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The submissions on this file and the Inspector's report were considered at a Board
meeting held on 08/11/2024.

The Board decided by a 2:1 majority to grant permission generally in accordance
with the Inspector's recommendation, for the following reasons and considerations,
and subject to the following conditions.

Reasons and Considerations

It is considered that subject to compliance with the conditions set out below, and
having regard to the location of the proposed development on a site with existing
telecommunications structures in an ‘Urban Environs Landscape’ as per the Galway
County Development Plan 2022-2028; that the proposed development would not be
visually intrusive or impact negatively upon the built heritage of Gort Architectural
Conservation Area and the protected structures within the vicinity; would provide for a
required improvement in telecommunications service and infrastructure and would
accord with Policy Objectives ICT1 and ICT4 and DM Standard 42 of the Galway
County Development Plan 2022 — 2028; and would not be prejudicial to public health
or seriously injurious {o the residential amenities of properties in the vicinity. The
proposed development would therefore be in accordance with the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area.

In reaching its decision the Board had regard to the location of the proposed

development on a site with an existing telecommunications structure which the
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proposed structure will replace, the presence of a second existing telecommunications
structure on an adjacent site which is the location of a protected structure, and the
designation of the area as an ‘Urban Environs Landscape’ in the Galway County
Development Plan 2022-2028. The Board accepted the assessment of the need for
the structure to provide improved telecommunications services in the area and the
lack of suitable alternative structures on which to co-locate. The Board further noted
the assessment in Section 7.7.3 of the inspector's report of the changes in the
Information and Communications and Technology policy objectives and landscape
sensitivity designation between the current development plan and the previous plan

under which the application was assessed by the planning authority.

The Board considered that the development is a project for the purposes of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive. However, the Board concluded that the
proposed development does not fall within a class of development set out in Part 1 or
Part 2 of Schedule 5 to the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as
amended, and therefore no preliminary examination, screening for environmental

impact assessment, or environmental impact assessment is required.

Conditions
1. The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with the plans

and particulars lodged with the application and further information submitted on
the 19™ November 2021, except as may otherwise be required in order to comply
with the following conditions. Where such conditions require details to be agreed
with the Planning Authority, the developer shall agree such details in writing with
the Planning Authority prior to commencement of development and the
development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with the agreed
particulars.

Reason: In the interest of clarity.
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2. The developer shall provide and make available at reasonable terms, the
proposed support structure for the provision of mobile telecommunications

antenna of third-party licenced telecommunications operators.

Reason: In the interest of avoidance of multiplicity of telecommunications

structures in the area, in the interest of visual amenity and proper planning and
sustainable development.

3. The existing mast and any associated structures shall be decommissioned and

removed within 3 months of the date of the new mast becoming operational.

Reason: In the interests of visual amenity

4. Within six months of the cessation of the use of the telecommunications
structure, all structures shall be removed from the site, and the site shall be
reinstated at the operator’s expense in accordance with a scheme to be
submitted in writing for agreement with the Planning Authority within six months

of the date of this order.

Reason: In the interest of protecting the landscape.

5. No advertisement or advertisement structure shall be erected or displayed on the
proposed structure or its appendages or within the curtilage of the site.

Reason: In the interest of the visual amenities of the area.

6. Site development and building works shall be carried out only between the hours
of 0700 to 1900 Mondays to Fridays inclusive, between 0800 to 1400 hours on
Saturdays and not at all on Sundays and public holidays. Deviation from these
times will only be allowed in exceptional circumstances where prior written

approval has been received from the Planning Authority.

Reason: In order to safeguard the residential amenities of property in the vicinity.
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Board Member N\AM W Date: 18/11/2024

Mary-Gurrie
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