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1.0 Site Location and Description

1.1.

T2

1.3.

1.4.

The subject site is St. Mary's GAA club and playing pitch located in the heart of
Saggart village, Co. Dublin.

The club is accessed via Pairc Mhuire housing estate. The access and the carpark
area associated with the GAA club are positioned along the western site boundary

The club house is to the north of the site. The subject location of the
telecommunications structure is along the southern site boundary adj , ).
sac of houses (6No. houses), Coldwater akes . -

along its eastern axis.

Adjacent to the subject location of the telecommunicg

netting poles.

néw20metre high structure carrying
ﬂoodlights, in addition there will be ground level

menj subject to 6No. conditions relating to lighting, aviation safety, co-
, Noise and reinstatement of site.

' Planning Reports

. The proposals consist of additional floodlighting which is in keeping with the
zoning
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3.2.2.

3.3.

3.4.

. The proposal is for mobile voice and data coverage, to provide Three with
enough overlap in the area

. There were no existing base stations in the area identified. The applicant has
provided details of all telecommunication structures within 2Km and why these
are not suitable, based on these findings sufficient information has been
provided in terms of site selection feasibility.

. EHO has no objection from health grounds, in additional Clrcular

matters.
° The proposal is visually acceptable given the backdro .
. No negative impact to residential amenities

Other Technical Reports
Environmental Health Office: No objections
Roads Department: No objections

Roads: No objections

Prescribed Bodies

Department of Defencg?Nok

veRooking primary school

ealth concerns

No stamen with compliance with international guidance

o Zoning of land

. Alternative sites
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4.0

2.0

a.1.

Planning History

No relevant planning history.

Policy Context

Development Plan

South Dublin Co.Co. :-

The subject site is zoned ‘OS’ — To preserve and provide open spaee S
AN

recreational amenities.

Itis the policy of the Council to promote and facilitat
a high quality ICT network throughout the County.in

throughout the county subject to high
landscapes and visual amenity, 4

IE4 Objective 4: To discourages
County and promote angkfag

pport Structures (1196) and Circular Letter 07/12 issued by the
G (as may be amended) and to other publications and materials as may

_/be relevant in the circumstances

On a map, the location of all existing telecommunications structures within a
2Km radius of the proposed site, stating why it is not feasible to share existing
facilities
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5.2

. Degree to which the proposal will impact on the amenities of occupiers of
nearby properties or the amenities of the area

» The significance of the proposed development as part of the
telecommunications network

Govermment Paolicy

planning authorities, <
Section 4.3 of the Guidelines states with respect to Visual '-’"’
Some masts will remain quite noticeable in spite of the he St

"~
considerations may need to be taken into accoyrit: g ‘\_{

that for most of the time vie
while the mast may be vigi

he site is not located in or close to any European sites.
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5.3. EIA Screening

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence
of any significant environmental sensitivity in the vicinity, the absence of any
connectivity to any sensitive location, there is no real likelihood of significant effects
on the environment arising from the proposed development. The need for
environmental impact assessment can, therefore, be excluded at preji

examination and a screening determination is not required.
6.0 The Appeal

6.1. Grounds of Appeal
6.1.1 The Following are the third-party appellants on this p
grounds of appeal collectively in order to avoid % 3
(i) Pairc Mhuire Residents

(i) Saggart, Parents Association of St.

. Co-location Opportunities

pemission are too loose, who are the third party
in®ss? Itis of huge concern that 5G will be installed on

n of St. Mary’s GFC and the main driving force behind the planning
h behalf of the club is also a member of the senior management of Irish

Proximity to local schools

There was no mention of St. Mary’s primary school (700 children) on the site maps.
The proposed mast should not be in close proximity to the mast. The mast may omit
noise and this will impact on children in the ASD classes. The masts are located
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alongside the playing courts. The EU Resolution states masts should not be placed
beside schools. ltis dangerously close to the school, and if it became structurally
damaged it could impact on the school and playgrounds.

Pt =l
P

The mast will be an eyesore and visuaily obtrusive taking away from the
heritage ethos of Saggart. The setting of the GAA pitches and club is
beautiful , with the church, the school and the mountains, and the ma%
negatively impact on such a beautiful setting. .

considered in a highly populated area.
The land is zoned recreationai and not commercial.

Health implications

ntnes have banned 5G due to health implications, and this might
raded to 5G

™ Yowns and villages should be a last resort, and alternative sites need further

" consideration.

Communities have not been able to meet to discuss this mast due to Covid
restrictions
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6.2. Applicant Response

The following is a summary of the applicant’s response on appeal:-
o Structure Requirement

The proposed structure is required to provide Three Ireland with 2G voice, 3G and
4G data services for Saggart viliage. The most proximate are on roof tops The

. Development Plan Requirements and Policy

Setting out all masts within a 2km radius is not helpful, the area isé

Dublin City Centre, whereby the area is too large, and the c

zoned industrial lands that can receive the subject structure
wWithingihe tafget coverage area. The most proximate high structure is 1.5km at the
Rathchole Garda Station..

1 ms of the school, the applicant accepts the proximity to the school, but it is
y'ocated at the most southerly point away from the entrance to the school.

. Health and Safety Aspects

Planning authorities do not have the competence adjudicate on health issues
associated with telecommunications masts. There are tennis, soccer, GAA and
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6.3.

7.0

other community sports grounds that host masts and cater for all ages across the

community.
. The applicant is satisfied with the grant of permission and the conditions
attached.

Planning Authority Response

There is no further comment from the planning authority to the appeal. : !

Assessment

I have read the contents of the file, and had particular rega ,&t thé
authority’s decision, the grounds of appeal, and the sub a
by the applicant. | have visited the site, and | consid

assessment of the appeal are as follows:

. Compliance with Development

. Consideration of Alternati

Residéntial Amenities
"-- fitis a bunlt-up urban area of Saggart wllage on the eastern

The proposed structure is a 20metre monopole structure, which is to replace an
existing 16metre monopole floodlight. The drawings describe it as a monopole,
however, | would consider the proposal to be a robust structure containing a
multitude of antennas, cluster poles and new flood lighting, which appears as bulky
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equipment at the top of the tower. it is to be positioned alongside a new two storey
national school at the south-eastern extremity of the GAA grounds. There are
floodlights in close proximity to the proposed location and these are 16medtres in
height, in additional to tail netting poles behind the goal posts along the southern site
boundary. There is also a backdrop of mature trees bounding the local gold club
further east from the site. From my site inspection | considered the proposed settlng
rnay appear at first glance to be conducive to the rece;vmg environment gived the!

disconcerting.

s(surrounded
by residential developments and community facilities (Ch Jrer a& Nationa! School)
The proposed structure will be visible from the surro t‘If@g pﬁ‘ipertles along the
perimeter of the GAA grounds and will be hlgbiy wgdble“fmm within the GAA grounds
itself. It will be visible from the adjomlng d %{;}Coldwater Lakes, and Pairc

e i national school and associated
': o i oyt ‘Q'\__:_'B

res on site in terms of the flooding lighting

The GAA grounds is located to the east of Saggart villag .

Mhuire and it will be highly visible fro

play grounds.

onsider the siting of the proposed structure to be

overdll visug . in the context of the site. The existing tall structures are integral
nyphous with the amenity use of the grounds. There is nothing to assist

fing or mitigating against the adverse visual impact of the structure particularly
% |ewed along from the school and the Coldwater Lakes cul de sac.

Y As states, the Board should note the area is an urban area with access to the GAA

grounds via a housing estate along the western site boundary (Pairc Mhuire). [tis
not a sensitive urban location and there are no protected views associated with area.
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7.3

[ would accept telecommunications structures have become part of the urban
landscape, and are seen on certain sports grounds, they are usually erected on
rooftops, alongside garda stations or utility buildings, and not within urban amenity
grounds unless it is parkland with trees to absorb the visual impact.

In conclusion, | do consider the proposed telecommunications structure will have an

L e

adverse impact on the visual amenities of the area because of its conspicuo '

Compliance with Development Plan
Sections 7.4 and Section 11.6 are the relevant gpcti a

& g

3y
The subject site is zoned as Op&space in the current development plan.

Telecommunication structuré@ﬁamder the definition of ‘Public Services’ which are

nde: %yopen space zoning.

‘Open for Con3|deratlo ‘

cy IE4 Objective 3: To permit telecommunications antennae and support
7 infrastructure throughout the county subject to high quality design, the protection of

sensitive landscapes and visual amenity.
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7.4

IE4 Objective 4: To discourage a proliferation of telecommunication masts in the
County and promote and facilitate the sharing of facilities.

On balance and having regard to the state relevant policies, the proposed
telecommunications structure is in line with the development plan policies and

objectives.

Consideration of Alternatives

the Technical Report on the' p & ing &
telecommunication str§ture HE area which the applicant considered are unable

. : verage for Saggart. The applicant has examined co-

high speed data services to the surrounding residential areas and
menities in the Saggart/ Citywest area. The overlap in service created by the
subject site will reduce cell shrinkage that occurs during high customer usage at

peak times.
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s

Upon examination of the applicant’s appeal submission it is stated the applicant
carried out a comprehensive search of the farget area for a base station option in
Saggart. The GAA grounds proved to be the optimum site replacing an existing
floodlight structure against a backdrop of coniferous trees. | am not convinced by
the applicant examined the area thoroughly, and | am not convinced by the report
the subject site was the only location available to them in Saggart to provide the

overlap coverage they require dunng peak times. I note the eastern axis of ag

)

s highly sensitive given its close proximity to a large prln'g‘ry o band associated

playgrounds, and contiguous residential curtitages.

Compliance with National Guidelines A i

the subject site, is iocated in a
e SubJ'ect site is located o BiTE

regard to the nature and scale of development proposed and to the nature of

", /the receiving environment, no appropriate assessment issues arise and it is not
considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a significant effect

individually or in combination with other plans or projects on a European site
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8.0

9.0

Recommendation

I recommend that planning authority's decision to grant planning permission for the
proposed development be overturned by the Board and refused for the following
reason.

Reasons and Considerations

Having regard to:

N

which were issued by the Department of the Environment and [6gal ¢
planning authorities in July, 1996, |

residential properties

(d) the lack of consideratiof =
of existing sites; ik

C R =

Caryn Coogan
Planning Inspector

131 of May 2021
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