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" Pleandla ABP-315622-23

Planning and Development Acts, 2000 to 2022

Planning Authority: Cork City Council

Application by Cork City Council for approval under section 177AE of the Planning
and Development Act 2000, as amended, in accordance with plans and particulars,
including a Natura Impact Statement, lodged with An Bord Pleanala on the 23" day
of January, 2023.

Proposed Development: The upgrade of approximately 5 kilometres of the existing
Passage Railway Greenway and two interconnecting tracks including:

J resurfacing of and widening of the existing Greenway to up to 4 metres,

. new surfacing of the tracks accessing Mahon Industrial Estate and the Mahon
Interchange to form a share use pavement of circa 3 metres in width, including
works to an existing modern path outside of the present-day boundary but
within the historic curtilage of Bessborough House, a Protected Structure (RPS
490),

. improvement works to the Black Bridge including replacement of decking plates
and surface, and provision of non-slip surfacing, new drainage systems and
protective paintwork to ironwork members,

. provision of landscaped segregated zones where the Greenway runs alongside
the R610 Rochestown Road, including narrowing and realignment of the R610,
the provision of a retaining wall for circa 210 metres on the southern side of the
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R610, the removal and replacement of front boundary walls and gates to
residences at Island View and at the corner of Number 1 St. Gerard’s Place to

facilitate the proposed revised arrangement,
° provision of a bus shelter on the R610 Rochestown Road,

° works to public car parks along the Greenway route including resurfacing of
Harty’s Quay Car Park and the extension and reconfiguration of Hop Island Car
Park to accommodate a new exit only junction onto the R610 Rochestown
Road and the provision of 22 number car parking spaces in lieu of the existing

17 number spaces,

. reconfiguration of open space at Saint Gerard’s Place to comprise of new

landscaping and the provision of 22 number car parking spaces,

. public realm improvements and landscaping along the route to include planting
and biodiversity enhancement measures; seating and play equipment; the
provision of a single-span bridge over the Pouldougheric Stream; enhancement
works to the former Rochestown Railway Station platform; water stations; and

bicycle parking, repair and storage facilities,

. provision of public lighting infrastructure; new and modified drainage

infrastructure; information boards, signage and markings along the route, and

. all associated clearance and demolition, provision of temporary construction

compounds, and ancillary site development works to facilitate the scheme.

All within the townlands of Ballinlough, Ballinure, Monfieldstown and Rochestown,

County Cork.

Decision

Approve the above proposed development based on the reasons and
considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below.
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Reasons and Considerations

In coming to its decision, the Board had regard to the following:

(@)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)
(f)
(9)
(h)

()

(k)
(0
(m)

(n)

the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC),

the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, as
amended,

the likely consequences for the environment and the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area in which it is proposed to carry out the
proposed development and the likely significant effects of the proposed
development on a European Site,

the conservation objectives, qualifying interests and special conservation
interests for the Cork Harbour Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004030)
and the Great Island Channel Special Area of Conservation (Site Code:
001058),

Project Ireland 2040 — the National Planning Framework,

the Climate Action Plan 2023,

the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region,
the National Cycle Policy Framework, 2009-2020,

the Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional
Greenways, 2018,

the Rural Cycleway Design (Offline) DN-GEO-03047, Transport Infrastructure
Ireland, 2017,

the policies and objectives of the Cork City Development Plan 2022-2028,
the policies and objectives of the Cork County Development Plan 2022-2028,

the nature and extent of the proposed works as set out in the application for

approval,

the information submitted in relation to the potential impacts on habitats, flora

and fauna, including the Natura Impact Statement,
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(o) the submissions and observations received in relation to the proposed
development, and

(p} the report and recommendation of the person appointed by the Board to make
a report and recommendation on the matter.

Appropriate Assessment Stage 1:

The Board agreed with and adopted the screening assessment and conclusion
carried out in the Inspector’s report that the Cork Harbour Special Protection Area
(Site Code: 004030) and the Great Island Channel Special Area of Conservation
(Site Code: 001058), are the only European Sites in respect of which the proposed
development has the potential to have a significant effect.

Appropriate Assessment Stage 2:

The Board considered the Natura Impact Statement and associated documentation
submitted with the application for approval, the mitigation measures contained
therein, the submissions and observations on file, and the Inspector’'s assessment.
The Board completed an appropriate assessment of the implications of the proposed
development for the affected European Sites, namely the Cork Harbour Special
Protection Area (Site Code: 004030) and the Great Island Channel Special Area of
Conservation (Site Code: 001058), in view of the Sites' conservation objectives. The
Board considered that the information before it was adequate to allow the carrying
out of an appropriate assessment. In completing the appropriate assessment, the

Board considered, in particular, the following:

I.  the likely direct and indirect impacts arising from the proposed development

both individually or in combination with other plans or projects,

ii.  the mitigation measures which are included as part of the current proposal,
and

ili. the conservation objectives for the European Sites.

In completing the appropriate assessment, the Board accepted and adopted the

appropriate assessment carried out in the Inspector’s report in respect of the
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potential effects of the proposed development on the integrity of the aforementioned
European Sites, having regard to the Sites’ conservation objectives.

In overall conclusion, the Board was satisfied that the proposed development, by
itself or in combination with other plans or projects, would not adversely affect the

integrity of the European Sites, in view of the Sites’ conservation objectives.

Proper Planning and Sustainable Development/Likely effects on the

environment:

It is considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below, the
proposed development would not have significant negative effects on the
environment or the community in the vicinity, would not give rise to a risk of pollution,
would not be detrimental to the visual or landscape amenities of the area, would not
seriously injure the amenities of property in the vicinity, would not adversely impact
on the cultural, archaeological and built heritage of the area and would not interfere
with the existing land uses in the area. The proposed development would, therefore,

be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

CONDITIONS

1. The proposed development shall be carried out and completed in accordance
with the plans and particulars lodged with the application, except as may
otherwise be required in order to comply with the following conditions. Where
any mitigation measures set out in the Natura Impact Statement or any
conditions of approval require further details to be prepared by or on behalf of
the local authority, these details shall be placed on the file and retained as part
of the public record.

Reason: In the interest of clarity and the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area and to ensure the protection of the environment.
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2. The mitigation and monitoring measures outlined in the plans and particulars
relating to the proposed development, including those set out in Chapter 7 of
the Natura Impact Statement and those set out in Chapters 3-6 of the
Environmental Report, shall be implemented in full or as may be required in
order to comply with the following conditions. Prior to the commencement of
development, details of a time schedule for implementation of mitigation
measures and associated monitoring shall be prepared by the local authority
and placed on file and retained as part of the public record.

Reason: In the interest of protecting the environment, the protection of

European Sites and in the interest of public health.

3. Prior to the commencement of development, the local authority, or any agent
acting on its behalf, shall prepare an Invasive Alien Plant Species Management
Plan, which will address the eradication of invasive alien plant species, tasks
associated with the construction phase to avoid the risk of transporting or
spreading invasive alien plant species and landscaping/re-vegetation phase on
completion of construction to avoid the risk of invasive alien plant species re-
establishing. The Invasive Alien Plant Species Management Plan shall also
address the non-Third Schedule species identified within the Greenway site
and shall include recommendations to manage non-Third Schedule species, to
prevent further spread. The plan shall be placed on file and retained as part of
the public record.

Reason: In the interest of proper planning and sustainable development.

4.  Prior to the commencement of development, the local authority, or any agent
acting on its behalf, shall prepare in consultation with the relevant statutory
agencies, a Construction Environmental Management Pian (CEMP),
incorporating ail mitigation measures indicated in the Natura Impact Statement
and all other relevant reports, and demonstration of proposals to adhere to best

practice and protocols. The CEMP shall include specific proposals as to how
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the measures outlined will be measured and monitored for effectiveness. The

plan shall be placed on file and retained as part of the public record.

Reason: In the interest of protecting the environment, European Sites,
protected structures and in the interest of public health.

9. A suitably qualified Project Ecological Clerk-of-Works and Licenced Ecologist
shall be retained by the local authority to oversee the site set up and
construction phase of the proposed Passage Railway Greenway Improvement
Scheme Phase Il and the implementation of mitigation measures relating to
ecology set out in the Natura Impact Statement. The ecologist shall be present
during site construction works. Upon completion of works, an ecological report
of the site works shall be prepared by the appointed ecologist to be kept on file
as part of the public record:

Reason: In the interest of nature conservation and the protection of terrestrial

and aquatic biodiversity.

6. Works in areas clearly visible from the estuary waters shali not be carried out
during the wintering bird season (October to March) in order to minimise
disturbance to the bird species associated with the Cork Harbour Special
Protection Area (Site Code: 004030). The fotal containment unit on the Black
Bridge, as presented on drawing MCT0815-RPS-00-ST01-DR-C-BR0103-03
submitted with the application to the Board on the 23rd day of January 2023,
will remain in situ for the duration of the works to the Black Bridge, and works
which have been identified as having the highest noise potential - site
investigation and grit blasting - will be restricted to being undertaken outside of

the wintering birds season.

Reason: In order to minimise the impact of construction activities on species
and habitats of conservation interest in the interest of proper planning and
sustainable development of the area.
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7.  All repair works to the Black Bridge, Protected Structure, shall be carried out
under the supervision of a qualified professional with specialised conservation
experiise and in accordance with best conservation practice as detailed in
“Architectural Heritage Protection: Guidelines for Planning Authorities” issued
by the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in 2011. The repair
works shalt retain the maximum amount possible of surviving historic fabric in-
situ and shall be designed to give rise to minimum interference with the fabric of
the Black Bridge.

Reason: To ensure that the character and integrity of the protected structure is
maintained, and that the Black Bridge is protected from unnecessary damage
and loss of fabric.

8. The local authority, and any agent acting on its behalf, shall facilitate the
preservation, recording, protection or removal of archaeological materials or
features that may exist within the site. A suitably qualified archaeologist shall be
appointed by the local authority to oversee the site set-up and construction of
the proposed development and the archaeologist shall be present on-site

during construction works.

Reason: To order to conserve the archaeological heritage of the site and to
secure the preservation and protection of any remains that may exist within the
site.

9. Prior to the commencement of any development, full details of the proposed
lighting scheme, including details of the proposed advanced intelligent light
control system and automatic dimming and sensor control, and its management
and direction of illumination, shall be provided for agreement with the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage — Development

Applications Unit, in order to ensure that the scheme is wildlife friendly.

Reason: In order to minimise the impact of the development and ongoing
activities on species of biodiversity and conservation interest, and in the interest

of proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
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10. The local authority and any agent acting on its behalf shall ensure that all plant

and machinery used during the works should be thoroughly cleaned and

washed before delivery to the site to prevent the spread of hazardous invasive

species and pathogens. All works shall be carried out in accordance with the

Inland Fisheries Ireland Guidelines on protection of fisheries during

construction works in and adjacent to waters (2016).

Reason: In the interest of the proper planning and sustainable development of

the area and to ensure the protection of the European Sites.

Mick Long ()

Member of An Bord Pleanala
duly authorised to authenticate
the seal of the Board.

Dated this ezl’qay of @Q 2024
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