An

Bord ’ Board Direction
Pleanala BD-006389-20
ABP-306500-20

The submissions on this file and the Inspector's report were igé&r a Board
meeting held on 03/09/2020.

The Board decided to grant permission generally jn a € with the Inspector's
recommendation, for the following reasons angd cotside ions, and subject to the
following conditions.
In coming to its decision, * ad regard to the following:

(a) nation liCHdiH regard to the development of alternative and

(b) the PPovisions of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines —

Reasons and Considerations

idelines for Planning Authorities issued by the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government in June, 20086,

(c) the policies set out in the Eastern and Midland Region Regional and
Spatial Economic Strategy 2019- 2031,

(d) the policies of the planning authority as set out in the Kildare County
Development Plan 2017 - 2023,
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(e) the character of the landscape in the area and the absence of any
ecological designation on or in the immediate environs of the wind farm

site,
() the characteristics of the site and of the general vicinity,

(9) the pattern of existing and permitted development and distance to

dwellings and other sensitive receptors from the proposed
development,

(h) the Environmental Impact Assessment Report submjfted®
(i} the Natura Impact Statement submitted, %
() the appeals and submissions made in connécti it?the planning

application, and

(k) the report of the Inspector.

Environmental Impact Assessment

adequately the di iect, secondary and cumulative effects of the proposed

development rdnment.
The Boa & . and agreed with the Inspector's reasoned conclusions, that

I
the mairsignifidant direct and indirect effects of the proposed development on the

eniraom re, and will be mitigated, as follows:

ential impacts on water quality are considered under the relevant
headings. The site drains to the Fear English River which is a tributary of the
River Blackwater and subsequently the River Boyne. There are a number of
identified private and public wells within the wider area. Measures to prevent
the release of sediments or hydrocarbons (including avoiding in-stream works,
prevention of fuel/lubricant spills, limiting ground disturbance to the minimum

required and preventing of silt Jaden surface water runoff) are set out in the
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EIAR are specific and practicable. The proposed development, therefore, will
not give rise to water pollution in the water courses within the site, in the Fear
English River or in the wider Blackwater/Boyne catchment or in the aquifer
underlaying the application site and it is concluded that significant water

quality impacts are not likely to arise.

e The EIAR has reasonably identified construction related noise as havig

potential impact on residential amenity. Construction phase impa

form of short term increases in the traffic (private cars and HG)E) pcal
road network are recognised, addressed in the EIAR and, the
Construction and Environment Management Plan (app the EIAR).
The noise and vibration mitigation measures, such @r‘ imigehg of
construction hours in accordance with a submitted ‘-'l@ he use of plant
with low potential of noise and / or vibratio n ation with local

residents are reasonable and practicable. e dd vibration levels would be

within acceptable emissions limits d [ operation.

* Impacts on biodiversity are likely @ 4ring construction works due to the
removal of shrub/tree and /subsoll'in preparation for the construction of the
roads, turbine bases a connection cable. It is noted, however that

s which have been subject to anthropogenic

these areas are br

activity (tree planti
e. The impacits arising from the removal of habitat and

age ditches and agriculture) are of relatively low
ecological |

disturb
ve tIoRa

e mitigated by minimising the removal of existing
einstatement of vegetation and following best practice and

pfocedu uring the construction phase.
o A s a relatively flat site which is not prominent in views over a wide
. Landscape and visual impacts will be mitigated by separation distances
rom receptors especially residential uses and designated scenic views from
the local road networks. No unacceptable visual impact will arise from the
proposed development.

» Impacts on greenhouse gas emissions (in particular CO;) will be positive
because the proposed development facilitates the transition from fossil fuel
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dependent €nergy sources to renewable sources and the connection of a
renewable energy source to the national grid.

The Board concluded that, subject to the implementation of the mitigation measures
set out in the environmental impact assessment report and, subject to compliance
with the conditions set out below, the effects on the environment of the proghsed
development, by itself and in combination with other development in th 'ci

would be acceptable. In doing so, the Board adopted the report a s of

the Inspector.

Appropriate Assessment Screening

The Board considered the Screening Report for ro eAssessment, and all other
relevant submissions and carried out an ap riat ssment screening exercise

and an appropriate assessment in relatje tential effects of the proposed

development on designated Europeanfls e Board noted that the proposed

development is not directly conngfted withsr necessary for the management of a
European Site and conside ature, scale and location of the proposed

development, as well as t the Inspector.

the screening ex igd out by the Inspector. The Board concluded that,
having regardgo uglitying interests for which the sites were designated and in
the abse 0 ological connection between the application site and the
Europedl Site\hAt
nafagh Lake SAC (001387),
llynafagh Bog SAC (000391),

* Mount Hevey Bog SAC (002342),

* Mouds Bog SAC (002331),

* The Long Derries Edenderry SAC (000925),
could be screened out from the further consideration and that the proposed

development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects would not be
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likely to have a significant effects on these European Sites or any other European
Sites in view of the sites’ conservation objectives and that a Stage 2 appropriate

assessment is therefore not required in relation to these European Sites.

Appropriate Assessment Stage 2

development for the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC (00

objectives. The Board considered that the information bef

the carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment,

In completing the assessment, the Board considere iKely direct and indirect

Soard accepted and adopted the

Appropriate Assessment carri he Inspector’s report in respect of the potential

regard to the sites’ Consé

In overall conclusigg. t oard was satisfied that the proposed development would
not adversely iftegrity of the the River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC
r Boyne and River Blackwater SPA (004232) or any other

w of the sites’ Conservation Objectives.

roposed development would be in accordance with the National Planning
Framework, the Eastern and Midiand Region Regional and Spatial Economic
Strategy 2019- 2031, the provisions of the Kildare County Development Plan 2017 —
2023 and would not have an unacceptable impact on:

e the road network in the area,
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aviation safety,

the character of the landscape or scenic views in the area,

the residential amenities of the area,

the archaeological or natural heritage of the area, and

would, therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and sustai
development of the area.

Conditions

The development shall be carried out and ¢
the plans and particulars lodged with th pp S amended by the
further pians and particulars submitted on day of October 2019,
and by the further particulars recei

let ccordance with

ord Pleandia on the 24th day
ise be required in order to comply

e carried out and completed in accordance

ring which the proposed development hereby permitted may
d out shall be 10 years from the date of this order.

gason: Having regard to the nature and extent of the proposed
development, the Board considered it appropriate to specify a period of
validity of this permission in excess of five years.

3. | This permission shall be for a period of 30 years from the date of the first
commissioning of the wind farm.

Reason: To enable the pianning authority to review its operation in the light
of the circumstances then prevailing

ABP-306500-20 Board Direction Page 6 of 12



4. (a) Prior to commencement of development, a revised and updated T
Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be
submitted to, and agreed with writing with, the planning authority. The
revised and updated plan shall provide finalised details of intended

construction practice for the development, inctuding hours of working, noise
Mmanagement measures and off-site disposal of construction waste.
(b) The developer shall ensure that all construction methods Q

a
environmental mitigation measures, including operation mo i
requirements, as set out in the Environmental impact As mefpReport
m
ent.

and the revised CEMP (Appendix 2-2) and associat ation, are
implemented in full, save as may be required by dondii this order.

ir

(a) The wind turbines, including des, and the wind monitoring

mast, shall be finished external ht grey colour.
(b) Cables within the site II'be Iaid underground.
(c)} The wind turbines® ared to ensure that the blades rotate in the

same direction.

{(d) No adve ial, other than those already applied for as part of
this propbs opment, shall be placed on or otherwise be affixed to
t

any& the site without a prior grant of planning permission.
easoy: the interest of visual amenity

providing for the collection, removal and disposal of foul waste

| | 9fising from staff facilities shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with
the planning authority prior to commencement of development. Thereafter,

the waste shall be managed in accordance with the agreed plan.

Reason: To provide for the appropriate management of foul waste in the

interests of public heaith and to prevent water poliution.

7. | The following shadow flicker requirements shall be complied with:

L
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[ (a) Cumulative shadow flicker arising from the proposed development shall

not exceed 30 minutes in any day or 30 hours in any year at any dwelling.

(b) The proposed turbines shall be fitted with appropriate equipment and

software to control shadow flicker at dwellings.

(c) Prior to commencement of construction, a wind farm shadow flicker

monitoring programme shall be prepared by a consultant with expgfience
simifar monitoring work, in accordance with details to be submj t
planning authority for written agreement. Details of the mo

programme shall include the proposed monitoring equipmeRhan
methodology to be used, and the reporting schedu

Reason: In the interest of residential amenity.

8. | In the event that the proposed development terference with
telecommunications signals, effectivegmnea all be introduced to

minimise interference with telecomarg

of these measures, which shall P developer’'s expense, shall be
e planning authority prior to

submitted to, and agreed i@ writi

-

commissioning of the i nd following consuitation with the relevant

authorities,

Reason: In the i % f protecting telecommunications signals and of

utical requiremnents shall be submitted to, and agreed in

e planning authority prior to commencement of development.

for tojcommissioning of the turbines, the developer shall inform the

ng authority and the Irish Aviation Authority of the as constructed tip

ights and co-ordinates of the turbines and wind monitoring masts.

Reason: In the interest of air traffic safety.

' 10. 1 On full or partial decommissioning of the wind farm, or if the wind farm ﬁ
ceases operation for a period of more than one year, the wind monitoring
mast, the turbines concerned and all decommissioned structures shall be

removed, and foundations covered with soil to facilitate re-vegetation, all to
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be complete to the written satisfaction of the planning authority within three

months of decomm!ssmmng or cessation of operation.

Reason: To ensure satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon full or partial

cessation of the project,

The developer shall facilitate the preservation, recording and protectlon of

archaeological materials or features that may exist within the site
regard, the developer shall —

(a) Notify the planning authority in writing at least four w
commencement of any site Operation (including hydr
geotechnical investigations) relating to the propo

(b) Employ a suitably-qualified archaeologistyho s onitor all site

investigations and other excavation workg, an

(c) Provide arrangements, accepta o the'planning authority, for the
recording and for the removal o logical material which the
authority considers appropriate

In default of agreement oh y of these requirements, the matter shall be
referred to An Bord R ala for determination.

Reason: In ogdely serve the archaeological heritage of the site and to

secure thegpreServation and protection of any remains that may exist within

the site.

12. | ThtopSeetidh of the proposed development, by itself or in combination with
y otfer'permitted wind energy development, shall not result in noise levels,
measured externally at nearby noise sensitive locations, which

gXkceed:

IM (a) Between the hours of 7am and 11pm:

i.  the greater of 5 dB(A) Lo, 10min above background noise
levels, or 45 dB(A) Lso,10min, at wind speeds of 5m/s or

greater
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il. 40 dB(A) Leo.1omin at all other wind speeds

(b) 43 dB(A) Loo,10min at all other times

where wind speeds are Meéasured at 10m above ground level

Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall syl

agree in writing with the planning authority a noise compliadc i@Ting

Programme for the subject development, including any asures
such as the de-rating of particular turbines. All noi ents shall
be carried out in accordance with SO R tion R 1996

‘Assessment of Noise with Respect to Com unity Respbnse,” as amended
by ISO Recommendations R 1996-1. , Th
compliance monitoring shall be submjited ¥, a agreed in writing with, the

s of the initial noise

planning authority within six months offgmmlissioning of the wind farm.

ubrnitted to, and agreed in writing with, the
affic management plan shall incorporate details of
€ used by construction traffic, including over-sized

ti¥es to be traversed, as may be required. The plan should ailso
details of how the developer intends to engage with and notify the

ommunity in advance of the delivery of oversized loads.

eason: In the interest of traffic safety.

4. | The developer shail pay to the planning authority a financial contribution as
a special contribution under section 48(2)(c) of the Planning and
Development Act 2000, as amended, in respect of works to the Johnstown
Bridge roundabout, works at the junction of the Derrymahon road/L5025
and the R402 and any road strengthening works on the Derrymahon
road/L5025 between its junction with the R402 and the application site
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entrance, and that are required to facilitate the construction of the
Proposed development and that are undertaken by the local authority. The
amount of the contribution shall be agreed between the planning authority
and the developer or, in default of such agreement, the matter shalil be
referred to An Bord Pleanéla for determination. The contribution shall be

paid prior to the commencement of the development or in such phase

payments as the planning authority may facilitate and sha] be updz
the time of payment in accordance with changes in the Wholg€ate P (o}
Index — Building and Construction (Capital Goods), publisiied b
Central Statistics Office.

Reason: itis considered reasonable that the devglo h@tld contribute
towards the specific exceptional costs which inc by the planning

authority which are not covered in the Dagelo ontribution Scheme

and which will benefit the proposed dévelopige

_

16.

Prior to commencement of deve € developer shall lodge with the

planning authority a cash depo gfof an insurance company, or

such other security as m & acceptable to the planning authority, to

secure the reinstate ic roads which may be damaged by the

transport of mate h@Site or by works carried out in relation to the

laying of the ion, coupled with an agreement empowering the
r

planning 0 apply such security or part thereof to the satisfactory
e

reins o) the public road. The form and amount of the security shall

b

aSgge™ between the planning authority and the developer or, in
fault¥pfagreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for
ination.

eason: In the interest of traffic safety and the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area.

The developer shall pay to the planning authority a financial contribution in
respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the
area of the planning authority that is provided or intended to be provided by
or on behalf of the authority in accordance with the terms of the
Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the Planning
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and Development Act 2000. The contribution shall be paid prior to the ]
commencement of development or in such phased payments as the
planning authorities may facilitate and shall be subject to any applicable
indexation provisions of the Scheme at the time of payment. Details of the
application of the terms of the Scheme shall be agreed between the
planning authorities and the developer or, in defauit of such agreemeg

matter shall be referred to the Board to determine the proper appli
the terms of the Scheme.

Reason: It is a requirement of the Planning and Develop t 0

that a condition requiring a contribution in accordanc

Development Contribution Scheme made under s&€cti 4 the Act be

applied to the permission. J

s

L S 4 /C

Board Member )} Date: 03/09/2020

ABP-306500-20 Board Direction Page 12 of 12



