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Commission Order

ABP-322172-25

Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2022

Planning Authority: Waterford City and County Council

Planning Register Reference Number: 24/60286

Appeal by Neill Doocey of Curtiswood, Ballymacarbry, Clonmel, County

Waterford against the decision made on the 5th day of March, 2025 by

Waterford City and County Council to grant subject to conditions a permission

to Fourmilewater GAA Club care of Ailtiri Architects of Anglesea House,

Anglesea Street, Clonmel, County Tipperary in accordance with plans and

particulars lodged with the said Council.

Proposed development: Levelling and relocation of existing playing field and

training pitch, installation of hurling wall and a perimeter walking track together

with perimeter fencing and low-level lighting, ground works for the future

floodlighting of all pitches, solar panels to existing dressing rooms and all

associated ancillary site works, all at Fourmilewater GAA club, Ballymacarbry,

Ballymacarbry, County Waterford .

Decision

GRANT permission for the above proposed development in accordance

with the said plans and particulars based on the reasons and

considerations under and subject to the conditions set out below.
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Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to the provisions of the Waterford City and County

Development Plan 2022-2028, within which the site is zoned Rural Village,

and Objective D09 which states that the site shall be reserved for open space

purposes, the planning history of the site and its established use for sport and

recreational purposes, and given the nature, extent and design of the

proposed development, it is considered that, subject to compliance with the

conditions set out below, that the proposed development would provide

valuable sports facilities for the community, would be acceptable in terms of

surface water drainage and road and traffic safety, and would be in keeping

with the established character of the area. The proposed development would,

therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area.

Appropriate Assessment: Stage 1 :

The Commission agreed with the screening assessment and conclusion

carried out in the Inspector’s Report that the Lower River Suir Special Area of

Conservation (Site Code: 002137) is the only European Site in respect of

which the proposed development has the potential to have a significant effect

in view of the Conservation Objectives for the site and that Stage 2

Appropriate Assessment is, therefore, required.
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Appropriate Assessment: Stage 2:

The Commission considered the Natura Impact Statement, and all the other

relevant submissions on file, and carried out an Appropriate Assessment of

the implications of the proposed development on the Lower River Suir Special

Area of Conservation (Site Code: 002137) in view of the site’s Conservation

Objectives. The Commission considered that the information before it was

sufficient to undertake a complete assessment of all aspects of the proposed

development in relatIon to the site’s Conservation Objectives using the best

scientific knowledge in the field. In completing the assessment, the

Commission considered, in particular, the following:

(i)

(ii)

(II1)

the site-specific Conservation Objectives for the European Site,

the likely direct and indirect impacts arising from the proposed

development, both individually or in combination with other plans or

projects, and

the mitigation measures which are included as part of the current

proposal.

In completing the Appropriate Assessment, the Commission accepted and

adopted the Appropriate Assessment carried out in the Inspector’s Report in

respect of the potential effects of the proposed development on the

aforementioned European Site.

In overall conclusion, the Commission was satisfied that the proposed

development would not adversely affect the integrity of the European Site in

view of the site’s Conservation Objectives and that there is no reasonable

scientific doubt as to the absence of such effects.
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Conditions

1 The proposed development shall be carried out and completed in

accordance with the plans and particulars lodged with the application,

except as may otherwise be required in order to comply with the

following conditions. Where such conditions require details to be agreed

with the planning authority, the developer shall agree such details in

writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of

development and the proposed development shall be carried out and

completed in accordance with the agreed particulars.

Reason: in the interest of clarity.

2. The mitigation measures contained in the submitted Natura Impact

Statement shall be implemented in full.

Reason: To protect the integrity of European Sites.

3 The proposed development shall be amended as follows:

(a) The proposed flood lighting shall be omitted.

(b) Safe and secure bicycle parking spaces shall be provided within

the site. Details of the layout and marking demarcation of these

spaces shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the

planning authority prior to commencement of development.

Revised drawings showing compliance with these requirements shall be

submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority prior to

commencement of development.

Reason: in the interest of the proper planning and sustainable

development of the area.
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4. Site development and building works shall be carried out only between

the hours of 0700 to 1900 Mondays to Fridays, inclusive, between 0800

to 1400 hours on Saturdays and not at all on Sundays or public holidays.

Deviation from these times shall only be allowed in exceptional

circumstances where prior written approval has been received from the

planning authority.

Reason: in order to safeguard the residential amenities of property in

the vicinity.

5. Water supply and drainage arrangements, including the attenuation and

disposal of surface water, shall comply with the requirements of the

planning authority for such works and services.

Reason: in the interest of public health.
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6. PrIor to cornrnencernent ot development, the developer shall submIt a

detailed Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) for the

written agreement of the planning authority. The CEMP shall

incorporate details for the following: collection and disposal of

construction waste, surface water run-off from the site, on-site road

construction, and environmental management measures during

construction, including noise control, dust and vibration control and

monitoring of such measures. A record of daily checks that the

construction works are being undertaken in accordance with the CEMP

shall be kept at the construction site office for inspection by the planning

authority. The agreed CEMP shall be implemented in full in the carrying

out of the proposed development.

Reason: in the interest of environmental protection.

mr lghan

Planning Commissioner of An Coimisian

Pleanala duly authorised to authenticate

the seal of the Commission.

D,t,d thi, t 8+ d,y ,f J,,b 2025.
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