An
Coimisitn Commission Order

Pleanala PL-501217-LH-26

Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended
Planning Authority: Louth County Council

Planning Register Reference Number: 2660070

Appeal by Andrew Mooney against the decision made on the 27" day of

March, 2026 by Louth County Council to refuse permission.

Proposed Development: Retention of existing single storey dwellinghouse
as laid out and constructed. Permission for upgrading specification to roof
covering and external wall finishes. Installation of new wastewater treatment
system, stormwater drainage system, and all associated site development

works, all at Begrath, Monasterboice, County Louth.

Decision

REFUSE permission for the above development for the reasons and

considerations set out below.
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Reasons and Considerations

1. Having regard to the siting and backland nature of the development
proposed to be retained and upgraded, together with the cumulative
impact of existing dwellings in the immediate vicinity, it is considered that
the development proposed to be retained and proposed development
would be contrary to the provisions of Section 13.9.4 (Site Selection) and
Section 13.9.6 (Backland Development) of the Louth County
Development Plan 2021-2027 which states, among other things, that if
there is an existing proliferation of one-off houses, the local landscape
may be at a point where any further development would completely
erode the rural character of the area, and that development located to
the rear of established buildings, which introduce a piecemeal form of
backland development, will not generally be favoured. Furthermore, it is
considered, notwithstanding the proposed upgrades, the design of the
dwellinghouse would not be reflective of a traditional rural dwelling form
and would not be in accordance with the requirements of Section 13.9.8
(House Design — New Build) and Section 13.9.9 (Design, Detailing and
Material Finishes) of the development plan, and would be contrary to
Policy Objectives HOU 44 and HOU 49. The development proposed to
be retained and proposed development would, therefore, be contrary to

the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

2. It has not been adequately demonstrated that the development proposed
to be retained and proposed development would comply with the EPA
Code of Practice Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems (Population
Equivalent £10) (2021). The development proposed to be retained and
proposed development would be contrary to Policy Objective U 18 of
the Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027, would be prejudicial to

public health, and would, therefore, be contrary to the proper planning
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and sustainable development of the area.




In deciding not to include the second reason for refusal, as recommended by
the Commission's Inspector (minimum sightline visibility standards and traffic
safety), the Commission considered that the issues raised in the Inspector's
report and recommendation regarding minimum sightline visibility standards
might have been addressed by condition and/or the submission of details for
the written agreement of the planning authority, or a request for the
submission of additional information, in the absence of the other substantive

reasons for refusal as set out above.
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Liam McGreé L LA
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Planning Commissioner of An Coimididn

Pleanala duly authorised to authenticate

the seal of the Commission.

Dated this (5™ dayof MOGUST 2026,
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