An
Bord Ordu Boird

Pleanala ABP-311057-21

Na hAchtanna um Pleanail agus Forbairt 2000 go 2021
Udaras Pleanala: Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe

Uimhir Thagartha an Chlair Phleanala: 20/683

Achomharc 6 Udaras na Gaeltachta faoi chiram Ryan Hanley Consulting
Engineers, 1 Pairc Ghné na Gaillimhe, An Daingean, Gaillimh in aghaidh an
chinnidh a rinne Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe ar an 124 1a d'ltil, 2021
cead a dhitltu d’'Udaras na Gaeltachta.

An Fhorbairt ata Beartaithe Le haghaidh Chéim 1 den thorbairt leantunach ar
an bpairc nualaiochta mara Pairc na Mara ar laithrean athfhorbraiochta a
bhfuil limistéar foriomlan de thimpeall 9 heictear i geeist leis. T4 limistéar de
25.2 heictedr i geeist le teorainn iomlan an iarratais. T4 roinnt diseanna
tionsclaiocha mhuirbhunaithe i gceist leis an bhforbraiocht, mar aon le
haiseanna oideachais agus taighde fheidhmigh i gCill Chiarain, Contae na
Gaillimhe sna bailte fearainn Cill Chiarain, An Aird Mhoir agus Caladh
Mhainse. San &ireamh san fhorbraiocht ta astarraingt uisce 6 Loch Scainimh,
€ a aistrit chuig Loch an [arainn agus a storail go sealadach inti, é a
ghaibhnit agus a phumpail chug laithrean Phairc na Mara le priomhphioban
anios. Is sna bailte fearainn Caladh Mhainse agus Cill Chiarain ata na
hastarraingti lonnaithe. Thug Comhairle Contae na Gaillimhe cead pleanala
roimhe seo i leith gniomhaiochatai dobharshaothri-bhunaithe ar an laithrean
larratais ag Pairc na Mara in 2002 (Tagairt Pleandla: 01/2584), agus toégadh
an chéad chéim den phairc nudlaiochta in 2005.Mar thaca don iarratas seo ta
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maistirphlean a mbeidh 2 cheann de chéimeanna faoina réim agus ta cead 10

mbliana & lorg le haghaidh Chéim 1.
Beidh an méid seo san aireamh i gCeim 1 den fhorbraiocht:

(1) lonad Forbartha Nudlaiochta Mara (IFNM) agus Clos

(2) lonad Taighde agus Forbartha Feidhmi

(3) lonad Tégala Bad

(4) Ais Breisluacha Feamainne

(5) Coéras Athshruthaithe Dobharshaothraithe Fioruisce — Aonad
Rambhraithe

(6) lar-Ghealoga — Céras Athshruthaithe Dobharshaothraithe agus Coras
Scaoilte Gealog

(7) Céras Athshruthaithe Dobharshaothraithe Uisce Farraige — Aonad
Ramhraithe 1 agus Aonad Ramhraithe 2

(8) Céras Athshruthaithe Dobharshaothraithe Uisce Farraige — Aonad
Gorlainne agus Geal6g agus Foirgneamh Fontais

(9) Lochan Larbhala Sliogéisc — Oifig /Saotharlann

(10) Lochan Larbhala Sliogéisc 1 agus 2/Gorlann Feamainne

(11) Na béithre rochtana, oibreacha agus fosheirbhisi uile a bhaineann leis

(12) Na fontas tacaiochta agus an fhorbraiocht bhonneagair uile, lena n-

dirtitear iad sitd a bhaineann leis an méid seo:

(a) lonad Fuinneamh ina mbeigh Céras Téimh Ceantair agus Lionra
Teasa bainteach

(b) Monarchana Bailithe agus Caéireala Fuiolluisce Baile agus Proisis

(c) Sruth Ealaithe Mara Eisiltigh Coireailte

(d) lontogalacha agus Staisitin Pumpaéla Astarraingte Fioruisce, Pibline
Aistrithe, Teach Caidéil agus Lionra Daileachéin (lena n-airitear
astarraingt 6 Loch Scainimh tri Loch larainn go Pairc na Mara), lena
n-airitear 2 chann d'Umair Stérala Fioruisce

(e) lontogail Astarraingte Uisce Farraige, Teach Caidéil agus Lionra

Daileachain, lena n-airitear 2 cheann d’'Umair Storala Fioruisce

Z
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() Stérail Uisce Doéitedin, Caidéil Uisce Déitedin agus Lionra Hiodrant
(9) Draenail Uisce Dromchla and Lionra Caéireala

(h) Céras Soilsithe Sraide

() Duchtail Teileachumarsaide

(i) Bothan slandala.

In éineacht leis an iarratas pleanala seo ta Raiteas Tionchair Natura ('RTN")

agus Tuarascail ar an Meastnacht Tionchair Timpleallachta ('TMTT").

Ar fad i gCill Chiarain, Contae na Gaillimhe i mbailte fearainn Chill Chiardin,

Aird Mhér agus Caladh Mhainse, arna least ag an bhfégra poibli breise a

fuair an t-Gdaras pleanéla ar an 180 Ia de Bhealtaine, 2021.

An Cinneadh

Cead a DHIULTU don fhorbairt bheartaithe thuas de réir ha gcuiseanna
agus na breithnithe ata leagtha amach thios.

Cuiseanna agus Breithnithe

1.

Ag féachaint don easpa faisnéise cuimsithi ar na héifeachtai féideartha
ar athru aeréide ar mhinla cothromaiochta uisce an larratasora, a
sholathraionn an bonn don mheasunu ar éifeachtai hidreolaiocha, agus
in éagmais sonrai maidir le cuspdir an iarrataséra éifeachtdlachtai
oibriiichain a thabhairt isteach, nil an Bord sasta go bhféadfar an
thorbairt a bheartaitear a chur i bhfeidhm laistigh d’acmhainn iompair
dhobharcheantar Loch Scainimh gan drochthionchar ar bhithéagstilacht,
ar sheandalaiocht agus ar na héilimh déchula a bheidh ar Scéim
Réigitnach Solathair Uisce Charna-Cill Chiaréin sa todhchai. Bheadh
an fhorbairt bheartaithe, mar sin, contrartha le pleanail chui agus forbairt
inbhuanaithe an cheantair.
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Ag féachaint do shufomh an laithreain, in aice le agus ceangailte go
hidreclaioch e Coimpléasc Phortach Chonamara, Limistéar faoi
Chaomhnu Speisialta (Cod an Laithreain: 002034), nil an Bord sasta, ar
bhonn na n-aighneachtal a rinneadh maidir leis an iarratas pleandla
agus maidir leis an achomharc, go bhfuil faisnéis leordhéthanach curtha
ar fail maidir le héifeacht an chérais hidreolaioch bheartaithe ar
Leasanna Cailitheacha an laithreain Eorpaigh ar feadh chladach thuaidh
Loch Scainimh, né na héifeachtai déchdila a bheadh ag an réimeas
astarraingthe ata molta ar leibhéil uisce i Loch Scainimh in éineacht le
héifeachtaf féideartha an athraithe aeraide. Nil an Bord in ann a
chinneadh nach mbeadh drochthionchar ag an bhforbairt bheartaithe,
ina haonar n6 in éineacht le pleananna né tionscadail eile, ar shlaine
Limistear Caomhantais Speisialta Choimpléasc Phortach Chonamara
(Cod an Laithredin: 002034), i bhfianaise chuspéiri caomhnaithe an
tsuimh, agus da bhri sin t&4 cosc ar an mBord cead a thabhairt don
fhorbairt bheartaithe seo.
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Chrls McGarry
Ball den Bhord Pleanala :
ata Gadaraithe go cui chun séala an Bhoird a
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An
Bord Board Order

Pleanala ABP-311057-21

Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2021
Planning Authority: Galway County Council

Planning Register Reference Number: 20/683

APPEAL by Udaras na Gaeltachta care of Ryan Hanley Consulting Engineers
of 1 Galway Business Park, Dangan, Galway against the decision made on
the 12" day of July, 2021 by Galway County Council to refuse permission to
Udaras na Gaeltachta.

Proposed Development Phase 1 of the continued development of a marine
innovation park (Pairc na Mara) on a brownfield site with an overall area
extending to circa nine hectares. The entire application boundary extends to
an area of 25.2 hectares. The development comprises of a number of marine-
based industrial facilities, along with educational and applied research
facilities at Cill Chiarain, County Galway in the townlands of Cill Chiarain,
Ardmore and Callowfinish. The development includes the abstraction of water
from Lough Skannive (Scainnimh), transfer to, and temporary storage within
Lough lerin, impoundment and pumping to the Pairc na Mara site via a rising
main. Abstractions are located in the townlands of Caliowfinish and Kilkieran.
Planning permission was previously granted for aquaculture-related activities
at the application site at Pairc na Mara in 2002 (Planning Reference: 01/2584)
by Galway County Council, and the first stage of the innovation park was
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constructed in 2005. This application is supported by a masterplan extending
to two number phases and a ten-year permission is sought for Phase 1.

Phase 1 of the development will include:

(1) Marine Innovation Development Centre (MIDC) and Yard
(2) Applied Research and Development Centre
(3) Boat Building Centre
(4) Seaweed Added Value Facility
(5) Freshwater Recirculating Aquaculture System — Grow-out Unit
(6) Post-Smolt — Recirculating Aquaculture System and Smolt Discharge
System
(7) Seawater Recirculating Aquaculture System — Grow-out Unit 1 and
Grow-out Unit 2
(8) Seawater Recirculating Aquaculfure System — Hatchery and Smolt Unit
and Utility Building
(9) Shellfish Spatiing Pond — Office/Lab
(10) Shellfish Spatting Pond 1 and Pond 2/Seaweed Haichery
(11) All associated access roads, works and ancillary services
(12) All supporting utilities and infrastructure development including those
relating to:
(a) Energy Centre to house a District Heating System and associated
Heat Network
(b) Domestic and Process Wastewater Collection and Treatment Plants
(c) Treated Effluent Marine Outfall
(d) Freshwater Abstraction Intake and Pump-stations, Transfer pipeline,
Pump-house and Distribution Network (including abstraction from
Loch Skannive through Lock lerin to Pairc na Mara), including two
number Freshwater Storage Tanks
(e) Seawater Abstraction Intake, Pump-house and Distribution Network,
including two number Seawater Storage Tanks
(f) Firewater Storage, Firewater Pumps and Hydrant Network

(g) Surface-water Drainage and Treatment Network
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(h) Street lighting system
(i) Telecoms ducting
(j) Security hut

The planning application is accompanied by a Natura Impact Statement
(‘NIS") and Environmental Impact Assessment Report (‘EIAR').

All at Cill Chiarain, County Galway in the townlands of Cill Chiarain, Ardmore
and Callowfinish.

Decision

REFUSE permission for the above proposed development in accordance

with the reasons and considerations set out below.

Reasons and Considerations

1. Having regard to the absence of comprehensive information on the
potential effects on climate change on the applicant's water balance
model, which provides the basis for the assessment of hydrological
effects, and in the absence of details regarding the applicant’s objective
to introduce operational efficiencies, the Board is not satisfied that the
proposed development could take place within the carrying capacity of
the Lough Skannive catchment without adverse effects on biodiversity,
archaeology and the likely future demands of Cama-Kilkieran Regional
Water Supply Scheme. The proposed development would, therefore, be

contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
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Having regard to the location of the site, adjoining and hydrologically
connected to Connemara Bog Complex Special Area of Conservation
(Site Code: 002034), the Board is not satisfied, on the basis of the
submissions made in connection with the planning application and the
appeal, that adequate information has been provided on the effect of the
proposed hydrological regime of the Qualifying Interests of the European
site along the northern shore of Lough Skannive, or the likely effects of
the proposed abstraction regime on water levels in Lough Skannive in
combination with potential effects of climate change. The Board is not in
a position to conclude that the proposed development, either individually
or in combination with other plans or projects, would not adversely affect
the integrity of Connemara Bog Complex Special Area of Conservation
(Site Code: 002034), in view of the site's conservation objectives, and
the Board is, therefore, precluded from granting permission for this

proposed development.

2

Chris McGarry A
Member of An Bord Pleanala ' -
duly authorised to authenticate

the seal of the Board.

%%ay of } /}Q&]ﬁ 2023.

Dated this

ABP-311057-21 An Bord Pleanala Page 8 of 8



