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An Bord Pleanála 

 
 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000 TO 2016 
 

Wicklow County 
 

Planning Register Reference Number: 16/348  
 

An Bord Pleanála Reference Number:  PL 27.247845  
 
 
APPEAL by Anthony and Caroline Keogh of Knockeen, Tullow, County 
Carlow against the decision made on the 8th day of December, 2016 by 
Wicklow County Council to grant subject to conditions a permission to 
Thomas Burgess care of Grasstec Limited of Kilpatrick, Ballyclough, Mallow, 
County Cork in accordance with plans and particulars lodged with the said 
Council. 
 
 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: (a) Demolition of derelict milking parlour. (b) 
Extensions to existing cubicle shed to accommodate additional cubicles and 
feeding area with underground slatted tanks. (c) Construction of roof over 
existing collecting yard. (d) Construction of silage slab. (e) Construction of a 
livestock underpass along with associated soiled water storage facilities. (f) 
Construction of dairy washings tank. (g) Construction of two number 
agricultural vehicular entrances and all associated site works at Knockeen, 
County Wicklow.   
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DECISION 
 
GRANT permission for the above proposed development in accordance 
with the said plans and particulars based on the reasons and 
considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below.  
 
 

MATTERS CONSIDERED 
 
In making its decision, the Board had regard to those matters to which, by 
virtue of the Planning and Development Acts and Regulations made 
thereunder, it was required to have regard. Such matters included any 
submissions and observations received by it in accordance with statutory 
provisions. 
 
 

REASONS AND CONSIDERATIONS 
 

Having regard to the nature and scale of the development, the history of on-
site agricultural activity and to the existing character and pattern of 
development in the vicinity, it is considered that, subject to compliance with 
the conditions set out below, the proposed development would not be 
prejudicial to public health, would not seriously injure the amenities of the area 
or of property in the vicinity and would be acceptable in terms of traffic safety 
and convenience.  The proposed development would, therefore, be in 
accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the 
area. 

 
Appropriate Assessment 
 
The Board noted the Appropriate Assessment Screening determination 
carried out by the Inspector. The Board concurred with the Inspector’s 
determination, and adopted her conclusions in this regard.  The Board was 
therefore satisfied, having regard to the nature, location and scale of the 
subject development, that the construction of the proposed development, 
either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, would not be 
likely to have a significant effect on the Slaney River Valley Special Area of 
Conservation (Site Code: 000781) or on any other European Sites in view of 
their conservation objectives.  
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CONDITIONS 
 
1. The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance 

with the plans and particulars lodged with the application, as amended 
by the further plans and particulars submitted on the 26th day of 
October, 2016, except as may otherwise be required in order to comply 
with the following conditions.  Where such conditions require details to 
be agreed with the planning authority, the developer shall agree such 
details in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of 
development and the development shall be carried out and completed 
in accordance with the agreed particulars. 
 
Reason: In the interest of clarity. 
 
 

2. Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall agree in 
writing with the planning authority arrangements for a Traffic 
Management Pan. 

 
Reason: In the interests of public safety and traffic safety. 

 
 
3. The finishes of all structures including the slurry tower shall be dark 

green. 
 

Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 
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4. Water supply and drainage arrangements for the site, including the 

disposal of surface and soiled water, shall comply with the 
requirements of the planning authority for such works and services.  In 
this regard-  
 
(a) uncontaminated surface water run-off shall be disposed of 

directly in a sealed system, and  
 
(b) all soiled waters shall be directed to a storage tank.  Drainage 

details shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the 
planning authority prior to commencement of development. 

 
Reason: In the interests of environmental protection and public health. 
 
 

5. All foul effluent and slurry generated by the proposed development and 
in the farmyard shall be conveyed through properly constructed 
channels to the proposed and existing storage facilities and no effluent 
or slurry shall discharge or be allowed to discharge to any stream, river 
or watercourse, or to the public road. 
 
Reason:  In the interest of public health. 
 
 

6. The developer shall facilitate the archaeological appraisal of the site 
and shall provide for the preservation, recording and protection of 
archaeological materials or features which may exist within the site. In 
this regard, the developer shall: 

 
(a) notify the planning authority in writing at least four weeks prior to 

the commencement of any site operation (including hydrological 
and geotechnical investigations) relating to the proposed 
development, and 

 
(b) employ a suitably-qualified archaeologist prior to the 

commencement of development.  The archaeologist shall 
assess the site and monitor all site development works. 
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The assessment shall address the following issues: 
 

(i) the nature and location of archaeological material on the 
site, and 

 
(ii) the impact of the proposed development on such 

archaeological material. 
 

A report, containing the results of the assessment, shall be submitted to 
the planning authority and, arising from this assessment, the developer 
shall agree in writing with the planning authority details regarding any 
further archaeological requirements (including, if necessary, 
archaeological excavation) prior to commencement of construction 
works. 

 
In default of agreement on any of these requirements, the matter shall 
be referred to An Bord Pleanála for determination. 

 
Reason:  In order to conserve the archaeological heritage of the area 
and to secure the preservation (in-situ or by record) and protection of 
any archaeological remains that may exist within the site. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Member of An Bord Pleanála 
duly authorised to authenticate 
the seal of the Board. 
 
 
Dated this            day of                     2017. 
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