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Na hAchtanna um Plean6il agus Forbairt, 2000, arna leas(I

Planning and Development Acts 2000, as amended

Odaras Pleanala: Comhairle Contae na Gaillimhe

Planning Authority: Galway County Council

Uimhir Thagartha ar an gclar Pleanala: 2561838

Planning Register Reference Number: 2561838

ACHOMHARC 6 NBI Infrastructure Designated Activity Company (National

Broadband Ireland) in aghaidh an chinnidh a rinne Comhairle Contae na

Gaillimhe an 120 la de mhi Feabhra 2026 cead a dhiCllt0 don fhorbairt

bheartaithe.

Forbairt Bheartaithe: is 6 a bheidh i gceist leis an bhforbairt struchtClr

teileachumarsaide 15 mh6adar a chur suas lena dtac6far le ceithre mhias

glactha, caibin6ad d6bha ar bhunsraith choincr6ite, faI pailise a mbeidh geata

rochtana aige, plionta coincr6ite, bailchrioch talCln cumaisc cloiche baine,

agus na hoibreacha forbartha coimhdeacha go 16ir. Ta an fhorbairt ag teastail

chun na sonrai leathanbhanda a iompar 6n lionra leathanbhanda snaithin

ardluais nua ar an oilean chuig an m6rthir tri nasc raidi6 chun nascadh le

lionra naisionta snaithin NBI mar chuid de phlean naisiOnta leathanbhanda an

rialtais chun leathanbhanda ardluais a sholathar do gach cuid den tir nach

bhfuil ar fail ar bhonn trachtala, lena n-airitear na hoileain, ar an luas c6anna

sonrai. Ullmhaiodh Raiteas Tionchair Natura agus cuireadh isteach 6 chun
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tac0 leis an iarratas pleanala seo. Beidh an fhorbairt ar fad suite ar thailte i

Sraidbhaile an Chaisleain, Inis Oirr, Contae na Gaillimhe.

Cinneadh

Cead a DHl0LT0 don fhorbairt bheartaithe thuas i gcomhr6ir leis na

caiseanna agus na cClinsi ata leagtha amach thios.

C6iseanna agus CClinsi

1 Ceanglaitear le Cusp6ir Beartais 1 (Oidhreacht Nadortha agus

Bith6ags01acht Laithrean, Gnath6g agus Speiceas Ainmnithe) de

Phlean Forbartha Chontae na Gaillimhe 2022-2028 go gcosn6far slaine

Laithrean Eorpach, agus ceanglaitear le Cusp6ir Beartais NHB 3

(Cosaint Laithrean Eorpach) nach gcead6far aon tionscadail is cClis le

tionchair shuntasacha ar laithreain Eorpacha a eascr6idh as a dt6gail

ta10n, as a riachtanais acmhainni, n6 as aon 6ifeachtai eile.

Ag f6achaint do shuiomh an laithreain, mar aon le talamh tadhlach,

laistigh de Limist6ar Caomhantais Speisialta Inis Oirr (001275),

meastar go mbeadh an fhorbairt bheartaithe ina cOis le caillteanas

direach Fraochmhanna Tirime Eorpacha [4030] agus F6arthailte tirime

leathnadclrtha agus fais6ise scrobarnai ar ghnath6ga foshraitheanna

cailcreacha (Festuco-Brometalia) ('’laithreain thabhachtacha magairlini)

[6210], ata ar aireamh in larscribhinn I a ghabhann le Treoir an Aontais

Eorpaigh um Ghnath6ga, 1992.
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D’ainneoin an mh6id thuas, agus ag f6achaint do na bearta beartaithe

maidir le trasghluaiseacht agus feabhs0 gnath6g ata leagtha amach sa
Raiteas Tionchair Natura chun cOiteamh a dh6anamh i leith caillteanas

gnath6ige, do laithrean sainaitheanta cOitimh/faighteora ar a bhf6adfai

an ghnath6g thrasghluaiste a lonn0 a bheith in easnamh, do Phlean

Bainistiochta Gnath6ige chun an ghnath6g thrasghluaiste a bhainisti0

go h6ifeachtach a bheith in easnamh, agus do mheasOn0 ar 6ifeachtai
in 6ineacht chun tionchair charnacha fh6ideartha a d’fh6adfadh duI i

bhfeidhm ar an ngnath6g thrasghluaiste a shainaithint a bheith in

easnamh, ni deimhin leis an gCoimisiCln, ar bhonn na n-aighneachtai a

rinneadh i ndail leis an iarratas pleanala agus leis an achomharc, gur

solathraiodh faisn6is leordh6thanach maidir le tionchar na forbartha

beartaithe laistigh den ghnath6g ata san larscribhinn agus maidir leis

na himpleachtai iarmhartacha don fhiadhCllra.

Da bhri sin, ni f6idir leis an gCoimisiOn a fhail amach, mar a

cheanglaitear le Rialachan 27(3) de Rialachain na gComhphobal

Eorpach (Gnath6ga Nadortha), 1997, nach nd6anfaidh an fhorbairt

bheartaithe dochar do shlaine Laithreain Eorpaigh agus meastar go

mbeadh an fhorbairt bheartaithe contrartha do Chusp6ir Beartais NHB

1 agus Cusp6ir Beartais NHB 3 de Phlean Forbartha Chontae na

Gaillimhe 2022-2028 agus, da bhri sin, go mbeadh si contrartha do

phleanail chui agus forbairt inchothaithe an limist6ir.
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2. Ceanglaitear le Cusp6ir Beartais ICT 4 (Comhlonn0 aer6g) de Phlean

Forbartha Chontae na Gaillimhe 2022-2028 go nd6anfar struchtOir

tacaiochta aer6g agus laithreain a chomhlonn0 i gcas gurb ind6anta,

agus go gcuirfidh oibritheoiri fianaise dhoicim6adach isteach maidir le

neamh-ind6antacht na rogha sin i dtograi le haghaidh struchtOir nua.

Ceanglaitear le Cusp6ir Beartais ICT 5 (Suiomh agus Dearadh an

Bhonneagair Teileachumarsaide) an dea-chleachtas maidir le suiomh

agus le dearadh araon ar mhaithe le taitneamhacht amhairc, agus

ceanglaitear le Caighdean DM 42 freisin ar iarratas6iri ar shaoraidi nua

an Chomhairle a shasamh go bhfuil iarracht r6asClnach d6anta acu

saoraidi a chomhroinnt n6 saoraidi a lonn0 i mbraisli. Ag f6achaint do
struchtClr eile tacaiochta teileachumarsaide a bheith i lathair i

nd10thghaireacht don laithrean, agus don easpa fianaise

dhoicim6adach lena 16iritear nach bhfuil s6 ind6anta 6 a chomhlonn(I

n6 a bhraisli0, meastar, ar bhonn na n-aighneachtai a rinneadh i ndail

leis an iarratas agus leis an achomharc, go bhfuil deiseanna f6ideartha

ann le haghaidh comhlonn0 n6 braisli0 sa limist6ar. Da r6ir sin, bheadh

an fhorbairt bheartaithe ina cOis le leathadh neamhriachtanach

struchtClr comhchosOil, rud a bheadh contrartha do na Treoirlinte

d’Udarais Phleanala a bhaineann le hAer6ga Teileachumarsaide agus

StruchtClir Thacaiochta, arna n-eisiClint ag an Roinn Comhshaoil agus

Rialtais AitiOil i mi 10il 1996, agus do Phlean Forbartha Chontae na

Gaillimhe 2022-2028.

Mheas an CoimisiOn go bhfuil an fhorbairt bheartaithe ina tionscadal
chun criocha na Treorach maidir le MeasClnacht Tionchair

Timpeallachta. Thainig an CoimisiCln ar an gconclClid, afach, nach

dtagann an fhorbairt bheartaithe faoi aon aicme forbartha ata leagtha

amach i gCuid 1 n6 i gCuid 2 de Sceideal 5 a ghabhann leis na

Rialachain um Pleanail agus Forbairt, 2001, arna leas0, agus, da bhri

sin, ni cheanglaitear aon r6amhscrOd0, aon scagadh le haghaidh

measanacht tionchair timpeallachta, na aon mheasOnacht tionchair

timpeallachta .
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APPEAL by NBI Infrastructure Designated Activity Company (National

Broadband Ireland) against the decision made on the 12th day of February

2026 by Galway County Council to refuse permission for the proposed

development.

Proposed Development: The development will consist of the erection of a

15-metre telecommunications structure supporting four number receiving

dishes, dual bay cabinet on concrete foundation, palisade fence with access

gate, concrete plinth, white stone compound ground finish and all ancillary

development works. The development is required to carry the broadband data

from the new high speed fibre broadband network on the island to the

mainland by radio link to connect to the NBI national fibre network as part of

the government’s national broadband plan to provide high speed broadband

to all parts of the country that are not available commercially, including the

islands, at the same data speed. A Natura Impact Statement (NIS) has been

prepared and submitted in support of this planning application. All on Lands

at Castle Village, Inis Oirr (Inisheer) Island, County Galway.

Decision

REFUSE permission for the above proposed development in accordance

with the reasons and considerations set out below.

D-
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Reasons and Considerations

1 Policy Objective 1 (Natural Heritage and Biodiversity of Designated

Sites, Habitats and Species) of the Galway County Development Plan

2022 - 2028 requires the protection of the integrity of European Sites,

while Policy Objective NHB 3 (Protection of European Sites) requires

that no projects giving rise to significant impacts on European sites

arising from their land take, resource requirements or from any other

effects shall be permitted.

Having regard to the location of the site, together with adjoining land,

within Inisheer Special Area of Conservation (001275), it is considered

that the proposed development would result in the direct loss of

European Dry Heaths [4030] and Semi-natural dry grasslands and

scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia)

(*important orchid sites) [6210] habitat, which are included on Annex I

of the European Union Habitats Directive of 1992.

Notwithstanding the above, and having regard to proposed habitat

translocation and enhancement measures set out in the Natura Impact

Statement to compensate from habitat loss as well as the absence of

an identified compensation/recipient site on which to locate the

translocated habitat, the absence of a Habitat Management Plan to

effectively manage the translocated habitat and the absence of an

assessment of in-combination effects to identify potential cumulative

impacts which may affect the translocated habitat, the Commission is

not satisfied, on the basis of the submissions made in connection with

the planning application and the appeal, that adequate information has

been provided on the impact of the proposed development within the

Annexed habitat and the resulting implications for wildlife.

T&
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The Commission, therefore, is unable to ascertain, as required by

Regulation 27(3) of the European Communities (Natural Habitats)

Regulations, 1997, that the proposed development will not adversely

affect the integrity of a European Site and it is considered that the

proposed development would contravene Policy Objective NHB 1 and

Policy Objective NHB 3 of the Galway County Development Plan 2022

- 2028 and would, therefore, be contrary to the proper planning and

sustainable development of the area.

2. Policy Objective ICT 4 (Co-location of antennae) of the Galway County

Development Plan 2022 - 2028 requires co-location of antennae

support structures and sites where feasible, and for operators to submit

documentary evidence as to the non-feasibility of this option in

proposals for new structures. Policy Objective ICT 5 (Siting and Design

of Telecommunications Infrastructure) requires best practice in both

siting and design in the interest of visual amenity while DM Standard 42

also requires applicants for new facilities to satisfy the Council that they

have made a reasonable effort to share facilities or to locate facilities in

clusters. Having regard to the presence of another telecommunications

support structure in close proximity to the site, and the lack of

documentary evidence demonstrating its non-feasibility for co-location

or clustering, it is considered that, on the basis of the submissions

made in connection with the application and appeal, possible

opportunities for co-location or clustering exist in the area. Accordingly,

the proposed development would lead to an unnecessary proliferation

of similar structures, which would be contrary to the Guidelines for

Planning Authorities relating to Telecommunications Antennae and

Support Structures, issued by the Department of the Environment and

Local Government in July 1996, as well as the Galway County

Development Plan 2022 - 2028.

lil
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The Commission considered that the proposed development is a

project for the purposes of the Environmental Impact Assessment

Directive. However, the Commission concluded that the proposed

development does not fall within a class of development set out in Part

1 or Part 2 of Schedule 5 to the Planning and Development

Regulations 2001, as amended , and, therefore, no preliminary

examination, screening for environmental impact assessment, or

environmental impact assessment is required.

a

Declan Mob

Coimisin6ir Pleanala den
ChoimisiCln Pleanala ata
adaraithe go cui chun s6ala
an ChoimisiCln a
fh iordheimhnia

Planning Commissioner
of An CoimisiCln

Pleanala duly authorised
to authenticate the seal
of the Commission.

Arna dhato an th&b la seo de \ C;, t 2026.
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