Control which discloses that An Bord Pleanála failed
to conduct a review of the effectiveness of internal financial
controls for the year and that it did not fully comply with the
requirements of the Code of Practice for the Governance of
State Bodies.

John Buckley
Comptroller and Auditor General

28th July 2008

Tuairim

Is é mo thuairim go dtugann na ráitis airgeadais léargas
fíorcheart, de réir Cleachtais Chuntasaíochta a nGlactar Leis
go Coitianta in Éirinn, ar riocht ghnóthaí an Bhoird Pleanála
ag 31 Nollaig 2007 agus ar a ioncam agus ar a chaiteachas
don bhliain dar críoch sin.

Is é mo thuairim go raibh leabhair chuntais chuí coinnithe ag
an mBord Pleanála. Tá na ráitis airgeadais ag teacht leis na
leabhair chuntais.

Ábhar eile

Gan mo thuairim ar na ráitis airgeadais a mhaolú, tarraingím
aird ar an Ráiteas maidir leis an Córas um Rialú Inmheánach
Airgeadais lena leagtar amach gur theip ar an mBord Pleanála
athbhreithniú a dhéanamh ar éifeachtacht rialuithe
inmheánacha airgeadais don bhliain agus nár chomhlíon sé
ceanglais an Chóid Chleachtais um Rialachas Comhlachtaí
Stáit go hiomlán.

John Buckley
Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste

28 Iúil 2008
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TO PLAY OUR PART AS AN INDEPENDENT BODY IN ENSURING THAT PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND MAJOR
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN IRELAND RESPECT THE PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND ARE
PLANNED IN AN EFFICIENT, FAIR AND OPEN MANNER. ÁR BPÁIRT A DHÉANAMH MAR CHOMHLACHT
NEAMHSPLEÁCH LENA CHINNTIÚ GO BHFUIL MEAS AG FORBAIRT FHISICEACH AGUS AG TIONSCADAIL
BHONNEAGAIR MHÓRA IN ÉIRINN AR PHRIONSABAIL FHORBARTHA INCHOTHAITHE AGUS GO NDÉANFAR PLEANÁIL
I SLÍ ÉIFEACHTACH,CHOTHROM AGUS OSCAILTE.
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Dublin 1

Tel: 01 858 8100
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