o An
Bord Orda 6n mBord
./ .| Pleanala ABP-318723-23

Na hAchtanna um Pleanail agus Forbairt, 2000 go 2022
Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2022

Udaras Pleanala: Comhairle Contae na Gaillimhe
Planning Authority: Galway County Council

Uimhir Thagartha ar an gClar Pleanala: 23/225

Planning Register Reference Number: 23/225

Achombharc 6 Knockranny Moycullen Wind Farm Action Group faci chiram
Dara Canavan, Pillagh, Maigh Cuilinn, Contae na Gaillimhe, agus Daoine Eile
in aghaidh an chinnidh a rinne Comhairle Contae na Gaillimhe an 229 la de
mhi na Samhna 2023 cead a dheonq, faoi réir coinniollacha, do Western
Power Developments Limited faoi chiram Conor Frehill, HW Planning, 5
Teach an tSeoighigh, Cearndg na Beairice, Baile an Chollaigh, Contae
Chorcali, i gcomhréir le pleananna agus sonrai a taisceadh leis an gComhairle
sin:

Forbairt Bheartaithe: (1) Athruithe ar Fheirm Ghaoithe Chnoc¢ Raithni
(Uimhir Thagartha Pleanala Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe: 13/829, agus
Uimhir Thagartha an Bhoird Pleanala: 07.243094), a chuimsionn 11 tuirbin
gaoithe ata 150 méadar ar airde én talamh chuig gob na lainne (cothrom le
méadu 19.5 méadar agus 9.5 méadar i gcomparaid leis an airde 130.5
méadar agus 140.5 méadar a ceadaiodh roimhe sin), rétar ata 68 méadar né
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69 méadar ar airde, agus mol ata 81 mhéadar n6 82 mhéadar ar airde; méadu
agus faoi thalamh 110 kV ar an laithredn a fhagail ar lar; (2) Cabla leictreach
agus cumarsaide faoi thalamh (33 kV) a sholathar lena nascfar na 11 tuirbin
gaoithe le fostaisiin Fheirm Ghaoithe na nArd-doirii chun nascadh leis an
eangach naisiunta, lena n-aireofar rian nua seirbhise cabla (ar a mbeidh
trasrianta sruthchursa/lintéir), agus béthar rochtana laithreach a leathnd;
fostéisitin na nArd-doirit a shineadh laistigh den chompun fostaisitin
laithreach, lena n-aireofar an foirgneamh rialaithe a shineadh, claochladan
nua 110 kV, agus giéasra agus gaireas leictreach nua; (3) Na hoibreacha
gaolmhara forbartha laithreain agus coimhdeacha uile os cionn taltin agus
faoina bun chun tacu leis an méid thuas, lena n-aireofar draenail laithreain
agus leagan crann; (4) Ta tréimhse oibriGchain agus fad cead pleanala ata ag
teacht leis an gcead laithreach (Uimhir Thagartha an Bhoird Pleanala:
07.243094) & lorg i mbailte fearainn Chnoc Raithni, na nArd-doirid, agus
Leitreach, Maigh Cuilinn, Contae na Gaillimhe. T4 an laithrean lonnaithe
laistigh de limistéar Gaeltachta.

Cinneadh

Cead a DHEONU don fhorbairt bheartaithe thuas i gcomhréir leis na
pleananna agus na sonrai luaite, bunaithe ar na cliiseanna agus na
clinsi faoi bhun agus faoi réir na gcoinniollacha ata leagtha amach

thios.
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Cliseanna agus Cuinsi

Ag féachaint do na nithe seo a leanas;

(a) na beartais agus na cuspoiri ata leagtha amach i bPlean Forbartha
Contae na Gaillimhe 2022-2028,

(b) Straitéis Spais agus Eacnamaiochta Réigitnach an Tuaiscirt agus an
larthair 2020-2032,

(c} na foralacha den Phlean Gniomhaithe ar son na hAeraide 2024, agus
aird a tabhairt ar fhorbairt foinsi fuinnimh malartacha agus duchasacha
agus ar ioslaghdt astaiochtai 6 ghais cheaptha teasa,

(d) na foralacha de na Treoirlinte maidir e Fuinneamh Gaoithe a Fhorbairt —
Treoirlinte d’Udarais Phleanala arna n-eisitiint ag an Roinn Comhshaoil,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aititil (2008) (arna nuashonr( i mi na Samhna
2021),

(e) naforalacha de na Dréacht-Treoirlinte Athbhreithnithe maidir le
Fuinneamh Gaoithe a Fhorbairt (2019), arna n-ullmh(i ag an Roinn
Tithiochta, Pleanala agus Rialtais Aititil agus ag an Reinn Comhshaoil,

Aeraide agus Cumarsaide (arna nuashonrd i mi Eanair 2020),

(H an Beartas iomchui Eorpach agus Naisitinta agus na Treoirlinte iomchui

Eorpacha agus Naisiunta,
(9) cineal, scala, dearadh agus lathair na forbartha beartaithe,
(h} stair phleanala an laithreain agus an limistéir maguaird,
(i)  patran na forbartha laithri agus na forbartha ceadaithe sa limistéar,

() an fad idir an fhorbairt bheartaithe agus teaghaisi agus gabhdéiri iogaire

eile,

s
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(k) an Tuarascail ar Mheasunacht Tionchair Timpeallachta a cuireadh
isteach,

() Raiteas Tionchair Natura a cuireadh isteach,
(m) na haighneachtai agus na tuairimi a fuarthas, agus

(n) na hiarmhairti is doigh a bheidh ann don chomhshaol agus do phleanail
chui agus forbairt inchothaithe an limistéir ina mbeartaitear an fthorbairt
bheartaithe a dhéanamh, agus na héifeachtai suntasacha is déigh a
bheidh ag an bhforbairt bheartaithe ar Laithreain Eorpacha (lena n-

airitear laithreain trasteorann),

meastar, faoi réir na coinniollacha ata leagtha amach thios a chomhlionadh,
go mbeadh an fhorbairt bheartaithe inghlactha ag an lathair seo, go mbeadh
si inghlactha i ndail leis an tionchar ar thaitheamhachtai amhairc agus
saintréith tirdhreacha an limistéir, nach ndéanfadh si diobhail thromchuiseach
do thaitneamhachtai maoine sa chomharsanacht, go mbeadh si inghlactha 6
thaobh sabhailteacht coisithe agus trachta de agus nach ndéanfadh si aon
dochar don tslainte phoibli. Da bhri sin, bheadh an fhorbairt bheartaithe i
gcomhréir le pleanail chui agus forbairt inchothaithe an limistéir.

Scagadh Measunachta Cui

Chomhaontaigh an Bord leis an measunacht scagtha agus leis an gconcluiid a
rinneadh sa tuarascail dn gCigire a ra gurb iad Limistéar Cosanta Speisialta
Choimpléasc Phortach Chonamara (C6d laithreain: 004181) agus Limistéar
Cosanta Speisialta Loch Coirib (Céd laithreain: 004042) na haon Laithreain
Eorpacha amhain a bhféadfadh an fhorbairt bheartaithe éifeacht shuntasach a
bheith aici orthu, agus ghlac an Bord an mheasunacht scagtha agus an
choncluid sin.

wz
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Measunacht Chui

Rinne an Bord breithnit ar an Scagadh MeasUnachta Cui agus ar Raiteas
Tionchair Natura, agus ar dhoiciméid ghaolmhara a cuireadh isteach in
éineacht leis an iarratas pleanala agus leis an achomharc, ar na bearta
maolaithe ata iontu, ar na haighneachtai ata ar comhad, agus ar an
measunacht 6n gCigire. Chuir an Bord meastnacht chui i gerich ar
impleachtai na forbartha beartaithe do na laithreain Eorpacha lena
mbaineann, eadhon Limistéar Cosanta Speisialta Choimpléasc Phortach
Chonamara (Céd laithreain: 004181) agus Limistéar Cosanta Speisialta Loch
Coirib (C6d laithredin: 004042), i bhfianaise chuspéiri caomhantais an
laithreain. Mheas an Bord gur leor an fhaisnéis a bhi os a chomhair chun
measunacht chui a dhéanamh. Agus an mheastnacht chui & cur i gerich

aige, rinne an Bord breithniu ar leith ar na nithe seo a leanas:

(i)  nationchair dhireacha agus indireacha ar déigh déibh teacht as an
bhforbairt bheartaithe, aisti féin né in éineacht le pleananna né

tionscadail eile,

(i) na bearta maolaithe ata ar aireamh sa togra reatha, agus

(i) na cuspdiri caomhantais don laithrean Eorpach.

Agus an mheasunacht chui a cur i gcrich aige, ghlac an Bord leis an
measunacht chui a rinneadh sa tuarascail 6n gCigire maidir leis na
héifeachtai a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag an bhforbairt bheartaithe ar shlaine na
laithrean Eorpach réamhluaite, agus ghlac sé an mheasunacht sin, agus aird

a tabhairt ar chuspo6iri caomhantais an laithreain.

M
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Sa choncluid fhoriomlan uaidh, ba dheimhin leis an mBord nach ndéanfadh
an fhorbairt bheartaithe, aisti féin né in éineacht le pleananna né tionscadail
eile, dochar do shlaine na laithrean Eorpach, i bhfianaise chuspéiri
caomhantais an laithreain, agus nach bhfuil aon amhras eolaioch réastnach

ann maidir le héifeachtai den sort sin a bheith in eashamh.

Meastinacht Tionchair Timpeallachta

Chuir an Bord Measuinacht Tionchair Timpeallachta i gcrich ar an bhforbairt

bheartaithe, agus aird a tabhairt aige ar na nithe seo a leanas:

(a) cineal, scala, lathair agus méid na forbartha beartaithe,

(b) an Tuarascail ar Mheasunacht Tionchair Timpeallachta agus na

doicimeid ghaolmhara a cuireadh isteach chun tacu leis an iarratas,

“ e

(c) na haighneachtai a fuarthas 6n iarratassir, én Gdaras aitidil, 6

chomhlachtai forordaithe, agus é bhreathnéiri le linn an iarratais, agus,

(d) an tuarascail 6n gCigire Pleanala.

Maidir leis an Tuarascéil ar Mheasunacht Tionchair Timpeallachta agus na
doiciméid tacaiochta a chuir an t-iarrataséir isteach, mheas an Bord go
sainaithnitear go himleor iontu na heifeachtai direacha, indireacha,
tanaisteacha agus carnacha a bheadh ag an bhforbairt bheartaithe ar an
gcomhshaol agus go dtugtar tuairisc imleor ar na héifeachtai sin iontu.
Chomhaontaigh an Bord leis an scrada, mar ata leagtha amach sa tuarascail
on gCigire, ar an bhfaisnéis ata sa Tuarascail ar MheasUnacht Tionchair
Timpeallachta agus sna doiciméid ghaclmhara a chuir an t-iarratasoéir isteach

agus sna haighneachtai a rinneadh le linn an iarratais.

i
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Concluid réasunaithe ar na héifeachtai suntasacha

Mheas an Bord gurb iad seo a leanas na priomhéifeachtai suntasacha
direacha agus indireacha a bheadh ag an bhforbairt bheartaithe ar an

gcomhshaol agus go maoléfai iad mar a leanas, nuair is iomchui:

. Tionchar Tirdhreacha agus Amhairc: meastar an méadu ar airde
tuirbini a bheith réasunta beag agus nach ndéanfadh sé aon difear
don chomhleantinachas amhairc le forbairti congaracha amhail
Feirm Ghaoithe na nArd-doirit. Airitear leis na bearta maolaithe
suiomh tuirbini agus comhthathd na forbartha le Feirm Ghaoithe

laithreach na nArd-doiria.

. Tracht agus lompar: ni bheadh tionchar suntasach ag an bhforbairt
bheartaithe ar thracht na ar iompar. Mhaoloéfai aon tionchair tri
phrétacail feithicli earrai troma, tri bhealai ainmnithe tarlaithe, tri
réamhrabhadh a thabhairt do chonaitheoiri, tri luasteorainneacha,
agus tri thaireachan trathrialta a dhéanamh ar riocht na mbéithre.

. Talamh agus lthir: Deimhniodh sa MheasUnacht ar Chobhsaiocht
Gheoiteicniuil agus Ména go bhfuil isealriosca teipe ména ann ar
an laithrean. Deimhniodh an méid sin freisin tri réamhshuirbhé
mionsonraithe a dhéanamh ar an laithrean, tri dhoimhneacht na
moéna a fhiosra, agus tri anailisi cobhsaiochta. Moladh bearta
sonracha maolaithe chun aghaidh a thabhairt ar rioscai féideartha,
lena n-airitear bunsraitheanna leata, criosanna maolanacha tégala,
agus coérais chui draenala a Gsaid. Maidir le truailliG ithreach a
d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann de dheasca doirteadh agus creimeadh de
thaisme, mhaoléfai é tri bhearta amhail athbhreosla iosta a
dhéanambh ar an laithrean, limistéir stérala a bhundu, feistis doirte a

Usaid, agus corais shealadacha draenala a Gsaid.

Adéf
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. Uisce (Hidreolafocht agus Hidrigeolaiocht): Airitear leis na
héifeachtai dochracha a d'théadfadh a bheith ann rith chun srutha
agus creimeadh é dhromchlai laithreain le linn na togala, arbh € an
toradh a d'fhéadfadh a bheith orthu driodrd i sruthchursai aitidla
agus éillia 6 dhoirteadh féideartha breosla agus ceimiceach.
Airitear leis na bearta maolaithe dianrialuithe driodair agus
creimthe, amhail falta siolta agus lochain shealadacha mhaolaithe,
chun rith uisce dromchla chun srutha a bhainistit. Chuirfi chun
feidhme bearta um riala ar thruailliu le haghaidh doirteadh
coincréite agus stérail breosla, mar aon le faireachan leantunach ar
chailiocht an uisce a bheadh faoi fhormhaoirseacht ag Cléireach
Comhshaoil Oibreacha. Ina theannta sin, bheadh comptiin tégala
agus limistéir storala lonnaithe ar shidal 6 shruthchdrsai, agus

gheofai réidh laithreach le haon abhar farasbairr.

. Eaneolaiocht: Airitear leis na héifeachtai dochracha a d'fhéadfadh
a bheith ag an bhfeirm ghaoithe bheartaithe ar an éaneolaiocht
caillteanas gnathoige, cur isteach le linn na t6géla, agus rioscai
imbhuailte le linn an fheirm ghaoithe a oibrid, rud a dheanfadh
difear ar leith do speicis amhail an Fheaddg Bhui, Croman na
gCearc, agus an Pocaire Gaoithe. Moltar sa Tuarascail ar
Mheasudnacht Tionchair Timpeallachta bearta maolaithe cui amhail
athchdéiria gnathog, togail lasmuigh de shéasdr an ghoir, Plean
Bainistiochta Cearc Fraoigh, linid teorann limistéar iogair, agus
coigeartuithe ar dhearadh tuirbini chun an riosca imbhuailte a

laghdu.
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. Oidhreacht Seandalaiochta agus Chultartha: Bheadh tionchair
dhireacha iosta ag tégail na forbartha beartaithe ar shainghnéithe
seandalaiochta ata ar eolas. Airitear leis na bearta maolaithe
faireachan seandalaiochta le linn cibreacha taliin, tochailt
churamach ballai pairce cloiche, agus maoirseacht leantinach ag

seandalaithe cailithe.

. Torann agus Tonnchrith: Bheadh tionchair shuntasacha iosta ag
an bhforbairt bheartaithe ar thorann agus ar thonnchrith le linn na
tégala agus le linn an fheirm ghaoithe a oibrit araon. Airitear leis
na bearta maolaithe gniomhaiochtai torannacha a theorann
d’'uaireanta sonracha, trealamh isealtorainn a Gsaid, agus
faireachan a dhéanamh ar leibhéil torainn chun an cur isteach ar
chénaitheoirf in aice laimhe a ioslaghda. Tugtar le fios |
réamhaisnéisi torainn go gcomhlionfar na Treoirlinte maidir le
Fuinneamh Gaoithe a Fhorbairt (2006) agus ETSU-R-97 le linn an
fheirm ghaoithe a oibrid, agus leibhéil torainn a gcoinneail faoi
bhun 45 dB(A) le linn an lae agus faoi bhun 43 dB(A) san oiche,
agus fad 500 méadar ar a laghad ann é ghabhdéiri ata jogair 6
thaobh torainn de.

. Aerchailiocht agus Aeraid: Bheadh tionchair shuntasacha iosta ag
an bhforbairt bheartaithe feirme gaoithe ar aerchailiocht le linn na
togala agus le linn an fheirm ghaoithe a oibrit araon. Airitear leis
ha bearta maolaithe cleachtais bhainistiochta deannaigh agus
prétacail le haghaidh oibria feithicli, agus iad ceaptha chun
deannach agus astaiochtai dbhair chaithninigh a ioslaghd le linn

na tégala.

. Slainte an Phobail agus Slainte an Duine: Bheadh tionchair
shuntasacha iosta ag an bhforbairt bheartaithe ar shlainte an

phobail agus ar shlainte an duine.

M
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Chuir an Bord Measunacht Tionchair Timpeallachta i gcrich i ndai! leis an
bhforbairt bheartaithe, agus thainig sé ar an gconcltid gurbh inghlactha a
bheadh éifeachtai na forbartha beartaithe ar an gcomhshaol, aisti féin agus in
éineacht le pleananna agus tionscadail eile sa chomharsanacht, faoi réir na
bearta molta maolaithe ata leagtha amach sa Tuarascail ar Mheastinacht
Tionchair Timpeallachta a chur chun feidhme agus faoi réir na coinniollacha
ata leagtha amach thios a chomhlionadh. Agus an méid sin & dhéanamh
aige, ghlac an Bord an tuarascail agus na concluidi 6n gcigire. Ar an iomlan,
is deimhin leis an mBord nach mbeadh aon éifeachtai do-ghlactha ag an

bhforbairt bheartaithe ar an gcomhshaol.

Coinniollacha

1. Deanfar an fhorbairt agus criochnéfar i i gcomhréir leis na pleananna
agus na sonrai a taisceadh in éineacht leis an iarratas, mar a leasaiodh
leis na pleananna agus na sonrai breise a cuireadh faoi bhraid an
tdarais pleanala an 26 |4 de mhi Dheireadh Fémhair 2023, agus leis na
pleananna agus na sonrai breise a fuair an Bord Pleanala an 299 14 de
mhi Eanair 2024, seachas de réir mar is ga ar shli eile chun na
coinniollacha seo a leanas a chomhlionadh. | gcas go gceangléfar leis
na coinniollacha sin go gcomhaontéfai mionsonrai leis an (idaras
pleanala, comhaontéidh an forbréir le mionsonrai den sért sin i scribhinn
leis an Udaras pleanala sula dtoséfar an thorbairt, agus déanfar an

fhorbairt agus criochnéfar i i gcomhréir leis na sonrai comhaontaithe.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe le soiléire.

M
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2. Seachas aon imeacht a Gidaraitear go sonrach leis an gcead seo,
déanfar an fhorbairt agus criochnéfar i i gcomhréir le téarmai agus
coinniollacha an cheada a deonaiodh an 19Y 1a de mhi Feabhra 2016
faoi uimhir thagartha PL07.243094 (uimhir thagartha an Bhoird
Pleanala), faoi uimhir thagartha 13/829 (uimhir thagartha ar an gclar

pleanala), agus faoi aon chomhaontuithe a dhéanfar faoina bhun.
Cuis: Ar mhaithe le soiléire.

3. Rachaidh an cead seo in éag ar dhata éaga uimhir thagartha chead
PLO7.243094 (uimhir thagartha an Bhoird Pleanala), ach amhain i gcas
go mbeidh na tuirbini agus an bonneagar gaolmhar tégtha roimh an data
sin.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe ie soiléire.

4.  Cuirfear chun feidhme na bearta maolaithe ata i Raiteas Tionchair
Natura a cuireadh isteach.

Cuais: Chun slaine Laithrean Eorpach a chosaint.

5.  Cuirfear chun feidhme na bearta maolaithe ata sa Tuarascail ar

Mheasunacht Tionchair Timpeallachta a cuireadh isteach.

Cutis: Chun an comhshaol a chosaint.

Al
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6. (a)

(b)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(@)

Beidh gob na dtuirbini ceadaithe 150 méadar ar airde ar a mhéad.
Cuirfear mionsonrai faoi dhearadh, airde agus dath na dtuirbini faoi
bhraid an Gdarais pleanala, agus comhaontéfar iad i scribhinn leis,

sula dtoséfar an thorbairt.

Beidh na cablai 6 na tuirbini chuig fostaisitn fheirm ghaoithe na

nArd-doirit leagtha faci thalambh.

Beidh na tuirbini gaoithe socraithe chun a chinntiti go rothléidh na

lanna sa treo céanna.

Beidh na claochladain a bheidh bainteach le gach tuirbin agus
crann aonair lonnaithe laistigh den struchtir crann tuirbin né ar

leibhéal na taltn in aice leis an gcrann.

Ni chuirfear aon abhar fégraiochta ar aon struchttr ar an laithrean,
agus ni ghreamdfar aon abhar den sért sin d’aon struchtdr ar shii

eile, gan cead pleanala a fhail roimh ré.

Beidh dromchla na rianta rochtana laistigh den laithrean déanta as
abhar oiriunach a bheidh inghlactha ag an Udaras pleanala, agus ni
chuirfear aon tarramhacadam na aon choincréit ar bharr an

dromchla.
Criochnoéfar béithre, limistéir chrua-sheasta agus limistéir eile

dhromchla chrua chun sastacht scriofa an Gdarais pleanala laistigh
de thri mhi 6 dhata choimisitinl na feirme gaoithe.

Jud
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{h) Aon ithir, aon charraig né aon abhar eile a thochléfar le linn na
tégala, ni bheidh siad stoc-charntha ar an laithrean tar éis an obair
a chriochnu. Deanfar limisteir thochailte, lena n-aireofar poill charta
agus limistéir mhéna, a athchéirit go cui laistigh de thri mhi 6
dhata choimisiuni na feirme gaoithe, i gcomhréir le mionsonrai a
chuirfear faoi bhraid an (darais pleanala agus a chomhaontofar i

scribhinn leis.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe le taitheamhachtai an limistéir.

7. Bainfear fasra den laithrean lasmuigh de shéastr an ghoir don Fhritilean

Réisc (Euphydryas Aurinia).

Cuis: Mar bheart réamhchdraim ar mhaithe leis an speiceas a chosaint.

8.  Tar éis dul i gcomhairle le hUdaras Eitliochta na hEireann, cuirfear
mionsonrai faoi cheanglais aerloingseoireachta faoi bhraid an udarais
pleandla, agus comhaontéfar iad i scribhinn leis, sula dtosofar an
fhorbairt. Sula gcoimisiundfar na tuirbini, cuirfidh an forbroir an t-Gdaras
pleanala agus Udaras Eitliochta na hEireann ar an eolas faoi
chomhordanaidi na n-airdi goib, mar a bheidh tégtha, agus faoi

chomhordanaidi na dtuirbini agus an chrainn faireachain gaoithe.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe le sabhailteacht aerthrachta.
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9. Déanfar ina n-iomlaine na bearta maolaithe torainn ata leagtha amach
sa Raiteas Tionchair Timpeallachta agus san fhaisnéis bhreise a
cuireadh faoi bhraid an Udarais pleanaia. Comhlionfar na coinniollacha

seo a leanas:

(@) Maidir le torann tuirbin gaoithe a thiocfaidh as an bhforbairt
bheartaithe, aisti féin nd in éineacht le forbairt laithreach eile
fuinnimh gaoithe né forbairt cheadaithe eile fuinnimh gaoithe sa

chomharsanacht, ni mé i na

+ 5 dB(A) os cionn leibhéil torainn culra né

« 43 dB(A) L90, 10nsimead,

cibé acu is airde, nuair a thomhaistear go seachtrach é ag

teaghaisi n6é ag gabhddiri iogaire eile.

(b) Sula dtosdéfar an thorbairt, cuirfidh an forbrdir clar um fhaireachéan
ar chomhlionadh torainn don fhorbairt lena mbaineann faoi bhraid
an udarais pleanala, agus comhaont6idh sé an plean sin i scribhinn
leis, [ena n-aireofar aon bhearta maolaithe amhail tuirbini ar leith a
dhiratail. Déanfar an tomhas torainn ar fad i gcomhréir le Moladh R
1996 6 Eagraiocht |dirnéisitinta na gCaighdean (ISO) dar teideal
“‘Measunacht ar Thorann | nDall leis an bhFreagairt Pobail”, arna
least le Moladh R 1996-1 6 ISO. Cuirfear torthai tosaigh an
fhaireachain ar chomhlionadh torainn faoi bhraid an Udarais
pleanala, agus comhaontéfar iad i scribhinn leis, laistigh de shé

mhi & choimisitini na feirme gaoithe.

Ciuis: Ar mhaithe le taitheamhacht conaithe.
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10. (a) Maidir le preabadh scatha a thiocfaidh as an bhforbairt bheartaithe,
aisti féin né in éineacht le forbairt laithreach eile fuinnimh gaoithe
nd forbairt cheadaithe eile fuinnimh gaoithe sa chomharsanacht,
mairfidh sé tréimhse nach mé na 30 uair an chloig in aghaidh na
bliana n6 30 néiméad in aghaidh an lae ag teaghaisi laithreacha né

ceadaithe né ag gabhddiri iogaire eile.

(b) Ullmhéidh duine ata céilithe go cui tuarascail ina léireofar
comhlionadh na gceanglas thuasluaite um preabadh scatha ag
teaghaisi, ar tuarascail i a bheidh i gcomhréir le ceanglais an
Udarais pleandla. Cuirfear an tuarascail sin faoi bhraid an udarais
pleanala, agus comhaontéfar i i scribhinn leis, laistigh de 12 mhi 6

choimisiana na feirme gaoithe beartaithe.
Cuis: Ar mhaithe le taitheamhacht cénaithe.

11. Sula dtoséfar an fhorbairt, comhaontoidh an forbréir leis an Udaras
pleandla prétacal le haghaidh measinacht a dhéanamh ar aon tionchar
ar ghlacadh raidid, glacadh teilifise né glacadh aon teileachumarsaide
eile sa limistéar. | gcas go mbeidh trasnaiocht ann, déanfaidh an
forbréir an trasnaiocht sin a leigheas i gcomhréir le modheolaiocht a
chomhaontéfar i scribhinn leis an Gdaras pleanala, tar éis dul i

gcombhairle le hidarais iomchui eile, agus sula gcoimisiinéfar na tuirbini.

Ciuis: Ar mhaithe le taitneamhacht conaithe.

Augd
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12.

(a)

Sula dtoséfar an thorbairt, cuirfear mionsonrai faoi na nithe seo a

leanas faoi bhraid an tdarais pleanala, agus comhaontéfar iad i

scribhinn leis:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

Plean Bainistiochta lompair, lena n-aireofar mionsonrai facin
ngréasan boithre né faoi bhealai tarlaithe, mionsonrai faci na
cinealacha feithicli a Usaidfear chun abhair a iompar ar an
laithrean agus lasmuigh den laithrean, agus sceideal de
bhearta rialaithe le haghaidh ualai eisceachtula seachadta ata
leathan agus trom.

Suirbhé ar riocht na mbéithre agus na ndroichead feadh na
mbealai tarlaithe, ar suirbhé é a dhéanfaidh duine ata cailithe
go cui ar chostas an fhorbréra sula dtoséfar ar an bhforbairt
feirme gaoithe a thdgail agus le linn an fhorbairt a thégail
araon. Aireofar leis an suirbhé sin sceideal den obair is ga
chun go mbeidh na bealai tarlaithe in ann freastal ar thracht a
bhaineann leis an tégail. Comhaontéfar meid agus raon
feidhme an tsuirbhé agus an sceideal d’eibreacha leis an
udaras pleanala sula dtosofar an thorbairt.

Socruithe mionsonraithe le haghaidh aon damaiste tégala a
thiocfaidh chun cinn a leigheas chun sastacht an Gdarais
pleanala.

Socruithe mionsonraithe le haghaidh socruithe/rialuithe
sealadacha trachta ar bhéithre.

Clar ina léireofar an scala ama ar laistigh de ata sé beartaithe

gach bealach poibli a Usaid chun tégail na forbartha a éascu.

fui
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13.

(vi) Ba cheart mionsonrai a bheith sa phlean sin facin déigh a
mbeartaionn an forbréir caidreamh a dhéanamh leis an
bpobal aitidil, agus fégra a thabhairt d¢, roimh sheachadadh

ualai ollmhéra.

{b) Criochnéfar na hoibreacha uile a thiocfaidh as na socruithe
réeamhluaite ar chostas an fhorbréra laistigh de 12 mhi 6 scor de
gach béthar a usaid mar bhealach tarlaithe don thorbairt
bheartaithe.

Cheal comhaontu ar aon cheann de na ceanglais sin, tarchuirfear an ni

chuig an mBord Pleanala lena chinneadh.

Cuis: Chun an gréasan boéithre poibli a chosaint agus chun méid an
cheada a shoiléiriu ar mhaithe le sabhailteacht trachta agus forbairt

rianuil,

A luaithe a dhichoimisianéfar an theirm ghaoithe go hiomlan né go
pairteach, ndé mas rud e go scoirfidh an theirm ghaoithe de bheith ag
oibrit ar feadh tréimhse is faide na bliain amhain, bainfear na crainn
agus na tuirbini lena mbaineann, bainfear gach struchtir
dichoimisitnaithe, agus bainfear na bunsraitheanna, né cumhdéfar le

hithir iad, chun athfhasr( a éascu, laistigh de thri mhi én dichoimisiond.

Cuis: Chun athshui sastuil an laithreain a chinntiti trath scor den
tionscadal.
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14. Bainisteofar tégail na forbartha i gcomhréir le Plean Bainistiochta

Tégala, rud a chuirfear faoi bhraid an Udarais pleanala, agus a

chomhaontéfar i scribhinn leis, sula dtoséfar an fhorbairt. Solathrofar sa

phlean sin mionsonrai facin gcleachias beartaithe tégala don fhorbairt,

lena n-aireofar na nithe seo a leanas:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

(h)

Lathair an laithreain agus an chompuin/na gcompun abhar, lena n-
aireofar an limistéar/na iimistéir ata sainaitheanta le haghaidh

dramhail tégala a storail;

Lathair na limistéar le haghaidh oifigi laithreain tégala agus saoraidi

foirne;
Mionsonrai faoi thalta agus ballai clar slandala ar an laithrean;

Mionsonrai faoi shaoraidi pairceala carranna ar an laithrean
d'oibrithe laithreain le linn na tégala;

Bearta chun teacht roimh chitail trachta tégala ar an ngréasan
tadhlach baithre;

Bearta chun doirteadh né sil-leagan cré, spallai né smionagair eile

a chosc ar an ngréasan bdithre poibli;

Na socruithe malartacha a chuirfear i bhfeidhm do choisithe agus
feithicli i gcas go ndunfar aon bhéthar né cosan poibli le linn na n-
oibreacha forbartha laithreain;

Uaireanta tégala, lena n-aireofar seachadtai abhar chuig an

laithrean;

Agg

.

ABP-318723-23 An Bord Pleanala Leathanach 18 de 45



15.

() Mionsonrai faoi bhearta cui le haghaidh torann, deannach agus
tonnchrith a mhaoli agus le haghaidh faireachan a dhéanamh ar

leibhéil torainn, deannaigh agus tonnchreatha;

() An déigh a ndéanfar an breosla agus an ola ar fad a bhaineann leis
an tégail a shrianadh laistigh de bhundai saintégtha chun a chinntig
gur lansrianta a bheidh aon doirteadh breosla. Beidh dion ar

bhundai den sért sin chun uisce baisti a choinneail amach;

(k) An ddigh a ndidscréfar dramhail tégala/scartala lasmuigh den

laithrean.

Coinneofar taifead a léiril go mbionn seicedlacha laethila & ndéanamh i
gcomhréir leis an bPlean Bainistiochta Tégala lena iniiichadh ag an

udaras pleanala.
Cuis: Ar mhaithe le taitneamhachtal agus sabhailteacht.

Airitheoidh an forbréir seirbhisi Eiceolai ata cailithe go cui agus a bhfuil
taithi chui aige/aici (chun an r6l mar Chléireach Eiceolaioch Oibreacha a
chomhlionadh) chun suirbhéanna réamhthoégala a dhéanamh ag na
heiliminti €éagsula tionscadail, lena n-aireofar aon trasrianta abhann,
direach sula dtoséfar aon obair, chun a sheiceail an bhfuil aon speicis

chosanta sa chomharsanacht.

Cuais: Ar mhaithe le héiceolaiocht agus fiadhdira sa limistéar a chosaint.

Ay
<
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16. Airitheoidh an forbroir seirbhisi saineolai éan ata cailithe go cui agus a

17.

18.

bhfuil taithi chui aige/aici chun suirbhéanna cui éan a dhéanamh ar an
laithrean seo gach bliain. Forbrofar mionsonrai na suirbhéanna a
dhéanfar agus na ceanglais ghaolmhara tuairiscithe tar éis dul i
gcomhairle leis an Gdaras pleanala, agus comhaontéfar iad i scribhinn
leis, sula dtoséfar an thorbairt. Cuirfear na tuarascalacha sin isteach ar
dhata comhaontaithe gach bliain ar feadh tréimhse cuig bliana, le
comhaontd reimh ré i scribhinn én Gdaras pleanala. Seolfar coipeanna
de na tuarascalacha chuig an Roinn Ealaion, Oidhreachta agus
Gaeltachta.

Cuis: Chun a chinntiti go ndéanfar faireachan cui ar thionchar na

forbartha ar fhana éanuil an limistéir.

Cinnteoidh an forbrbir go ndéanfar an gléasra agus an t-innealra ar fad a
usaidfear le linn na n-oibreacha a ghlanadh agus a ni go criochnil sula
seachadfar chuig an laithrean iad ar mhaithe le leathadh speiceas

ionrach guaiseach agus pataigini a chosc.
Cuis: Ar mhaithe le pleanail chui agus forbairt inchothaithe an limistéir.

Eascoidh an forbréir caomhnu, taifeadadh agus cosaint abhar
seandalaiochta no sainghnéithe seandalaiochta ata ann laistigh den

laithrean. | ndail leis sin, déanfaidh an forbréir na nithe seo a leanas:

(a) Fogra i scribhinn a thabhairt don Udaras pleanala faoin bhforbairt
bheartaithe ceithre seachtaine ar a laghad sula dtoséfar aon
oibriocht ar an laithrean (lena n-aireofar imscruduithe hidreolaiocha

agus geoiteicnitla),

AN
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19.

20.

(b) Seandalai ata cailithe go cui a fhostl, a dhéanfaidh faireachan ar
na himscriduithe laithreain eile agus na hoibreacha tochailte uile

eile, agus

(c) Socruithe a sholathar a bheidh inghlactha ag an udaras pleanala le
haghaidh aon abhar seandalaiochta is cui leis an Gdaras a

thaifeadadh agus a bhaint.

Cheal comhaontt ar aon cheann de na ceanglais sin, tarchuirfear an ni

chuig an mBord Pleanala lena chinneadh.

Cuis: Chun oidhreacht seandalaiochta an laithreain a chaomhn( agus
chun a airithid go ndéanfar aon iarsmai ata ann laistigh den laithrean a
chaomhnt agus a chosaint.

Maidir le socruithe solathair agus draenala uisce, lena n-aireofar uisce

dromchla a mhaolu agus a dhiGscairt, comhlionfaidh siad ceanglais an

udarais pleanala le haghaidh oibreacha agus seirbhisi den sért sin.

Cais: Ar mhaithe leis an tslainte phoibli.

Sula dtoséfar an thorbairt, cuirfear tograi gnéthachain pobail faci bhraid

an udarais pleanala, agus comhaontéfar iad i scribhinn leis.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe le pleanail chui agus forbairt inchothaithe an limistéir.

hay
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21.

22.

23.

Laistigh de bhliain amhain 6 choimisiinu na feirme gaoithe, cuirfear
mionsonrai faoi shocruithe taitneamhachta agus rochtana poibli agus an
scala ama lena gcur i bhfeidhm faoi bhraid an Udarais pleanala lena

gcomhaontu i scribhinn aige.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe le taitheamhachtai aineasa an limistéir a chur ar
aghaidh.

Sula dtosofar an fhorbairt, taiscfidh an forbréir leis an Udaras pleanala
taisce airgid, banna de chuid cuideachta arachais, n6 cibé urras eile is
inghlactha ag an Gdaras pleanala, chun a airithii go ndéanfar boithre
poibli a athshui a bhfeadfadh go ndéanfai damaiste déibh de dheasca
abhair a iompar chuig an laithrean, mar aon le comhaontt lena
dtabharfar de chumhacht don tidaras pleanala urris den sért sin nd cuid
de a Usaid d’athshui sasuil na mboithre poibli. Comhaontéfar foirm agus
méid an urrlis idir an t-iUdaras pleanala agus an forbroir né, cheal

comhaont, tarchuirfear an ni chuig an mBord Pleanala lena chinneadh.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe le sabhailteacht trachta agus pleanail chui agus

forbairt inchothaithe an limistéir.

Sula dtoséfar an fthorbairt, taiscfidh an forbréir leis an udaras pleanala
taisce airgid, banna de chuid cuideachta arachais, né cibé urrus eile is
inghlactha ag an udaras pleanala, chun a airithiu go ndéanfar an
laithrean a athshui go sasuil trath scor den tionscadal, mar aon le
comhaonti lena dtabharfar de chumhacht don tdaras pleanala urras
den sort sin nod cuid de a usaid don athshui sin. Comhaontéfar foirm
agus meéid an urruis idir an t-tdaras pleanala agus an forbréir nd, cheal

comhaontu, tarchuirfear an ni chuig an mBord Pleanala lena chinneadh.

Cuis: Ar mhaithe le forbairt riantil agus taitneamhacht amhairc agus

chun athshui sastil an laithreain a chinntid.

g
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24.

locfaidh an forbréir leis an Gdaras pleanala ranniocaiocht airgeadais i
leith bonneagar agus saoraidi poibli a rachaidh chun tairbhe d'fhorbairt i
limistéir an udarais pleanala, ar nithe iad a sholathréidh an t-tdards n6 a
sholathrofar thar a cheann, né a bhfuil sé beartaithe ag an (daras iad a
sholathar nd a bhfuil sé beartaithe iad a sholathar thar a cheann, i
gcomhréir le téarmai na Scéime Ranniocai Forbartha arna déanamh faoi
alt 48 den Acht um Pleanail agus Forbairt, 2000, arna leasu. Déanfar an
ranniocaiocht sula dtoséfar an fhorbairt né tri cibé iocaiochtai céimnithe
a eascoidh an t-Gdaras pleanala, agus beidh si faoi réir aon fhoralacha
innéacsaithe is infheidhme den Scéim trath na hiocaiochta.
Comhaontéfar mionsonrai chur i bhfeidhm na Scéime idir an t-udaras
pleanala agus an forbroéir ng, cheal comhaontd, tarchuirfear an ni chuig
an mBord Pleanala chun cur i bhfeidhm cui théarmai na Scéime a

chinneadh.

Cais: Ceanglaitear leis an Acht um Pleanail agus Forbairt, 2000, arna
leasu, go ndéanfai coinnioll lena gceanglaitear ranniocaiocht i gcomhréir
leis an Scéim Ranniocai Forbartha arna déanamh faoi alt 48 den Acht a

chur i bhfeidhm i leith an cheada.
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Appeal by Knockranny Moycullen Wind Farm Action Group care of Dara
Canavan, Pillagh, Moycullen, County Galway and by Others against the
decision made on the 22" day of November, 2023 by Galway County Council
to grant subject to conditions a permission to Western Power Developments
Limited care of Conor Frehill, HW Planning of 5 Joyce House, Barrack
Square, Ballincollig, County Cork in accordance with plans and particulars
lodged with the said Council:

Proposed Development: (1) Alterations to the Cnoc Raithni (Knockranny)
Wind Farm (Galway County Council Planning Reference Number 13/829 and
An Bord Pleanéla Reference: 07.243094 comprising 11 number wind turbines
with an overall ground to blade tip height of 150 metres (an increase of 19.5
metres and 9.5 metres from 130.5 metres and 140.5 metres, as previously
permitted), a rotor blade length of 68 metres or 69 metres and a hub height of
81 metres or 82 metres; associated increase in turbine foundations; and
omission of permitted on-site 110kV substation and underground cabling; (2)
Provision of underground electrical (33kV) and communications cabling
connecting the 11 number wind turbines to the Ardderroo Wind Farm
substation for the purposes of connection to the national grid, including a new
cable service track (with watercourse/culvert crossings) and widening of an
existing access road; extension of the Ardderroo substation within the existing
substation compound, including control building extension, new 110kV
transformer and electrical plant and apparatus; (3) All associated site
development and ancillary works above and below ground in support of the
above, including site drainage and tree felling; (4) An operational period and
planning permission duration to align with the existing permission (An Bord
Pleanala Reference: 07.243094) is sought in the townlands of Cnoc Raithni
(Knockranny), Na hArd-Doirit (Ardderroo} and Leitir (Letter), Moycullen,
County Galway. The site is located within a Gaeltacht Area.

Apf

\
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Decision

GRANT permission for the above proposed development in accordance

with the said plans and particulars based on the reasons and

considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below.

Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to;

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

the policies and objectives set out in the Galway County Development
Plan 2022-2028,

the Northern and Western Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
2020-2032,

the provisions of the Climate Action Plan 2024, with regard to the
development of alternative and indigenous energy sources and the

minimisation of emissions from greenhouse gases,

the provisions of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines — Guidelines
for Planning Authorities issued by the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government, (2006), (updated in November 2021),

the provisions of the Draft Revised Wind Energy Development
Guidelines (2019), prepared by the Department of Housing, Planning
and Local Government and the Department of Communications, Climate
and the Environment (updated January 2020},

relevant European and National Policy and Guidelines,
the nature, scale, design and location of the proposed development,

the planning history of the site and the surrounding area,

e

N
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()

(k)
(
(m)

(n)

the pattern of existing and permitted development in the area,

the distance to dwellings and other sensitive receptors from the
proposed development,

the Environmental Impact Assessment Report submitted,
the Natura Impact Statement submiited,
the submissions and observations received, and

the likely consequences for the environment and the proper planning
and sustainable development of the area in which it is proposed to carry
out the proposed development, and the likely significant effects of the
proposed development on European Sites (including transboundary

sites),

it is considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below,

the proposed development would be acceptable at this location, would be

acceptable in terms of impact on the visual amenities and landscape

character of the area, would not seriously injure the amenities of property in

the vicinity, would be acceptable in terms of pedestrian and traffic safety and

would not be prejudicial to public health. The proposed development would,

therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area.
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Appropriate Assessment Screening

The Board agreed with and adopted the screening assessment and
conclusion carried out in the Inspector’s report in which the Connemara Bog
Complex Special Protection Area (Site code: 004181) and the Lough Corrib
Special Protection Area (Site code: 004042) are the only European Sites in
respect of which the proposed development has the potential to have a
significant effect.

Appropriate Assessment

The Board considered the Appropriate Assessment Screening and Natura
Impact Statement, and associated documentation submitted with the planning
application and appeal, the mitigation measures contained therein, the
submissions on file, and the Inspector's assessment. The Board completed
an appropriate assessment of the implications of the proposed development
for the affected European sites, namely Connemara Bog Complex Special
Protection Area (Site code: 004181) and the Lough Corrib Special Protection
Area (Site code: 004042), in view of the site’s conservation objectives. The
Board considered that the information before it was adequate to allow the
carrying out of an appropriate assessment. In completing the appropriate
assessment, the Board considered, in particular, the following:

(i) the likely direct and indirect impacts arising from the proposed
development both individually or in combination with other plans or

projects,

(i) the mitigation measures which are included as part of the current
proposal, and

(iii) the conservation objectives for the European site.

JAsf

\
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In completing the appropriate assessment, the Board accepted and adopted
the appropriate assessment carried out in the Inspector’s report in respect of
the potential effects of the proposed development on the integrity of the
aforementioned European sites, having regard to the site’s conservation

objectives.

In overall conclusion, the Board was satisfied that the proposed development,
by itself or in combination with other plans or projects, would not adversely
affect the integrity of the European sites, in view of the site’s conservation
objectives and there is no reasonable scientific doubt as to the absence of

such effects.

Jk
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Environmental Impact Assessment

The Board completed an Environmental Impact Assessment of the proposed

development taking account of;

(a) the nature, scale, location, and extent of the proposed development,

(b) the Environmental Impact Assessment Report and associated

documentation submitted in support of the application,

(c) the submissions received from the applicant, local authority, prescribed

bodies, and observers in the course of the application, and,

(d) the Planning Inspector’s report.

The Board considered that the Environmental Impact Assessment Report,
supported by the documentation submitted by the applicant, adequately
identifies and describes the direct, indirect, secondary and cumulative effects
of the proposed development on the environment. The Board agreed with the
examination, set out in the Inspector’s report, of the information contained in
the Environmental Impact Assessment Report and associated documentation
submitted by the applicant and submissions made in the course of the

application.

i
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Reasoned conclusion on the significant effects

The Board considered that the main significant direct and indirect effects of
the proposed development on the environment are, and would be mitigated

where relevant, as follows:

. Landscape and Visual Impact: the increase in turbine height is
considered relatively minor and would maintain visual coherence
with adjacent developments like Ardderroo Wind Farm. Mitigation
measures include turbine placement and integration of the

development with the existing Wind Farm Ardderroo.

. Traffic and Transport: the proposed development would not
significantly impact traffic and transport. The impacts would be
mitigated by HGV protocols, designated haulage routes, advance
warning to residents, speed limits and regular road condition

monitoring.

. Land and Soil: The Geotechnical and Peat Stability Assessment
confirms that the site has a low risk of peat failure, supported by
detailed site reconnaissance, peat depth probing, and stability
analyses. Specific mitigation measures, such as the use of spread
foundations, construction buffer zones, and proper drainage
systems, have been proposed to address potential risks. Potential
soil poliution from accidental spillages and erosion, would be
mitigated by measures such as minimal on-site refuelling, bunding
of storage areas, use of spill kits, and temporary drainage systems.

My
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. Water (Hydrology and Hydrogeology): Potential adverse effects
include runoff and erosion from site surfaces during construction,
which could lead to sedimentation in local watercourses and
contamination from potential fuel and chemical spills. Mitigation
measures include strict sediment and erosion controls, such as silt
fences and temporary attenuation ponds, to manage surface water
runoff. Pollution control measures for concrete pouring and fuel
storage would be implemented, alongside continuous water quality
monitoring overseen by an Environmental Clerk of Works (ECoW).
Additionally, construction compounds and storage areas would be
located away from watercourses, and surplus material would be

promptly removed.

. Ornithology: Potential adverse effects of the proposed wind farm
on ornithology include habitat loss, disturbance during construction,
and collision risks during operation, particularly affecting species
like Golden Plover, Hen Harrier, and Kestrel. The EIAR proposes
appropriate mitigation measures such as habitat restoration, non-
breeding season construction, a Red Grouse Management Plan,
sensitive area demarcation, and turbine design adjustments to

reduce collision risk.

. Archaeology and Cultural Heritage: The proposed development
would have minimal direct construction impacts on known
archaeological features. The mitigation measures include
archaeological monitoring during groundworks, careful excavation
of stone field walls, and continuous supervision by qualified

archaeologists.

AL
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Noise and Vibration: The proposed development would have minimal
significant impacts on noise and vibration, both during construction
and operation. Mitigation measures include limiting noisy activities
to specific hours, using low-noise equipment, and monitoring noise
levels to minimise disruption to nearby residents. During operation,
noise predictions indicate compliance with the Wind Energy
Development Guidelines (2006) and ETSU-R-97, maintaining noise
levels below 45 dB(A) during the day and 43 dB(A) at night, with a

minimum 500 metres separation from noise-sensitive receptors.

. Air Quality and Climate: The proposed wind farm development
would have minimal significant impacts on air quality during
construction and operation. Mitigation measures include dust
management practices and vehicle operation protocols, to minimise

dust and particulate matter emissions during construction.

. Population and Human Health: The proposed development would

have minimal significant impacts on population and human health.

The Board completed an Environmental Impact Assessment in relation to the
proposed development and conciuded that, subject to the implementation of
the mitigation measures proposed as set out in the Environmental Impact
Assessment Report, and subject to compliance with the conditions set out
below, the effects of the proposed development on the environment, by itself
and in combination with other plans and projects in the vicinity, would be
acceptable. In doing so, the Board adopted the report and conclusions of the
inspector. Overall the Board is satisfied that the proposed development would
not have any unacceptable effects on the environment.
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Conditions

1. The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with
the plans and particulars lodged with the application, as amended by the
further plans and particulars submitted to the planning authority on the
26th day of October 2023 and by the further plans and particulars
received by An Bord Pleanala on the 29th day of January 2024 except
as may otherwise be required in order to comply with the following
conditions. Where such conditions require details to be agreed with the
planning authority, the developer shall agree to such details in writing
with the planning authority prior to the commencement of development
and the development shall be carried out and completed in accordance

with the agreed particulars.
Reason: In the interest of clarity.

2. Apart from any departures specifically authorised by this permission, the
development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with the
terms and conditions of the permission granted on the 15th day of
February, 2016 under An Bord Pleanala reference PL07.243094,
planning register reference number 13/829, and any agreements entered

into thereunder.
Reason: In the interest of clarity.

3. This permission shall expire on the expiry date of the An Bord Pleanala
reference: PL07.243094 permission, unless before that date the turbines

and associated infrastructure has been erected.

Reason: In the interest of clarity.
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The mitigation measures contained in the submitted Natura Impact

Statement (NIS), shall be implemented.

Reason: To protect the integrity of European Sites.

The mitigation measures contained in the submitted Environmental

Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), shall be implemented.

Reason: To protect the environment.

6. (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

()

The permitted turbines shall have a maximum tip height of 150
metres. Details of the turbine design, height, and colour shall be
submitted to and agreed in writing with the planning authority prior

to the commencement of development.

Cables from the turbines to the Ardderroo wind farm substation

shall be run underground.

The wind turbines shall be geared to ensure that the blades rotate
in the same direction.

Transformers associated with each individual turbine and mast
shall be located either within the turbine mast structure or at ground

level beside the mast.

No advertising material shall be placed on or otherwise affixed to
any structure on the site without a prior grant of planning

permission.

The access tracks within the site shall be surfaced in a suitable
material acceptable to the planning authority and shall not be hard-

topped with tarmacadam or concrete.
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(g) Roads, hard-standing areas and other hard-surfaced areas shall be
completed to the written satisfaction of the planning authority within

three months of the date of commissioning of the wind farm.

(h} Soil, rock, and other materials excavated during construction shall
not be left stockpiled on site after the completion of the work.
Excavated areas, including the borrow pits and areas of peat
placement, shall be appropriately restored within three months of
the date of commissioning of the wind farm, in accordance with
details to be submitted to and agreed in writing with the planning
authority.

Reason: In the interest of the amenities of the area.

Removal of site vegetation shall be carried out outside of the breeding
season for the Marsh Fritillary Butterfly (Euphydryas Aurinia).

Reason: As a precautionary measure in the interest of protecting the

species.

8. Details of aeronautical requirements shall be submitted to and agreed in
writing with the planning authority prior to the commencement of
development, following consultation with the Irish Aviation Authority.
Prior to the commissioning of the turbines, the developer shall inform the
planning authority and the Irish Aviation Authority of the coordinates of
the as-constructed tip heights and coordinates of the turbines and wind

monitoring mast.

Reason: In the interest of air traffic safety.
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Noise mitigation measures outlined in the Environmental Impact
Statement and in the further information submitted to the planning
authority shall be carried out in full. The following conditions shall be

complied with:

(a) Wind turbine noise arising from the proposed development, by itself
or in combination with other existing or permitted wind energy

development in the vicinity, shall not exceed the greater of:

+ 5 dB(A) above background noise levels or

* 43 dB(A) L90,10min

when measured exiernally at dwellings or other sensitive receptors.

(b) Prior to the commencement of development, the developer shall
submit to and agree in writing with the planning authority to a noise
compliance monitoring programme for the subject development,
including any mitigation measures such as the de-rating of
particular turbines. All noise measurements shall be carried out in
accordance with ISO Recommendation R 1996, “Assessment of
Noise with Respect to Community Response,” as amended by ISO
Recommendations R 1996-1. The initial noise compliance
monitoring resulis shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with
the planning authority within six months of commissioning the wind
farm.

Reason: in the interest of residential amenity.
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10. (a) Shadow flicker arising from the proposed development, by itseif or
in combination with other existing or permitted wind energy
development in the vicinity, shall not exceed 30 hours per year or
30 minutes per day at existing or permitted dwellings or other

sensitive receptors.

(b) Areport shall be prepared by a suitably qualified person in
accordance with the requirements of the planning authority,
indicating compliance with the above shadow flicker requirements
at dwellings. Within 12 months of the commissioning of the
proposed wind farm, this report shall be submitted to, and agreed in
writing with, the planning authority.

Reason: In the interest of residential amenity.

11. Prior to the commencement of development, the developer shall agree
with the planning authority on a protocol for assessing any impact on
radio, television or other telecommunications reception in the area. In
the event of interference occurring, the developer shall remedy such
interference according to a methodology to be agreed in writing with the
planning authority, following consultation with other relevant authorities

and prior to commissioning the turbines.

Reason: In the interest of residential amenity.
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12.

(a)

Prior to the commencement of development, details of the following

shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with the planning

authority:

()

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

A Transport Management Plan, including details of the road
network/haulage routes, the vehicle types to be used to
transport materials on and off-site, and a schedule of control

measures for exceptional wide and heavy delivery loads.

A condition survey of the roads and bridges along the haul
routes is to be carried out at the developer’s expense by a
suitably qualified person both before and after the
construction of the wind farm development. This survey shall
include a schedule of required work to enable the haul routes
to cater to construction-related traffic. The extent and scope
of the survey and the schedule of works shall be agreed upon
with the planning authority prior to the commencement of

development.

Detailed arrangements whereby the rectification of any
construction damage which arises shall be completed to the

satisfaction of the planning authority.

Detailed arrangements for temporary traffic

arrangements/controls on roads.

A programme indicating the timescale within which it is
intended to use each public route to facilitate the construction

of the development.

The plan should contain details of how the developer intends
to engage with and notify the local community in advance of

the delivery of oversized loads.
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13.

14.

(b) Ali works arising from the aforementioned arrangements shall be
completed at the developer’'s expense within 12 months of the
cessation of each road’s use as a haul route for the proposed

development.

In default of agreement on any of these requirements, the matter shall

be referred to An Bord Pleanala for determination.

Reason: To protect the public road network and to clarify the extent of
the permission in the interest of traffic safety and orderly development.

On full or partial decommissioning of the wind farm or if the wind farm
ceases operation for a period of more than one year, the masts and the
turbines concerned shall be removed, and all decommissioned
structures shall be removed, and foundations removed or covered with

soil to facilitate re-vegetation, within three months of decommissioning.

Reason: To ensure satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon

cessation of the project.

The construction of the development shall be managed in accordance
with a Construction Management Plan, which shall be submitted to, and
agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to commencement of
development. This plan shall provide details of the intended construction

practice for the development, including:

(a) Location of the site and materials compound(s) including area(s)

identified for the storage of construction refuse;
(b) Location of areas for construction site offices and staff facilities;

(c) Details of site security fencing and hoardings;

A
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(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(i)

0

(k)

Details of on-site car parking facilities for site workers during the

course of construction;

Measures to obviate queuing of construction traffic on the adjoining

road network;

Measures to prevent the spillage or deposit of clay, rubble or other
debris on the public road network;

Alternative arrangements to be put in place for pedestrians and
vehicles in the case of the closure of any public road or footpath

during the course of site development works;

Provision of construction hours, including deliveries of materials to

the site;

Details of appropriate mitigation measures for noise, dust and

vibration, and monitoring of such levels;
Containment of all construction-related fuel and oil within specially
constructed bunds to ensure that fuel spillages are fully contained.

Such bunds shall be roofed to exclude rainwater;

Off-site disposal of construction/demolition waste.

A record of daily checks that the works are being undertaken in

accordance with the Construction Management Plan shall be kept for

inspection by the planning authority.

Reason: In the interest of amenities and safety.
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15.

16.

17.

The developer shall retain the services of a suitably qualified and
experienced Ecologist (to perform the role of Ecological Clerk of Works)
to undertake pre-construction surveys at the various project elements,
including any river crossings, immediately prior to commencing work in

order to check for the presence of protected species in the vicinity.

Reason: In the interest of protecting ecology and wildlife in the area.

The developer shall retain the services of a suitably qualified and
experienced bird specialist to undertake appropriate annual bird surveys
of this site. Details of the surveys fo be undertaken and associated
reporting requirements shall be developed following consultation with,
and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to the
commencement of development. These reports shall be submitted on an
agreed date annually for five years, with the prior written agreement of
the planning authority. Copies of the reports shall be sent to the
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Reason: To ensure appropriate monitoring of the impact of the

development on the avifauna of the area.

The developer shall ensure that all plant and machinery used during the
works are thoroughly cleaned and washed before delivery to the site to

prevent the spread of hazardous invasive species and pathogens.

Reason: [n the interest of the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area.
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18. The developer shall facilitate the preservation, recording and protection
of archaeological materials or features that may exist within the site. In
this regard, the developer shall:

(a) Notify the planning authority in writing at least four weeks prior to
the commencement of any site operation (including hydrological
and geotechnical investigations) regarding the proposed

development,

(b) Employ a suitably qualified archaeologist who shall monitor all site

investigations and other excavation works, and

(c) Provide arrangements acceptable to the planning authority for the
recording and removal of any archaeological material that the

authority considers appropriate.

In default of agreement on any of these requirements, the matter shall

be referred to An Bord Pleanala for determination.
Reason: In order to conserve the archaeological heritage of the site and
to secure the preservation and protection of any remains that may exist
within the site.

19. Water supply and drainage arrangements, including the attenuation and
disposal of surface water, shall comply with the requirements of the

planning authority for such works and services.

Reason: In the interest of public health.
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20.

21,

22.

Prior to the commencement of development, the community gain
proposals shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with the planning
authority.

Reason: In the interest of the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area.

Within one year of the commissioning of the wind farm details of amenity
and public access arrangements and the timescale for their realisation

shall be submitted to the planning authority for its written agreement.

Reason: |n the interest of advancing the recreational amenities of the

area.

Prior to the commencement of development, the developer shall lodge
with the planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance
company, or such other security as may be acceptable to the planning
authority, to secure the reinstatement of public roads which may be
damaged by the transport of materials to the site, coupled with an
agreement empowering the planning authority to apply such security or
part thereof to the satisfactory reinstatement of the public road. The form
and amount of the security shall be as agreed between the planning
authority and the developer or, in default of agreement, shall be referred

to An Bord Pleanala for determination.

Reason: In the interest of traffic safety and the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area.
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23.

Prior to the commencement of development, the developer shall lodge
with the planning authority a cash deposit, a bond of an insurance
company, or such other security as may be acceptable to the planning
authority, to secure the satisfactory reinstatement of the site upon
cessation of the project, coupled with an agreement empowering the
planning authority to apply such security or part thereof to such
reinstatement. The form and amount of the security shall be as agreed
between the planning authority and the developer or, in default of
agreement, shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala for determination.

Reason: In the interest of orderly development and visual amenity and
to ensure satisfactory reinstatement of the site.

M
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24. The developer shall pay to the planning authority a financial contribution
in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in
the area of the planning authority that is provided or intended to be
provided by or on behalf of the authority in accordance with the terms of
the Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. The contribution
shall be paid prior to the commencement of development or in such
phased payments as the planning authority may facilitate and shall be
subject to any applicable indexation provisions of the Scheme at the time
of payment. Details of the application of the terms of the Scheme shal}
be agreed between the planning authority and the developer, or, in
default of such agreement, the matter shall be referred to the An Bord

Pleanala to determine the proper application of the terms of the Scheme.

Reason: It is a requirement of the Planning and Development Act 2000,
as amended, that a condition requiring a contribution in accordance with
the Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the Act
be applied to the permission.
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