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Board Order

ABP-321599-25

Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2022

Planning Authority: Laois County Council

Planning Register Reference Number: 24/60593

Appeal by Solus Developments Limited of Ballyroan, Portlaoise, County Laois

against the decision made on the 2nd day of December, 2024 by Laois County

Council to grant subject to conditions a permission to EirGrid care of RPS of

West Pier Business Campus, Dun Laoghaire, County Dublin in accordance

with plans and particulars lodged with the said Council:

Proposed Development: Refurbish existing 43 number electricity

transmission towers. The total area to which the application relates is circa 37

hectares. The development will consist of refurbishment works to the OHL.

Refurbishment works will vary from each of the existing 43 number existing

electricity transmission towers and will comprise: (i) replacement

(“restringing”) of the existing overhead line conductor wires with a higher

capacity conductor; (ii) installation of a new fibre communication connection

between existing wooden intermediate poleset (IMP) 118 to existing angle

mast (AM) 145; (iii) strengthening of four number existing AMs and associated

foundations; (iv) replacement of 26 of the 37 number existing IMPs with

similar structures, except for existing IMP105 to be upgraded to AM (AM105).

Replacements will be in situ or if required, immediately adjacent, and height
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will range from circa 0 metres to 2.7 metres higher, with no change in height in

19 number existing IMPs and a maximal increase of circa 2.7 metres at

existing IMP127; (v) replacement of one number AM (AM 145) with a Line

Cable Interface Mast (LCIM) and removal of one number AM (AM146); (vi)

replacement of crossarms at 12 number existing IMPs; (vii) replacement of

insulating and ancillary hardware at structures; (viii) all associated site

development works along the overhead line including vegetation clearance

and management, disassembly and reassembly of gate posts/piers and

removal and reinstatement of existing fencing, painting, installation of

identification and information labels/notices, and ancillary works within the

existing Portlaoise substation, necessary to facilitate the refurbishment works

of the overhead line; and, (ix) other temporary associated and ancillary site

development works required for the proposed refurbishment works including

the provision of a construction compound located at either Kylekiproe or

Esker, access routes, silt traps, silt fences, stone tracks, ground protection

mats, infrastructure crossing support systems (e.g., guard poles and goal

posts) and temporary watercourse crossings. Where required, an aerial

catenary stringing system (ACSS) will be used to facilitate stringing operations

over major obstacles (e.g., national roads, rivers, etc.). The planning

application will be accompanied by a Natura Impact Statement; all located

along a circa 7.3 km section (length) of the Coolnabacky – Portlaoise 1 10 kV

overhead line (OHL) crossing the following townlands:- Meelick, Money

Upper, Rathleague, Hophall, Ballymooney, Money Lower, Dysart, Lamberton

Demesne, Derry, Clonminam, Powelstown, Kylekiproe and Cappoley, and

Esker, County Laois.

Decision

GRANT permission for the above proposed development in accordance

with the said plans and particulars based on the reasons and

considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below.
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Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to:-

(a) the nature, scale and extent of the proposed development,

(b) the characteristics of the entirety of the site and of the surrounding

area ,

(C) national, regional and local policy support, in particular:

(i) the National Planning Framework (Project Ireland 2040),

(ii) the Policy Statement on the Security of Electricity Supply issued

by the Department of the Environment, Climate and

Communications in November, 2021,

(iii) the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and

Midland Region 2019-2031,

(iv) the Laois County Development Plan 2021-2027, and

(v) the Portlaoise Local Area Plan 2024-2030,

(d) the likelihood for consequences on the environment and the proper

planning and sustainable development of the area in which it is proposed

to carry out the proposed development and the likely significant effects

of the proposed development on European Sites, and given

(e) that the Board has performed its functions in a manner consistent with

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, as

amended ,
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it is considered that the proposed development, subject to compliance with the

conditions set out below, would comply with the provisions of the Laois County

Development Plan 2021-2027, in particular with DM Standard NREI and the

Portlaoise Local Area Plan 2024-2030, would not have an unacceptable impact

on the landscape and the visual amenities of the area, would not have

significant adverse impacts on the environment, and would not seriously injure

the amenities of property in the vicinity. The proposed development would

contribute to the resilience of the overall energy supply network. The proposed

development would not adversely affect the River Barrow and River Nore

Special Area of Conservation (site code: 002162) or any other European Site.

Accordingly, the proposed development would, therefore, be in accordance with

the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Appropriate Assessment Screening

The Board completed an Appropriate Assessment Screening exercise in

relation to the potential effects of the proposed development on European Sites,

taking into account the nature, scale and location of the proposed development,

the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report submitted with the application

and the Inspector’s report and submissions on file. In completing the screening

exercise, the Board adopted the report of the Inspector and concluded that, by

itself or in combination with other development in the vicinity, the proposed

development has the potential to have a significant effect on the River Barrow

and River Nore Special Area of Conservation (site code: 002162), and that a

Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment (and submission of a Natura impact

statement) is, therefore, required.
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Appropriate Assessment

Following an examination, analysis and evaluation of the Natura impact

statement submitted with the application, including required mitigation and all

associated documentation submitted, it is considered that adverse effects on

the River Barrow and River Nore Special area of Conservation (site code:

002162) can be excluded in view of this site’s conservation objectives and that

no reasonable scientific doubt remains as to the absence of such effects.

Conditions

1 The development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with

the plans and particulars lodged with the application, except as may

otherwise be required in order to comply with the following conditIons.

Where such conditions require details to be agreed with the planning

authority, the developer shall agree such details in writing with the

planning authority prior to commencement of development and the

development shall be carried out and completed in accordance with the

agreed particulars.

Reason: in the interest of clarity.

2 The mitigation measures contained in the submitted Natura Impact

Statement (NIS) shall be implemented in full, to the written approval of

the planning authority.

Reason: To protect the integrity of European Sites.
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3. (a) All mitigation measures in relation to archaeology and cultural

heritage as set out in Appendix C of the Planning and

Environmental Considerations Report (RPS Group Limited dated

September 2024) shall be implemented in full, except as may

otherwise be required in order to comply with the conditions of this

Order

(b) A project archaeologist shall be appointed to oversee and advise

on all aspects of the scheme from design, through inception to

completion.

(i) The project archaeologist shall liaise with the National

Monuments Service and the planning authority to agree in

advance an overall strategy for archaeological works to be

carried out both in advance of and in parallel with

construction of the development.

(ii) This shall include the location, extent and method of

demarcation for any Exclusion Zones around the external-

most elements of vulnerable Heritage Assets that are to be

preserved in situ (as identified in Appendix C of the

Planning and Environmental Considerations Report).

(iii) This shall include the location and extent of any other

protective measures such as ground protection matting

that will be employed to protect vulnerable Heritage Assets

(as identified in Appendix C of the Planning and

Environmental Considerations Report) or potential sub-

surface archaeological deposits.

d
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(C) The developer shall engage a suitably qualified archaeologist to

monitor (licensed under the National Monuments Acts) all site

clearance works, topsoil stripping, groundworks and the

implementation of agreed preservation in-situ measures

associated with the development:

(i) the use of appropriate machinery to ensure the
preservation and recording of any surviving archaeological

remains shall be necessary,

(ii) should archaeological remains be identified during the

course of archaeological monitoring, all works shall cease

in the area of archaeological interest pending a decision of

the planning authority, in consultation with the National

Monuments Service, regarding appropriate mitigation,

which may include preservation in-situ or full

archaeological excavation, and

(iii) the developer shall facilitate the archaeologist in recording

any remains identified.

Any further archaeological mitigation requirements specified by

the planning authority, following consultation with the National

Monuments Service of the Department, shall be complied with by

the developer.
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(d) The Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall

include the location of any and all archaeological or cultural

heritage constraints relevant to the proposed development as set

out in Appendix C of the Planning and Environmental

Considerations Report (RPS Group Limited dated September

2024) and by any subsequent archaeological investigations

associated with the project. The CEMP shall clearly describe all

identified likely archaeological impacts, both direct and indirect,

and all mitigation measures to be employed to protect the

archaeological or cultural heritage environment during all phases

of site preparation and construction activity.

(e) The planning authority and the National Monuments Service of

the Department shall be furnished with a final archaeological

report describing the results of all archaeological monitoring and

any archaeological investigative work/excavation required,

following the completion of all archaeological work on site and any

necessary post-excavation specialist analysis. All resulting and

associated archaeological costs shall be borne by the developer.

Reason: To ensure the continued preservation (either in situ or by

record) of places, caves, sites, features or other objects of

archaeological interest.

4. A Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) shall be

submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to

the commencement of development. The CEMP shall include but not be

limited to construction phase controls for dust, noise and vibration, waste

management, protection of soils, groundwaters, and surface waters, site

housekeeping, emergency response planning, site environmental policy,

and project roles and responsibilities.

Reason: in the interest of environmental protection .

h

T

Page 8 p+ 9
J

ABP-321599-25 An Bord Pleanala



5. The site development and construction works shall be carried out in such

a manner as to ensure that the adjoinIng roads are kept clear of debris,

soil and other material

Reason: in the interest of traffic safety and convenience.

TBmFamG
Member of An Bord Pleanala

duly authorised to authenticate
the seal of the Board.
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cd& rDated this 2025.
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