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Board Direction 

BD-007014-20 

ABP-307627-20 
 

 

 

The submissions on this file and the Inspector's report were considered at a Board 

meeting held on 24/11/2020.  

 

The Board decided to grant permission generally in accordance with the Inspector's 

recommendation, for the following reasons and considerations, and subject to the 

following conditions. 

 

Reasons and Considerations 

 

Having regard to national policy with regard to the development of alternative and 

indigenous energy sources and the minimisation of emissions of greenhouses 

gases, the Wind Energy Development Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2006, the 

provisions of the Leitrim County Development Plan 2015-2021 and the character of 

the landscape along with the planning history of the site and the distance to existing 

residential development, it is considered that the proposed development, subject to 

compliance with the conditions set out below, would be acceptable in terms of impact 

on the visual amenities and landscape character of the area, would not seriously 

injure the amenities of property in the vicinity, would not be prejudicial to public 

health and be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development 

of the area. 
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Conditions 

 

1. The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with the 

plans and particulars lodged with the application as amended by the further 

plans and particulars submitted on the 27th day of March 2020, except as may 

otherwise be required in order to comply with the following conditions. Where 

such conditions require details to be agreed with the planning authority, the 

developer shall agree such details in writing with the planning authority prior 

to commencement of development and the development shall be carried out 

and completed in accordance with the agreed particulars. 

Reason: In the interest of clarity. 

 

2. The wind turbines including masts and blades, and the anemometer mast, 

shall be finished externally in a colour to be agreed in writing with the planning 

authority prior to commencement of development.  

      Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 

 

3. Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall submit to and 

agree in writing with the planning authority a Shadow flicker compliance 

monitoring programme for the subject development, including any mitigation 

measures such as the use of appropriate equipment and software to suitably 

control shadow flicker at nearby dwellings, including control or turbine 

rotation, in accordance with details which shall be submitted to, and agreed in 

writing with, the planning authority. Shadow flicker arising from the proposed 

development, by itself or in combination with other existing or permitted wind 

energy development in the vicinity, shall not exceed 30 hours per year or 30 

minutes per day at existing or permitted dwellings or other sensitive receptors. 

  Reason: In the interest of residential amenity. 
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4. The operation of the proposed development, by itself or in combination with 

any other permitted wind energy development, shall not result in noise levels, 

when measured externally at nearby noise sensitive locations, which exceed: 

 

(a) 40 dB(A) L90,10min between the hours of 7am and 11pm 

 

(b) 43 dB(A) L90,10min at all other times. 

 

Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall submit to and 

agree in writing with the planning authority a noise compliance monitoring 

programme for the subject development, including any mitigation measures 

such as the de-rating of particular turbines.    All noise measurements shall be 

carried out in accordance with ISO Recommendation R 1996 “Assessment of 

Noise with Respect to Community Response,” as amended by ISO 

Recommendations R 1996-1.  The results of the initial noise compliance 

monitoring shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning 

authority within six months of commissioning of the wind farm. 

 

Reason: In the interest of residential amenity. 

 

5. Prior to the commencement of development, the applicant shall submit for the 

written agreement of the planning authority, details of an obstacle warning 

light scheme which can be visible to night vision equipment. 

  Reason: in the interest of aviation safety. 

 

6. The construction of the development shall be managed in accordance with a 

Construction and Environmental Management Plan, which shall be submitted 

to, and agreed in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of 

development. This plan shall provide details of intended decommissioning 

plans and construction practice for the development, including hours of 

working, noise management measures and off-site disposal of 

construction/demolition waste. 

  Reason: In the interests of public safety and residential amenity. 
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7. The developer shall retain the services of a suitably qualified ecologist to 

supervise all elements of the construction phase and all relevant measures 

outlined in the Construction and Environmental Management Plan. Details of 

all relevant environmental protection measures to be undertaken in this plan 

shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with the planning authority prior to 

commencement of development. 

Reason: To ensure satisfactory carrying out of development in relation to 

protection of flora and fauna. 

 

8. On full or partial decommissioning of the turbine or if the turbine ceases 

operation for a period of more than one year, the mast and the turbine 

concerned shall be removed and all decommissioned structures shall be 

removed, and foundations removed or covered with soil to facilitate re-

vegetation, within three months of decommissioning. 

Reason: To ensure satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon cessation of 

the project. 

 

9. Details of the road network to be used by construction traffic and by the long-

term maintenance traffic shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the 

planning authority prior to commencement of development. 

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety. 
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10. Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall lodge with the 

planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company, or such 

other security as may be acceptable to the planning authority, to secure the 

reinstatement of public roads which may be damaged by the transport of 

materials to the site, coupled with an agreement empowering the planning 

authority to apply such security or part thereof to the satisfactory 

reinstatement of the public road. The form and amount of the security shall be 

as agreed between the planning authority and the developer or, in default of 

agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanála for determination. 

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety and the proper planning and 

sustainable development of the area. 

 

11. Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall lodge with the 

planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company, or such 

other security as may be acceptable to the planning authority, to secure the 

satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon cessation of the project, coupled 

with an agreement empowering the planning authority to apply such security 

or part thereof to such reinstatement. The form and amount of the security 

shall be as agreed between the planning authority and the developer or, in 

default of agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanála for determination. 

Reason: In the interest of orderly development and visual amenity and to 

ensure satisfactory reinstatement of the site. 

 

12. The developer shall pay to the planning authority a financial contribution in 

respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the 

area of the planning authority that is provided or intended to be provided by or 

on behalf of the authority in accordance with the terms of the Development 

Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the Planning and 

Development Act 2000, as amended. The contribution shall be paid prior to 

the commencement of development or in such phased payments as the 
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planning authority may facilitate and shall be subject to any applicable 

indexation provisions of the Scheme at the time of payment. Details of the 

application of the terms of the Scheme shall be agreed between the planning 

authority and the developer or, in default of such agreement, the matter shall 

be referred to the Board to determine the proper application of the terms of 

the Scheme. 

Reason: It is a requirement of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as 

amended, that a condition requiring a contribution in accordance with the 

Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the Act be 

applied to the permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Member  Date:   24/11/2020 

  John Connolly   

 

 


