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The submissions on this file and the Inspector's report were considered at meetings
held on 27/06/2025, 16/09/2025 and 19/05/2026.

The Commission decided to refuse permission, generally in accordance with the

Inspector’s recommendation, for the following reasons and considerations.
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Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to the policies and objectives of the Mayo County Development Plan
2022-2028, to the nature of the proposed development and its relationship with the
surrounding area and proximity to the Clew Bay Complex Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) (Site Code 001482) and to the submitted Natura Impact
Statement, and noting the absence therein of sufficient detail as to how disturbance
impacts on some of the qualifying interest species can be credibly avoided in the
absence of outlined mitigation measures at construction and operation stages, it
cannot be ruled out that there would not be a significant negative impact on the

qualifying interests of the SAC. Furthermore, notwithstanding Section 1.3 of the EPA
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Code of Practice for Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Population
Equivalent < 10), which provides that variations to the standards in the Code of
Practice may be considered if existing domestic wastewater treatment systems are
being upgraded, the Commission considered that, in the absence of suitable scaled
drawings of the proposed wastewater treatment system, the detail provided was not
sufficient to rule out that the proposed wastewater treatment system would not have
a significant negative impact on the SAC due to the potential discharge of polluted
wastewater to the ground and onwards to the SAC waters. Therefore, the
Appropriate Assessment of the proposed development cannot exclude that the
proposed development will not give rise to significant effects on Clew Bay Complex
Special Area of Conservation in view of the site conservation objectives.
Accordingly, the proposed development would not accord with policy NEP 1 of the
Mayo County Development Plan in relation to the protection of the integrity of Natura
2000 sites and would therefore, be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area.
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