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The submissions on this file and the Inspector's report were considered at a Board
meeting held on 14/06/2021.

The Board decided to grant permission generally in accordance with the Inspector's
recommendation, for the following reasons and considerations, and subject to the

following conditions.

Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to:

(a) national policy with regard to the development of sustainable energy sources,

(b)  the Wind Energy Development Guidelines for Planning Authorities issued by
the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in June,
2008,

(c) the provisions as set out in the current Kerry County Development Plan,
including those regarding renewable energy development, in particular
Objectives EP-11 and EP-12,

(d)  the location for the grid connection primarily within a road corridor and in an

area not subject to natural heritage protection,
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{e) the pattern of development along the grid connection route and the pattern of
permitted development in the area, and

(f) the limited scale of the proposed development,

it is considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below, the
proposed development, would not seriously injure the amenities of the area or of
property in the vicinity, would not have an unacceptable impact on the road network
of the area, would not be detrimental to the natural or cultural heritage of the area,
and would otherwise be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area.

Appropriate Assessment

The proposed development has been considered in light of the assessment

requirements of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.

Having carried out screening for appropriate assessment of the project, it was
concluded that it may have a significant effect on the Lower River Shannon Special
Area of Conservation (Site Code: 002165) and the River Shannon and River Fergus
Estuaries Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004077). Consequently, an
appropriate assessment was required of the implications of the project on the

qualifying features of those sites in light of their conservation objectives.

Following an appropriate assessment, it has been ascertained that the proposed
development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would not

adversely affect the integrity of the Lower River Shannon SAC and the River

sites’ Conservation Objectives.

This conclusion is based on a complete assessment of all aspects of the proposed

project and there is no reasonable doubt as to the absence of adverse effects.

This conclusion is based on:
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A full and detailed assessment of all aspects of the proposed project including

proposed mitigation measures.
Assessment of in-combination effects with other plans and projects.

No reasonable scientific doubt as to the absence of adverse effects on the
integrity of the Lower River Shannon SAC and the River Shannon and River
Fergus Estuaries SPA.

Conditions

1.

The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with the
plans and particulars lodged with the application, except as may otherwise be
required in order to comply with the following conditions. Where such conditions
require details to be agreed with the planning authority, the developer shall
agree such details in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement
of development and the development shall be carried out and completed in

accordance with the agreed particulars.

Reason: In the interest of clarity.

All mitigation measures identified within the Natura Impact Statement and the
associated documentation with the planning application shall be implemented in
full.

Reason: In the interest of clarity and to protect the environment.

The construction of the development shall be managed in accordance with a
Construction Management Plan, which shall be submitted to, and agreed in
writing with, the planning authority prior to commencement of

development. This plan shall provide details of intended construction practice
for the development, including hours of working, noise management measures

and off-site disposal of construction/demolition waste.

ABP-308643-20 Board Direction Page 3 of 5



Reason: In the interests of public safety and residential amenity.

The developer shall facilitate the preservation, recording and protection of
archaeological materials or features that may exist along the grid connection

corridor. In this regard, the developer shall -

(a) notify the planning authority in writing at least four weeks prior to the
commencement of any site operation {including hydrological and geotechnical
investigations) relating to the proposed development,

(b) employ a suitably-qualified archaeologist who shall monitor all site

investigations and other excavation works, and

(c) provide arrangements, acceptable to the planning authority, for the
recording and for the removal of any archaeological material which the authority

considers appropriate fo remove.

In default of agreement on any of these requirements, the matter shall be
referred to An Bord Pleanala for determination.

Reason: In order to conserve the archaeological heritage of the site and to
secure the preservation and protection of any remains that may exist within the
site.

Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall lodge with the
planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company, or other
security to secure the reinstatement of public roads, coupled with an agreement
empowering the local authority to apply such security or part thereof to the
satisfactory reinstatement of the public road. The form and amount of the

or, in default of agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for

determination.

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety and the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area.
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