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Board Order  

ABP-307335-20 

 

 

Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2019 

Planning Authority: Galway County Council 

Planning Register Reference Number: 20/101 

 

 

Appeal by Brendan Dowling of Cashla, Athenry, County Galway against the 

decision made on the 8th day of June, 2020 by Galway County Council to 

grant subject to conditions a permission to C and F Tooling Limited care of 

MBK Associates of The Quay, Kinvara, County Galway in accordance with 

plans and particulars lodged with the said Council: 

 

 

Proposed Development: Construction of a wind turbine test site comprising 

of the following:- one number 12 metre high turbine tower with adjacent 12 

metre high wind measuring mast and one number 20 metre high turbine tower 

with adjacent 20 metre high wind measurement mast and all associated 

services at Moor townland, Athenry, County Galway. 

 

Decision 

 

GRANT permission for the above proposed development in accordance 

with the said plans and particulars based on the reasons and 

considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below. 
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Matters Considered 

 

In making its decision, the Board had regard to those matters to which, by 

virtue of the Planning and Development Acts and Regulations made 

thereunder, it was required to have regard. Such matters included any 

submissions and observations received by it in accordance with statutory 

provisions.  

 

Reasons and Considerations 

 

Having regard to the design, layout and scale of the proposed development 

and to the pattern of development in the area, it is considered that, subject to 

compliance with the conditions set out below, the proposed development 

would not seriously injure the visual amenities of the area or of property in the 

vicinity. The proposed development would, therefore, be in accordance with 

the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. 

 

Conditions 

 

1. The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with 

the plans and particulars lodged with the application, as amended by the 

further plans and particulars received by the planning authority on the 

21st day of May, 2020, except as may otherwise be required in order to 

comply with the following conditions. Where such conditions require 

details to be agreed with the planning authority, the developer shall 

agree such details in writing with the planning authority prior to 

commencement of development and the development shall be carried 

out and completed in accordance with the agreed particulars.  

 

Reason: In the interest of clarity. 
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2. The following design requirements shall be complied with: 

 

(a)  The turbine towers and blades and wind measuring masts, shall be 

finished externally in a light grey colour, unless otherwise agreed in 

writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of 

development.  

 

(b)  Cables within the site shall be laid underground.  

 

Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 

 

3. This permission for a wind turbine test site is for a period of five years 

from the date of this Order. The structures shall then be removed unless 

permission has been granted for their retention for a further period. 

 

Reason: In the interest of clarity, and to enable the planning authority to 

review its operation in the light of the circumstances then prevailing. 

 

4. The developer shall facilitate the archaeological appraisal of the site and 

shall provide for the preservation, recording and protection of 

archaeological materials or features which may exist within the site. In 

this regard, the developer shall:  

 

(i)  notify the relevant planning authority in writing at least four weeks 

prior to the commencement of any site operation (including 

hydrological and geotechnical investigations) relating to the 

proposed development, and  

 

(ii)  employ a suitably-qualified archaeologist prior to commencement of 

development. The archaeologist shall assess the site and monitor 

all site development works. The assessment shall address the 

following issues:  
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(i) the nature and location of archaeological material on the site, 

and 

 

(ii) the impact of the proposed development on such 

archaeological material.  

 

A report, containing the results of the assessment, shall be 

submitted to the planning authority and, arising from this 

assessment, the developer shall agree in writing with the planning 

authority details regarding any further archaeological requirements 

(including, if necessary, archaeological excavation) prior to 

commencement of construction works. 

 

In default of agreement on any of these requirements, the matter shall 

be referred to An Bord Pleanála for determination. 

 

Reason: In order to conserve the archaeological heritage of the area 

and to secure the preservation (in-situ or by record) and protection of 

any archaeological remains that may exist within the site. 

 

5. Details of aeronautical requirements shall be submitted to, and agreed in 

writing with, the planning authority prior to commencement of 

development. Prior to commissioning of the turbines, the developer shall 

inform the planning authority and the Irish Aviation Authority of the ‘as 

constructed’ tip heights and co-ordinates of the turbines and wind 

monitoring masts. 

 

Reason: In the interest of air traffic safety. 
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6. On full or partial decommissioning of the operations, or if the operations 

cease operation for a period of more than one year, the turbines 

concerned and all decommissioned structures shall be removed, and 

foundations covered with soil to facilitate re-vegetation. These 

reinstatement works shall be completed to the written satisfaction of the 

relevant planning authority within three months of decommissioning or 

cessation of operation. 

 

Reason: To ensure satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon cessation 

of the project. 

 

7. The existing field boundaries of natural stone shall be retained in situ. 

 

Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Prendergast 

Member of An Bord Pleanála 

duly authorised to authenticate 

the seal of the Board. 

 

Dated this            day of                      2020. 

 

 


