An

Bord ’ Board Direction
Pleanala BD-013962-23
ABP-314015-22

The submissions on this file and the Inspector's report were considered at a Board
meeting held on 02/10/2023.

The Board decided to approve the proposed development generally in accordance
with the Inspector's recommendation, for the following reasons and considerations,

and subject to the following conditions.

Reasons and Considerations
In coming to its decision the Board had regard to the following:
(a) the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC),

(b) the European Union (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (as
amended),

(c) the likely consequences for the environment and the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area in which it is proposed to carry out the
proposed development and the likely significant effects of the proposed

development on European sites,

(d) the conservation objectives, gualifying interests, and special conservation
interests for Lady'’s Island Lake SPA (site code 004008), Wexford Harbour and
Slobs SPA (site code 004076), Slaney River Valley SAC (site code 000781),
The Raven SPA (site code 004019), Tacumshin Lake SPA (site code 004092),
and Saltee Islands SAC (site code 000707),

(e) Project Ireland 2040 National Planning Framework (NPF),

(f) Climate Action Plan 2023 — Changing Ireland for the Better,
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(g) Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (2011) (DMURS),
(h) Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES),

() the policies and objectives of the Wexford County Development Plan 2022-
2028,

(i} the nature and extent of the proposed works as set out in the application for
approval,

(k) the information submitted in relation to the potential impacts on habitats, flora
and fauna, including the Natura impact statement,

(I} the submissions and observations received in relation to the proposed

development, and,

(m) the report and recommendation of the person appointed by the Board to make

a report and recommendation on the matter.

Appropriate Assessment

The Board agreed with and adopted the screening assessment and conclusion carried
out in the Inspector’s report that Lady’s Island Lake SPA (site code 004009), Wexford
Harbour and Slobs SPA (site code 004076), Slaney River Valley SAC (site code
000781), The Raven SPA (site code 004019), Tacumshin Lake SPA (site code
004092), and Saltee Islands SAC (site code 000707), are the only European sites in
respect of which the proposed development has the potential to have significant
effects.

The Board considered the Natura impact statement and associated documentation
submitted with the application for approval, the mitigation measures contained therein,
the submissions and observations on file, and the Inspector’s assessment. The Board
completed an appropriate assessment of the implications of the proposed
development for the affected European sites, namely Lady's Island Lake SPA,
Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA, Slaney River Valley SAC, The Raven SPA,
Tacumshin Lake SPA, and Saltee Islands SAC, in view of the sites’ conservation
objectives. The Board considered that the information before it was adequate to allow
the carrying out of an appropriate assessment. In completing the appropriate
assessment, the Board considered, in particular, the following:
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i. the likely direct and indirect impacts arising from the proposed development
both individually or in combination with other plans or projects,

ii. the mitigation measures which are included as part of the current proposal, and
ii.  the conservation objectives for the European sites.

In completing the appropriate assessment, the Board accepted and adopted the
appropriate assessment carried out in the Inspector’s report in respect of the potential
effects of the proposed development on the integrity of the aforementioned European
sites, having regard to the sites’ conservation objectives.

In overall conclusion, the Board was satisfied that the proposed development, by itse!f
or in combination with other plans or projects, would not adversely affect the integrity
of the European sites, in view of the sites’ conservation objectives and there is no

reasonable scientific doubt as to the absence of such effects.

Proper Planning and Sustainable Development / Likely Effects on the

Environment

It is considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below, the
proposed development would not have significant negative effects on the environment
or the community in the vicinity, would not give rise to a risk of pollution or significantly
adversely affect biodiversity in the area, would not be detrimental to the visual or
landscape amenities of the area, and would not seriously injure the amenities of
property in the vicinity. The proposed development would improve accessibility to
Rosslare Europort for heavy goods vehicles and result in an improved environment for
residents of and visitors to Rosslare Harbour. The proposed development would,
therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of

the area.

Conditions

1. The proposed road development shall be carried out and completed in
accordance with the plans and particulars, including the Natura impact

statement and Planning and Environmental Considerations Report, lodged with
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the application for approval, except as may otherwise be required in order to
comply with the following conditions. Where any mitigation measures set out in
the Natura impact statement or the Planning and Environmental Considerations
Report or any conditions of approval require further details to be prepared by
or on behalf of the local authority, these details shall be placed on the file and

retained as part of the public record.

Reason: In the interest of clarity and the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area and to ensure the protection of the environment.

2. The proposals, mitigation measures, commitments, and recommendations set
out in the Natura impact statement and Planning and Environmental
Considerations Report shall be implemented in full as part of the proposed road
development. Any proposals, mitigation measures, commitments, and
recommendations stating ‘should’ or ‘may’ etc. shall be read as ‘shall’ or ‘will

etc.

Reason: In the interest of clarity, to mitigate the environmental effects of the
proposed road development, and to protect the amenities of the area and of
properties in the vicinity.

3. Prior to the commencement of development, the local authority, or any agent
acting on its behalf, shall prepare in consultation with the relevant statutory
agencies, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP),
incorporating all mitigation measures indicated in the Natura impact statement
and Planning and Environmental Considerations Report and demonstration of
proposals to adhere to best practice and protocols. These details shall be

placed on the file and retained as part of the public record.

Reason: In the interest of protecting the environment.

4. Prior to the commencement of development, the local authority, or any agent
acting on its behalf, shall prepare a signage strategy for the interface of the
active travel corridor and the roundabout permitted by Planning Authority Reg.
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Ref. 20200725 which shall be incorporated into the overall signage strategy for
the development. These details shall be placed on the file and retained as part

of the public record.

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety.

5. The preservation, recording, and protection of archaeological materials or
features that may exist within the site shall be facilitated. In this regard, a
suitably qualified archaeologist shall be retained to monitor all site
investigations and other excavation works and provide arrangements for the
recording and for the removal of any archaeological material considered

appropriate to remove.

Reason: In order to conserve the archaeological heritage of the site and to
secure the preservation and protection of any remains that may exist within the

site.

Board Member / /@Q@gé Date: 02/10/2023

Una Crosse
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