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Board Order  

ABP-305037-19 

 

 

Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2019 

Planning Authority: Limerick City and County Council 

Planning Register Reference Number: 19/215 

 

 

Appeal by Brian and Monica Bonar care of HRA Planning, Chartered Town 

Planning Consultants of 3 Hartstong Street, Limerick against the decision 

made on the 5th day of July, 2019 by Limerick City and County Council to 

grant subject to conditions a permission to Paddy Hayes care of Liam 

McElligott, Chartered Engineer of Ballysally, Grange, Kilmallock, County 

Limerick in accordance with plans and particulars lodged with the said 

Council: 

 

 

Proposed Development:  The refurbishment and part re-building of existing 

derelict car house building for use as a keg room, kitchen, office to include 

external beer garden/seating area with new rear pub front access and 

associated development works at The Swans Bar, Longfordbridge, Bruff, 

County Limerick. 
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Decision 

 

GRANT permission for the above proposed development in accordance 

with the said plans and particulars based on the reasons and 

considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below. 

 

 

Matters Considered 

 

In making its decision, the Board had regard to those matters to which, by 

virtue of the Planning and Development Acts and Regulations made 

thereunder, it was required to have regard. Such matters included any 

submissions and observations received by it in accordance with statutory 

provisions.  

 

 

Reasons and Considerations 

 

Having regard to the size and scale of the proposed refurbishment proposals 

for The Swans Bar which is an existing business within a rural area, it is 

considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below, the 

revised proposal would not seriously injure the residential amenities of the 

area and would be acceptable in terms of pedestrian and traffic safety and 

would, therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable 

development of the area.  
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Conditions 

 

1. The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with 

the plans and particulars lodged with the application, as amended by the 

further plans and particulars submitted on the 12th day of June 2019 and 

by the further plans and particulars received by An Bord Pleanála on the 

26th day of August 2019, except as may otherwise be required in order to 

comply with the following conditions.  Where such conditions require 

details to be agreed with the planning authority, the developer shall 

agree such details in writing with the planning authority prior to 

commencement of development and the development shall be carried 

out and completed in accordance with the agreed particulars.  

 

Reason:  In the interest of clarity. 

 

2. The proposed development shall be amended as follows:  

(a)  the no parking zone in front of the existing buildings shall be 

extended southwards, to leave only two parallel car parking 

spaces; 

(b)  signage directing drivers to use the car park to the rear of the 

public house; 

(c)  a revised layout of the car park showing parallel car parking 

spaces with a length of six metres and the formalisation of the 

existing entrance/exit;  

(d)  details of the proposed smoking shelter and the external seating 

area, including the seating and the screen. 
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Revised drawings showing compliance with these requirements shall be 

submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to 

commencement of development.  

 

Reason: In the interests of road safety, the efficient use of car parking 

spaces and visual amenity. 

 

3. Prior to the commencement of use of the porch and external seating 

area, the car park as shown on the submitted plans and revised in 

accordance with condition 2(c) above, shall be provided with a sealed 

surface and formally laid out.  Likewise, the no parking area to the front 

of the site shall be formally laid out in accordance with condition 2(a) 

above. 

 

Reason:  In the interests of the efficient use of car parking spaces, 

residential amenity, and road safety. 

 

4. Prior to the commencement of use of the porch and external seating 

area, the utility pole adjacent to the entrance/exit to the car park shall be 

re-sited to a position behind the hard shoulder to the regional road. 

 

Reason:  In the interest of road safety.   

 

5. Surface water drainage arrangements shall comply with the 

requirements of the planning authority for such works and services.    

 

Reason:  In the interest of public safety. 
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6. Site development and building works shall be carried out only between 

the hours of 0800 to 1900 Mondays to Fridays inclusive, between 0800 

to 1400 hours on Saturdays and not at all on Sundays and public 

holidays.  Deviation from these times will only be allowed in exceptional 

circumstances where prior written approval has been received from the 

planning authority.      

 

Reason:  In order to safeguard the residential amenities of property in 

the vicinity. 

 

7. The external seating area shall not be used after 1900 hours and at that 

time, tables, chairs, screens and other equipment shall be removed to 

storage. 

Neither the external seating area nor the car park shall be used as a 

venue for playing music and any relaying of music from the public house 

to these areas shall not occur. 

 

Reason:  In order to safeguard the residential amenities of property in 

the vicinity. 

 

 

 

Maria FitzGerald 

Member of An Bord Pleanála 

duly authorised to authenticate 

the seal of the Board 

 

Dated this            day of                      2019 

 

 


