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Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2021
Planning Authority: Mayo County Council

Planning Register Reference Number: 20/834

Appeal by ABO Wind Ireland Limited of Unit 3, Aspen Court, Cornelscourt,
Dublin against the decision made on the 19% day of July, 2021 by Mayo

County Council to refuse permission for the proposed development.

Proposed Development: 10-year permission to develop an electricity service
entailing the laying of approximately 10.4 kilometres of 38kV underground
cable from the granted Sheskin Wind Farm to connect the wind farm to the
national grid at the existing Bellacorick 110kV ESB Station, County Mayo.
The proposed grid connection will be installed along existing private tracks,
the public roadway and a short section of private agricultural land. The
proposed development will consist of three phase underground electrical
cables laid in ducts, with communications cable, draw pits, jointing bays, cable
sheath sectionalising chambers, communications chambers, water crossings
by bridge crossings and directional drilling, the widening of private track and
L52926 and all associated works, all at Sheskin, Tawnaghmore, Kildallagh
and Bellacorick, County Mayo, as revised by the further public notices
received by the planning authority on the 23 day of June, 2021.
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Decision

GRANT permission for the above proposed development based on the
reasons and considerations under and subject to the conditions set out

below.

Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to:

(@)  the provisions of national and regional policy objectives in relation to

renewable energy,
(b)  the provisions of the Mayo County Development Plan, 2022-2028,
(¢)  the nature, scale, extent and layout of the proposed development,
(d)  the topography of the area,
(e)  the pattern of development in the vicinity, and
() the report of the Inspector,

it is considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below,
the proposed development would be in accordance with national policy and
local policy with regard to renewable energy, would not seriously injure the
amenities of the area or of property in the vicinity, would not have an
unacceptable impact on the road network of the area and would not seriously
injure the visual amenities of the area. The proposed development would,
therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area.

ABP-311157-21 An Bord Pleanala Page 2 of 7



Appropriate Assessment: Stage 1:

The Board agreed with the screening assessment and conclusion carried out
in the Inspector’s report that the Carrowmore Lake Complex Special Area of
Conservation (Site Code: 000476), the Bellacorrick Bog Complex Special
Area of Conservation (Site Code: 001922), the Owenduff/Nephin Complex
Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 000534) and the Owenduff/Nephin
Complex Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004098) are the European Sites
for which there is a possibility of significant effects and must, therefore, be

subject to appropriate assessment.

Appropriate Assessment: Stage 2

The Board considered the Natura Impact Statement and all the other relevant
submissions and carried out an appropriate assessment of the implications of
the proposed development for the European Sites in question in view of the
sites’ Conservation Objectives (namely, the Carrowmore Lake Complex
Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 000476), the Bellacorrick Bog
Complex Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 001922), the
Owendufi/Nephin Complex Special Area of Conservation (Site Code:
000534), and the Owenduff/Nephin Complex Special Protection Area (Site
Code: 004098)). The Board considered that the information before it was
sufficient to undertake a complete assessment of all aspects of the proposed
development in relation to the sites’ Conservation Objectives using best

available scientific knowledge in the field.
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In completing the appropriate assessment, the Board considered, in particular,

the foltowing:

I the likely direct and indirect impacts arising from the proposed
development, both individually or in combination with other plans or

projects, specifically the existing and proposed windfarms in the area,

i the mitigation measures which are included as part of the current

proposal, and

iil. the Conservation Objectives for the European Sites.

In completing the Appropriate Assessment, the Board accepted and adopted
the appropriate assessment carried out in the Inspector's report in respect of
the potential effects of the proposed development on the aforementioned

European Sites having regard to the sites’ Conservation Objectives.

In overall conclusion, the Board was satisfied that the proposed development,
by itself or in combination with other plans or projects, would not adversely
affect the integrity of the European Sites in view of the sites’ Conservation

Objectives.
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Conditions

1. The proposed development shall be carried out and completed in
accordance with the plans and particulars lodged with the application, as
amended by the further plans and particulars received by the planning
authority on the 7'" day of May, 2021 and by the further plans and
particulars received by An Bord Pleanéla on the 16! day of August,
2021, except as may otherwise be required in order to comply with the
following conditions. Where such conditions require details to be agreed
with the planning authority, the developer shall agree such details in
writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of
development and the proposed development shall be carried out and

completed in accordance with the agreed particulars.

Reason: In the interest of clarity.

2. This permission shall expire within 10 years of the date of this order.

Reason; To clarify the nature and extent of the permission.

3. All mitigation measures identified in the Natura Impact Statement and
the associated documentation submitted with the planning application

shall be implemented in full.

Reason: In the interest of clarity and to protect the environment.
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4. All works impacting national roads structures shall be carried out in
compliance with Transport Infrastructure Ireland Publications
(Standards). Details for the construction and reinstatement works on the
National Road N59 and the Local Road L52936 shall be submitted to,
and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to commencement

of development.

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety.

5. The construction of the proposed development shall be managed in
accordance with a Construction Management Plan which shall be
submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to
commencement of development. This plan shall provide details of
intended construction practice for the proposed development, including
hours of working, noise management measures and off-site disposal of

construction/demolition waste.

Reason: In the interest of public safety and residential amenity.

6.  Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall lodge with
the planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company,
or other security, to secure the reinstatement of public roads, coupled
with an agreement empowering the planning authority to apply such
security or part thereof to the satisfactory completion of any part of the
proposed development. The form and amount of the security shall be as
agreed between the planning authority and the developer or, in default of
agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for determination.

Reason: To ensure the satisfactory completion of the proposed
development.
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7. The developer shall pay to the planning authority a financial contribution
in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in
the area of the planning authority that is provided or intended to be
provided by or on behalf of the authority in accordance with the terms of
the Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. The contribution
shall be paid prior to commencement of development, or in such phased
payments as the planning authority may facilitate, and shall be subject to
any applicable indexation provisions of the Scheme at the time of
payment. Details of the application of the terms of the Scheme shall be
agreed between the planning authority and the developer or, in default of
such agreement, the matter shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala to
determine the proper application of the terms of the Scheme.

Reason: It is a requirement of the Planning and Development Act 2000,

as amended, that a condition requiring a contribution in accordance with

the Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the Act
be applied to the permission.

DR . Meosera %Llit%@wl&

Maria FitzGerald

Member of An Bord Pleanala
duly authorised to authenticate
the seal of the Board.

L \
Dated this 3\5 dayof (g 2022
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