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Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2022

Planning Authority: Kildare County Council

Planning Register Reference Number: 2460253

Appeal by Elaine Cassidy care of David Mulcahy Planning Consultants

Limited of 67 The Old Mill Race, Athgarvan, Newbridge, County Kildare

against the decision made on the 16th day of May 2024 by Kildare County

Council to grant subject to conditions a permission to the Electricity Supply

Board of Dublin Airport Central, Cloghran, Dublin in accordance with plans

and particulars lodged with the said Council.

Proposed Development: Construction of a substation compound of

approximately 2,850 square metres gross area, with 2.6-metre-high palisade

fence around the entire perimeter of the substation, with the following

electrical plant within the substation: one number prefabricated 38 kV GIS

module and foundation (circa 31 square metres and circa 5.2 metres high);

one number prefabricated MV GIS module and foundation (circa 32 square

metres and circa 4.7 metres high); one number prefabricated control room

module and foundation (circa 32 square metres and circa 4.7 metres high);

two number 38/20 kV 10 MVA transformers and associated bunds (circa 15

square metres, circa 4.5 metres high each); telecommunication SCADA pole

of circa 10 metres in height; associated and ancillary outdoor electrical
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equipment and other apparatus, including installation of underground cables;

internal access road of circa 40 metres in length and circa five metres wide

within the proposed substation; compound lighting, boundary treatment,

associated drainage, landscaping and all ancillary site development works.

Use of a portion of the existing temporary road (circa 200 metres in length)

permitted as part of the recent MSD Rathgall development (planning register

reference numbers 21/360 and 22/1 10) for permanent use to facilitate access

to the proposed substation. Construction of new stone wall, fencing and gates

at the existing junction of the temporary road with the public road.

Construction of an internal access road (circa 140 metres in length) to the

proposed substation extending from the existing temporary road on the MSD

lands to the proposed substation. Site clearance works related to the

proposed substation compound and access road. Installation of circa 1.3

kilometres of double-circuit 38 kV underground cables (UGC) along the Fq448

road between the proposed substation and the existing Carlow–Graigue 38 kV

OHL. Installation of circa 0.7 kilometres of single circuit 38 kV UGC along the

Ft448 road between the proposed substation and the existing Carlow–

Ballylinan 38 kV OHL. Installation of circa 0.3 kilometres of six circuit MV

UGC along the F:448 road between the proposed substation and the existing

Fq448 roundabout. Installation of a new 12-metre-high steel lattice mast on

the existing Carlow–Graigue 38 kV OHL. Replacement of an existing timber

poleset (IMP 1395) with a new 15-metre-high steel lattice mast on the existing

Carlow–Ballylinan 38 kV OHL, all at townlands of Ballyvergal and Pollerton

Little, County Carlow and Knocknagee, County Kildare.

Decision

GRANT permission for the above proposed development in accordance

with the said plans and particulars based on the reasons and

considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below.
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Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to the nature and extent of the proposed development, which is

integral to the upgrading and renewal of existing 38kV/MV electrical

infrastructure at this location, and the provisions of the Kildare County

Development Plan 2023-2029, it is considered that, subject to compliance with

the conditions set out below, the proposed development would not seriously

injure or have an unacceptable visual impact on the landscape, would not

seriously injure the residential amenities of the area or of property in the

vicinity, would not have any significant effects on the environment, and would

not have any likely significant effects on any European Site. The proposed

development would, therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area.

Appropriate Assessment Screening

Having regards to the scale and nature of the proposed works within the

administrative boundary of Kildare County Council, and the conclusions of the

Natura Impact Assessment completed for the overall project, the substantive

works of which are within the administrative boundary of Carlow County

Council, the Board agreed with the screening assessment and conclusion

carried out in the Inspector’s Report that the potential for significant effects on

European Sites, in particular the River Barrow and River Nore Special Area of

Conservation (Site Code 002162) arising from the proposed development can

be excluded without further assessment and therefore Stage 2 Appropriate

Assessment is not required to be undertaken.
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Conditions

1 The proposed development shall be carried out and completed in

accordance with the plans and particulars lodged with the application,

except as may otherwise be required in order to comply with the

following conditions. Where such conditions require details to be agreed

with the planning authority, the developer shall agree such details in

writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of

development and the proposed development shall be carried out and

completed in accordance with the agreed particulars.

Reason: in the interest of clarity.

2 An updated Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)

shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority

prior to commencement of development. The CEMP shall include, but

not be limited to, hours of construction, construction phase controls for

waste management, protection of soils, groundwaters and surface

waters, site housekeeping, emergency response planning, site

environmental policy, and project roles and responsibilities.

Reason: in the interest of environmental protection .

3. A detailed construction traffic management plan shall be submitted to,

and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to commencement

of development. The plan shall include details of arrangements for

routes for construction traffic and parking during the construction phase.

Reason: in the interest of traffic safety and convenience.
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4. (a) The developer shall engage a suitably qualified licenses

archaeologist to monitor all site clearance works, topsoil stripping

or groundworks associated with the proposed development. The

use of appropriate machinery to ensure the preservation and

recording of any surviving archaeological remains shall be

necessary.

(b) Should archaeological remains be identified during the course of

archaeological monitoring, all works shall cease in the area of

archaeological interest pending a decision of the planning authority,

in consultation with the Department of Housing, Local Government

and Heritage, regarding appropriate mitigation which may include

preservation in-situ or archaeological excavation.

(C) The developer shall facilitate the archaeologist in recording any

remains Identified. Any further archaeological mitigation

requirements specified by the planning authority, following

consultation with the Department of Housing, Local Government

and Heritage, shall be complied with by the developer.

(d) Following the completion of all archaeological work on site and any

necessary post excavation specialist analysis, the planning

authority and the Department of Housing, Local Government and

Heritage shall be furnished with a final archaeological report

describing the results of the monitoring and any subsequent

required archaeological investigative work/excavation required. All

resulting and associated archaeological costs shall be borne by the

developer.

(e) The updated Construction Environmental Management Plan

(CEMP) shall include the location of any and all archaeological or

cultural heritage constraints relevant to the proposed development
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as described in the Archaeological Impact Assessment. The

CEMP shall clearly describe all identified likely archaeological

impacts, both direct and indirect, and all mitigation measures to be

employed to protect the archaeological or cultural heritage

environment during all phases of site preparation and construction

activity.

Reason: To ensure the continued preservation, either in-situ or by

record, of places, caves, sites, features or other objects of

archaeological interest.

5. Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall prepare a

Resource Waste Management Plan (RWMP) as set out in the

Environmental Protection Agency’s Best Practice Guidelines for the

Preparation of Resource and Waste Management Plans for Construction

and Demolition Projects (2021), including demonstration of proposals to

adhere to best practice and protocols. The RWMP shall include specific

proposals as to how the RWMP will be measured and monitored for

effectiveness; these details shall be placed on file and retained as part of

the public record. The RWMP shall be submitted to the planning

authority for written agreement prior to commencement of development.

All records (including for waste and all resources) pursuant to the agreed

RWMP shall be made available for inspection at the site office at all

times.

Reason: in the interest of sustainable waste management.
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6. The developer shall pay to the planning authority a financial contribution in

respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the

area of the planning authority that is provided or intended to be provided

by or on behalf of the authority in accordance with the terms of the

Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the

Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. The contribution shall

be paid prior to commencement of development or in such phased

payments as the planning authority may facilitate and shall be subject to

any applicable indexation provisions of the Scheme at the time of

payment. Details of the application of the terms of the Scheme shall be

agreed between the planning authority and the developer or, in default of

such agreement, the matter shall be referred to An Bord Pleanala to

determine the proper application of the terms of the Scheme.

Reason: it is a requirement of the Planning and Development Act 2000,

as amended, that a condition requiring a contribution in accordance with

the Development Contribution Scheme made under section 48 of the Act

be applied to the permission.
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Member of An Bord
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duly authorised to au
the seal of the Board.

Dated this at day of 2025.
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