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Commission Order

ACP-3241 63-26

Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Planning Authority: Galway County Council

Application for approval under section 182A(1) of the Planning and Development

Act 2000, as amended, in accordance with plans and particulars, lodged with An

CoimisiOn Pleanala on the 27th day of March 2026 by Ballydonagh Solar Limited care

of Neo Environmental Limited of 83-85 Bridge Street, Ballymena, County Antrim.

Proposed development: The proposed development is for a ten-year permission

that comprises the following:

• A1 10 kilovolt Air Insulated loop in/ loop out electricity substation (11,300

square metres) consisting of EirGrid control building (25 metres by 18 metres),

customer control building (23.1 metres by 10.8 metres), 110 kilovolt bay

arrangement, busbar infrastructure foundations, transformer, lightening masts,

telecoms pole, CCTV, lighting columns, capacitor bank, reactor bank, harmonic

filter, rural supply kiosk, house transformer, neutral earth resistor, resistor,

stand by generator, compound roads, drainage, parking and hardstanding,

palisade fence and gates.

The grid connection will consist of the removal of circa 248 metres of the

existing overhead line and poles from Ennis- Agannygal-Shannonbridge 1 10

kilovolt circuit and the erection of two number new towers (16 metres height)

and circa 975 metres of double 1 10 kilovolt underground circuit and tracks into

the proposed substation.

•
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• Remaining associated infrastructure consists of entrance; perimeter fencing,

access tracks (1907 metres) (upgraded and localised widening) with water

crossings; temporary construction compound; deposition areas (circa 4300

cubic metres) and all associated and ancillary site development, excavation,

construction, landscaping and reinstatement works and the provision of site

drainage.

All located within the townland of Ballydonagh, Kiltomer, County Galway

Decision

APPROVE the proposed development under section 182A of the Planning and

Development Act, 2000, as amended, for the following reasons and

considerations and subject to the conditions set out below, and

DETERMINE under section 182B of the Planning and Development Act, 2000,

as amended, the sum to be paid by the undertaker in respect of costs

associated with the application, as set out in the Schedule of Costs below.

Reasons and Considerations

The Commission made its decision consistent with:

Section 15(1) of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015, as

amended by Section 17 of the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development

(Amendment) Act 2021, and the requirement to, in so far as practicable,

perform its functions in a manner consistent with Climate Action Plan 2024 and

Climate Action Plan 2025 and the national long term climate action strategy,

national adaptation framework and approved sectoral adaptation plans set out

in those Plans and in furtherance of the objective of mitigating greenhouse gas

emissions and adapting to the effects of climate change in the State.
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The Commission also had regard to the following in coming to its decisions:

(a) European legislation, including of particular relevance:

•

•

The relevant provisions of EU Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by

Directive 2014/52/EU (EIA Directive) on the assessment of the effects of

certain public and private projects on the environment,

Directive 92/43/EEC (Habitats Directive) and Directive 79/409/EEC as

amended by 2009/147/EC (Birds Directives) which set the requirements

for Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora

throughout the European Union, and

• Directive 2023/2413/EU (Red III Directive) as regards the promotion of

energy from renewable sources,

(b) national planning and related policy, including:

National Development Plan 2021-2030, and review in 2025,

Project Ireland 2040 National Planning Framework, as revised April 2025,

National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023-2030;

Water Action Plan 2024: A River Basin Management Plan for Ireland;

Government Policy Statement on the Strategic Importance of

Transmission and Other Energy Infrastructure, July 2012

regional level policy, including:

•

•

•

•

•

(C)

• Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Northern and Western

Region 2020 – 2032,

(d) local planning policy, including:

• Galway County Development Plan, 2022-2028,

(e) the nature, scale, extent and design of the proposed development as set out in

the planning application and the characteristics and pattern of development and

the character of the landscape of the area and immediate area and in the

vicinity ,

(D the entirety of the documentation submitted by the applicant in support of the

proposed development, including the Natura Impact Statement, the range of

mitigation and monitoring measures proposed in the Natura Impact Staterneqt,
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Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Ecological Impact Assessment,

Archaeological and Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment, Construction

Traffic Management Plan, Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan

and Acoustic Impact Assessment,

(g) the likely consequences for the environment and the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area in which it is proposed to carry out the

proposed development and the likely significant effects of the proposed

development on European Sites, and

(h) the examination, analysis and evaluation undertaken in relation to planning and

sustainable development, appropriate assessment and, water framework

directive assessment in the Inspector’s report and recommendation of the

Inspector.

Appropriate Assessment: Stage 1 :

The Commission completed an Appropriate Assessment screening exercise in

relation to the potential effects of the proposed development on European Sites,

taking into account the nature, scale and location of the proposed development, the

Appropriate Assessment Screening Report submitted with the application and the

Inspector’s report.

The Commission agreed with the screening assessment and conclusion carried out

in the Inspector’s report that the River Suck Callows Special Protection Area (Site

Code: 004097), Middle Shannon Callows Special Protection Area (Site Code:

004096), River Little Brosna Callows Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004086),

and River Shannon Callows Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 000216) are

the only European Sites in respect of which the proposed development has the

potential to have a significant effect in view of the conservation objectives for the

sites and that Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is, therefore, required.
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Appropriate Assessment: Stage 2:

The Commission considered the Natura Impact Statement and associated

documentation submitted with the application, the mitigation measures contained

therein and the Inspector’s report.

The Commission completed an Appropriate Assessment of the implications of the

proposed development for the River Suck Callows Special Protection Area (Site

Code: 004097), Middle Shannon Callows Special Protection Area (Site Code:

004096), River Little Brosna Callows Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004086),

and River Shannon Callows Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 000216), in

view of the conservation objectives of the sites.

The Commission considered that the information before it was adequate to allow the

carrying out of an Appropriate Assessment. In completing the Appropriate

Assessment, the Commission considered, in particular, the following:

(i) the likely direct and indirect impacts arising from the proposed development

either individually or in combination with other plans or projects,

(ii) the mitigation measures which are included as part of the current proposal,
and

(Iii) the conservation objectives for the European Sites.

In completing the Appropriate Assessment, the Commission accepted and adopted

the Appropriate Assessment carried out in the Inspector’s report in respect of the

potential effects of the proposed development on the aforementioned European

Sites, having regard to the conservation objectives of the sites.

In overall conclusion, the Commission was satisfied that the proposed development,

either by itself or in combination with other plans or projects, would not adversely

affect the integrity of the River Suck Callows Special Protection Area (Site Code:

004097), Middle Shannon Callows Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004096),

River Little Brosna Callows Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004086), and River

Shannon Callows Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 000216), in view of the

conservation objectives of the sites.

ACP-324163-26 An CoimisiCln Pleanala Page 5

L/



Proper Planning and Sustainable Development

It is considered that, subject to compliance with the conditions set out below, the

proposed development would be in accordance with the Climate Action and Low

Carbon Development Act 2015 (as amended), Climate Action Plan 2024 and Climate

Action Plan 2025, National Biodiversity Action Plan 2023-2020, the National

Planning Framework (as revised), the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy of the

Northern and Western Region 2020-2032 and the provisions of the Galway County

Development Plan, 2022-2028.

The proposed development would make a positive contribution to Ireland’s national

strategic policy on renewable energy and its move to a low energy carbon future,

would not seriously injure the residential amenities of the area, would not adversely

affect population and human health, natural heritage, biodiversity or, cultural heritage

tourism, would not have an unduly adverse impact on the landscape, and would be

acceptable in terms of traffic safety. The proposed development would, therefore, be

in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

CONDITIONS

1. The proposed development shall be carried out and completed in accordance

with the plans and particulars lodged with the application, except as may

otherwise be required in order to comply with the following conditions. Where

such conditions require details to be agreed with the planning authority, the

undertaker shall agree such details in writing with the planning authority prior to

the commencement of development and the proposed development shall be

carried out and completed in accordance with the agreed particulars.

Reason: in the interest of clarity.

2. The period during which the development hereby permitted may be carried out

shall be ten years from the date of this Order.

Reason: Having regard to the nature and extent of the proposed development,

the Commission considered it appropriate to specify a period of validity of this

permission in excess of five years.
,\
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3. The mitigation measures contained in the submitted Natura Impact Statement

(NIS), shall be implemented.

Reason: To protect the integrity of European Sites.

4. The undertaker shall ensure that all construction methods and environmental

mitigation measures set out in the planning documents submitted (inter alia

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. Ecological Impact Assessment,

Archaeological and Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment, Construction

Traffic Management Plan, Outline Construction Environmental Management

Plan and Acoustic Impact Assessment) are implemented in full in conjunction

with the timelines therein, except as may be otherwise required in order to

comply with the conditions of this Order.

Reason: To protect the environment.

5. The construction of the proposed development shall be managed in

accordance with a final Construction and Environmental Management Plan,

which shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority

prior to commencement of development

Reason: in the interest of environmental protection and residential amenity.

6. The undertaker shall facilitate the archaeological appraisal of the site and shall

provide for the preservation, recording and protection of archaeological

materials or features which may exist within the site. In this regard , the

undertaker shall:

(a) employ a suitably-qualified archaeologist prior to the commencement of

development. The archaeologist shall assess and monitor all preparatory

works and all site development works

investigate areas of archaeological potential by means of geophysical

survey and, depending on the findings, carry out test excavations if

deemed necessary following consultation with the National Monuments

Services,

(b)
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(C) notify the planning authority in writing at least four weeks prior to the

commencement of any site operation relating to the proposed

development, and

submit a report to the planning authority, containing the results of the

archaeological investigations and assessment. In default of agreement on

any of these requirements, the matter shall be referred to An CoimisiOn

Pleanala for determination.

Reason: in order to conserve the archaeological heritage of the area and to

secure the preservation in-situ or by record and protection of any

archaeological remains that may exist within the site.

(d)

7. During the operational phase of the substation, the noise level arising from the

development, as measured at the nearest noise sensitive location shall not

exceed :

(i) An LeqT, value of 55 dB(A) during the period 0800 to 2200 hours from

Monday to Saturday inclusive. [The T value shall be one hour]

(ii) An Leq,15 min value of 45 dB(A) at any other time. [The T value shall be

15 minutes]. The noise at such time shall not contain a tonal component.

At no time shall the noise generated on site result in an increase in noise level

of more than 10 dB(A) above background levels at the boundary of the site. All

sound measurement shall be carried out in accordance with ISO

Recommendation 1996:2007: Acoustics - Description and Measurement of

Environmental Noise.

Prior to the commencement of development, the undertaker shall agree with

the planning authority a protocol for the monitoring of noise from electrical

apparatus within the sites. This protocol shall include provision for the shielding

or removal of any such apparatus in the event of the exceedance of agreed

noise limits as perceived at identified receptors.

Reason: To protect the amenities of property in the vicinity of the site.

W
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8. The undertaker shall comply with the following requirements:

(a) No additional artificial lighting shall be installed or operated on site unless

authorised by a prior grant of planning permission.

CCTV cameras shall be fixed and angled to face into the site and shall not

be directed towards adjoining property or roads.

All fencing, gates and exposed metalwork shall be dark green in colour.

The roofs of the buildings within the substation compound shall be dark

grey or black and the external walls shall be finished in neutral colours

such as grey or off-white unless otherwise agreed with the planning

authority .

Reason: in the interest of clarity, of visual amenity.

(b)

(C)

9. All road surfaces, culverts, watercourses, verges, and public lands shall be

protected during construction and, in the case of any damage occurring, shall

be reinstated to the satisfaction of the planning authority at the undertaker’s

expense. Prior to commencement of development, a road condition survey

shall be carried out to provide a basis for reinstatement works. Details in this

regard shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with, the planning authority

prior to commencement of development.

Reason: in order to ensure a satisfactory standard of development.

10. The site shall be landscaped, as shown on the submitted Landscape and

Ecology Management Plan. Any plants, trees or hedging which die, are

removed or become seriously damaged or diseased, within a period of five

years from the completion of the development, shall be replaced within the next

planting season with others of similar size and species, unless otherwise

agreed in writing with the planning authority.

Reason: in order to screen the development and assimilate it into the

surrounding rural landscape, in the interest of visual amenity.

a
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Schedule of Costs

In accordance with the provisions of section 182B of the Planning and Development

Act 2000, as amended, the amount due to be reimbursed to the applicant is €81,880

A breakdown of the Commission’s costs is set out in the attached f/Lppejldix 1.
4 /

r/

Planning Commissioner of An pg}(tI

Plean61a duly authorised to auttGg$
the seal of the Commission.

iD a t e d t h i s 7 / ][;y o f Z'

F/

2026

ACP-324163-26 An CoimisiCln Pleanala Page 10 of 10



An
Coimisi(in
Plean61a

Commission Order –
Appendix 1

ACP-3241 63-26

Strategic Infrastructure Development

Costs of determining the Application

Case Number: ACP-324163-26

Proposed Development: 10-year planning permission for 1 10kV air insulated
substation and associated grid connection infrastructure located in townland of
Ballydonagh, Kiltormer, County Galway

Commission Costs
o

Inspector 1 (pre-application consultation) €4,541
Inspector 2 (application) €14,579 €19,120

N/A

€1 9,120
o

Total chargeable costs
Commission Fees

(3)

K)

Application Fee - €100,000
Pre-application Consultation Fee- €1,000

Observer fees paid
Total

Net amount due to be recouped to applica ii

€1 01 ,000

N/A

€1 01 ,000

/Mix”q

Planning Commissiol

Pleanala duly author

IF

U

l[i@lBIM!!BFette
\

a

the seal of the Commission.

D a t e d t h i s / /d a y o f
2026
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