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An BolaPteana la

Board Direction

Ref: PL-04 246742

The submIssions on thIS fIle and the Inspeclor's report were cons
+urther Board meetIng netd on AprIl 25'h 2017

The Board was satISfIed that no further cross cl-culatlon ob :ns was

allequate opportUnl1 hpatebl3necessary and thaI all partIes had
La se.

in the

The Board
accordance

bdecilled by a 3'1 majority to KsiOn genera,ly in

WIth the Inspector's recom, ’and subject toInd;
reasors, consIderatIOns and conditions

+he

Reasons Co1'3' Ceratlons

in corning tO ItS decisil Wad -eclard to the following

Ca ; nntlonal po'iC'
indigenous
green ho

la the development of alternatIve and
and the minimISatiOn of emissions of

Ch) tvis}ns of the “Wind Energy Development GuIdelines
For PlannIng Authorities” ISSued by the Department of the

ment. Heritage and Local Government in 2006

he pollc,ies set out in the Regional PlannIng Guidelines for the South
West RegIon 2010-2020

Id)

(e)

the policies a' the planning authorIty as set out in the Cork C:;ounty
Development Plan 2014-2070

the IOcatIon of the WInd farm site in an area WhICh is identified in the
Cork County Development Plan 2014–2020 as an area 'open to
ConsIderation’ where it is the poIICy of the planning authorIty to
facIIItate Ihe development of approprIate wina energy proposals,
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IIT) the cnaracter of the landscape in the area and the absence of any

ecologICal aeslgnation or any European site, on or in the immecIIdle
environs of the wind farm SIte, and the character of the landscape
through WhIch the proposal grid COnneCtIon would be provided,

Cg)

(h)

(1)

the charaet€ristics of the site and of the general VIcinity

the pattern of exIstIng and permitted development in the area,
including other WInd farms,

the distances from the proposed development tO dwelIIngs or q
sensItIve receptors

G) the range of mItIgatIon measures set out in the docum
received , InclUdIng the Environmental Impact Stalel fIT

Imoact Statement, the further informatIon re span:
planning authorIty on April 12d', 201 6 and Ihe a
frorn the applicant to the Board

:bthe plannIng hIstory of the site and ItS

PW,'3
tO the

SSI(illS

( k’I

(1) the submjssIons and obsera.
plann:ng apolication and thI
to the envlronrnental and
developmerlt and the daB T
Gearac)h SAC and q

£annection WIth the

lajng submissions in relatIon
hI of the proposed

pub)mIssIons rnade 'n respect Df the

(m) the report of tI Inspector

Apr)ro pnate Ai a\:sCreenln

In comp6 nl scree nln!}
rId )adcacceo i,

Ins. -€5spectr
;vAh

Fnt$
pmenl

ectsP

ApproprIate Assessment, the Board
pted rhe screerllng assessrFent carrIed out by the

of the identrflcatlon of the five European SItes, IIsted
could potentially be nffected, ana the identification and

of tIle potential .ikely SignIfIcant eKects of the proposed
, eIther IndIvidually or in COmbinatIon wltl1 other plans or

on these European sites in VIew of the SItes’ C;onserv'alion
Objectives.

+

+

a

B

Mullaqhanlsh to Mustleramore SPA (Site code 004162),
Mullaghanlsh Bag SAC (Site code 901890)
The Gearagh SPA (SIte code 004109);
The Gearagh SAC (SIte code 000108); and
St, Gobnet's Wood SAC (Site code 000106)

The Board agreed WIth the Inspector's screenIng out oF St. Gobnets Wood
SAC and Mullaghanlsh SAC on the basis of the ConservatIon objectives for
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these sites. theIr separation dIstances from the appeal SItes and the
absence of any hydrologIcal connectivity between the SItes and the appeal
SIte

The Board concur-ed WIth and adopted the Inspectors conc\usions thaI the
only European gIles wilh the potentIal for signlf3cant effects are
Mullaqhanish to Musherarrlore SPA (Site code 004162), The Gearagh SPA
( SIte code 0041 09 ) and The Gearagh SAC {SIte code 000108)

A.ppropr©te A ssessnten !

The Board conslderea tHat the Information before it. ,ncluding
Impact Statement submItted by the appIIcant together WIth t I LJ Ins
made by the parties to the aPpea including those Ill espeJKofJ L rag h
SAC and SPA. was adequate to ullow tar the carryIng lpropria tea

pV Ve BoardIn carrying out an approprIate as:assessment
considered b

the nature of the proposed de aelopmBI

uF. developmentthe mIt,gabor measures proposed A{b

73earagh Special Area ofthe conservation obJectiv•

;e9ragh Special Protection(;onsewalion (site col:Ie
lish to Musherarnore SPAArea (SIte code 004109

( SIte eode 004162 ) are
lposed site and these European sitesthe distances heRb

anaand any other Eq
reportthe Conlent oFa

The Board co
matters. an' 11

}th the Inspector-s analysiSi
i report and conclusIons

In relatIon tO these

The B
de ve

led , beyond reasonable scientIfic doubt, that the proposedC

llncluding tRe proposed grid connectIOn), eIther IndivIdUally or
en with other p\ans and pr9jecls, would not adversely affect the

of these European sites. In view of those sites' conservatIon
'es, or of any other European SItes

Enuironmerltal Impact Asses$ment

The Board consIdered that Ihe EnvIronmental Impact Statement submItted
WIth the 8pollcatlon, the additional dOCumentatIon subm'tted at applicalion
and appeal stage and all other SUbmiSSIOns on file, were adequate in
identIfying and describing the djrect. indIrect, secondary and cumulative
effects of the proposed deve;opment. The Board adopted the Inspector’s
report on the envIronmental impact ot the develupment and concurred with



his conclusions The Board completed an erlvlror\mental Impact assessment
and concluded tHat the proposed development, subject to compIIance with
the mjtigation measures proposed and $uoject to compliance WIth the
condItIons set out below. would not have unacceptable effects on the
envIronment.

Pr9per PlannIng and SUstaInable DevQ[opment COnSideratIOns

It is considered that. subject to compliance WIth the conditions set out b
tlle proposed WInd farm developme11t would accord with the Natl9
County policIes in respecl af wind energy. would not seriousl
visual or residentIal amenltles of the area. woutd not haveH,g ,nt

la6 taeaaverse Impact on the landscape Or on the archaeolagicaq
area. would not give rise to any sign'flcant Impacts OJ ;y or therca

bXraFic safetynatural heritage at the area. would be acceptable in
Theand convenience, and would not be preJuaicl, healtha

prcpcsed developmenl would. therefore, he la aeD b witll the

planning and sustaInable development of tI a
propEr

e:ond

The deveboDment farId completed in accordancee

lged with the applicatIon to Corkwith the plans and
by furlher plans and particularsCounty COuncIl. a:

suE>milted on t F AprIl 2016. and as received by An Bora
Pleanala by ’Party appeal (on tHe 29'" day of June 2016)

WISe be ''equired in order to comply WIth theexcept as/l
aliD is in thIS regardfo IIo'

( d/WTel fch conditions requIre details to be agreed with the

Jr /authorIty. the developer sha;I agree such detaIIS in wrItIng
t\m olannlng authority prior to commencement at development

the development shakl be carrIed out and completed ini
GCOrdance WIth the agreed particulars

(b) SpecIfically, the mItIgatIon measures described in the
EnvIronmental Impact Statement, Natura Inlpact Staternent and other
detaIls sublnittel] to the planll,rIg authority and to An Bard Pleanala
shall be lmplernented in full durIng the COnStrUctIOn, operation and
clecamm,s$ionlng phases of the development

Reason: in the nterest of cldrity

2 The perl(la durIng WhICh the development hereby pennrtted may be
cnrrled out shall be tell years frorn the ddte of this order,



Reason: HavIng regard to the nature of the proposed develoomerlt
the Board considered it reasonable ana approPriate to specify a
period of validity of the permISsion in excess of five years.

3 This permissIon shall be for a period of 25 years From the date of the
commissioning of any WInd turDine. The WInd turbInes and related
ancIllary structures shall then be decommISSIoned and removed
unless, prIor to the end of the period plannIng permission shall h
been granted For theIr contInuance for a fucher period

Reason: To enable the plannIng authori ly 13 rev,ew ItS or>dana
the light Ot Ihe circumstances Ihen preVaIIIng

4 150(a) The permitted turbInes shall have a maximum
metres DetaIls of the turbIne desIgn and he'grt in ed to

and agreed in writing WIth , the planning authoritl br
commencement of development ThI 6clud Ing tower

by colourand blades, shall be fjnjShed externa

(b) Cables wHhln the SIte shall be lail ind

(c) The WInd turbines shall be gel
in the same dIrectIOn

sure that the blades rotate

( cI) Nc aaverris rIg matedMg placed on or athenA/lse Be affixed

tout a prior grant of planningto any slructure
permlssln n

Reason' Irl t ISual amenity and orderly development

5 (n) ThI
eFt he’,

within the site shall be surfaced in hard-core

Pits on site or 'lnported to the site from nearby
be hard topped with tarrnacadam or concrete

:IT tha m=torlnl qh2ll hn tn thn wrl+Ion qntjqFnntlnn nf th&B

eeA ;"h-"Y
) Roads, hard-stand,rIg areas and other hard-surfaced areas shall

Ve completed to the wrItten satISfactIon of the planning authorlt)
w\thin tnree months of the date of COmmIssIOning of the wind farm

(c) SOIl, rock and other materIals excavated durrrlg construction shal
not be left stockprled on SIte following completion oF work.s
Excavated areas Includ,'ng the borrow pItS and areas of peat
placement shall be approorialely restored w'thin three months of the
date of commisSionIng of the WInd farrn , in accordance WIth details to
be submItted to. and agreed in writing wah, tRe planning authorIty
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Reason: in Ihe interest of VISual amenity, traFfIC safety, protection of
water quality and orderly development

6 Details of any aeronautIcal requIrements shall be submItted to. and
agreed in wrItIng WIth, the plannIng authority prIor to commencemerIt
of develo’)ment , following consultatIon with the IrIsh Aviatlorl
AuthorIty. Prior to the commtssion,ng of the turbInes. the cleve Super

shall inform the plannIng authorIty and the trish AviatIon AuthorIty of
the ca-ordinates of the as-constructed tip heIghts and co-ordInates of
the tulbtnes

Reason: in the Interest of air traFfjc safety.

7 WInd turbine noise arisIng From the proposed develODmq
or in combInatIon with any other oermllted w',nd energ)Ave
in :he VICInity, shall not exceed the greater of

{a) 5 dB( A) above background noise levels or

(b) 43 dB(A)

when measured externally at dwel\i1 Fsensltlve receptorsor

PrIor tO commencement of dev’I the developer sha;I SUbmIt
to and agree in wrIting WIttythe luthorlty a noise compliance
monitorIng prog-amnle JoT subject development, Ajl noIse

'out jn accordance WIth ISOmeasurements snaII IS
FRecommendatio l&iustics – DescrIptIon. measurement. and

Pental noise". The results of the inItial noIseassessment InI

!yshall be SUbmItted TO. and agreed in writingcompllanl In

h futnorlty withIn six months of commissIoning of the

A§§hl:';;;.F;.-J:
take place on Saturdays. Sundays or public hOIIdays MonItor'ng of
the noise and VIbration arIsing from blasting and the frequency Of
such blastjng shall be carried out at the developer’s expense by an
independent contractor who shalt be agreed in wrltlng with the
plannjng authority,

Q
(b) PrIor to the fIrIng of any blast. the developer shajl give notIce of
the intention to the occupiers of all dwelIIngs WIthin 500 metres of the
borrow pIt concerned. An audible alarm For a mjnimum period of one
minute shall be sounded. This alarm shall be of su#iclent power to
be heard at all such dwelIIngs.
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Reason: in the i'Here sts of DUC)llc safety and resIdential amenIty

9 (a) Vibration levels From blastIng shall not exeeed a peak particle
velocny of 12 mm/second, when rneasu.’ed in any three mulually
orthogonal directIons at any sensitIve location. The peak particle
velocIty relates to low frequency VIbratIOn of less than 40 hertz where
blasting ocCUrs no more than once in seven continuOUS days. Where
blastIng operations are more frequent, Ihe peak DaalCle velocity lirnjt
IS reduced to 8 mIl\lmetre$ per second. Blasting shall not give rise to

:::::::::}?
;uT;in''!:HRT,T„Traf acceptable to the

mpletlon The developerCO

gla

:IIi&PT;Iigill&„ ill
EL-qi##a,::'P'==-="“:*‘
AF\Bdposed development shall be fItted wah approprIate

mme requIred by the

plannIng authority folbowtnnQ annual review

Reason To pr'ted}4W'11”1 amenity Of pnperty in the vlcirRy.

snaII be undertaken by a suItably qu

„„::iB shall be submitted to

, shall not exceed 30 hours per year or 30

10

M+ent and software to suitably control shadow fIICker at nearby

q WIgs. in accordance WIID detaIls WhIch shall be submitted to and
reed in wrItIng with, Ihc planning authorIty prIor to com-nencement
development .

rc) A repon shall be preDared by a suItably quaIIfIed person n
accordance WIth :he requjrements of the plannlrlg authority, indicatIng
compliance WIth the aBove shadow flicKer requlremen is at dwelIIngs
WIthIn IP months oF commISsionjng of the proposed w'nt: farm. tnis
lepo't shall be submitted to and agreed in writing wittl the planning
authorlty. The developer shall oulllne proposed measures to address
any recorded non-compliances, InCIUding control of turbjne rotatIon it



r
necessary A SImIlar report may be requested at reasonable inteR/als
thereafte’ by the planning authority

Reason: in ale Interest of residerltial amenIty

11 Prior to commencement of development, the developer shalt agree a
protocol for assessing any llnpact on 'aclto or televIsion or other
telecommunIcations reCeptIOn Ir. the area in the event of lnterfernrice
occurring, the developer shall remedy such Interference according to
a methodology to be agreed ,n wrItIng WIth the planning authority,
fOllowIng consultation wtt h c)ther relevan: authurltles

Reason' in the Interest of reSIdentIal amenity and crderly

development and to prevent any interference with sucF}

12 Pre-construction and post-construction monItorIng hR

programmes For birds (particularly Hen Harril q:ter
badger and Kerry slug sha;I be submitted to rn wr[ing
WIth the planning authorITy prior to commena leveloome nt.
The surveys shall be undertaken by SUI Indby
experIenced specIalists Surveys sI 6leted annually For abe

periDd of fIve years following col d of the WInd farm and
copies of the reports to the pIal ltQority shall also be submitted
to Ole National Parks andWildlIF 1,

Reason: To ensure a

development
monitoring of the impact of the

Id avIFauna of the area

13 (a) P"or to
shall be SI
autho

,„bb)

of development, detaIls of the Following
lgreed in wriring WIth, the Planning

Management Plan, ,rICluding details of the road

/&WiFI:i:='ITIEn::T==T

a schedule ot required works to enable the haul routes to cater for

(I1) a condItIon survey of the roads and bridges along the haul rouTes
and grid connectIon route to De carried out at the deve+oper's
expense by a suitaoly quaIIfied person both before and after
c.On$truCtlOrI of the wind farm development ThIS survey shall InCIUde

construction-relatnd traffic. The extent and scope of the survey and
the schedule ot works shall be agreed WIth the planning authorIty
Drior to colnrnencernent ot development

Q
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( iI) detailed arrangements whereby the rectIfication of any
construction damage which arises shall be completed to the
sat,sfactlon of the plannIng authority,’authorities,

(IV) detaIled arrangements for dea,:ing WIth InvaSive speeies which are
growing along the turbIne delivery route and whIch may be disturbed
to facllllate deI,very of outsize loads

(v) d eta IIed arrangements for temPorary trattlc arrangements/controls
on roads. and

(vi) a prograrnrne IndIcating the tImescale withIn which it is in
to use each pubIIC route to FacIIItate constructlan of the de

(b) All works ar\sIng from the aforementioned arc
completed al the developer’s expense, WIthIn 1
cessation of the use of each road as a haul

route For tne proposed develop'nenE

Ehatl bebeT

If the

Fb connectIon

In default of agreement on any of thI the matter.req
shall be referred to An Bord PIe, fermI rlatlor

Reason: To protect Ihe DUE:jc rd Irk and to clarIfy the extent
of the permISSIon in the inD of traffIC safety and orderly
development

14 6rarnme sha,I be estabIIShed toA hydrological mol
If the proposed hydrologIcal mItigaTiondemonstrate e'

-ology in the vicinIty of the site. ThIS shallmeasures O 'e

6errnanent and automated flow monItoring poIntsnclude c'
lee catchments. MonItoring shall be carried out foron the a

far prIor to constructIon and for five years postat le/sT
sidjng of the wind farm A comprehensive oroposal for

He SIgn mOnitOrIng and reponi11g shall be submItted to and

WIth the plannIng authority prIor to the commencement of
Details in respect oF making ErIe monItorjng reports

vallaole for pubIIC lnsoectlon sha.1I also be suhmitlea and agreed
WIth the PA prIor to the commencement of development

,e&lopment

Reason To dernarstralelhe effectIveness of mItIgation measures on
surface water flow WIth particular regard for the Gearagh SAC and to
inform any future overall catchment management Programme for this
SAC

15 Prior to commencement of development, a detaIled reinstaternent
programme provIdIng for the removal of all turbInes and ancIllary
structures (but not turbjne bases, access roads/'tracks cabIIng or the
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sub-static)nI stlall be SUbmItted to. and agreed in writing WIth, the
planning authorIty. On full or palllal decommIssIonIng of the wind
farm, or if the wind f ann ceases operation for a perIOd of more than
one year, the masts and turbInes concerned shall be dIsmantled and
removed from the site. The SIte shall be reinstated in accordance w£th

the agreed programme and all decommissIoned structures shall be
removed within throe months of decomm\ssionlng

Reason: To ensure sallstactury reinstatement of the SIte upon full or
partial cessatIon oF the proJect

16. The dnveloper shall facl\ttate the archaeologibal appraIsal of tb
and shall provide for the preservation, recording and protel '0i
archaeological materials or features whIch may exist n or

along the grid connectIon route in thIS regard, the a re

(a) nr)IIly the plannIng authority in wrItIng dt lea aiM prIor tO
Irologlcal andthe commencement of any SIte operation (lrulud

get>technjcal investigations) relatIng to Tevetopmer t'Dand

(b) employ a suitably-quaIIfied a

= == { rn T = = T = t F f d p: V eljn ? I= = mSIte and monitor all site ae OP

prIOr tO the

[chaeologist shall assess the
S

The assessmenl shall [he Following issues

( i} the nature ’archaeological lnaterial on the site, and

(iI) the jmpI
mat nrlal

lsed development on suclr archaeologIcal

6l'ng the resultS of tHe assessment, shall be submIttedA
mEIr nl,thnritv and Hr,cirIrl frcim thlq nqaoqcmant thaIn

/&'£4h=:iE49:HElga’i?'=
construction works.

In default of agreement on any of these requirernenls, the matter
shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for determInatIon.

Q
Reasan' in order to COn$ervR the archaeologIcal heritage of the area
and to secure the preserdatlon (In-situ or by record) and Drotectlon of
any archaeolaglca', remains that may exist within the site or along the
god connection route

47 All clear- FelIIng of forestry assocIated with the development shall be
undertaken in accordance wah the appropriate Forest Serv'ice
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Gulceline s All necessarY IIcences shall be obtained from the Forest

ServIce for any felIIng operations on site

Reason' in the Interest of orderly development and tO protect the
amenitIes of the area

'8 The constructIon of the development shall be managed in
accordance with a ConstructIon Environmental Management Plan
WhIch $hal' be SubmItted to and agreed in wrltlng WIth the plann'ng
authority prIor to commencement of development This Plan shall
provIde detaIls of intended constructIon praclice for tRe develop
InclUdIng

(a) location of the SIte and materIalS compound InCIUding
IdentIfied for the storage of constructIOn waste

( b) IOcatIon of area for construction site offices al iities

(c) measures provIdIng for access for constructloW}@ to the
InstructIonSIte, Inclllding details of the tIming and rOI

Iraftic to and from the constructIon $11 =iated dIrectIonalrl
fdcllltate andsignage. to InCIUde. in parlicular, no

manage the deIIvery of over- sA

(dI measures to prevent thI
debris on the pubIIC

pllage ar deposlt of clay, rubble or other
ark

[s to be put in place for pedestrians and( e) alternatIve
of the closure Of any puBlic road durIng thevehICles JAe

6lopmenl wo'ks or the laylng c1 the ariacours ,b

CO (=

Cf approprlale mItIgatIon measures for construction-stage
,e. dust and vlbraiion, and monltollrig of such let/eIs

g) containment of all constructIon-related fuel and OIl WIthin SPecially
constructed bunds to ensure that fuel splllages are Fully contained.
such hurlds shall be roofed to exclude raInwater,

(h) appropriate provisIon for re-fuelIIng of vehIcles,

(1) off-sIte disposal of constructIon waste and construction-stage
details of how it IS proposed to manage excavated soIl/peat
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(J) rneans IO ensure that surface water run-off is controlled in
accordance w'tn the mitigatlor measures proposed in the
SUbmItted documents and

( k) dntalls uF the Intended hours of construcllon.

PrIor to the commencement of construction. proposals for the
environmental mon'torjng of COnStrUctIon works on site by an
ecologist and by dn environmental scientIst or equivalent
professional inclUdIng lrle monItoring ol the implementa!
construction-stage mItIgatIon measures and illustratln4irl (# eJ

WIth the requIrementS set out above, shall be subl i
agrned in wntlrlg with, the Dlanning authorIty, II r

assocIated rnportlng requirements

Reason. In the interest of p-olo41011 uUIe NIlent and o' the
amenItIes of the area

Barrow pItS shall be excavaa
existing ground level Rock
the purposes of 'oad/ha
he sold or transported. FiNk

permIssIon

)t 8xceedlng 5rn betow
pIts shaII be won only for
on the sHe, and shall nut

thout a prIor grant of plannIng

Reason: in th If clarlty and of orderly development

PrIor to LVent of development, tIle developer shall lodge
nra authorIty a cash deposIt, a bond Of an InsuranceWIth t

bVch other secu,ITV as may be acceptable to the;G IOrlty, to secure the reInstatement of Public roads which

}arrIaged by the transpor1 of materIals to the site or by works
out in relatIon to the laying of the grId connection. coupled

an agreem€rlt empowerIng the plannIng authorIty tO apply SUCh

security or part thereof to the satISfactory reinstatement of the pUbIIC

ILIad, The form and amount of Ihe securIty shall be as agreed
between tIle planning authority and the developer or. In default of
agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for determination

Reason: jn the interest of traffIC safety and the proper plannIng and
sustaInable development of Ihe area

21 Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall lodge
with the planning authorlly a cash deposit, a bond of an lnsuranee
company, or such other securIty as may be acceptable to the
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plannIng authority, tO secure the satisfactory reInstatement of the site
upon ces$atl011 of ihe project, coupled with an agreement
empowerIng the planning authoriTy to apply such securIty or part
thereof to such reinstatement The Form and amount of the security
shall be as agreed between the planning authority and the developer
or, in default of agreement, shall be referred lo An Bard Plean61a for
determInation

Reason; in the interest of o'der tv development

22 The developer shall pay to the plannIng authorIty a financIal
contnbrltlon as a special contrIbutIOn under section 48(2)(c) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, in respect q
works to the public road !n the VICInIty of the SIte whIch are
facIlitate the proposed dev'nlopment and which are LInde
local authurlty. The amount of the contribution shall b
between the [>tannIng authorIty and the developer
such agreement, the matter shall be referred to for
determInation The COntrIbutiOn shall be paid U_rl

commencement of the development or II ICh id payments as
the planr,Ing authorIty may facIIItate aJ lpdated at the timesh\a bI
of payment in accordance with chi Wholesale PrIce Index

– BuIldIng and ConstructIon (Gal IIS), pubIIShed by the
Central Statistics Office

Reason' it IS consIde
COntrIbute towards

by’ the planning
COntrIbutiOn

cIe velapmed

ible that the aeveloper should
exceptional costs which are incurred

;h are not covered in the Development
;h WIll benefit the proposed

it)T;b- M
Date- May 16ln 2017




