Bord Board Order
Pleandla ABP-317925-23

Planning and Development Acts, 2000 to 2022
Planning Authority: Louth County Council

Application for approval under section 182A(1) of the Planning and Development
Act 2000, as amended, in accordance with plans and particulars, including a Natura
Impact Statement, lodged with An Bord Pleanala on the 30" day of August 2023 by
Hazelboro Limited, Ground Floor, 54 Mespil Road, Dublin, care of Peter Thomson

Planning Solutions, 4 Priory Grove, Kells, Kilkenny.

Proposed development: Ten year approval for ftwo number 110 kilovolt electrical
substations with customer and Eirgrid compounds and 110 kilovolt grid connections.
The proposed development will consist of the following:

J Internal section of access road to the sub-station buildings, compounds,
parking, electrical apparatus, plant, and equipment; overhead and underground
electrical and communications cabling.

. 2 number Independent Power Producer buildings (modular steel construction)
measuring circa 18.5 metres x circa 5.5 metres x circa 4.9 metres (height), 2
number Power Transformers, 4 number House Transformers (House TX),
parking, compound and associated works.

. 1 number EirGrid control building {(masonry construction) measuring circa 25.0
metres x circa 18.0 metres x circa 8.8 metres (height), parking, compound and
associated works.

. Electrical apparatus, plant and equipment; overhead and underground electrical

and communications cabling and associated works.
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. 2 number interface kiosks.

. Fencing, gates, 9 number lightning masts and 12 number lamp standards.

. All associated works.

o The proposed underground cabling (110 kilovolt) and ducting will extend from
the proposed substation site to the existing Louth (Monvallet) 275 kilovolt
Electricity Supply Board substation site boundary on the opposite side of the
L5141 Local Road.

The proposed development is in lieu of the 2 number 37 kilovolt sub-stations

permitted under planning register reference number 21/631.

All located at Toomes and Monvallet, County Louth.

Decision

APPROVE the proposed development under section 182A of the Planning and
Development Act, 2000, as amended, for the following reasons and

considerations and subject to the conditions set out below, and

DETERMINE under section 182B of the Planning and Development Act, 2000,
as amended, the sum to be paid by the undertaker in respect of costs
associated with the application, as set out in the Schedule of Costs below.

Reasons and Considerations

In coming to its decision, the Board had regard to the following:

(a) Directive 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive) and Directive 79/409/EEC as
amended by 2009/147/EC (Birds Directives).

(b) The National Planning Framework - lreland 2040.

(c) The Climate Action Plan, 2023.
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(d) Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midland Region.

(e) The policies and objectives of the Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027
and Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025.

(i The nature, scale and design of the proposed development and the pattern of
development in the vicinity of the site, including permitted solar farm and
battery energy storage and substation developments, and permitted alterations

and extensions to same.

{g) The information submitted in relation to the potential impacts on habitats, flora

and fauna, including the Natura Impact Statement.

(h) The likely consequences for the environment and the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area in which it is proposed to carry out the
proposed development and the likely significant effects of the proposed

development on European Sites.
(i) The submissions received in relation to the proposed development.

(i) The report and recommendation of the Inspector, including the examination,
analysis and evaluation undertaken in relation to the appropriate assessment

and environmental impact assessment screening.

Appropriate Assessment: Stage 1:

The Board considered the screening report for appropriate assessment and carried
out an appropriate assessment screening exercise in relation to the potential effects
of the proposed development on designated European Sites. The Board noted that
the proposed development is not directly connected with or necessary for the
management of a European Site and considered the nature, scale, and location of
the proposed development, as well as the report of the Inspector. The Board agreed
with and adopted the screening assessment and conclusion carried out in the
Inspector’s report that the Dundalk Bay Special Area of Conservation (Site Code:
000455) and Dundalk Bay Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004026) are the
European Sites for which there is a likelihood of significant effects. The Board
concluded that, having regard to the qualifying interests for which the site was
designated and in the absence of connections to, and distance between, the
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application site and the European Site Strabannan-Braganstown Special Protection
Area (Site Code: 004091}, could be screened out from further consideration and that
the proposed development, individually or in combination with other plans and
projects, would not be likely to have significant effects on this European Site or any
other European Sites in view of the sites conservation objectives and that the Stage
2 appropriate assessment is therefore not required in relation to this European Site.

Appropriate Assessment: Stage 2:

The Board considered the Natura Impact Statement and carried out an appropriate
assessment of the implications of the proposed development for Dundalk Bay
Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 000455) and Dundalk Bay Special
Protection Area (Site Code: 004026}, in view of the sites’ conservation objectives.
The Board considered that the information before it was adequate to allow the

carrying out of an appropriate assessment as well as the report of the Inspector.

In completing the assessment, the Board considered the likely direct and indirect
impacts arising from the proposed development both individually or in combination
with other plans and projects, the mitigation measures which are included as part of
the current proposal and the conservation objectives for these European Sites. In
completing the appropriate assessment, the Board accepted and adopted the
appropriate assessment carried out in the Inspectors report in respect of the
potential effects of the proposed development on the aforementioned European
Sites, having regard to the conservation objectives. In overall conclusion, the Board
was satisfied that the proposed development would not adversely affect the integrity
of the Dundalk Bay Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 000455) and Dundalk
Bay Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004026) or any other European Site in view

of the sites’ conservation objectives.

Proper Planning and Sustainable Development

It is considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below, the
proposed development would be in accordance with European, national and regional

renewable energy policies and with the provisions of the Louth County Development
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Plan 2021-2027 and Monaghan County Development Plan 2019-2025, would not
seriously injure the visual or residential amenities of the area or have an
unacceptable impact on the character of the landscape or on cuitural or
archaeological heritage, would not significantly adversely affect biodiversity in the
area, would be acceptable in terms of traffic safety, public health and would make a
positive contribution towards Ireland’s renewable energy and security of energy
supply requirements. The proposed development would, therefore, be in accordance
with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

CONDITIONS

1. The proposed development shall be carried out and completed in accordance
with the plans and particulars lodged with the application, except as may
otherwise be required in order to comply with the following conditions. Where
such conditions require details to be agreed with the planning authority, the
undertaker shall agree such details in writing with the planning authority prior to
the commencement of development and the development shall be carried out

in accordance with the agreed particulars.

Reason: in the interests of clarity and the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area

2.  The period during which the development is hereby permitted may be carried
out shall be 10 years from the date of this Order.

Reason: Having regard to the nature of the proposed development, the Board
considered it reasonable and appropriate to specify a period of the approval in

excess of 5 years.

3. The approval shall be for a period of 35 years from the date of the

commissioning of the solar farm and battery energy storage system (Louth
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County Council Register Reference 21/631). The substation and related
ancillary structures shall then be removed unless, prior to the end of the period,
planning permission shall have been granted for their retention for a further

period.

Prior to commencement of development, a detailed restoration plan, including a
timescale for its implementation, providing for the removal of the substation and
all related ancillary structures, including all foundations to a specific timescale,

shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority.

On full or partial decommissioning of the solar farm, or if the solar farm ceases
operation for a period of more than one year, the substation and all related
ancillary structures and equipment, shall be dismantled and removed
permanently from the site. The site shall be restored in accordance with this
plan and all decommissioned structures shall be removed within three months

of decommissioning.

Reason: In the interest of orderly deveiopment.

4.  The construction of the proposed development shall be managed in
accordance with a Construction Environmental Management Plan, which shall
be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to
commencement of development. This plan shall incorporate all mitigation
measures set out in the application documentation and provide details of
infended construction practice for the proposed development, including:

(@)  Location of site and material compound(s) including areas(s) identified
for the storage of construction refuse, site offices, construction parking
and staff facilities, re-fuelling arrangements, security fencing and

hoardings.

(b) A comprehensive construction phase traffic management plan including
details of the timing and routing of construction traffic to and from the
construction site and associated signage, 1o include proposals to

facilitate the delivery of abnormal loads to the site.
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(¢} Measures to prevent the spillage or deposit of clay, rubble, or other
debris on the public road network.

(d) Details of appropriate mitigation measures for noise and dust, and

monitoring of such levels.

(e)  Containment of all construction related fuel and oil within specifically
constructed bunds to ensure that fuel spillages are fully contained; such

bunds shall be roofed to exclude rainwater.

(f) Off-site disposal of construction/demolition waste and details of how it is

proposed to manage excavated soil.

(@) Means to ensure that surface water run-off is controlled such that no
deleterious levels of silt or other pollutants enter local surface water

drains or watercourses.

(n)  Surface water discharge from compound will be via a class 1 oil

interceptor.

(i) An audit list of all construction and operational mitigation measures, their

timelines for implementation and responsibility for reporting.

() A record of daily checks that the works are being undertaken in
accordance with the Construction Environmental Management Plan shall

be kept for inspection by the planning authority.

Reason: In the interests of environmental protection, amenities, public health,
and safety.

5. The undertaker is required to employ a suitably qualified archaeologist to
monitor all ground disturbance required for the proposed development. The use
of appropriate machinery to ensure the preservation and recording of any

surviving archaeological remains shall be necessary.

Should archaeological material be found during the course of the
archaeological monitoring, the archaeologist shall have work on site stopped
pending a decision regarding appropriate mitigation. The undertaker shall be
prepared to be advised by the National Monuments Service with regard to any
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mitigating action {preservation in situ and /or excavation). The undertaker shall

facilitate the archaeologist in recording any material found.

The National Monuments Service shall be furnished with a final archaeological
report describing the results of archaeological monitoring and of any
archaeological investigative work/excavation required, following the completion
of all archaeological work on site and any necessary post-excavation specialist
analysis. All resulting and associated archaeological costs shall be borne by the

undertaker.

Reason: To ensure the continued preservation (either in situ or by record) of

places, caves, sites, features and other objects of archaeological interest.

6. Noise levels from the substation shall not exceed 55 dB(A) rated sound level
(corrected sound level for any tonal or impulsive component) at the nearest
existing dwellings between 0800 hours and 2200 hours on any day and shall
not exceed 45dB(A) at any other time. Procedures for the purpose of
determining compliance with this limit shall be submitted to and agreed with the

planning authority prior to commencement of development.

Reason: To protect the amenities of property in the vicinity.

7.  The undertaker shall appoint a suitably qualified ecologist to monitor and
ensure that all avoidance/mitigation measures relating to the protection of flora

and fauna are carried out in accordance with best ecological practise.

Reason: To protect the environmental and natural heritage of the area.

8. Site development and building works shall be carried out only between the
hours of 0700 to 1900 hours Mondays to Fridays inclusive, between 0800 to
1400 hours on Saturdays and not at all on Sundays or public holidays.
Deviation from these times will only be allowed in exceptional circumstances

where prior written approval has been received from the planning authority.

Reason: In order to safeguard the amenities of property in the vicinity.
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9.  Water supply and drainage arrangements, including the disposal of surface
water shall comply with the requirements of the planning authority for such
works in respect of both the construction and operation phases of the proposed

development.

Reason: In the interests of environmental protection and public health.

10. The site shall be landscaped in accordance with a comprehensive landscaping
scheme and the proposals set out in the particulars. Prior to commencement of
development, details of the landscape scheme shall be submitted to and

agreed with the planning authority. The scheme shall include for the following:

(a) A scaled plan of not less than 1:500 detailing the existing hedgerow and
trees to be preserved and details for the protection of same for all stages of
the development.

(b) The species, variety, number and locations of all proposed trees and

shrubs which shall be of native species only.
(c) A timescale for implementation.

Any trees or hedgerow that are removed, die or become seriously damaged or
diseased during the operative period of the substation as set out by this
permission, shall be replaced within the next planting season by trees or
hedging of similar size and species, unless otherwise agreed in writing with the

planning authority.

Reason: In the interests of visual amenity and biodiversity.
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11.  Prior to commencement of development, the undertaker shall lodge with the
planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance company, or such
other security as may be acceptable to the planning authority, to secure the
satisfactory reinstatement of the site on cessation of the project coupled with an
agreement empowering the planning authority to apply such security or part
thereof to such reinstatement. The form and amount of the security shall be as
agreed between the planning authority and the underiaker or, in default of

agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for determination.

Reason: To ensure satisfactory reinstatement of the site.
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Schedule of Costs

In accordance with the provisions of section 182B of the Planning and Development
Act 2000, as amended, the amount due to be reimbursed to the undertaker is

€77,113.

A breakdown of the Board’s costs is set out in the attached Appendix 1.

Mick Long

Member of An Bord Pleanala
duly authorised to authenticate
the seal of the Board.

7
Dated this 7 day of W 2024
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An Appendix 1
~/ Bord ep
‘ ) Pleanala ABP-317925-23

Strategic Infrastructure Development
Costs of determining the Application

Case Number: ABP-317925-23

Proposed Development: Proposed development of 2 no. 110kV electrical
substations with customer and Eirgrid compounds and 110kV grid connections on
Site of ¢1.75 hectares at Toomes and Monvallet, County Louth

Board Costs

(1) | Cost (calculated based on Inspector’s time)
Inspector 1 (pre-application consultation) €1,837.50
Inspector 2 (application) €22,050.00 €23,888

(2) | Costs invoiced to Board N/A
Total chargeable costs €23,388

Board Fees

(3) | Application Fee - €100,000 €101,000
Pre-application Consultation Fee- €1,000

(4) | Observer fees paid N/A
Total ) | €101,000
Net amount due to be refunded to applicant __PE&IT,113

\"J‘_T_, —. =, -
C:xia 4 "\':‘ ‘f;-r*,

Mick Long CBB R
Member of An Bord Pleanala
duly authorised to authenticate
the seal of the Board.

Dated this / day of%—cé 2024
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