An Bord Pleanéla

NA hACHTANNA UM PLEANAIL AGUS FORBAIRT 2000 GO 2015
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000 TO 2015

Contae Dhun na nGall
Donegal County

Uimhir Thagartha an Bhoird Phleanéla: 05.VM0010
An Bord Pleanéala Reference Number: 05.VM0010

(Uimhir Thagartha an larratais a bhaineann leis 05.VA0003)
(Associated Application Reference Number 05.VA0003)

IARRATAS a fuair An Bord Pleanala ar an 19 Deireadh Fomhair, 2015 6 ESB
Networks Ltd agus 0 EirGrid plc faoi charam ESB International, Cuirt Stiabhna, 18-
21 Faiche Stiabhna, Baile Atha Cliath faoi alt 146B faoi Acht um Pleanail agus
Forbairt, 2000, arna leasu, mar gheall ar fhorbairt bonneagair straitéisigh a
thuairiscitear mar an Tionscadal Kilovolt 110 Dhan na nGall, Contae Dhun na
nGall.

REQUEST received by An Bord Pleanala on the 19™ day of October, 2015 from
ESB Networks Ltd and EirGrid plc care of ESB International, Stephen Court, 18-21
St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin under section 146B of the Planning and Development
Act, 2000, as amended, in respect of a strategic infrastructure development
described as the Donegal 110 Kilovolt Project, County Donegal.

AN LEASU ATA BEARTAITHE: T4 na tri hathri seo mar chuid den leasu:

. Staisiin Lascachain a bhi ceadaithe cheana féin a athlonni 6 Thaobh
Breac go dti suiomh nua ag Droim an Locha.

o Ceithre chualille sa bhreis a thégail (177, 178, 179, 180) agus ceann eile ag
an deireadh (181) a thégail ar an line 110 kilovolt idir Ard na gCeapairi agus
Taobh Breac agus dha chuaille uillinne sa bhreis (130a, 130b) ar an line
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110 kilovolt idir An Bhinn Bhan agus Leitir Ceanainn rud a éascaionn
staisiun lascachain nua a thogail. Is ga le tri cinn de chuailli uillinne
shealadacha a thégail (T1, T2, T3) le linn na tégala le haghaidh an line idir
An Bhinn Bhan agus Leitir Ceanainn a atreorl toisc nach bhfuil sé
ceadaithe obair faoi line ata beo. Baintear na struchtuir seo chomh luath is
a mbeidh an obair criochnaithe.

o Mionathruithe a dheanamh ar lathair na structar (27, 29, 82, 117, 160, 166,
169, 172, 176) ar an line 110 kilovolt idir Ard na gCeapairi agus Taobh
Breac ata ceadaithe. Beidh na hathruithe seo ar an ailinii céanna agus ni
athréfar an chonair bhealaigh.

PROPOSED ALTERATION: The proposed alteration comprises three elements
as follows:

o Relocation of the previously approved switching station located at
Tievebrack to a new site at Drumnalough.

o Construction of four number additional polesets (177, 178, 179, 180) and
one number end mast (181) on the Ardnagappary to Tievebrack 110 kilovolt
line and two number additional angle masts (130a, 130b) on the Binbane to
Letterkenny 110 kilovolt line to facilitate the new switching station location.
Three number temporary angle masts are also required (T1, T2, T3) during
construction to divert the live Binbane to Letterkenny 110 kilovolt line as it is
not permitted to work under a live line. These structures will be removed
once construction is completed.

o Minor movements of structures (27, 29, 82, 117, 160, 166, 169, 172, 176)
on the approved Ardnagappary to Tievebrack 110 kilovolt line route. These
moves will be along the same alignment and will not alter the route corridor.

DE BHRI go bhfuil cinneadh déanta ag an mBord cead, faoi réir coinniollacha a
thabhairt don fhorbairt de réir ordaithe dataithe 27 Deireadh Fomhair, 2009,

AGUS DE BHRI go bhfuil iarratas faighte ag an mBord téarmai na forbartha a
athra, an fhorbairt ata faoi réir an cheadaithe,

AGUS DE BHRI go measann an Bord go mbeadh athrt abhartha i gceist de bharr
na n-athruithe ata beartaithe,

AGUS DE BHRI gur ghair an Bord na foralacha faoi alt 146B(8)(a) faoin Acht um
Pleanail agus Forbairt, 2000, arna leasu, agus chuir an Bord cuireadh chuig an
bpobal aighneachtai a dhéanamh faoin abhar,
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AGUS DE BHRI go ndearnadh measunu ar gach caipéis agus ar gach aighneacht
a bhi ar an gcomhad agus go ndearnadh measunu ar thuarascail an Chigire,
mheas an Bord nar dhécha go mbeadh éifeacht shuntasach ar an gcomhshaol n6
ar aon laithrean Eorpach ag an athru ata beartaithe,

DA BHRI SIN i gcomhréir lena chumhachtai faoi alt 146B(3)(a) den Acht um
Pleanail agus Forbairt, 2000, arna leasu, athraionn an Bord Pleanala an cinneadh
thuasluaite i dtreo is go mbeidh athra i gceist ar an bhforbairt atd ceadaithe de réir
na liniochtai agus na sonrai a bhi curtha faoi bhraid an Bhoird Pleanala in
éineacht leis an iarratas ar an 190 |14 de Dheireadh Fomhair, 2015.

WHEREAS the Board made a decision to approve, subject to conditions, the
development by order dated the 27" day of October, 2009,

AND WHEREAS the Board has received a request to alter the terms of the
development, the subject of the approval,

AND WHEREAS the Board considered that the proposed alteration would result in
a material alteration to the terms of the development, the subject of the approval,

AND WHEREAS the Board invoked the provisions of section 146B(8)(a) of the
Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, to invite submissions or
observations in relation to the matter from members of the public,

AND WHEREAS having considered all of the documents and submissions on file
and the Inspector’s report, the Board considered that the making of the proposed
alteration would not be likely to have significant effects on the environment or on
any European Site,

NOW THEREFORE in accordance with section 146B(3)(b)(i) of the Planning and
Development Act, 2000, as amended, the Board hereby alters the above-
mentioned decision so that the approved development shall be altered in
accordance with the plans and particulars received by the Board on the 19" day of
October, 2015.

NA hABHAIR CURTHA SAN AIREAMH

I ndéanamh a chinnidh, thug an Bord Pleanala aird do na nithe ud a raibh dualgas
air, de bhun na n-Achtanna um Pleanail agus Forbairt agus na Rialachan arna
ndéanamh futhu, aird a thabhairt déibh.
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MATTERS CONSIDERED

In making its decision, the Board had regard to those matters to which, by virtue of
the Planning and Development Acts and Regulations made thereunder, it was
required to have regard.

CUISEANNA AGUS TUISCEANNA

Chun cinneadh a dhéanamh, thug an Bord aird do na nithe seo a leanas:

(@)

(b)

(©)

Ag féachaint do théarmai agus do choinniollacha na forbartha at&
ceadaithe cheana féin, forbairt a bhaineann le line leictreachais lasnairde
110kV agus le staisiun lascachain, 05.VA0003. Is athra abhartha é an t-
athru ata beartaithe,

Is iad na cuiseanna taobh thiar de na hathruithe abhartha ata beartaithe na:

()

(ii)

go rinneadh mionscraduithe deimhnidchain ar an suiomh, san
adireamh ar an suiomh ina bhfuil sé beartaithe Staisiiin Lascachéin
Thaobh Breac a thdégail. Nuair a rinneadh athmheasunu faoin
suiomh de réir na modheolaiochta is deireanai maidir le
meastoéireacht riosca, nds ata glactha ag ESB Idirnaisiinta 6 2008,
cuireadh an suiomh le haghaidh Staisiin Lascachain Thaobh Breac
a thégail i gcatagoéir ina bhfuil riosca suntasach ag baint leis.
Rinneadh € sin mar gheall ar dhoimhneacht na moéna ata ar an
suiomh, chomh maith le staid na talin, ina theannta leis an gcor
chuige is deireanai le haghaidh measunu riosca a dhéanamh ar
chobhsaiocht mhéna; mar gheall ar na rudai sin, doimhneacht na
mona ata deimhnithe, topagrafaiocht an tsuimh agus nadur na ména
is léir go bhfuil seans go dtarl6dh éagobhsaiocht méadaithe anois; is
€ an phriomh-imni na go dtarlodh sciorradh ména le linn né i ndiaidh
thégdil na forbartha agus go mbeadh truaillit i gceist da bharr sin ar
chéras Abhainn Shrath Chaisil, acmhainn iogair ata fior-
thabhachtach 6 thaobh éiceolaiochta de, agus

glanspas a dhéanamh ionas nach mbeadh aon chur isteach ar na
sruthanna né ar an topagrafaiocht, drochstaid talin a sheachaint
agus de bharr coimhlinte le linte lasnairde eile t& impleachtai ann
maidir leis na hathruithe,

foralacha Phlean Forbartha Contae Dhin na nGall 2012-2018,
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(d) na caipéisi a cuireadh os comhair an Bhoird, san aireamh an raiteas
tionchair Natura, na haighneachtai ar an gcomhad, san aireamh
aighneachtai 6 na comhlachtai forordaithe, agus

(e) tuarascail agus moladh an Chigire.

REASONS AND CONSIDERATIONS
In coming to its decision the Board had regard to the following:

(@) the terms and conditions of the existing approval for the overhead 110
kilovolt electricity line and switching station, 05.VA0003, of which the
proposed alteration is a material alteration,

(b) the reasons for the proposed material alterations:

() that detailed confirmatory site investigations which have been carried
out, including at the approved Tievebrack Switching Station site and re-
evaluation of the site in accordance with updated risk evaluation
methodology adopted by ESB International since 2008, have placed the
Tievebrack Switching Station site in the significant risk category, due to
the depths of peat present at the site, the prevailing ground conditions,
and an updated approach to peat stability site risk assessment; such
that the confirmed peat depths coupled with the topography of the site
and the nature of the peat have indicated increased potential for
instability; with the primary concern being that peat slippage during or
post construction phases could cause contamination of the Stracashel
River system, an ecologically important and sensitive resource, and

(i) that stream clearance, topographic clearance, and avoidance of
adverse ground conditions and of conflict with other overhead lines give
rise to other aspects of the alterations,

(c) the provisions of the Donegal County Development Plan 2012-2018,

(d) the documentation submitted, including the Natura impact statement, and
submissions on file, including submissions from prescribed bodies, and

(e) the report and recommendation of the Inspector.
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Tastail i leith Measunacht Chui

D’aontaigh an Bord leis an scagadh maidir le measunacht chui agus leis na
concluidi ata le fail i dtuarascail an Chigire ina ndeirtear go bhfuil an déchulacht
ann go mbeidh impleachtai suntasacha i gceist do na Laithredin Eorpacha seo a
leanas: Limistéar faoi Chaomhna Speisialta taobh Thiar d’Ard an Réatha / An Mas
(Caod an tSuimh: 000197), Limistéar faoi Chaomhnu Speisialta Phortach Chlochar
na nGabhar agus Phairc Naisiinta Ghleann Bheatha (Co6d an tSuimh: 002047),
Limistéar faoi Chosaint Speisialta Shléibhte Dhoire Bheatha agus Ghleann
Dombhain (Céd an tSuimh: 004039) agus Limistéar faoi Chaomhnu Speisialta Bha
Ghaoth Dobhair agus na n-Oilean (Céd an tSuimh: 001141).

Appropriate Assessment Screening

The Board agreed with the screening assessment and conclusion carried out in
the Inspector’s report that the West of Ardara / Maas Road Special Area of
Conservation (Site Code: 000197), Cloghernagore Bog and Glenveagh National
Park Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 002047), Derryveagh and
Glendowan Mountains Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004039) and
Gweedore Bay and Islands Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 001141) are
European Sites for which there is a likelihood of significant effects.

MeasUnacht Chui

Mheas an Bord nadur, scala agus comhthéacs an athraithe bheartaithe, an raiteas
tionchair Natura, na cdipéisi a cuireadh leis an iarratas, na haighneachtai ar an
gcomhad, na bearta maolaithe ata beartaithe agus tuarascéil an Chigire. Rinne an
Bord measunacht chui ar impleachtai na forbartha atd beartaithe ar na
suiomhanna seo a leanas: Limistéar faoi Chaomhnu Speisialta taobh Thiar d’Ard
an Ratha / An Mas (CAd an tSuimh: 000197), Limistéar faoi Chaomhnu Speisialta
Phortach Chlochar na nGabhar agus Phairc Naisiunta Ghleann Bheatha (C6d an
tSuimh: 002047), Limistéar faoi Chosaint Speisialta Shiéibhte Dhoire Bheatha
agus Ghleann Domhain (Céd an tSuimh: 004039) agus Limistéar faoi Chaomhnu
Speisialta Bha Ghaoth Dobhair agus na n-Oilean (Cod an tSuimh: 001141).
Mheas an Bord nach mbeadh drochthionchar ag an bhforbairt, ina haonar né i
gcomhar le beartais n6 le tionscadail eile, ar aon laithrean Eorpach, ag féachaint
do spriocanna caomhnaithe an tsuimh, agus glacadh le tuarascdil an Chigire i
dtaca leis seo.

Appropriate Assessment
The Board considered the nature, scale and context of the proposed alteration, the

Natura impact statement, the documentation submitted with the request, the
submissions on file, the mitigation measures proposed, and the report of the
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Inspector. The Board undertook an appropriate assessment of the effects of the
proposed development on the West of Ardara / Maas Road Special Area of
Conservation (Site Code: 000197), Cloghernagore Bog and Glenveagh National
Park Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 002047), Derryveagh and
Glendowan Mountains Special Protection Area (Site Code: 004039) and
Gweedore Bay and Islands Special Area of Conservation (Site Code: 001141).
The Board concluded that the proposed development, by itself, or in combination
with other plans or projects, would not be likely to adversely affect the integrity of
these European Sites, in view of the sites’ conservation objectives, and adopted
the report of the Inspector in this respect.

Scagadh maidir le Measunu ar an Tionchar Timpeallachta
Mheas an Bord na himpleachtai a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann de bharr na forbartha
ata beartaithe don timpeallacht. Ag déanamh a chinnidh chuir an Bord na rudai

seo a leanas san aireamh:

(@) Doiciméad um scagadh measunu ar an tionchar timpeallachta a cuireadh
leis an iarratas,

(b) Na haighneachtai ar an gcomhad, agus,

(c) tuarascail an Chigire.

Ta an Bord sasta nach dbéigh go mbeadh aon éifeacht shuntasach ag an athra ata
beartaithe ar an timpeallacht. Da bhri sin, mheas an Bord nach raibh aon gha
raiteas tionchair timpeallachta a dhéanamh.

Environmental Impact Assessment Screening

The Board considered the potential environmental impacts that might arise due to
the proposed alteration. In making its decision the Board took into account:

(@) the environmental impact assessment screening document received with
the request,

(b)  the submissions on file, and
(c) the Inspector’s report.
The Board is satisfied that the proposed alteration would not be likely to have

significant effects on the environment. The Board, therefore, concluded that the
preparation of an environmental impact statement is not required.
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Concluid mar gheall ar Phleanéil Chui agus ar Fhorbairt Inbhuanaithe

Mheas an Bord nach mbeadh éifeacht shuntasach ag an athra ata beartaithe ar an
tirdhreach n6é ar oidhreacht seandalaiochta né ar oidhreacht chultartha an
cheantair, agus nach mbeadh aon impleacht shuntasach ar oidhreacht nadurtha
na haite n6 ar aon laithrean Eorpach no ar aon speiceas faoi chosaint, go mbeadh
an fhorbairt inghlactha maidir le sabhailteacht trachta agus maidir le haisitlacht
d’usaideoiri béithre. D& bhri sin, bheadh an t-athra atd beartaithe ar aon dul le
pleanail chui agus le forbairt inchothaithe an limistéir

Conclusion on Proper Planning and Sustainable Development

The Board concluded that the proposed alteration would not have a significant
effect on the landscape or upon the archaeological or cultural heritage of the area,
would not give rise to any significant impact on the natural heritage of the area or
affect the integrity of any European site or any protected species, and would be
acceptable in terms of traffic safety and convenience of road users. The proposed
alteration would, therefore, be in accordance with the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area.

Ball den Bhord Pleanala a bhfuil
Gdaras aige/aici séala an Bhoird
a fhiordheimhniu.

Déataithe ar an |4 seo de 2016.
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