TO PLAY OUR PART AS AN INDEPENDENT BODY IN ENSURING THAT PHYSICAL
DEVELOPMENT AND MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN IRELAND RESPECT THE
PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND ARE PLANNED IN AN EFFICIENT, FAIR
AND OPEN MANNER. AR BPAIRT A DHEANAMH MAR CHOMHLACHT NEAMHSPLEACH
LENA CHINNTIU GO BHFUIL MEAS AG FORBAIRT FHISICEACH AGUS AG TIONSCADAIL
BHONNEAGAIR MHORA IN EIRINN AR PHRIONSABAIL FHORBARTHA INCHOTHAITHE

AGUS GO NDEANFAR PLEANAIL | SLi EIFEACHTACH,CHOTHROM AGUS OSCAILTE.
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MISSION STATEMENT

To play our part as an independent body
in ensuring that physical development
and major infrastructure projects in
Ireland respect the principles of
sustainable development and are planned
in an efficient, fair and open manner.

Objectives

The objectives of the Board and our
performance in 2005 in relation to these
objectives are on our website.

The key performance indicators relating

to appeals and cognate functions are
contained in this Report.
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CHAIRPERSON'S STATEMENT

Workload and Performance in 2005

The year 2005 was the busiest ever for An Bord Pleanala.
The record intake of cases, which almost reached the
6,000 mark, was due to a number of factors — the
continuing high demand for housing, the acceleration of
infrastructure programmes, a large increase in employment
and the phasing out of tax based incentives for certain
kinds of development. Notwithstanding a 5% increase in
cases determined, this resulted in a significant rise in the
workload on hands at year end and a fall off in the Board’s
performance in relation to the timeliness of its decision
making.

An overview of the Board’s workload and performance in
2005 can be gauged from the following facts:

O intake of new cases 5,946 — up 13% on 2004.
O cases determined 5,387 — up 5%.

O workload on hands at year end 2,062 — up 37%.
o

18 week statutory objective met in 78% of cases,
compared to 85% in 2004.

O average time to determine cases — 15 weeks,
compared to 14 weeks in 2004.

Other noteworthy features in 2005

O The percentage of local authority planning decisions
appealed to the Board showed a slight increase to
7.4% (from 6.9%™* in 2004).

O The rate of reversal of local planning authority
decisions appealed showed a slight decrease - 30%
in 2005 compared to 32% in 2004. The large
disparity between local authorities in the rate of
reversal, apparent in previous years, continued in
2005.

O Just under half of planning appeals lodged with the
Board came from third parties, a slight decrease on
2004.

O Invalid appeals constituted 17.3% (19.6% in 2004)
of all appeals determined, with late appeals (5.4%),
invalid fee (4.7%) and third party appeals with no
acknowledgement (4.4%) being the main reasons.
The Board took additional measures in 2005 to help
people avoid making invalid appeals.

* An incorrect figure was published in the 2004 Annual Report.
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O There were 139 applications for leave to appeal by
third parties of which 21% succeeded. All appeals
for leave to appeal were decided within the statutory
4 week period.

Current Trends and Outlook

Although the early months of 2006 are showing a slight
drop in the intake of cases, it is still very high by historical
standards. This, together with the high workload on hands
at the start of the year, is putting the Board under severe
pressure in 2006 and performance in relation to its
statutory 18-week timeliness objective has deteriorated
significantly. Apart from work volumes, it is clear that the
increased scale and complexity of projects and the more
demanding legal context in which we operate are factors
which make it more difficult to achieve our strategic target
of determining 90% of cases within the 18-week period. To
end May 2006 the target was achieved in 58% of cases
disposed of. The Board regrets the delays that are occurring
in the determination of appeals.

In response to its increasing workload the Board sought
approval to employ additional staffing resources and on 1st
December, 2005 received approval in principle from the
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government to an additional 24 permanent staff, to be
introduced on a phased basis, which would bring the
authorised staff complement to 160.5. The number of
Board Members remains at 10. The Board has been active
in recruiting additional staff in 2006. As a further measure

O Bhi 139 iarratas ar chead achombhairc ag trit
phéirtithe as a d’éirigh 21% diobh. Rinneadh
cinneadh ar na cead achomhairc go Iéir laistigh den
thréimhse reachtuil de 4 seachtain.

Claontai agus Dearcadh Reatha

Cé go bhfuil na mionna luath de 2006 ag taispeaint titim
beag in iontogail na gcasanna, ta sé an-ard fos de réir
chaighdeain stairitlla. T4 sé seo, in éineacht leis an ualach
oibre ard ar laimh ag tosach na bliana, ag cur an Bord faoi
bhri uafasach i 2006 agus mheath a fheidhmiocht maidir
lena gcuspair trathulachta reachtlil de 18-seachtain go
suntasach. Lasmuigh de lin oibre, t& sé soiléir gur fachtairi
iad an scéala méadaithe agus coimpléascacht na dtionscadal
agus an comhthéacs dleathach nios éilithi ina bhfeidhmimid
a ndéanann nios deacra € duinn ar sprioc straitéiseach de
90% de na casanna a shocru laistigh den thréimhse 18-
seachtain a bhaint amach. Ag deireadh Bealtaine 2006
baineadh an sprioc amach i 58% de na casanna a cuireadh
de laimh. Is oth leis an mBord na moilleanna ata ag tarli
agus cinnti & dhéanamh ar achomhairc.

Mar fhreagra lena ualach oibre ata ag méadu lorg an Bord
formheas d’fhonn breis acmhainni foirne a fhostd agus ar 1
Nollaig, 2005 fuair sé formheas i bprionsabail 6n Aire
Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais AitiGil do 24 foireann
buan breise, le bheith curtha isteach ar bhonn céimithe, a
thabharfaidh lion na foirne Gdaraithe go 160.5. Fanann lion
na mball Boird ag 10. Bhi an gniomhach ag earcu breis
foirne i 2006. Mar bheart breise chun déileail leis an
riardiste de chasanna mhéadaigh an Bord an painéal de
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to deal with the backlog of cases the Board has increased
the panel of fee-per-case consultant planners from 53 to
76. | hope that these additional resources will enable the
Board in the second half of 2006 to arrest the decline in
our timeliness performance and move back towards
achieving our strategic target.

Infrastructure Projects

The Board constantly reviews its system of prioritising major
infrastructure projects (whether planning appeals or local
authority sponsored projects) to ensure that they are as
effective as possible in shortening the timescale for
decisions. In 2005 the Board received 78 and disposed of
77 planning appeals that were classed as major
infrastructure developments, 61% being determined within
18 weeks. Of the 124 local authority sponsored projects
(roads, waste, compulsory purchase, etc.) submitted to the
Board in 2005, 74% were determined within 18 weeks.

The continued high level of demand for housing is reflected
in the very strong trend in the number of appeals relating to
large housing developments. Schemes of 30 or more
housing units are accorded priority status in the Board - in
2005 the volume of these appeals increased by 21%.

In previous Annual Reports, | referred to the potential for
delays in securing final planning clearance for major
infrastructure projects arising from judicial review. Of the 36
High Court judicial review proceedings instituted in 2005, 7
were related to major infrastructure cases. It is obvious that
there is an increasing tendency for those opposed to
projects to use judicial review to seek to overturn or at least
delay projects rather than to address any real defect in the
operation of the statutory procedures by the Board.

The Planning and Development (Strategic
Infrastructure) Bill 2006

The Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Bill
2006, published in February 2006, will reform the consent
process for a wide range of major infrastructure projects. It
will have major significance for the Board both in terms of
the scope of projects coming before it and the discharge of
its mandate in relation to these projects. The Bill provides
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for the setting up of an Infrastructure Division in the Board
to handle proposals from both public and private sectors
relating to transportation, environmental and energy projects
which are considered by the Board to be of national or
regional strategic importance. The Board will become the
consent authority of first instance for these strategic
projects. The procedures to be put in place by the Board to
give effect to the statutory provisions in the Bill will have to
ensure that the requirement to process applications
efficiently and expeditiously is balanced by the need to
facilitate meaningful participation by local communities and
interested statutory and non-governmental organisations.
Interested parties, from whatever angle they are coming,
must feel that their views are taken into account in the final
decision. In accordance with the mandate given to it by the
legislation, the Board is determined that all projects coming
before it will continue to be assessed rigorously, based on
the principles of proper planning and sustainable
development. The Board is acutely aware of the importance
of maintaining public confidence in the way it determines
these strategic projects.

In order to assist project sponsors, interested parties and
local authorities in the effective operation of the new
legislation, the Board will publish guidance including details
of its procedures before the new provisions come into
effect.

Consideration is also being given to the adequacy of the
authorised staffing resources to discharge its new
responsibilities and to the restructuring of the Board’s
internal organisation.

Improving the Organisation

O The Board’s proposals for restructuring and
resourcing arising out of recommendations on the
Organisational Review of the Board’s staffing and
structures were submitted to the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government in April
2004 for approval. Since then these have been the
subject of detailed negotiations with the
Department. However, the implementation of the
recommendations of the consultants who carried out
the Organisational Review has become the subject
of an industrial relations dispute between the Board
and the trade union representing staff. The dispute
has been referred to the Labour Relations

2005



10

Commission and the Labour Court who made an
initial recommendation in February 2006.
Negotiations were resumed with the union on the
basis of the Labour Court’s recommendation.

O The report on the equality initiative (referred to in the
2004 Report) has been accepted by the Board and
is currently being implemented. We are also
participating in the National Disability Authority’s
Excellence Through Access Award scheme.

O The Board operates a policy designed to promote a
workplace which is free from racial or other
discrimination and harassment and which welcomes
diversity in the workplace.

O It is our policy to foster relations with the local inner
city community in which we are located and we have
established contacts with local schools and offer
employment experience to local young people.

O An Appraisal and Development System is in place for
Board Members and all staff within the organisation,
including a Forecasting and Appraisal Scheme for
inspectors.

O The Board has adopted a detailed customer service
action plan, which states clearly the level of service
our customers can expect. An improved system of
dealing with complaints is an important element in
this plan. Information on the level of complaints is
now included in the Annual Report. Some
complaints provide useful feedback for the
organisation.

O The Board and the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government have set up a joint
standing committee to review matters of common
interest, including the quality and consistency of the
Board’s decisions and to provide feedback from the
Board on planning authority decisions.

O The Board welcomes the use of the Irish language
by those doing business with us and encourages and
supports staff to become fluent in the language. The
Board has been requested, under section 11 of the
Official Languages Act 2003, to prepare a draft
Scheme specifying the services it proposes to
provide through Irish. The Board expects to present
the Scheme to the Minister of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs in 2006.
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O An Internal Audit in accordance with the Code of
Practice for the Governance of State Bodies was
carried out for 2005 and the report was approved by
the Internal Audit Committee consisting of three
Board Members. Also, external financial consultants
engaged in 2003 to review financial management
systems within the Board, assisted with the
implementation of revised systems in accordance
with their recommendations.

O The Board’s Progress Reports on the implementation
of the Revised Action Plan, under the Sustaining
Progress National Agreement, were approved by the
Department of Environment, Heritage and Local
Government.

Public Confidence

The Board’s three core principles of independence,
impartiality and openness are embedded in our Mission
Statement and objectives and underpinned by legislation.
We are always mindful that public confidence depends on
the integrity and quality of our decision-making and the
professionalism with which we carry out our functions. There
is a statutory code of conduct for all Board members, staff
and consultants, which places stringent obligations on
members and employees of the Board to declare interests
and conduct themselves generally in a way that reinforces
public confidence. It is the Board’s policy to adopt the most
open approach possible in its relations with the public and
we operate a completely open file system once cases are
determined.

O Rinneadh Iniichadh Inmheanach de réir Cod
Cleachtais don Rialt de Chomhlachtai Stait i gcoir
2005 agus bhi an tuarascail formheasta ag an
gCoiste Inidchta Inmheanach ar a bhfuil tri Bhall den
Bhord. Chomh maith, fostaiodh combhairleoiri
airgeadais seachtracha i 2003 chun athbhreithnit a
dhéanamh ar na cérais bhainistiochta airgeadais
laistigh den Bhord, a bhi cabhraithe le cur i
bhfeidhm na gcoras athbhreithnithe de réir a gcuid
moltai.

O Ta Tuarascalacha Dul Chun Cinn an Bhoird ar chur i
bhfeidhm an Phlean Ghniomhaiochta
Athbhreithnithe, faocin gComhaontt Naisitnta um
Choinneail an Dul Chun Cinn, formheasta ag an
Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtas Aitidil.

Muinin an Phobail

Ta tri chroi-phrionsabail an Bhoird, neamhspleachas,
neamhchlaontacht agus oscailteacht leagtha sios inar
Raiteas Misin agus ar gcuspoiri agus ta siad bun-tacaithe ag
reachtaiocht. Taimid meabhrach i gcénai go mbraitheann
muinin an phobail ar mhacantacht agus ar chaighdean ar
gcinnteoireacht agus an gairmitlacht lena ndéanaimid ar
bhfeidhmeanna. Ta céd iompair reachtuil ann do gach ball
an Bhoird, foireann agus comhairleoiri, a chuireann dualgais
diana ar bhaill agus ar fhostaithe an Bhoird chun aon leas
até acu a chur in idl agus iad féin a iompar go hionddil i sli
a cuireann le muinin an phobail. Is é polasai an Bhoird
glacadh leis an cur chuige is oscailte agus is féidir ina
caidreamh leis an bpobal agus feidhmimid céras comhaid
ata oscailte ina iomlan chomh luath agus até cinnti déanta
ar chasanna.
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As our decisions can relate to major developments, it is only
natural that some of them give rise to public controversy.
However, the Board considers it proper to maintain long
established practice of not engaging in discussion on
individual cases because of the quasi-judicial nature of our
functions and to avoid the risk of prejudicing future cases.

Accounts

Appendix 10 contains the Board’s audited accounts for
2005. A change in the financial accounting system (FRS
17) now requires the Board to include pension scheme
information as an integral part of the accounts and this is
reflected in the accounts. For comparison purposes, the
2004 figures have been restated to reflect FRS 17.

Expenditure increased from the restated figure of
€17,731,540 in 2004 (€14,944,540 stated in the 2004
report) to €18,799,861 in 2005 due mainly to increased
remuneration and operating costs associated with the
increase in intake of cases. In 2005, fee income together
with costs recouped from local authorities on infrastructure
projects was €2,673,237 which represented 14% of the
total costs of the Board’s operations (12% in 2004).

In 2005, income amounted to €18,600,906 (which
includes €3,199,000 to reflect the net additional
superannuation costs arising under FRS 17) leaving a deficit
for the year of €198,955. There was an incoming deficit of
€187,844 which left a cumulative deficit of €11,111. (The
deficit figures are unaffected by FRS 17).

Thanks

| wish to thank the Minister for the Environment, Heritage
and Local Government, Mr Dick Roche, T.D. and officials of
the Department for their support for the Board. | wish to
express my appreciation to the other members of the Board
and staff at all levels for their ongoing commitment and co-
operation and also to the consultants and fee-per-case
inspectors. Thanks are also due to the management and
officials of planning authorities for their co-operation and to
the Board’s legal advisors.

O Lo en

hn O’Connor,
Chairperson
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ALL CASES

Figures 1 to 6 contain key performance indicators in
relation to all casework received and disposed of by the
Board in 2005 and compares with 2004 or ten-year trends.
A breakdown of casework by reference to normal planning
appeals, local authority projects and other cases is provided

in the following tables.

GACH CAS

13

Ta mérthascairi feidhmiochta i bhfigitir 1 go dti 6 maidir le
gach cés a faighte agus curtha de laimh ag an mBord i
2005 agus déantar comparaid le 2004 n6 le claonta ar
feadh tréimhse deich mbliana. Tugtar briseadh sios ar an
gcasobair de réir tagartha do ghnath achombhairc phleanala,
tionscadail Udarais aititla
a leanas.

agus casanna eile sna tablai seo

FIGURE 1: FIGIUR 1:
Summary All Cases Achoimre Gach Cas
Méadu/(laghdd) %
Increase/
2005 2004 (decrease) %
On hands at start Idir lamha ag an tus 1,503 1,353 11%
Received Faighte 5,946 5,261 13%
Disposed of Curtha de laimh 5,387 5,111 5%
On hands at end Idir lamha ag an deireadh 2,062 1,503 37%
Disposed of within Curtha de laimh laistigh den
statutory objective period sprioc thréimhse reachtuil 78% 85%
Average time taken (weeks) Meéan ama a tégadh (seachtaini) 15 14

Main Trends

Received:

Disposed of:

On hands at end:

Disposed of within
statutory objective
period:

Average time taken

Highest level since Board was
established. Second highest was
in 2001. Intake was up 24% on
the annual average over the
period 1996 to 2005.

Second highest level. Disposals
were up 15% on the annual
average over the period 1996 to
2005.

Third highest since 1996.

Fourth highest level since 1996.

Downward trend in preceding
years was arrested due to large
increase in intake of cases.

Priomh-chlaonadh

Faighte:

Curtha de laimh:

Idir lamha ag deireadh:
Curtha de laimh

laistigh den sprioc
thréimhse reachtuil:

Meén am a tégadh:

An leibhéal is airde 6 bhunaiodh
an Bord. 2001 ab ea an dara
ceann is airde. Bhi ard( de 24%
ar an mean bliantdil thar an
tréimhse 6 1996 go dti 2005.

An dara leibhéal is airde. Bhi lion
na gcasanna a cuireadh de laimh
ardaithe 15% ar an mean bliantuil
thar an tréimhse 6 1996 go dti
2005.

Triti leibhéal is airde 6 1996.

An ceathru leibhéil is airde 6
1996.

Cuireadh stop leis an claonadh de
laghdu sna blianta roimhe leis an
méadu mor i lion na gcasanna a
thogail isteach.
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FIGURE 2 FIGIUR 2
Trend in intake, disposal and cases on hands 1996 to 2005 Claonadh i gcasanna a fuarthas,a cuireadh de laimh agus a

bhi idir lamha 1995 go dti 2004

W Intake of Cases @ Cases Disposed of A Cases on Hand
Céasanna Faighte Céasanna Curtha de Laimh Céasanna ar Laimh

6000 5,422 5,261 5,946
5000 , 5367
4000
3000 3737 2.563 2.753
2000 0
1000 1358 1203

0

96 97 ‘98 99 00 ‘01 02 ‘03 ‘04 ‘05

FIGURE 3 FIGIUR 3
Analysis of cases on hands Anailis ar chasanna idir lamha
Laistigh den sprioc Thar an sprioc thréimhse reachtuil Casanna i
thréimhse reachtdil Over statutory objective period nGéilleadh
Within statutory Cases in
objective period Abeyance
<l4weeks| = 14 >18 2 22 > 26 but 230
but <18 but <22 | but <26 <30
Major Infrastructure Appeals Césanna Méra Bhonneagair 11 6 4 2 1 2 -
Local Authority Projects Tionscadail na nUdaras Aitiil 29 9 0 4 0 4 4
All Priority Gach Tosaiocht 150 59 24 21 17 24 -
All Cases (incl. non-priority) Gach Cas (neamh-
thosaiocht san aireamh) 1,213 436 209 103 55 41
1,649 408
2,062
The number of cases on hand over the statutory objective Léirionn lion na gcasanna idir lAmha thar an sprioc
period at end of year represented 20% of all cases on thréimhse reachtuil,ag deireadh na bliana, 20% de gach
hands. cas a bhi idir lamha.
Sprioc thréimhsi reachtdla do chinnti a dhéanamh
Statutory objective periods for determining cases ar chasanna
Provisions in the Planning, Building Control and Water Leag na foralacha ata sna hAchtanna um Pleanail, Riald
Pollution Acts and Regulations made under these Acts set Togala agus Truaillii Uisce agus i Rialachain déanta faoi na
down as an objective of the Board a requirement to ensure hAchtanna mar chuspoir ag an mBord riachtanas chun a
that appeals and certain other matters are determined chinntiti go dtabharfar cinneadh ar achomhairc agus ar
within specified periods of time. In most cases, this is 18 abhair eile laistigh de thréimhsi ama sonracha. Is 18
weeks; 4 months applies to some cases while in others no seachtain ata i gceist i bhformhor na gcasanna, baineann 4
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statutory objective time period applies. It is a strategic
objective of the Board to determine 90% of all cases which
come before it within eighteen weeks/four months
regardless of whether or not a statutory objective period
applies.

FIGURE 4
Percentage of cases determined within statutory objective

period 1996 to 2005

15

mi le roinnt casanna cé i gcasanna eile nil aon sprioc
thréimhse ama reachtuil ann. Is cuspdir straitéiseach é ag
an mBord cinneadh a dhéanamh ar 90% de chasanna a
thagann faoina bhraid laistigh d’ocht seachtain
déag/cheithre mhi, biodh sprioc thréimhse ama reachtuil i
gceist n6 nach mbiodh.

FIGIUR 4
Céatadan de chasanna a chinntiodh laistigh den sprioc
thréimhse reachtuil 1996 go dti 2005
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During 2005, the Board complied with the statutory
requirement that notice in writing be served on the parties
to a case where it would not be possible or appropriate to
determine the case within the statutory objective period. In
22% of those cases, the Board failed to determine the case
before the date specified in such notices. Figure 5 gives
details of the number of weeks it took to decide cases from
1996 to 2005.

Le linn 2005, chldigh an Bord leis an riachtanas reachtuil
go dtabharfai fogra i scribhinn do na pairtithe i gcas ait
nach féidir nd nach bhfuil sé oiriinach cinneadh a
dhéanamh laistigh den sprioc thréimhse reachtuil.Theip ar
an mBord cinneadh a dhéanamh i 22% de chasanna roimh
an data a bhi tugtha ins na fograi sin. Tugann an tébla thios
sonrai faoi lion na seachtain a thog sé cinneadh a
dhéanamh i gcasanna ¢ 1996 go dti 2005.

FIGURE 5 FIGIUR 5
Average time taken to dispose of cases Mean ama a thég sé casanna a chur de laimh
Number of Weeks Lion Seachtain

Bliain Gnéath Achomhairc Phleanéala Tionscadail Udaras Aitiuil Césanna Eile lomlan
Year Normal planning appeals Local Authority Projects Other cases All
1996 15 - - 15
1997 16 - 16 16
1998 18 - 14 18
1999 21 - 16 21
2000 21 - 21 21
2001 25 16 21 25
2002 23 27 20 23
2003 14 20 13 16
2004 14 18 9 14
2005 15 16 10 15
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Oral hearings Eisteachtai Béil
Déantar déileail le hachomharc agus le rudai a cuirtear faoi
bhraid an Bhoird ar bhonn aighneachtai scriofa 6 na
pairtithe i dteannta le scrudd ar an suiomh ag cigire arna
cheapadh ag an mBord. Ta sé de chead ag an mBord,ar a
chomhairle féin go hiomlan éisteacht bhéil a reachtail
maidir lena leithéid de chasanna is cuma ar iarr pairti an
achomharc n6 an ruda a cuireadh faoi bhraid an Bhord no
nar iarr. Caithfidh an Bord éisteacht bhéil a reachtail maidir
le orduithe ceannaithe éigeantacha airithe agus scéimeanna
bothair.

Appeals and referrals are generally dealt with on the basis
of written submissions from the parties together with a
site inspection by an inspector appointed by the Board.
The Board has absolute discretion to hold an oral hearing
of such cases whether or not a hearing is requested by a
party to the appeal or referral. The Board must hold an
oral hearing in relation to contested compulsory purchase
orders and certain road schemes.

FIGURE 6 FIGIUR 6

Oral hearings of all cases Eisteachtai béil maidir le gach cas
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Note: Oral hearings from 2001 include oral hearings of local authority compulsory purchase orders and road schemes. In 2005 the number of oral hearing
requests in relation to normal planning appeals was 80 and the number of hearings held was 12.

Néta:  Ta& éisteachtai béil maidir le horduithe ceannaithe éigeantacha udaras aititil agus scéimeanna bdthair san aireamh in éisteachtai béail 6 2001. | 2005
bhi 80 iarratas ar éisteachtai béil maidir le gnath achomhairc phiranala agus bhi 12 éisteacht tiondlta.

Inspectors’ Reports and Recommendations Moltai agus Tuarascdlacha gCigiri

In 2005, the number of formal decisions made with
Inspectors’ reports were 3,814. The number of
Inspectors’ recommendations not generally accepted by
the Board was 479 (12.6%) compared to 411 (11.9%) in
2004.
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| 2005, rinneadh 3,814 cinneadh foirmiuil le tuarascalacha
na gCigiri. Nior ghlac an Bord go ginearalta le 479 (12.6%)
de mholtai na gCigiri i gcomparaid le 411 (11.9%) i 2004.



NORMAL PLANNING APPEALS

Introduction

Normal planning appeals i.e. under section 37 of the 2000
Planning Act (and under section 26 of the 1963 Planning
Act for old planning cases) accounted for 93% of the intake
of cases in 2005, up 2% on 2004. Normal planning
appeals arise from decisions by planning authorities on
applications for permission for the development of land.

Normal planning appeals may be first party, third party or
first and third party. Appendix 1 analyses the above
categories of appeals and the effect of appeal decisions by
reference to the category of appeal and the planning
authority decision.
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GNATH ACHOMHAIRC PHLEANALA

Réamhra

93% de na casanna go léir a fuarthas i 2005 “,suas 2% ar
2004,” ba ea gnath achomhairc phleanala, sé sin, faoi alt
37 den Acht Pleanala 2000 (agus faoi alt 26 d’Acht
Pleanala 1963 do shean chasanna pleanala). Eascraionn
gnath achomhairc phleanéla as cinnti na n-tdarés pleanéala
ar iarratais ar chead d’fhorbairt taldn.

Is féidir le hachomharc pleanala a bheith 6 chéad phairti,6
threasphairti n6 6 chéad phairti agus 6 threasphairti.
Déanann Aguisin 1 anailis ar chatagdéiri na n-achomharc
thuasluaite agus an éifeacht atd ag na cinnti achomhairc tri
thagairt a dhéanamh don chatag6ir achomhairc agus do
chinneadh an Udarais phleanala.

FIGURE 7 FIGIUR 7
Summary of appeals Achoimre na nAchomharc
Ardd/
(laghdt) %
Increase/
(decrease)
2005 2004 %
On hands at start Idir lamha ag an tus 1,389 1,244 12%
Received Faighte 5,503 4,810 14%
Disposed of Curtha de laimh 4,964 4,665 6%
On hands at end Idir lamha ag deireadh 1,928 1,389 39%
Disposed of within statutory objective period Curtha de laimh laistigh de sprioc thréimhse reachtuil 78% 86%
Average time taken (weeks) Meén ama a tégadh (seachtaini) 15 14 7%

The intake was the highest ever
recorded. The ending of some of
the ‘Urban and Rural Renewal Tax
Incentive Schemes was probably a
major factor in the high rate in the
increase in intake.

Received:

On hands at end: Highest since 2001.

Ba é seo an lion is m6
achomhairc faighte riamh. Is
cosuil go raibh deireadh a chur le
roinnt de na Scéimeanna
Dreasachta Canach Uirbeacha
agus Tuaithe mar phriomhfhachtéir
sa mhéadu ard in achomhairc ag
teacht isteach.

Faighte:

Idir Lamha ag deireagh: Is airde 6 2001.
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FIGURE 8 FIGIUR 8
Analysis of appeals disposed of and analysis of invalid cases Anailis ar achomhairc a cuireadh de laimh agus anailis ar
chasanna neamhbhaili
Appeals Disposed of Achomhairc curtha de laimh 2005 2004
Formally Go foirmealta 3,633 3,289
Otherwise Ar bhealai eile 1,331 1,376
- Invalid All - Neamhbhaili lomlan 859 914
- late - Déanach 270 311
= no acknowledgement - gan admbhail 216 282
= incorrect fee, no fee - téille micheart, gan taille 234 178
= name/address of appellant/agent - ainm/seoladh achomharcdir/gniomhaire 99 108
= grounds/subject - bonn/abhar 20 14
= hours - uaireanta 14 14
= other - eile 6 7
- Appeal withdrawn by appellant - Achomharc aistarraingthe ag an achomharcéir
(section 140(1) of 2000 Act) (alt 140(1)den Acht 2000) 334 326
- Application withdrawn by - larratas aistarraingthe ag an
applicant (section 140(1) of 2000 Act) iarratasoir (alt 140(1)den Acht 2000) 94 77
- Appeal dismissed (section 37(4)(b) of 2000 Act) - Achomharc dife (alt 37(4)(b)den Acht 2000) 1 2
- Appeal dismissed (section 133 of the 2000 Act) - Achomharc dife (alt 133 den Acht 2000) 1 0
- Appeal dismissed (section 138(1)(a)(i) of 2000 Act) - Achomharc dife (alt 138(1)(a)(i))den Acht 2000) 17 30
- Appeal dismissed (section 138(1)(b) of the 2000 Act) - Achomharc dife (alt 138(1)(b)den Acht 2000) 17 18
- Appeal declared withdrawn - Fograiodh gur aistarraingiodh an
(section 140(2) of 2000 Act) achomharc (alt 140(2)den Acht 2000) 2 2
- Application declared withdrawn - Fograiodh gur aistarraingiodh an an
(section 140(2) of 2000 Act) t-iarratas (alt 140(2)den Acht 2000) 5 6
- Otherwise disposed of - Curtha de laimh i sli eile 1 1
Total lomlan 4,964 4,665

Invalid Appeals

Despite measures taken by the Board, the rate of invalid
appeals in 2005 only reduced from 19.6% in 2004 to
17.3% of the total disposed.

Fees: The increase in invalid cases relating to incorrect fee
probably arises from the introduction of revised fees in
February 2005.

Late: The period for making an appeal is four weeks
starting on the day the planning authority make their
decision. The Board’s website has an interactive ready
reckoner designed to assist in calculating the last day for
making an appeal.

No acknowledgement: The stringent requirements of the
2000 Act generally require a third party appellant to include
an acknowledgement from the planning authority of their
submission or observation made at application stage.

Name and address: An appeal must state the name and
address of the appellant and of the person, if any, acting on
his/her behalf.
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Achomhairc Neamhbhaili

D’ainneoin na bearta glachta ag an mBord, nior laghdaigh
rata na n-achomharc neamhbhaili ach 6 19.6% i 2004 go

17.3% i 2005 den iomlan curtha de laimh.

Tailli: Is costil gur tharla an méadu i gcasanna neamhbhaili
maidir le taille mhicheart toisc gur tugadh tailli

athbhreithnithe isteach i mi Feabhra 2005.

Déanach: Is é ceithre seachtain 6n la a dhéanann an t-

Gdarés pleandla a chinneadh, an tréimhse chun achomharc
a dhéanamh. Ta ‘ready reckoner’ idirghniomhach ar
shuiomh idirlin an Bhoird chun cabhrt leat an la dhéanamh
amach chun achomharc a dhéanamh.

Gan admbhail: Ta sé mar riachtanas ag riachtanais dian an
Achta 2000 go hionduil go mbeadh admhail én tdaras
pleandla ar a aighneacht n6 a tuairimi a rinneadh ag an
gcéim iarratais, a bheith curtha san aireamh ag an
achomharcadir treasphairti.

Ainm agus Seoladh: Caithfidh ainm agus seoladh an
achomharcéra n6 an duine, mas ann, até ag feidhmiu ar a
shon.



Appeals by Area

An analysis of planning application decisions, appeals and
appeal decisions for each county and city area is shown in
Appendix 2. Overall, the number of appeals received as a
percentage of planning authority decisions on planning
applications was 7.4%, compared to 6.9%* in 2004.

South Dublin (16.1%), Dublin City (15.8%) and Dun
Laoghaire/Rathdown (15.1%) had the highest levels of
decisions appealed. Areas with the highest rate of appealed
decisions overturned by the Board were Donegal (56.7%),
Mayo (46.5%) and Cavan (42.1%) while those with the
lowest rate of appealed decisions overturned were Offaly
(15.4%), Meath (21.4%) and Kilkenny (22.7%).

* An incorrect figure was published in the 2004 Annual Report.

FIGURE 9
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Achombhairc de réir Ceantair

Taispeanann Aguisin 2 anailis de chinnti ar iarratais
phleandla, achomhairc,agus cinnti ar achomhairc do gach
ceantar chontae agus cathrach. Ar an iomlan, ba é 7.4% an
céatadan achomharc a fuarthas mar chéatadan de chinnti
ar iarratais phleanala na n-udaras pleanala i gcomparaid le
6.9%* i 2004.

Bhi na leibhéil is airde de chinnti ar a rinneadh achomhairc
ag Baile Atha Cliath (16.1%), Cathair Atha Cliath (15.8%)
agus Dun Laoghaire/Rath an Duin (15.1%). Ba iad Dun na
nGall (56.7%), Maigh Eo (46.5%) agus na An Cabhan
(42.1%) na haiteanna leis an rata is airde de chinnti
achomhairc iompaithe ag an mBord, fad ia a bhi an rata is
isle de chinnti achomhairc iompaithe in Uibhi Fhaili
(15.4%), sa Mhi (21.4%) agus i gCill Chainnigh (22.7%).

* figiairi 2004 athbhreithnithe i ndiaidh fhoilsii na tuarascala.

FIGIUR 9

Appeals received, disposed of and on hands 1996 to 2005
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Major Infrastructure Appeals

The number of major infrastructure appeals received during
2005 was 78, the number disposed of was 77, of which
61% were disposed of within the statutory objective period.
The average time taken to dispose of major infrastructure
appeals was 23 weeks. The following are the broad criteria
that are currently applied in deciding whether a planning
appeal should receive major infrastructural status:

O National and/or local/regional projects of exceptional
economic significance,

O Significant employment potential,

O Exceptionally large-scale
industrial/commercial/residential projects including
very large scale mixed projects,

Energy generation and transmission projects,
Significant windfarm projects,

Landfill, waste, waste/water, incinerators,
Mining/major quarrying projects,

Major medical facilities,

Strategic Development Zones.
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Achombhairc um Bhonneagair Mhdra

Fuarthas 78 achomharc um bhonneagar mér le linn 2005,
bhi 77 curtha de laimh, da raibh 61% curtha de laimh
laistigh den sprioc thréimhse reachtuil. Thog é 23 seachtain
ar an mean chun achomhairc um bhonneagair mhoéra a
chur de laimh. Is iad seo a leanas na critéir fhorleathana a
chuirtear i bhfeidhm agus cinneadh & dhéanamh ar cibé ar
choir stadas bonneagair mhoir a thabhairt d’achomharc
pleanala:

O Tionscadail naisitinta agus/né réigitnacha/aititla de
thabhacht eacnamaioch ar leith,
O Cumas fostaiochta suntasach,

O Tionscadail thionsclaiocha/trachtala/chonaithe
morscala eisceachtila lena n-airitear tionscadail
mheasctha ar scala ollmhér,

Tionscadail tarchurtha agus ginitna fuinnimh,
Tionscadail fheirme gaoithe suntasacha,

Lionta taltn, dramhail, dramhuisce, loisceoiri,
Tionscadail mhianadéireachta/chairéalaithe mhéra,

Aiseanna mora leighis,

Limistéir Forbartha Straitéiseacha.



Submission of documents to the Board by
Planning Authorities

In 2005, planning authorities submitted the planning file
and other documents in relation to appeals to the Board
within the statutory period of two weeks in 66% of appeals
(71% in 2004).

Rural Housing

The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government launched the Sustainable Rural Housing
Guidelines on the 13th April 2005. As the guidelines are
issued under section 28 of the Planning and Development
Act 2000 the Board must have regard to them.

An analysis of the outcome of appeals relating to one-off
rural houses is contained in Appendix 6.
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Caipéisi & chur faoi bhraid an Bhoird ag Udarais
Phleanala

| 2005, chuir tdarais phleandla an comhad pleanéla agus
caipéisi eile maidir le hachomhairc, faoi bhraid an Bhoird
laistigh den tréimhse reachtuil de dha sheachtain i gcas
66% de na hachomhairc (71% i 2004).

Tithiocht Tuaithe

Sheol an tAire Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aitidil
na Treoirlinte ar Thithiocht Tuaithe Inchothaithe ar 13U
Aibrean 2005. Toisc go bhfuil na treoirlinte eisithe faoi alt
28 den Acht Pleanéala agus Forbartha 2000 caithfidh an
Bord aird a thabhairt orthu.

Ta anailis ar thoradh na n-achomharc a bhain le tithe
tuaithe aon-uaire le fail in Aguisin 6.
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LOCAL AUTHORITY PROJECTS

The Board is responsible under the Planning Acts for
assessing and determining major local authority
infrastructure projects (including motorways and road
projects) and also local authority proposals for the
compulsory acquisition of land. These cases are submitted
to the Board directly by the sponsoring local authority. The
range of case work involved can generally be grouped under
six categories, viz. Compulsory Acquisitions, Road Projects,
Other Projects requiring environmental impact assessment
(EIA), Sub-threshold EIA cases, Scoping, and Exemption
from EIA requirements.

TIONSCADAIL UDARAS AITIUIL

Ta freagracht ag an mBord faoi Achtanna Pleanala agus
Forbartha 2000 go dti 2004 as meastoireacht agus cinnti a
dhéanamh ar thionscadail mér- infrastuchttir na nUdaras
Aititil (motor-bhealai agus tionscadail bhéthair ina measc)
chomh maith le moltai na nUdaras Aititla le haghaidh
ceannach éigeantach talin.Ta na casanna seo curtha faoi
bhraid an Bhoird go direach ag an Udaras aititil cui.ls féidir
an cés obair até i gceist a rang go hionduil faoi sé
chatagoir viz. Féala Eigeantacha, Tionscadail

Bhdthair, Tionscadail Eile go bhfuil ga le Meastoireacht
Tionchar Timpeallachta (MTT), Casanna MTT fothairsigh,
Scoipeail agus dioltine 6 riachtanais MTT.

FIGURE 10 FIGIUR 10
Summary analysis Achoimre Anailiseach
Ardu/
(Laghda) %
Increase/
2005 2004 (decrease)%
On hands at start Idir lamha ag an tus 58 54 7%
Received Faighte 124 129 (4%)
Disposed of Curtha de laimh 132 125 6%
= formally = foirmidil 84 78 8%
= otherwise = ar bhealai eile 48 47 2%
Disposed of within Curtha de laimh laistigh den
statutory objective period sprioc thréimhse reachtdil
e all = gach cas 74% 73%
= formally decided = Cineadh déanta go foirmidil 61% 58%
Average time taken (weeks) Mean ama togtha (seachtaini)
- all = gach cas 16 18 (11%)
= formally decided = Cineadh déanta go foirmiuil 22 22

FIGURE 11 FIGIUR 11
Nature of decisions An Sért Cinnti
Approved* Ceadaithe*

Le Gan lomlan lomlan
hathraithe athraithe Ceadaithe Dilltaithe* cinnti
Cineal Céis With Without Total Refused* Total
Case type modifications modifications approved decisions
Compulsory Acquisition Féla Eigeantacha 17 18 35 8 43
Road Projects Tionscadail Béithre 12 - 12 1 13
Other local authority projects Tionscadail eile na nUdaras Aitidla 14 3 17 - 17
Total lomlan 43 21 64 9 73

In addition, the Board directed that an EIS not be prepared in 3 EIA sub-threshold cases and be prepared in 6 such cases. It also provided responses in relation to
2 EIA scoping requests. There were 48 informal decisions, i.e. where no objections were received in compulsory acquisition cases.
* The terms “approved” and “refused” are used colloquially. Different terms apply depending on the legislation concerned.

Sa bhreis ar seo d’ordaigh an Bord gan MTT a ullmhd i 5 cas MTT fothairsigh agus go n-ullmhéfai ceann i 4 cés eile mar sin. Chuir sé eolas ar fail i dtaobh iarratas
amhain do scéipeail MTT. Bhi 47 cinnti neamh-fhoirmitla m.sh. ait nar fuarthas aon cur i gcoinne i gcasanna féla éigeantacha.
* Baintear Usdid as na téarmai “ceadaithe” agus “dilltaithe” go comhraiteach. Baineann téarmai éagsula ag braith ar an reachtaiocht cui.
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CASANNA EILE

Other Cases under Planning, Building Control,
Water Pollution and Air Pollution Acts

Apart from normal planning appeals and local authority
projects, other functions have been assigned to the Board
under the Planning Acts; the Building Control Act 1990; the
Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 1977 and 1990;
and the Air Pollution Act 1987. A summary of the various
cases which came before the Board in 2005 is set out in
Figure 12.

Casanna eile faoi Achtanna Pleanala, Rialu
Foirgniochta, Truaillid Uisce agus Truaillid Aeir

Ta feidhmeanna eile tugtha don Bhord seachas gnath
achombhairc phleanala agus tionscadail udaras aitiuil,faoi na
hAchtanna Pleanala; An tAcht um Riald Foirgniochta 1990,
na hAchtanna Rialtais Aititil (Truaillii Uisce) 1977 agus
1990; agus an tAcht um Thruaillii Aeir 1987. T4 achoimre
de na casanna a théinig faoi bhraid an Bhoird i 2005
leagtha amach i bhFigitr 12.
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FIGURE 12 FIGIUR 12
Summary of other cases under Planning, Building Control, Achoimre ar cas eile faoi Phleandil, Rialu Foirgniochta
Water Pollution and Air Pollution Acts Truaillid Uisce agus Truaillia Aeir
Disposed of in Year
Curtha de laimh sa bhliain
On hands Received Sub-total Formally Otherwise On hands
start of year in year decided disposed All end of
year
Idir Lamha Faighte Fo-lomlan Cinnti Curtha de Idir lamha
ag tds na sa bhliain Foirmidla laimh i Gach ag
bliana sli eile deireadh
na bliana
Planning Acts Achtanna Pleanéla
Leave to Appeal Cead Achomharc 4 139 143 96 37 133 10
Referrals Tarchuir 1 26 106 132 58 39 97 35
Determinations * Cinnti * 3 11 4 7
Section 254 Licences Ceadunais Ranndg 254 10
Planning Scheme(SDZ) Scéim Pleanala (SDZ) 1 1 0
Sub Total Fo-lomlan 38 259 297 164 80 244 53
Building Control Act Acht um Riall Foirgniochta
Fire Safety Certificate Teastas Sabhailteachta Tine 9 37 46 22 3 25 21
Relaxation & Teastais Riartha
Dispensation Certificates agus Maolaithe 1 1 0 0 1
Sub Total Fo-lomlan 38 47 22 3 25 22
Water Pollution Acts Achtanna um ThruailliG Uisce
Discharge to water Curtha chuig Uisce 13 15
Discharge to sewers Curtha chuig Séarachas 2 2
Sub Total Fo-lomlan 15 17 3 11
Air Pollution Act Acht um Thruaillia Aer
Air emission Scaoileadh aer 7 7 14 10 1 11 3
Total lomlan 56 319 375 204 87 291 84
233 (80%) of the 291 cases were disposed of within 18 weeks/4 months, as appropriate.
! These cases relate to the 1963 to 1999 Planning Acts.
233 (80%)de na 291 casanna curtha de laimh laistigh de 18 seachtaine/4 mi,mar is cui.
! Baineann roinnt de na cédsanna sin leis na hAchtanna Pleanala 1963 go 1999.
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HUMAN RESOURCES

The Board recognises that its main asset is its staff. The
Board’s authorised staffing complement at the end of
2005, exclusive of Board members, was 146.5. The highest
level of staff employed by the Board was 145.5 in July
2005. The average number of staff employed during 2005
was 134.5 (128 in 2004).

The following staff were employed as at 31 December
2005. The organisational structure is on page 28.

Chief Officer* Paul Mullally
Secretary* Diarmuid Collins
Planning Officer* Tom O’Connor

Deputy Planning
Officers* Ben Cranwell, Des Johnson,
Padraic Thornton, Michael Walsh

Senior Administrative
Officers* Chris Clarke, Gerard Egan, Brid
Hill, Ellen Morrin.

Senior Planning

Inspectors Andrew Boyle, Paul Caprani,
James N. Carroll, Mary Cunneen,
Philip Davis, Jane Dennehy,
Michael Dillon, David Dunne,
Philip Green, Philip Jones, Dermot
Kelly, Kevin Moore, Laurie Mulrine,
Danny O’Connor, Robert Ryan,
Keith Sargeant, Ruairi Somers,
Brendan Wyse, Oznur Yiicel-Finn.

Senior Executive

Officers David Curran, Pierce Dillon,
Michael Donlan, Marcella Doyle,
Tom Gill, Josephine Hayes, Mary
Kelly, Carol Moloney, Myriam
O’Neill, Bernie Redmond.

Planning Inspectors Caryn Coogan, Des Cox, Derek
Daly, Emer Doyle, Breda Gannon,
Pauline Fitzpatrick, Leslie Howard,
Brian Keaney, Suzanne Kehely,
Jenny Kelly, Mary Kennelly,
Mairead Kenny, Kevin Lynch, Pat
Lyons, Conor McGrath, Deirdre
MacGabhann, Stephen O’Sullivan,
Tom Rabbette, Melissa Walsh.

*  Member of Management Committee

2005
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Executive Officers

Administrative
Assistants

Frances Barrett, Miriam Baxter,
Bronwyn Byrne, Muiriosa Cassells,
Patrick Cosgrave, Darren
Coombes, Cora Cunningham,
Frank Dempsey, Kieran Doherty,
Eamonn Dowling, John Duffy, Tom
Egan, Noirin Finnegan, Regina
Fitzgerald, Jane Gilvarry, Mary
Holohan, Grainne Kelly, Shane
Kelly, Violet Kennedy, Anne Killian,
Fergal Kilmurray, Patricia Leggett,
Sinead Mclnerney, Brid McManus,
Nichola McNamee, Aisling
Matthews, Sue Morel, Carmel
Morgan, Helen Murphy, Catherine
Nolan, Mairead Oglesby, Lisa
Quinn, Luke Ryan, Noel Ryan,
Nora Ryan, Kieran Somers, Brid
Tiernan, Mary Tucker, Patricia Wall,
Siobhan White, Gavin White.

Christopher Byrne, Alison Cassidy,
Roslyn Collins, lan Conroy, Anne
Marie Corbett, Rory Creagh,
Stephen Deighan, Rita Donnelly,
Marie Doyle, Gavin Duffy, James
Fagan, Niall Fitzpatrick, Siobhan
Gavin, Seamus Grant, Josephine
Halpin, Anna Howard, Barry
Keegan, Christian Keegan,
Michelle Keenan, Anna Kelsh,
Rita Kiernan, Mary Ledwith,
Leonard Mangan, Mark
Masterson, Susan Moloney,
Wayne Moss, Alan McArdle, Keelin
McCarthy, Yvonne McCormack,
Mary McGrath, Neil Molloy, Treasa
NicRéamoinn, Ted O’Brien,
Carmen O’Carroll, Joe Reilly,

Jim Roe, Maeve Shaw, Dermot
Staunton, Stephen Sutton,
Sinead Sweeney, David Walker,
Eilis Weafer, Colm Walsh, Jenny
Walton.
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Consultants, Advisers and Part-Time Consultant
Inspectors

The Board has the power to engage such consultants and
advisers as it considers necessary for the discharge of its
functions.

During 2005, the Board retained, under section 124 of the
2000 Planning Act, the services of professional consultants
to advise it on specialist matters arising in certain appeals.

In accordance with section 120(2) of the Act, the Board
continued the engagement of part-time consultant
inspectors having regard to the need to comply with the
Board’s statutory time objective of determining cases. Fee-
per-case (FPC) Inspectors, who are all qualified planners,
report on the smaller/less complex planning appeals.
Qualified planners from professional consultancy firms
(PCFs) were also engaged on a limited basis (following an
open tendering process in 2001) to report on larger/more
complex planning appeals.

The Board also engaged part-time consultants (PTCs),
mostly engineers with appropriate experience, to conduct
oral hearings and make reports and recommendations in
relation to local authority infrastructure projects, e.g.
road/motorway schemes, waste etc.

Figure 13 shows the number of reports received from part-
time consultant inspectors in 2005 and 2004. The number
of reports received from these inspectors in 2005
represented 37% of all reports received, (35% in 2004).

Consultants retained by the Board in the foregoing
capacities in 2005, other than FPC Inspectors, are on page
28.

2/

Combhairleoiri, Moltdiri agus Cigiri Comhairleacha
Pdirtaimseartha

Ta cumhacht ag an mBord comhairleoiri agus lucht molta a
ghlacadh mar a mheastar riachtanach le scaoileadh a
fheidhmeanna.

| rith 2005, choimeéad an Bord, faoi alt 124 den Acht
Pleanéla 2000, seirbhisi de chombhairleoiri gairmitla chun
iad a mholadh ar chursai speisialta a ardaionn in
achombhairc airithe.

De réir alt 120(2) den Acht, lean an Bord le cigiri
comhairleacha pairtaimseartha a fhostu i dtreo is go
mbeidis in ann cloi lena sprioc thréimhse ama chun
casanna a réiteach. Tuairiscionn Cigiri Taille-in-aghaidh-
gach-céas (TC), ata mar lucht pleanala céilithe,ar achomhairc
pleandla casta nios IU/nios isle. Bhi lucht pleanala céilithe 6
chomhlachtai comhairleora gairmitla (CCG) fostaithe (i
ndiaidh praisis forthairisceana oscailte i 2001) ar bhonn
pairtaimseartha chun tuairiscid ar achomhairc phleanéala
casta nios mo/ a tuilleadh.

Ghlac an Bord le comhairleoiri pairt-aimseartha (CPT)
chomh maith, innealtoiri le taithi oirilinach, chun éisteacht
béil a chur ar sidl agus tuairisci agus moltai a dhéanamh
maidir le tionscadail bhonneagair na n-tdaras aititil m.sh.
scéimeanna béthair/métar-bhealai, dramhaiola agus araile.

Taispeanann Figitr 13 an lion tuarascélacha faighte 6 chigiri
comhairleora pairt-aimseartha i 2005 agus 2004. Sheas an
lion tuarascalacha faighte 6 na cigiri sin 37% de gach
tuarascail faighte, (35%i 2004).

Ta comhairleoiri coimeadta ag an mBord sna cumais roimhe
seo i 2005, seachas Cigiri TC, ar leathanach 28.

FIGURE 13 FIGIUR 13
Reports received from Part-time Consultant Inspectors Tuairisci faighte 6 Chigiri Comhairleora Pairt-aimseartha
Méadu/
(Laghdt)%
2005 2004 Increase/
(decrease) %
FPC Inspectors Cigiri TC 1,309 1,068 23%
PCF Inspectors Cigiri CCG 46 69 (33)%
PTC Inspectors Cigiri CPT 85 84 1%
TOTAL lomlan 1,440 1,221 18%
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Consultants engaged by the Board during 2005
(excluding Fee-per-case Inspectors)

Professional Consultancy Firms (PCFs)
CDN - Graham Carlisle

lan Bertram & Associates - lan Bertram

RPS Planning - Andrew Hubbold, William Strachan
King Sturge & Company - Andrew Penna

Keith Hamilton

Planning Regeneration and Management Consultants -
Keith Reid

Knight Frank LLP - Keith Fenwick

Part Time Consultants (PTCs)

Eoghan Brangan, Larry Brassil, Richard J. Burke, Brendan
Devlin, Jonathan Evans, Gerry Farrington, Des Fitzgerald,
James J. Harney, Thomas Haugh, Jim Hearn, Dom Hegarty,
Gerard McGlinchey, Billy Moore, Andy O’Connell, John
O’Donnell, Padraig O’Gliasain, Michael Ward.

Professional Consultants

David M. Ball, Shane Bennet, Eugene Daly, Raymond J.
Connolly, George Faller, Maurice Johnson, Jerome Keohane,
Thomas McDonald, Paddy Matthews, Don Menzies, Austin
Morgan, Donal O’Callaghan, Trevor Orr, Tim Paul, Michael
Slattery.

The Board also retained the services of Barry Doyle and
Company, Solicitors
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Combhairleoiri fostaithe ag an mBord le linn 2004
(gan Cigiri ar Thaille in aghaidh an Chais san
aireamh)

Comhlachtai Comhairleora Gairmiula (CCQ)

CDN - Graham Carlisle

lan Bertram & Associates - lan Bertram

RPS Planning - Andrew Hubbold, William Strachan

King Sturge & Company - Andrew Penna

Keith Hamilton

Planning Regeneration and Management Consultants -
Keith Reid

Knight Frank LLP - Keith Fenwick

Combhairleoiri Pairtaimseartha (CPA)

Eoghan Brangan, Larry Brassil, Richard J. Burke, Brendan
Devlin, Jonathan Evans, Gerry Farrington, Des Fitzgerald,
James J. Harney, Thomas Haugh, Jim Hearn, Dom Hegarty,
Gerard McGlinchey, Billy Moore, Andy O’Connell, John
O’Donnell, Padraig O’Gliasain, Michael Ward.

Combhairleoiri Gairmiula

David M. Ball, Shane Bennet, Eugene Daly, Raymond J.
Connolly, George Faller, Maurice Johnson, Jerome Keohane,
Thomas McDonald, Paddy Matthews, Don Menzies, Austin
Morgan, Donal O’Callaghan, Trevor Orr, Tim Paul, Michael
Slattery.

Ta an Bord tar-éis seirbhisi Barry Doyle and Company,
Dlioddiri a choinneail.
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FINANCE

Fees

Fees are payable to the Board by parties in respect of
appeals, referrals and certain other matters which are
submitted to the Board for determination and in relation to
requests for oral hearings under the Planning, Water
Pollution, Air Pollution and Building Control Acts. Fees are
also payable by certain persons/bodies other than parties,
generally known as “observers”, in respect of submissions
or observations made to the Board. There are no fees
payable for making objections, submissions or observations
in relation to local authority project cases.

Gross receipts from fees in 2005 amounted to €2,460,496
of which €355,743 was refunded where appeals were
found to be late or otherwise invalid. In 2005, the net
receipts from fees represented about 11% of total
expenditure (9% in 2004).

Income and expenditure

In 2005, total expenditure amounted to €18,799,861 while
income amounted to €18,600,906 leaving a deficit for the
year of €198,955. There was an incoming surplus of
€187,844 which left a deficit of €11,111.

The accounts are reproduced in Appendix 10. Certification
under the Prompt Payment of Accounts Act 1997 is in
Appendix 7.

Members' salaries and expenses

Members of the Board may hold no other employment and
are paid salaries under the PAYE system. Fees are not paid
to members.

A statement on Remuneration and Members’ fees is in
Appendix 9.

Internal Audit and Financial Control

The Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies
has been adopted and is being complied with and, in
particular, appropriate procedures for financial reporting,
internal audit, procurement and assets disposal are being
carried out. A statement on the system of Internal Financial
Control is in Appendix 8.
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IMEACHTAI DLI

There is no automatic right of appeal to the Courts in
respect of decisions made by the Board on appeals,
referrals and local authority project cases. Under the 2000
Planning Act, such decisions can only be challenged by way
of an application for judicial review to the High Court.

During 2005, High Court judicial review proceedings arising
from the Board’s decisions and procedures in relation to
appeals and other matters were instituted in 36 cases (32
in 2004). In the course of the year proceedings were
discontinued or dismissed in 10 cases (17 in 2004). Leave
applications for judicial review were refused in 9 cases (6 in
2004).

High Court judgements on substantive cases were given in
8 (7 in 2004) cases, 3 (3 in 2004) of which found in
favour of the Board and 5 (4 in 2004) against. In respect of
the latter cases, 2 (4 in 2004) of these decisions were in
circumstances where the Board consented to the quashing
of its decision order due to procedural defects while the
other three resulted in quashing of Board Orders as a
consequence of legal defects in the local planning authority
handling of the relevant planning applications.

Nil aon cheart uathoibrioch achomhairc leis an gCuirt maidir
le cinnti déanta ag an mBord ar achomhairc, tharchuir agus

2000, ni féidir agoid a dhéanamh i gcoinne a leithéid de
chinneadh ach amhain tri iarratas ar athbhreithnid
breithiinach leis an Ard-Chdirt.

| rith 2005, d’ordaiodh athbhreithnitu breithitinach Ard-
Chuirte ag éiri 6 chinnti agus imeachtai an Bhoird maidir le
hachomhairc agus abhair eile i 36 cas (32 i 2004). | rith na
bliana caitheadh amach né stopadh 10 cas cuirte (17 i
2004). Dilltaiodh cead iarratais chun athbhreithnit
breithitinach i 9 cés (6 i 2004).

Tugadh breith Ard-Chuirte ar chasanna i 8 cas (7 i 2004), 3
(3 12004) i bhfabhar an Bhoird agus 5 (4 i 2004) ina
choinne. Maidir leis na casanna ina choinne, bhi dha ceann
de na cinnti seo (4 i 2004) i gcuinsi ar cheadaigh an Bord
a ordd cinnidh a neamhnd, de bharr lochtanna gnathaimh
fad is a rinneadh neamhnu ar Orduithe an Bhoird sna tri
cinn eile tiosc lochtanna dlithidla sa chaoi a phléigh an t-
Gdaras pleanala i gceist.
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION

The Planning Acts, the Freedom of Information Act and
Access to Information on the Environment Regulations
provide for access to certain information on the Board’s
operations. Casework files are available for inspection free
of charge on the third working day after the case is decided
and copies of documents can be purchased. The Board’s
decision order and direction and the Inspector’s report are
also available on the Board’s website.

The number of public access requests for casework files
was 3,943 in 2005.

Further information on the above is available from the Board
and on its website. Figure 14 gives a breakdown of the
requests made under the Freedom of Information Act.

ROCHTAIN AR EOLAS

Tugann na hAchtanna Pleanala, an tAcht um Shaorail
Faisnéise agus na Rialachain um Rochtain ar Eolais faoin
gComhshaol rochtain airithe ar eolas ar oibriochtai an
Bhoird. TA comhad oibre ar chasanna ar fail le hiniichadh
saor in aisce agus is féidir céipeanna de chaipéisi a
cheannach. Ta a thuilleadh eolais ar an méid thuas-luaite le
fail ar a shuiomh idirlin an Bhoird.

Bhi 3,943 iarratas ar rochtain phoibli ar chomhaid
chasoibre i 2005.

Ta a thuilleadh eolas ar an méid thuas le Fail 6n mBord ar
a shuiombh idirlin. Tugann Figitir 14 briseadh sios ar na
hiarratais déanta faoin Acht Shaorail Faisnéise.

FIGURE 14 FIGIUR 14
Freedom of Information — Breakdown of requests Saorail Faisnéise — Miondeall ar larratais
2005 2004

On hands at start of year Ar laimh ag tosach na bliana 0 0
Requests received larratais faighte 9 10
Granted/Partially granted Tugtha/Tugtha i bpairt 6 5
Withdrawn or dealt with outside FOI Aistarraingthe no déiledilte le lasmuigh de SF 0 1*
Refused Didltaithe 1
On hands at end of year Ar laimh ag deireadh na bliana 2

* Transferred to Dublin City Council

cinneadh).
* Tarchurtha go dti Comhairle Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath

There were 2 requests for Internal Review in 2005; both were refused. There was 1 appeal to the Information Commissioner (decision pending).

Bhi dha iarratas do Athbhreithnit Inmheanach i 2005; ditltaiodh an da cheann. Bhi achomharc amhain curtha chuig an gCoimisinéir Faisnéise (ag feitheamh le

Customer Services/Complaints

In accordance with our Customer Service Action Plan, the
Board undertook to put in place a system of dealing with
enquiries about the quality of service provided and to
analyse and measure the number of complaints received.
Our system is not designed to provide a further appeal
against our decision on the planning appeal.

An Bord Pleanala | annual report 2005

Geardin/Seirbhisi Custaiméara

Maidir lenar bPlean Gniomhaiochta Seirbhise Custaiméara,
thég an Bord ar laimh céras a chur in ait chun déileail le
gearain mar gheall ar chail na seirbhise a cuireadh ar fail
agus chun anailis agus tomhas a dhéanamh ar an méid
gearain a thainig isteach. Nil &r gcéras deartha chun a
thuilleadh agoéide a dhéanamh i gcoinne ar gcinneadh ar
achomharc pleandla.
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In 2005, the Board received 230 letters in relation to
decided cases and replied to 239. The nature of the
correspondence was varied and not all would constitute a
complaint. The most common type of correspondence came
from participants who disagreed with the decision in whole
or in part, or with some aspect of the handling of the case.
Other correspondence sought further information, whilst
much of the correspondence raised issues about how the
Board’s decision is implemented.

All of the correspondence was dealt with through the
system for dealing with complaints. In 2004, the system
was restructured to provide direct feedback to the separate
areas of the organisation, the Board itself, the Inspectorate
and the Appeals Administration areas. This is done through
a committee established for the task. In 2005, the Board
issued a letter designed to improve the clarity of a decision
in 38 cases.

| 2005, fuair an Bord 230 litir maidir le casanna a raibh
cinneadh déanta orthu agus d’fhreagair siad 239 acu. Bhi
naduir an chomhfhreagrais éagsuil agus ni thabharfai
gearain orthu go léir. Thainig an chuid is mé den
chomhfhreagras 6 chomhphéirtithe nar aontaigh go hiomlan
no i bpairt le cinneadh, no leis an sli a pléadh lena gcas.
Bhi comhfhreagras eile ag lorg eolais,agus bhi méran den
chomhfhreagras ag ardu saincheisteanna ar conas a
chuirtear cinneadh an Bhoird i bhfeidhm.

Déilealadh leis an gcomhfhreagras go léir trid an gcoras
chun déileail le gearain. | 2004, rinneadh athstruchtira ar
an gcoéras chun aischur direach a chur ar fail i ngach cas go
dti na limistéir ar leith den eagraiocht, an Bord féin,an
Fhoireann Chigireachta agus Riarachan Achomhairc.
Déantar é seo tri choiste bunaithe don chdram. | 2005,
d’eisigh an Bord litir deartha le cinneadh a shoiléirit, né
dearmad a shocrt i 38 cas.
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CONSULTATIONS WITH OTHER
BODIES

The Board is obliged to keep itself informed of the policies
of certain bodies whose functions have a bearing on proper
planning and sustainable development. These include
Ministers of the Government and planning authorities.

The Board continued its practice of maintaining contact with
public authorities and other representative organisations
whose functions impact on the planning process. During
2005, the Board met with the General Council of County
Councils, Chief Reporter — Scotland, Irish Construction
Federation, Irish Development Agency Ireland, Mayor of
Cork City and Mayor of Cork County, Aquaculture Licences
Appeals Board and Joint Oireachtas Committee on the
Environment and Local Government.
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COMHAIRLE LE COMHLACHTAI
EILE

Ta sé mar dhualgas ar an mBord iad féin a choimead ar an
eolas faoi pholasaithe chomhlachtai &irithe agus ar
phleandil cheart agus forbairt mharthanach. San aireamh
leis seo ta Airi Rialtais agus Udarais phleanala.

Lean an Bord lena chleachta de choimead i dteagmhail le
hudarais phoibli agus eagraiochtai ionadaiochta eile a
mbionn tionchar ag a bhfeidhmeanna ar an bpréiseas
pleanala. | rith 2005, thiondl an Bord le Comhairle
Ghinearalta na gComhairli Contae, Priomh-Thuairisceoir-
Albain, Irish Construction Federation, Irish Development
Agency Ireland, Ardmhéara Chathair Chorcai agus
Ardmhéara Chontae Chorcali, Aquaculture Licenses Appeals
Board agus Comhchoiste an Oireachtais ar an gComhshaol
agus Rialtas Aitidil.
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Appeals Determined
Cinnti Déanta ar Achomhairc

100%

Y

Y

Formally decided
Cinneadh Foirmiil
73% (71%)

Otherwise disposed of
Curtha de laimh i sli eile
27% (29%)

100%

Appeals against conditions *
Achombhairc i gcoinne

coinniollacha *
10% (10%)

100%

Board Decisions
Cinnti an Bhoird

Appeals against refusals
Achombhairc i gcoinne didltaithe
42% (40%)

100%

Board Decisions
Cinnti an Bhoird

Appeals by third parties only *
Achombhairc ag treasphairtithe
amhain *

48% (50%)

100%

Board Decisions
Cinnti an Bhoird

Y Y Y
Permission Permission Permission
granted granted Permission granted
Same Re(\j/!ts_ed Permission Permission Permission Samgrig:lilci‘tions Re(\;!f.ed Perrfmssg)n
Cead tugtha oA e | | cead didtaithe Cead tugtha | | Cead didltaithe o o ot o
Coinniollacha ormonaene 10% (13%) 24% (28%) 76% (72%) oinniollacha oinniollacha (39%)
e 2 athbhreithnithe céanna athbhreithnithe
6% (6%) 84% (81%) 1% (1%) 59% (60%)
Y Y

Permission granted
Cead tugtha
48% (50%)

Permission refused
Cead diultaithe
52% (50%)

3% (3.7% in 2004) of appeals were combined 1st
and 3rd party appeals. These cases are included
under appeals against conditions.

Some of these appeals were decided under
section 139 of 2000 Planning Act.

Bhi 3% (3.7% i 2004) d’achomhairc mar
achomhairc 10 agus 30 pairti le chéile. Ta na
casanna seo san aireamh faoi achomhairc i
gcoinne coinniollacha.

Bhi cinneadh déanta ar roinnt de na hachomhairc
seo faoi alt 139 den Acht Pleanala 2000.

Decision of Planning Authority reversed
Cinneadh an Udarais Phleanala freaschurtha

30% (32%)

Decision of Planning Authority amended
Cinneadh an Udarais Phleanala leasaithe

37% (38%)

Decision of Planning Authority confirmed
Cinneadh an Udarais Phleanala deimhnithe

33% (30%)
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APPENDIX 2 AGUISIN 2

Normal planning appeals received and decided by area in 2005
Gnath achomhairc phleanala faighte agus cinneadh déanta ortha de réir cheantair i 2005.

@)

2

3)

4

©)

(6)

(7)

Méid Cinnti Méid cinnti % de chinnti Cinnti % de chinnti % de chinnti % de chinnti
déanta achomharc faoi achomharctha an Udarais an Udarais an Udarais
ag Udaras don Bhord achomharc mar % de gach phleanala phleanala phleanala
pleanala achomharc deimhnithe athraithe ag  freaschuirthe
don Bhord ag an mBord an mBord ag an mBord
(1) (@) 3) 4 (©)] (6) ()
No. of No. of % of Decisions % of % of % of
decisions decisions decisions appealed planning planning planning
made by appealed appealed as a % of authority authority authority
planning to Board all decisions decisions decisions
authority appeals confirmed varied by reversed
to Board by Board Board by Board
County Contae
Carlow Ceatharlach 888 74 8.3% 1.3% 31.7% 34.2% 34.1%
Cavan An Cabhan 2,207 91 4.1% 1.7% 22.8% 35.1% 42.1%
Clare An Clar 2,182 161 7.4% 2.9% 40.7% 30.6% 28.7%
Cork Corcaigh 7,529 471 6.3% 8.6% 34.3% 38.5% 27.2%
Donegal Ddn na nGall 5,579 178 3.2% 3.2% 18.3% 25.0% 56.7%
Dun Laoghaire  Dun Laoghaire/
/Rathdown Réath an Duin 2,483 376 15.1% 6.8% 21.9% 50.3% 27.8%
Fingal Fine Gall 2,062 277 13.4 5.0% 41.7% 33.3% 25.0%
Galway Gaillimh 4,473 208 4.6% 3.8% 34.0% 39.6% 26.4%
Kerry Ciarrai 4,110 230 5.6% 4.2% 25.5% 32.9% 41.6%
Kildare Cill Dara 2,465 236 9.6% 4.3% 26.3% 39.1% 34.6%
Kilkenny Cill Chainnigh 1,804 127 7.0% 2.3% 42.4% 34.9% 22.7%
Laois Laois 1,303 55 4.2% 1.0% 50.0% 21.4% 28.6%
Leitrim Liatroim 1,241 86 6.9% 1.6% 38.3% 26.7% 35.0%
Limerick Luimneach 2,397 101 4.2% 1.8% 47.2% 25.7% 27.1%
Longford An Longfort 1,165 91 7.8% 1.7% 25.0% 38.3% 36.7%
Louth La 1,919 113 5.9% 2.1% 25.6% 37.2% 37.2%
Mayo Maigh Eo 3,107 176 5.7% 3.2% 20.8% 32.7% 46.5%
Meath An Mhi 2,522 186 7.4% 3.4% 38.5% 40.1% 21.4%
Monaghan Muineachan 1,475 49 3.3% 0.9% 24.0% 40.0% 36.0%
North Tipperary  Tiobraid Arann Thuaidh 1,757 62 3.5% 1.1% 30.8% 46.1% 23.1%
Offaly Uibh Fhaili 1,131 93 8.2% 1.7% 52.3% 32.3% 15.4%
Roscommon Ros Comain 1,652 140 8.5% 2.5% 34.9% 24.2% 40.9%
Sligo Sligeach 1,752 82 4.7% 1.5% 44.4% 28.9% 26.7%
South Dublin Ath Cliath Theas 1,327 214 16.1% 3.9% 43.3% 28.0% 28.7%
South Tipperary Tiobraid Arann Theas 1,497 91 6.1% 1.7% 29.7% 42.2% 28.1%
Waterford Port Lairge 1,366 89 6.5% 1.6% 32.7% 34.6% 32.7%
Westmeath An larmhi 1,317 115 8.7% 2.1% 35.2% 32.4% 32.4%
Wexford Loch Garman 4,005 145 3.6% 2.6% 32.9% 32.9% 34.2%
Wicklow Cill Mhantain 1,998 281 14.1% 5.1% 29.6% 46.3% 24.1%
City Cathair
Cork Corcaigh 921 129 14.0% 2.3% 31.2% 45.1% 23.7%
Dublin Baile Atha Cliath 3,818 605 15.8% 10.9% 30.5% 43.1% 26.4%
Galway Gaillimh 607 88 14.5% 1.6% 40.9% 27.3% 31.8%
Limerick Luimneach 381 48 12.6% 0.9% 29.4% 38.2% 32.4%
Waterford Port Lairge 393 35 8.9% 0.6% 38.0% 33.3% 28.6%
Total lomlan 74,833 5,503 7.4% 100% 32.5% 37.1% 30.4%
1. ‘Area’ is a county planning authority and all other planning authorities in that area except city councils.
2. Figures of decisions made by planning authorities courtesy of the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
1. Ceantar 'is ea Udaras pleanala contae agus aon Udaras pleanala sa cheantar sin ach amhain comhairli cathrach.
2. Figidiri ar chinnti déanta ag udarais phleandla le caoinchead 6n Roinn Comhshaoil,Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aitiil.
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APPENDIX 3 AGUISIN 3

Normal planning appeals received by development category/area
Gnath achomhairc phleandla faighte de réir catagdire/ceantair forbartha

g_
. 85 25 ~ 35

£s 25 §9 ES 25 8t 83 82 8 o3 LE % =% B3 _S

SE E$ 38 85 Zz g5 5 =& 25 £§ 55 £2 £8 2g gt

L8 S8 @6 ££ Y2 @S £S8 582 == 3= »O 0606 wx= =2 =9
County
Carlow Ceatharlach 1 2 0 2 0 49 1 2 0 9 0 1 6 1 74
Cavan An Cabhan 0 1 0 2 2 71 0 0 2 5 0 1 6 1 91
Clare An Clar 3 2 1 2 0 119 0 12 0 8 2 0 12 0 161
Cork Corcaigh 6 7 0 19 12 368 4 12 1 16 2 4 17 3 471
Donegal Dun na nGall 1 S 0 5 4 129 2 11 0 10 0 0 12 1 178
Dun Laoghaire/  Dun Laoghaire/
Rathdown Réath an Duin 2 5 5 5 2 298 6 5 0 26 2 5 12 3 376
Fingal Fine Gall 8 3 4 10 2 209 & 9 2 14 2 1 12 3 277
Galway Gaillimh 1 3 0 6 1 154 8 11 2 18 1 0 7 1 208
Kerry Ciarrai 3 0 3 8 7 177 S 9 0 8 3 1 5] 3 230
Kildare Cill Dara S S 5 10 6 149 6 10 0 13 1 4 25 1 236
Kilkenny Cill Chainnigh 1 4 2 5 0 81 1 5 0 12 1 2 7 6 127
Laois Laois 0 0 1 2 0 36 0 2 0 10 0 0 4 0 55]
Leitrim Liatroim 1 1 0 5 1 66 0 2 0 5! 0 2 3 0 86
Limerick Luimneach 2 1 1 2 1 75 0 5 0 5| 1 1 6 1 101
Longford An Longfort S 1 0 0 0 64 0 0 1 11 1 2 8 0 91
Louth L 8 2 2 8 8 68 0 8 1 7 2 2 14 3 113
Mayo Maigh Eo 4 0 0 8 1 139 1 7 0 8 0 1 7 0 176
Meath An Mhi 10 2 2 7 3 125 2 4 0 18 0 3 10 0 186
Monaghan Muineachan 4 0 0 4 0 Sl 0 0 0 8 0 1 5 1 49
North Tipperary  Tiobraid

Arann Thuaidh 0 1 0 2 2 39 0 9 0 5 0 1 3 0 62
Offaly Uibh Fhaili 1 2 0 6 1 58 2 1 0 4 1 2 15 0 93
Roscommon Ros Comain 5 1 0 7 2 105 8 1 0 18 0 0 2 1 140
Sligo Sligeach 0 0 0 4 1 68 0 4 0 4 0 0 1 0 82
South Dublin Ath Cliath Theas S S 4 4 2 159 4 13 0 3 S 3 12 1 214
South Tipperary Tiobraid Arann Theas1 0 1 2 1 65 1 6 1 6 0 0 7 0 91
Waterford Port Lairge 2 2 0 8 0 71 0 4 1 2 0 1 8 0 89
Westmeath An larmhi 0 1 1 8 2 80 0 1 0 12 0 2 13 0 115
Wexford Loch Garman 4 0 0 5 1 118 1 4 0 4 0 1 6 1 145
Wicklow Cill Mhantain 2 1 5 11 10 202 2 3 1 18 2 3 19 2 281
City Cathair
Cork Corcaigh 0 3 1 1 2 74 0 4 0 18 2 5 17 2 129
Dublin Baile Atha Cliath 0 4 8 5 3 418 4 7 0 79 6 11 41 19 605
Galway Gaillimh 0 2 2 2 0 59 0 4 0 11 0 0 8 0 88
Limerick Luimneach 0 1 2 0 2 21 0 9 0 6 0 0 7 0 48
Waterford Port Lairge 1 1 0 3 1 20 0 0 0 3 2 0 3 1 35
Total lomlan 70 62 50 163 75 3,965 49 179 12 394 34 60 335 33 5,503
Note: Figures shown under ‘Residential’ in this Appendix includes units in hostels, hotels, nursing homes and similar types of accommodation. Residential units may also be included under
other development categories e.g. under ‘Mixed’.

Néta: San aireamh sna figitiri taispeanta faoi ‘Cénaitheach 'san Aguisin seo ta brinna,6stain,tithe altranais agus a leithéid de l6istin. D’fhéadfadh aonaid chénaithe a bheith san aireamh

chomh maith faoi chatagéir forbartha eile m.sh.faoi ‘Measctha .
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APPENDIX 4 AGUISIN 4

Permission granted on appeal for residential units by area
Cead tugtha ar achomharc do aonaid chonaithe de réir ceantair

An méid Mar % An méid Mar %
aonaid den iomlan aonaid den iomlan
ceadaithe ceadaithe ceadaithe ceadaithe
2005 2004
No. of As % No. of As %
units of total units of total
granted granted granted granted
in 2005 in 2004
County Contae
Carlow Ceatharlach 209 0.9% 105 0.4%
Cavan An Cabhan 291 1.3% 73 0.5%
Clare An Clar 367 1.6% 90 0.6%
Cork Corcaigh 2,534 11.0% 1,119 7.3%
Donegal Dun na nGall 798 3.5% 152 0.9%
Dun Laoghaire/  Dun Laoghaire/
Rathdown Réath an Duin 1,648 7.2% 1,606 7.6%
Fingal Fine Gall 1,394 6.1% 1,435 7.3%
Galway Gaillimh 546 2.4% 68 0.5%
Kerry Ciarrai 189 0.8% 182 1.7%
Kildare Cill Dara 1,835 8.0% 1,872 10.1%
Kilkenny Cill Chainnigh 374 1.6% 1,189 5.9%
Laois Laois 603 2.6% 454 2.5%
Leitrim Liatroim 167 0.7% 60 0.5%
Limerick Luimneach 121 0.5% 31 0.3%
Longford Longfort 850 3.7% 96 0.6%
Louth L 20 0.1% 327 2.2%
Mayo Maigh Eo 213 0.9% 148 0.7%
Meath An Mhi 1,226 5.3% 1,262 5.3%
Monaghan Muineachan 97 0.4% 5 0.2%
North Tipperary Tiobraid Arann Thuaidh 22 0.1% 305 2.9%
Offaly Uibh Fhaili 257 1.1% 118 0.9%
Roscommon Ros Comain 477 2.1% 47 0.3%
Sligo Sligeach 225 1.0% 177 0.8%
South Dublin Ath Cliath Theas 1,335 5.8% 1,036 6.6%
South Tipperary Tiobraid Arann Theas 604 2.6% 144 0.7%
Waterford Port Lairge 40 0.2% 73 1.4%
Westmeath An larmhi 436 1.9% 171 0.9%
Wexford Loch Garman 294 1.3% 138 0.9%
Wicklow Cill Mhantain 947 4.1% 571 2.8%
City Cathair
Cork Corcaigh 933 4.1% 609 3.4%
Dublin Baile Atha Cliath 3,538 15.4% 4,848 22.2%
Galway Gaillimh 95 0.4% 99 0.5%
Limerick Luimneach 26 0.1% 30 0.3%
Waterford Port Lairge 245 1.1% 134 0.5%
Total lomlan 22,956 100% 18,774 100%

Note:  Residential units in this Appendix refer only to domestic houses, apartments, flats and duplex units. Excluded are units in hostels, hotels, nursing homes and

other commercial, institutional and similar types of accommodation.

N6ta:  Déanann na haonaid chénaithe a bhfuil tagairt déanta déibh san Aguisin seo tagairt do thithe teaghlaigh, arasain, agus aonaid dibailte. As an aireamh ta
aonaid i mbrdnna, ostain, tithe altranais agus I6istin institiideach, tradala agus a leithéid.
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APPENDIX 5 AGUISIN 5

Summary of all cases disposed of by reference to statutory objective period
Achoimre do gach cas curtha de laimh tri thagairt do sprioc thréimhse reachtuil

Gnéath Achomhairc Phleanala Tionscadail Udaras Aitidil 2 Gach Cas Eile lomlan na gcasanna
Bliain A B % Laistigh A B % Laistigh A B % Laistigh A B % Laistigh
den Sprioc den Sprioc den Sprioc den Sprioc
Thréimhse Thréimhse Thréimhse Thréimhse
Reachtuil * Reachtuil * Reachtuil * Reachtuil *

Normal Planning Appeals Local Authority Projects 2 All Other Cases Total Cases

Year A B % Within A B % Within A B % Within A B % Within
Statutory Statutory Statutory Statutory
Objective Objective Objective Objective
Period * Period * Period * Period *
1996 2,919 223 93% o = = 63 12 84% 3,002 235 93%
1997 2,911 623 82% - - - 47 33 59% 2,969 656 85%
1998 2,487 1,468 63% - - - 58; 26 67% 2,560 1,497 63%
1999 2,097 2,442 46% - - - 45 31 59% 2,155 2,478 47%
2000 2,236 2,500 47% - - - 26 42 38% 2,282 2,551 47%
2001 1,403 3,477 29% 19 26 42% 60 64 48% 1,482 3,567 29%
2002 1,957 3,637 35% 20 B8] 38% 91 66 58% 2,068 3,736 36%
2003 3,278 1,167 74% 29 30 49% 219 59 79% 3,526 1,256 74%
2004 3,995 670 86% 45 33 58% 271 50 84% 4,357 754 85%
2005 3,879 1,085 78% 51 33 61% 233 58 80% 4,210 1,177 78%

Notes:

A:  Number disposed of within statutory objective periods.

B: Number not disposed of within statutory objective periods.

1 The statutory objective period is 18 weeks in the case of appeals, referrals and certain local authority project cases received by the Board under the 2000 Act,
and 4 months in the case of appeals and other cases under the 1963 to 1999 Planning Acts, the Building Control Act and the Water Pollution Acts. A statutory
objective period does not apply to certain cases.

2 Figures for local authority project cases exclude cases which were otherwise disposed of (e.g. no objections received).

Notai:
A:  An méid curtha de laimh laistigh de sprioc thréimhsi reachtula.
B: An méid nach bhfuil curtha de laimh laistigh de sprioc thréimhsi reachtula.

t Is é an sprioc thréimhse reachtuil na 18 seachtain i gcas achomhairc,tarchuir agus tionscadail na n-tdaras aitidil faighte ag an mBord faoin Acht 2000 agus 4
mi i gcas achomhairc agus casanna eile faoi na hAchtanna Pleanala 1963 go 1999, faoin Acht um RialG Foirgniochta agus faoi na hAchtanna um Thruaillid
Uisce. Ni bhaineann sprioc thréimhse reachtuil le casanna airithe.
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One-Off Rural Houses 2005

(2004 figures in brackets)

Appeals formally decided
Achombhairc le cinneadh foirmidil

551 (429)

[11% (13%) of all appeals]
[11% (13%) de na hachomhairc go I€ir]

| 100%

Tithe Tuaithe Aon-Uair-Amhdin 2005

(2004 figiiir i luibini)

Appeals against refusals
(1st Parties)
Achombhairc i gcoinne ditltaithe
(10 Pairtithe)

57% (46%)

| 100%

Board Decisions Cinnti an Bhoird

Permission granted Permission refused
Cead tugtha Cead didltaithe
12% (17%) 88% (83%)

Appeals against grants
(Mostly 3rd Parties)?
Achombhairc i gcoinne ceada
(30 Pairtithe don chuid is mo)?

43% (54%)

| 100%

Board Decisions Cinnti an Bhoird

Permission granted
Cead tugtha
21% (31%)

Permission refused
Cead diultaithe
79% (69%)

Permission granted Cead tugtha
16% (25%)

Permission refused Cead dilltaithe
84% (75%)

Y

Decision of planning authority reversed
Cinneadh an udarais phleandla freaschuirthe

Decision of planning authority confirmed
Cinneadh an Gdarais phleanala deimhnithe

Decision of planning authority amended
Cinneadh an Udarais phleandla leasaithe

41% (45%)

50% (37%)

9% (18%):

Area Types
(% of cases in each)

Strong Urban Influence (Area 1)
Stronger Rural Areas (Area 2)
Weak Rural Areas (Area 3)

Predominantly Dispersed
Settlement (Area 4)

Saghas Ceantair

(% de chasanna i ngach ceann)

Tionchar Uirbeach
Laidir (Ceantar 1)
Ceantair Tuaithe Nios
Laidre (Ceantar 2)
Ceantair Tuaithe
Laga (Ceantar 3)
Lonnaiocht Scaipthe

53% (48%)
20% (18%)

16% (16%)

go Priomha (Ceantar 4) 11% (18%)

[

March to December 2004 only.

Some appeals are made by 1st parties against

conditions proposed to be attached to grants of
permission.

The 2004 figures have been restated to reflect

planning authority decisions which were amended.

Marta go Nollag 2004 ach amhain.

Ta roinnt achomhairc déanta ag 10 pairtithe i
gcoinne coinniollacha molta le bheith curtha le
ceadanna tugtha.

Ta na figitiri 2004 athraite chun I&iriti cinntf
udarais phleanala cé a bhi leasaithe.
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APPENDIX 7

Prompt Payment of Accounts Act
1997

The Board comes within the scope of the Prompt Payment
of Accounts Act 1997, as amended by the European
Communities (Late Payment in Commercial Transactions)
Regulations 2002. The payment practices of the Board are
reported on below for the year ended 31 December 2005
in accordance with section 12 of the Act.

1. Itis the Board’s policy to comply with the relevant
provisions of the Act and, in particular, to ensure that all
invoices are paid promptly. Specific procedures are in
place that enable it to track all invoices and ensure that
payments are made before the due date. Invoices are
registered daily and payments are made as required to
ensure timely payments. In 2005, the Board did not set
or agree payment periods outside the terms of the Act.

2. The system of internal control incorporates such controls
and procedures as are considered necessary to ensure
compliance with the Act. This system includes
accounting and computer controls designed to ensure
the identification of invoices and contracts for payment
within the payment periods required by the Act. Reports
are produced that identify unpaid outstanding invoices
and these reports are reviewed regularly at a senior
level.

3. The procedures referred to at 1 and 2 above are
designed to provide reasonable but not absolute
assurance against material non-compliance with the
Act. The Board is satisfied that its procedures have
operated adequately in the main and that no remedial
action is required.
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4. The average delay in making payments, after the
statutory period of 30 days, was 56 days.

A detailed review of the records for the year reveals the
following:

O Total number of late payments

in excess of €320 4
O Total value of late payments in

excess of €320 €12,758
O Total value of all late payments (A) €12,758
O Total value of all payments (B) €6,922,095
O (A) as a % of (B) 0.18%
O Total amount of interest paid on

late payments €36

Since 1 January 2005 there have been no material
developments insofar as the Board’s compliance with the
Act is concerned.

Q\M\\M

P. M. Mulally
Chief Officer

22 June 2006
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4. Ba € an mean moill ag déanamh iocaiochtai, tar éis na
tréimhse reachtuil de 30 14, na 56 la.

Taispeanann athbhreithnit sonrach ar thaifid na bliana é
seo a leanas:

O Lion iomlan na n-iocaiochtai
déanacha sa bhreis ar €320 4

O Luach iomlan na n-iocaiochtai
déanacha sa bhreis ar €320 €12,758

O Luach iomlan na
n-iocaiochtai déanacha (A) €12,758

O Luach iomlan na n-iocaiochtai (B) €6,922,095
O (A)mar % de (B) 0.18%

O Meéid uis iomlan ioctha ar
focaiochtai déanacha €36

O 1 Eanair 2005 ni raibh aon fhabhraiocht &bhartha maidir
le géilliulacht an Bhoird don Acht.

Q\M\\AA.

P. M. Mullally
Priomh Oifigeach

22 Meitheamh 2006



APPENDIX 8

Statement on System of Internal
Financial Control

Responsibility for System of Internal Financial
Control

On behalf of the Board of An Bord Pleanala, | acknowledge
our responsibility for ensuring that an effective system of
internal financial control is maintained and operated.

The system can only provide reasonable and not absolute
assurance that assets are safeguarded, transactions
authorised and properly recorded, and that material errors
or irregularities are either prevented or would be detected in
a timely period.

Key Control Procedures

The Board has taken steps to ensure an appropriate control
environment by:

O clearly defining management responsibilities;

O establishing formal procedures for reporting
significant control failures and ensuring appropriate
corrective action.

The Board has established a process to identify and
evaluate business risks by putting in place an Audit Needs
Risk Assessment which will lead to formally

O identifying the nature, extent and financial
implications of risks facing the body including the
extent and categories which it regards as
acceptable;

O assessing the likelihood of identified risks occurring;

O assessing the costs of operating particular controls
relative to the benefit obtained.

The system of internal financial control is based on a
framework of regular management information,
administrative procedures including segregation of duties,
and a system of delegation and accountability. In particular
it includes:

O a comprehensive budgeting system with an annual
budget which is reviewed and agreed by Board
members;
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O regular reviews by the management committee of
periodic financial reports which indicate financial
performance against forecasts;

O review by the Board members of annual financial
estimates and financial reports

O setting targets to measure financial and other
performance;

O clearly defined capital investment control guidelines;

The Board appointed consultants to carry out its internal
audit function, which operates in accordance with the
Framework Code of Best Practice set out in the Code of
Practice on the Governance of State Bodies. The work of
internal audit is informed by analysis of the risk to which the
body is exposed, and annual internal audit plans are based
on this analysis. The analysis of risk and the internal audit
plans are endorsed by the Audit Committee and approved
by the Board. The Internal Auditor provides the Audit
Committee with a report of internal audit activity. The report
includes the Internal Auditor’s opinion on the adequacy and
effectiveness of the system of internal financial control.

The Board’s monitoring of the system of internal financial
control is informed by the work of the internal auditor, the
Audit Committee which oversees the work of the internal
auditor, the executive managers within the Board who have
responsibility for the development and maintenance of the
financial control framework, and comments made by the
Comptroller and Auditor General in his management letter
or other reports.

Annual Review of Controls

As noted above, the Audit Committee reviewed the
effectiveness of the system of internal financial control. In
the year 2005 the Board did not formally review the
effectiveness of the system of internal financial control. The
Board will fully conform with internal audit procedures in
2006.

JW@ O Lo an

John O’Connor
Chairperson

22 June 2006
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O athbhreithnit rialta ag comhaltai an Bhoird ar
thuarascéalacha airgeadais blianttla agus tréimhsitla
a chuireann feidhmiocht airgeadais in idl i gcoinne
réamhaisnéisi;

O ag socru spriocanna chun feidhmiocht airgeadais a
thomhas agus gniomhaiochtai eile;

O treoirlinte rialaithe infheistiochta caipitil a shainit go
soiléir;

O smachtai ar thionscadail bhainistiochta fhoirmitla.

Cheap an Bord comhairleoiri chun a fheidhm initchta
inmheanach a dhéanamh, a oibrionn maidir leis an gCod
Cleachtais Creatlai is Fearr leagtha sios sa Chod Cleachtais
don Rialachas de Chomhlachtai Stait. Ta obair an iniuchta
inmheanaigh curtha ar an eolas ag anailis ar an riosca a
bhfuil an comhlacht oscailte chuige, agus ta pleananna
iniichta bliantdla bunaithe ar an anailis seo. Ta na
pleananna anailise riosca agus iniuchta inmheanaigh
formhuinithe ag an gCoiste Inilichta agus molta ag an
mBord. Solathraionn an Initichéir Inmheanach tuarascail
gnimh inidchta inmheanach don choiste iniichta. San
aireamh sa tuarascail t4 tuairim an Iniachéra Inmheénaigh
ar chumas agus éifeachtacht an chérais rialaithe airgeadais
inmheénaigh.

T4 éifeachtacht coras athbhreithnithe an Bhoird ar
rialichain inmheanacha airgeadais curtha ar eolas ag an
iniichdir inmheénach, an Coiste Inidchta a dhéanann
soistiy ar obair an initichéra inmheénaigh, na bainisteoiri
feidhmilchain laistigh den Bhord ata freagrach as forbairt
agus coimead an frama rialaithe airgeadais, agus do thracht
déanta ag an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste ina litir
bhainistiochta n6 tuarascala eile.

Athbhreithnid Bliantuil ar Rialtchdin

Mar ata thuasluaite, rinne an Coiste Iniichta athbhreithnit
ar éifeachtacht an chdrais rialaithe airgeadais inmheénaigh.
Sa bhliain 2005 ni dhearna an Bord athbhreithnit foirmiuil
ar éifeachtacht an chérais rialaithe airgeadais inmheanaigh.
Cloifidh an Bord go hiomlan le gnathaimh initchta
inmheanaigh i 2006.

4@& O londeln
Séan O Conchuir
Cathaoirleach

22 Meitheamh 2006



APPENDIX 9

Statement on Remuneration and
Members’ Fees

General

The Board complies with the guidelines covering the
payment of fees to the Chairperson and other members of
the Board set out in the Code of Practice for the
Governance of State Bodies. The Board implements wage
increases in accordance with sanction from the Department
of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. It does
not depart from Government pay policy in any way.

Members' Fees and Expenses

The salary of the Chairperson, under section 105(14)(a) of
the Planning and Development Act 2000 is set at the same
salary as is paid to a judge of the High Court. The salary of
the post of Deputy Chairperson is set at a rate equivalent to
a maximum of the salary scale for an Assistant Secretary in
the Civil Service. The salary of other members is set at a
rate equivalent to the minimum of the Assistant Secretary
scale in the Civil Service.

The Chairperson is paid a fixed car allowance and a
representational allowance at levels sanctioned by the
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government in 1994.

One member qualified for special expenses. The expenses,
which were sanctioned by the Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, cover costs
associated with travel from home to Dublin, and
accommodation in Dublin.

There are no fees paid to Board Members.
67{[;/u,v»dwt» ég - é;( qL

ohn O’Connor Brian Hunt
Chairperson Deputy Chairperson

22 June 2006
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APPENDIX 10
Financial Statements
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Statement of Board's Responsibilities

Section 117(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000
requires the Board to prepare financial statements in such
form as may be approved by the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, after
consultation with the Minister for Finance. In preparing
those financial statements, the Board is required to:-

O select suitable accounting policies and then apply
them consistently,

O make judgements and estimates that are reasonable
and prudent,

O prepare the financial statements on the going
concern basis, and

O state whether applicable accounting standards have
been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements.

The Board is responsible for keeping proper books of
account which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any
time the financial position of the Board and which enable it
to ensure that the financial statements comply with section
117(1) of the 2000 Act. The Board is also responsible for
safeguarding the assets of the Board and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud
and other irregularities.

The books of account are kept at the Board’s headquarters
at 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1.

Brian Hunt
Deputy Chairperson

O (o an

hn O’Connor
Chairperson

22 June 2006
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Raiteas faoi Dhualgais an Bhoird

Ta sé riachtanach de réir Ailt 117(1) den Acht Pleanéla
agus Forbartha 2000 don Bhord raitis airgeadais a ullmhu
ina leithéid de shli agus a cheadddh an tAire Comhshaoill,
Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aititil,i ndiaidh dul i gcomhairle
leis an Aire Airgeadais. In ullmha na raitis airgeadais, ta ar
an mBord:

O polasaithe cuntasaiochta oirilnacha a roghnu agus
ansin iad a chur i bhfeidhm i sli seasmhach,

O breithitinais a dhéanamh agus meastachain ata
réaslnta agus stuama,

O raitis airgeadais a ullmhu ar bhonn gnéthais
leantach, agus

O sonrd an bhfuil caighdean cuntasaiochta feidhmeach
leannta, géillsineach d’aon imeacht abhartha
taispeanta agus minithe sna raitis airgeadais.

Ta an Bord freagrach maidir le leabhair chuntais chearta a
choimead a thaispeanann le cruinneas réasuinta ag aon am
seasamh airgeadais an Bhoird agus a chuireann ar a
chumas a bheith &balta a bheith géillsineach do Alt 117(1)
den Acht 2000. Ta an Bord freagrach chomh maith as
so6cmhainni an Bhoird a chosaint agus mar sin ag togail
céimeanna réasunta chun camastail agus miriail eile a
bhraith.

Coimeadtar na leabhair chuntais ag 64 Sraid Mhaoilbhride,
Baile Atha Cliath 1.

Séan O Conchuir
Cathaoirleach

Brian Hunt
Leas-Chathaoirleach

22 Meitheamh 2006
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Statement of Accounting Policies

1. General

The Board was established under section 3 of the Local
Government (Planning and Development) Act 1976.

Under the Planning and Development Act 2000, the
Board is responsible for the determination of appeals,
certain proposals by local authorities to acquire
compulsorily land for any of their statutory functions,
road schemes and certain other local authority projects,
and certain other matters. The Board is also responsible
for dealing with appeals under the Building Control Act
1990, the Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts
1977 and 1990, and the Air Pollution Act 1987.

2. Basis of Preparation

The financial statements are prepared under the
accruals method of accounting, except as otherwise
indicated, and in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles under the historical cost
convention. Financial reporting standards recommended
by the recognised accountancy bodies are adopted, as
they become operative.

3. Oireachtas Grant

Oireachtas grants are accounted for on a cash receipt
basis.

4. Fees

In 2005, fees fixed by the Board in accordance with
section 144 of the Planning and Development Act 2000
were payable to the Board in respect of appeals and
referrals under that Act. Fees were also paid to the
Board in accordance with regulations made by the
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local
Government under:

O section 10 of the Local Government (Planning and
Development) Act 1982,

O section 7 of the Building Control Act 1990,
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O sections 6 and 19 of the Local Government (Water
Pollution) Act 1977, as amended by sections 4 and
14, respectively, of the Local Government (Water
Pollution) (Amendment) Act 1990, and

O section 35 of the Air Pollution Act 1987 in respect
of appeals and certain other matters under those
Acts.

Fee income in the accounts is shown net of refunds,
which are made in respect of invalid appeals, referrals
and other cases.

5. Fixed Assets and Depreciation:

Fixed assets, which are stated at historical cost, are
depreciated using the straight-line method at an annual
rate of 10% for leasehold buildings and 20% for all
other asset categories.

6. Capital Account:

The Capital Account represents the unamortised amount
of income used to purchase fixed assets.

7. Superannuation:

The Board operates defined benefit superannuation
schemes through the medium of four different
independent schemes namely:

O An Bord Pleandla Staff Superannuation Scheme
1986

O An Bord Pleanéla Staff Spouses’ and Children’s
Contributory Pension Scheme 1986

O An Bord Pleandla (Chairman and Members)
Superannuation Scheme 1986 to 2002

O An Bord Pleanéla (Chairman and Members)
Spouses’ and Children’s Contributory Pension
Scheme 1986 to 2002.

The payment of superannuation benefits to and in
respect of employees and members of the Board is
provided for in these defined benefit superannuation
schemes approved by the Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government and with the consent of
the Minister for Finance under section 119 of the
Planning and Development Act 2000.

2005
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The schemes are funded annually on a pay-as-you-go
basis from monies available to it, including monies from
exchequer funds provided by the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government and from
contributions deducted from staff salaries.

Superannuation costs reflect superannuation benefits
earned by members and employees in the period and
are shown net of staff superannuation contributions,
which are retained by the Board. An amount
corresponding to the superannuation charge is
recognised as income to the extent that it is
recoverable, and offset by grants received in the year to
discharge superannuation payments.

Actuarial gains or losses arising on scheme liabilities are
reflected in the Statement of Recognised Gains and
Losses and a corresponding adjustment is recognised in
the amount recoverable from exchequer funds provided
by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local
Government.

Superannuation liabilities represent the present value of
future superannuation payments earned by staff to date.
Deferred superannuation funding represents the
corresponding asset to be recovered in future periods
from exchequer funds provided by the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.

This accounting policy is in line with the requirements of
Financial Reporting Standard 17, which has been
adopted by the Board in full for the first time in 2005.
Previously, superannuation costs were charged to the
Income and Expenditure Account in the year in which
benefits became payable. No provision was made in
respect of benefits earned in the period but payable in a
later period. The effect of the change in accounting
policy arising from the introduction of FRS17 is to
recognise as expenditure in the year the cost of
pensions earned rather than the payments made to
pensioners, and a corresponding funding amount. In
addition, the Balance Sheet recognises the cumulative
liability for pensions earned by employees as at 31
December together with a corresponding asset, whereas
previously this note was disclosed by note only.
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8. Legal Costs: 8. Costais Dli

It is the policy of the Board to discharge any legal costs
awarded against it following conclusion of cases on foot
of taxed Bills of Costs. It is also the policy of the Board
to discharge its own legal costs associated with
applications for judicial review of the Board’s decisions
following presentation of cases in the High Court or
Supreme Court.

The Board, where practicable, seeks recovery of its legal
costs arising out of legal actions where such costs are
awarded by the Courts (see Note 9). Income from such
awards is accounted for on a cash receipt basis.

In addition, outstanding costs are written off when they
are deemed to be unrecoverable.

. Lease Costs:

It is the policy of the Board to write off all ancillary costs
associated with the new lease at 64 Marlborough
Street, Dublin 1 over 10 years.

Is € polasai an Bhoird aon chostas dlithitil tugtha ina
gcoinne tar éis concliid casanna de bhun Costais agus
Billi faoi chain. Is é polasai an Bhoird chomh maith a
gcostais dli féin bainteach le iarratais do athbhreithnia
breithitnach ar chinneadh an Bhoird tar €is casanna a
chur faoi bhraid na hArd- Chuirte né an Chuirt
Uachtarach a foc.

Déanfaidh an Bord,san ait go bhfuil sé praiticidil iarracht
a gcostais dli ag éiri 6 chaingean dli a athghabhail san
ait go bhfuil costais molta ag na Cuirteanna (féach néta
9). T4 ioncam 6na leithéid de dhaimhe curtha san
aireamh ar bhonn faltais airgid tirim.

Chomh maith leis sin, déantar costais amuigh a
dhiscriobh nuair a meastar nach féidir iad a fhail ar ais.

9. Costais Léasa

Is é polasai an Bhoird gach costas coimhdeach a
bhaineann le 64 Sraid Mhaoilbhride, Baile Atha Cliath 1
thar 10 bliana a dhiscriobh.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

ACCOUNT
for year ended 31 December 2005

CUNTAS IONCAIM AGUS

CAITEACHAIS
don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

2005 2004
€ €
As re-stated
Income: loncam:
Oireachtas Grant Deontas Oireachtais 12,074,000 12,510,000
Fees (Note 1) Tailli (Nota 1) 2,104,753 1,671,408
Infrastructural Cost Recoupment Costas Aisioc Bonneagair 568,484 453,666
Miscellaneous llghnéitheach 5,435 6,317
Net Deferred Funding Maoiniu Glan larchurtha
for Superannuation (Note 3(b)) do Aoislitintas (Néta 3(b)) 3,199,000 2,787,000
Profit(Loss) on Disposal of Fixed Assets Brabus/Caillteanas ar
Shécmhainni Seasta a Chur de Laimh (42) 0
17,951,630 17,428,391
Transfer (to)/from Tarchuir (go dti)/6
Capital Account (Note 7) Chuntas Caipititil (Néta 7) 649,276 687,808
18,600,906 18,116,199
Expenditure: Caiteachas:
Salaries, Allowances and Tuarastail,Liuntais agus
Superannuation (Note 2) Aoislitintas (Nota 2) 11,228,490 10,318,685
Establishment Expenses (Note 4) Costais Bhunaiochta (Néta 4) 2,790,288 2,813,788
Operating Expenses (Note 5) Costais Oibre (Nota 5) 4,781,083 4,599,067
Total Expenditure Caiteachas lomlan 18,799,861 17,731,540
Surplus/(Deficit) for year Farasbarr/(Easnamh)don bhliain (198,955) 384,659
Surplus/(Deficit) brought forward Farasbarr/(Easnamh)tugtha ar aghaidh 187,844 (196,815)
Cumulative Surplus/(Deficit) Farasbarr Carntha/(Easnamh)
at 31 December ag an 31 Nollaig (11,111) 187,844
Statement of Recognised Gains & Losses Réiteas ar Ghnothachain agus Chaillteanais Aitheanta
Experience gains and (losses) Gnothachain agus (caillteanais) taithi
on superannuation scheme liabilities ar fhiachais na scéime aoisliintais (1,189,000) (1,365,000)
Changes in assumptions underlying the present Athruithe in bhfoshuimh ag tacu le luach
value of superannuation scheme liabilities reatha fhiachais na scéime aoisliuntais (5,696,000) (7,870,000)
Actuarial (loss)/gain on Superannuation Gnéthachan/(caillteanas) achtuire
Liabilities (Note 3(f)) ar Fhiachais Aoislitntais (Néta 3(f))  (6,885,000) (9,235,000)
Adjustment to Deferred Coigeart ar Mhaoiniu
Superannuation Funding (Note 3(b)) Aoislitintais larchurtha Néta 3(b) 6,885,000 9,235,000
Surplus/(Deficit) Farasbarr/
for year (Easnamh) don bhliain (198,955) 384,659
Total Recognised gain/(loss) Gnothachan/(Caillitint)
for year Aithnithe lomlan don bhliain (198,955) 384,659

The Statement of Accounting Policies, Cash Flow Statement and Notes 1 to 14 form part of these financial statements.
Ta an Raiteas ar Pholasaithe Cuntasaiochta, an Raiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid agus Nétai 1 go 14 ina bpairt de na raitis

airgeadais seo.

J(WM I . . ; . R
t/W‘/L V‘OW«“/\D QKQE O londln Cionwul NI v?bww/u
ohn O’Connor Ellen Morri{ Séan O Conchdir Eibhlinn Ni Mhuiril
Chairperson Senior Administrative Officer Cathaoirleach Oifigigh Riarachain Sinsearacha
22 June 2006 22 Meitheamh 2006
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BALANCE SHEET
as at 31 December 2005
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CLAR COMHARDAITHE
mar ata ar an 31 Nollaig 2004

2005 2004
€ €
Re-Stated
Fixed Assets (Note 6): So6cmhainni Seasta (Nota 6) 4,086,795 4,736,071
Current Assets Sécmhainni Reatha
Debtors Féichitnaithe agus
and Prepayments Réamh-iocaiochtai 471,130 546,362
Cash in bank Airgead sa bhanc
and on hand agus ar laimh 1,077,257 917,548
1,548,387 1,463,910
Current Liabilities Fiachais Reatha
Sundry Creditors [Il-Chreiditinaithe agus
and Accrued Expenses Costais Fabhraithe (1,559,498) (1,276,066)
Net Current Assets/(Liabilities) Sécmhainni Reatha Glan/(Fiachais) (11,111) 187,844
Total Assets Less Current Liabilities Sécmhainni lomlana Luide
before superannuation Fiachais Reatha roimh Aoisliintas 4,075,684 4,923,915
Deferred Superannuation Funding Maoinil Aoislitintais larchurtha 60,002,000 49,224,000

Superannuation Liabilities (Note 3(e))

Total Assets Less Current Liabilities

Fiachais Aoislitintais (Nota 3(e)) (60,002,000)

Sécmhainni lomlana

(49,224,000)

Luide Fiachais Reatha 4,075,684 4,923,915

Represented by Léirithe ag
Capital Account (Note 7) Cuntas Caipititil (Néta 7) 4,086,795 4,736,071
Income and Expenditure Account Cuntas loncaim agus Caiteachais (11,111) 187,844
4,075,684 4,923,915

The Statement of Accounting Policies, Cash Flow Statement and Notes 1 to 14 form part of these financial statements.

Ta an Raiteas ar Pholasaithe Cuntasaiochta, an Raiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid agus Nétai 1 go 14 ina bpairt de na raitis

airgeadais seo.

qu Tl ol W)
Ellen Morr{

John O’Connor
Chairperson

22 June 2006

s~ /L,; 6 londiln

Senior Administrative Officer

Séan O Conchir
Cathaoirleach
22 Meitheamh 2006

Cimlvr, Ni© Wi
Eibhlinn Ni Mhuirin
Oifigigh Riarachain Sinsearacha
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RAITEAS FAOI SHREABHADH

AIRGID
don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

CASH FLOW STATEMENT
for year ended 31 December 2005

Reconciliation of operating surplus/(deficit) to net cash inflow from operating activities

Réiteach de fharasbarr oibriochta/ (easnamh)go dti sreabhadh isteach glan é gniomhaiochtai oibriochta

2005 2004
€ €

Surplus/(deficit) for year Farasbarr/(easnamh)don bhliain (198,955) 384,659

Movement on Capital Account Gluaiseacht ar Chuntas Caipitiuil (649,276) (687,808)

Depreciation Dimheas 754,868 756,003

(Increase)/decrease in debtors (Méadu)/laghdu i bhféichiunaithe 75,232 (170,755)

Increase/(decrease) in creditors Méadu/(laghdu) i gereidiunaithe 283,432 431,155

Net Cash Insreabhadh airgid glan/

Inflow/(Outflow) (Sreabhadh amach) 265,301 713,254

Cash Flow Statement Réiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid

Net cash inflow/(outflow) from Insreabhadh airgid glan/(sreabhadh amach)

operating activities 6 ghniomhaiochtai oibriochta 265,301 713,254

Capital Expenditure (net of Disposals) Costas Caipitiuil (glan 6 Dhiuscairti) (105,592) (68,195)

Increase/(decrease) in cash Méadu/(laghdu)in airgead tirim 159,709 645,059

Reconciliation of net cash flow to Réiteach de shreabhadh airgid glan

movement in net funds go dti gluaiseacht i gcisti glan

Increase/(decrease) in cash in year Méadu/(laghdu) in airgead tirim sa bhliain 159,709 645,059

Net Funds at 1 January Cisti Glan ar 1 Eanair 917,548 272,489

Net Funds at 31 December Cisti Glan ar 31 Nollaig 1,077,257 917,548

The Statement of Accounting Policies and Notes 1 to 14 form part of these Financial Statements.

Ta an Raiteas ar Pholasaithe Cuntasaiochta agus Noétai 1 go dti 14 mar phairt de na raitis airgeadais seo.

O lovmsen oo : . o
Jaﬁm t/ug‘/t MW\D /«fw; 0/ londdln Cimwwy N vfbwlu/\./' ‘
John O’Connor Ellen Morri( Eibhlinn Ni Mhuirfl

Chairperson Senior Administrative Officer Oifigigh Riarachain Sinsearacha
22 June 2006

Séan O Conchir
Cathaoirleach
22 Meitheamh 2006
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2005

Note 1

Note 2

Fee Income

2005 2004
€ €

Fees received 2,460,496 1,982,523

Refunds (355,743) (311,115)

2,104,753 1,671,408

Salaries and Allowances

At 31 December 2005, the Board consisted of a
chairperson and nine ordinary members, (nine
members at the end of 2004) in accordance
with section 104 of the Planning and
Development Act, 2000. Membership of the
Board is wholetime.

At 31 December 2005, there were 133 whole-
time equivalent employees in the Board of which
41 were professional and 92 were
administrative. The average number of wholetime
equivalent employees during the year was 134.5
(128.3 in 2004). During 2005, the intake of
cases increased by 13% and the volume of
cases disposed of increased by 5%. Staffing
levels are approved by the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government
with the consent of the Minister for Finance.

2005 2004

€ €

Re-Stated

Salaries and Allowances 7,162,711 6,561,745
Superannuation Costs 3,646,967 3,382,869
Employers’ PRSI 418,812 374,071

11,228,490 10,318,685
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS

AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

Note 1

Ndta 2

loncam Taille
2005 2004
€ €
Tailli faighte 2,460,496 1,982,523
Aisiocanna (355,743) (311,115)

2,104,753 1,671,408

Tuarastail agus Liuntais

Ar 31 Nollaig 2005, bhi an Bord déanta suas de
Chathaoirleach agus ocht ngnath bhall, (daréag
ball ag deireadh 2004)maidir le halt 104 den
Acht Pleanala agus Forbartha, 2000. Ta
ballraiocht den Bhord lanaimseartha.

Ar 31 Nollaig 2005, bhi ionann agus 133 fostai
lanaimseartha sa Bhord ina raibh 41 gairmidil
agus bhi 92 riarthach. Ba é an mean uimhir
fostaithe ionann lanaimseartha i rith na bliana na
134.5 (128.3 i 2004). | rith 2005, mhéadaigh
an togail isteach de chasanna faoi 13% agus an
méid casanna a cuireadh de laimh faoi 5%. Ta
na leibhéil foirne formheasta ag an Aire
Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais Aititil le
cead an Aire Airgeadais.

2005 2004

€ €

Re-Stated

Tuarastail agus Liuntais 7,162,711 6,561,745
Costais Aoislitintais 3,646,967 3,382,869
IMAT na bhFostaithe 418,812 374,071

11,228,490 10,318,685
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2005

Note 3 Superannuation

@)

Superannuation Scheme

The Board operates a defined benefit scheme
that is unfunded.

The valuation used for FRS17 disclosures has
been based on an actuarial valuation on 11th
May 2006 by a qualified independent actuary to
take account of the requirements of FRS17 in
order to assess the scheme liabilities at 31st
December 2005. The financial assumptions used
to calculate scheme liabilities under FRS17 are

At31/12/05 At31/12/04 At 31/12/03

Discount rate 4.25% 4.75% 5.5%

Rate of expected
salary increase 3.25% 3.25% 3.5%

Rate of increase in
pensions payment 3.25% 3.25% 3.5%

Inflation 2.25% 2.25% 2.5%

Net Deferred Funding for Pensions in year

2005 2004
(€,000) (€,000)

Funding recoverable in respect of the current
year:

Superannuation costs 3,893 3,405

State grant applied to

pay pensioners (694) (618)
3,199 2,787

Analysis of total pension costs charged to
Expenditure

2005 2004

(€,000) (€,000)

Current service cost 1,484 1,320
Interest on Superannuation

Scheme Liabilities 2,409 2,085

Employee Contributions (246) (22)

3,647 3,383
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS

AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

Note 3

Aoisliintas
Scéim Aoisliuntais

Feidhmionnn an Bord scéim sochair sainmhinithe
nach bhfuil maoinithe.

Ta an luachail a Usaidtear do nochtadh FRS17
bunaithe ar luachail achttire déanta ar 110
Bealtaine 2006 ag achtuire cailithe
neamhspleach chun riachtanais FRS17 a chur
san aireamh d’fhonn fiachais na scéime a
mheasunu ar 310 Nollaig 2005. Is iad na
foshuimh airgeadais a Usaidtear chun fiachais na
scéime a riomh faoi FRS17 na

At 31/12/05 At31/12/04 At 31/12/03

Rata lascaine 4.25% 4.75% 5.5%
Rata ardaithe
tuarastail measta  3.25% 3.25% 3.5%

Rata méadaithe in
jocaiochtai i bpinsin 3.25% 3.25% 3.5%

Boilscit 2.25% 2.25% 2.5%

Maoiniu larchurtha Glan do Phinsin sa bhliain
2005 2004
(€,000) (€,000)

Maoinit inaisghafa maidir le costais aoisliintais
na bliana reatha:

Costais aoisliiintais 3,893 3,405

Deontas stait chun

pinsinéiri a ioc (694) (618)
3,199 2,787

Anailis ar chostais phinsin iomlan gearrtha ar
Chaiteachas

2005 2004
(€,000) (€,000)
Costas Seirbhise Reatha 1,484 1,320
Us ar Fhiachais na
Scéime Aoislitintais 2,409 2,085
Ranniocaiochtai
na bhfostaithe (246) (22)
3,647 3,383




NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2005

(d)

Deferred Funding Asset for Superannuation (d)

The Board recognises these amounts as an asset
corresponding to the unfunded deferred liability
for superannuation on the basis of a number of
past events. These events include the statutory
basis for the establishment of the
superannuation scheme, and the policy and
practice in relation to funding public service
superannuation including contributions by
employees and the annual estimates process.
While there is no formal agreement regarding
these specific amounts with the Department of
Environment, Heritage and Local Government,
the Board has no evidence that this funding
policy will not continue to meet such sums in
accordance with current practice. The deferred
funding asset for superannuation at 31
December 2005 amounts to €60 million (2004:
€49.2 million).

Movement in Net Pension Liability during the (e)
financial year
2005 2004

(€,000) (€,000)
Net Pension Liability
at 1 January (49,224) (36,584)
Current Service Cost (1,484) (1,320)
Past Service Cost 0 0

Other Finance Income (2,409) (2,085)

Actuarial loss
recognised in STRGL (6,885) (9,235)

Net Pension Liability

at 31 December (60,002) (49,224)
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS

AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

Sécmhainn Mhaoinithe larchurtha do
Aoislidntas

Aithnionn an Bord na méideanna dlite mar
shécmhainn comhsheasmhach leis an bhfiachas
iarchurtha neamh-mhaoinithe do aoisliintas ar
bhonn roinnt eachtrai a tharla roimhe seo. San
aireamh sna heachtrai seo ta bund na scéime
aoislitntais, agus an pholasai agus an
chleachtais maidir le haoisliintais a mhaoinid
don statseirbhis lena n-airitear ranniocaiochtai ag
fostaithe agus an proiseas measunaithe bliantuil.
Cé nach bhfuil aon chomhaontd foirmitil leis an
Roinn Comhshaoil, Oidhreachta agus Rialtais
Aitigil maidir leis na méideanna seo ar leith, nil
aon fhianaise ag an mBord nach leanfaidh an
polasai maoinithe le méideanna da leithéid a
chomhlionadh i gcomhréir le cleachtas reatha. Is
€ an ts6cmhainn mhaoinithe iarchurtha ar 31
Nollaig 2005 n& €60 milliin (2004: €49.2
millian).

Gluaiseacht san Fhiachas Pinsin Glan le linn
na bliana airgeadais

2005 2004
(€,000) (€,000)

Fiachas Pinsin Glan

ar 1 Eanair (49,224) (36,584)

Costas Seirbhise Reatha (1,484) (1,320)
Costas Seirbhise Cheana 0 0
loncam Airgeadais Eile (2,409) (2,085)

Caillteanas achtuire
aitheanta san RGCA (6,885) (9,235)

Fiachas Pinsin Glan

ar 31 Nollaig (60,002) (49,224)
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS

STATEMENTS AIRGEADAIS
for year ended 31 December 2005 don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

(f) History of experience gains and losses
) Stair na ngnéthachan agus na gcaillteanas taithi
2005 2004 2003
€,000 €,000 €,000
Experience gains/(losses) Gnéthachain/(caillteanais) taithi
on scheme liabilities ar fhiachais na scéime
Amount Méid (1,189) (1,365) (2,111)
Percentage of present value Céatadéan de luach reatha
of scheme liabilities fhiachais na scéime (2.0%) (2.8%) (5.8%)
Actuarial gain/(loss) recognised in Gnothachan/(caillteanas) achtuire aitheanta sa
Statement of Recognised Réiteas ar Ghndthachain agus
Gains and Losses Chaillteanais Aitheanta
€,000 €,000 £,000
Amount Méid (6,885) (9,235) (2,111)
Percentage of present value Céatadéan de luach reatha
of scheme liabilities fhiachais na scéime (11.5%) (18.8%) (5.8%)
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2005

Note 4 Establishment Expenses

Note 5

Costais Bhunaiochta
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS

AIRGEADAIS

don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

2005 2004
€ €

Rent and Service Charge (Note 11)  Cios agus Taille Seirbhise (N6ta 11) 1,825,621 1,814,180
Repairs and Maintenance Deisit agus Cothabhail 53,462 95,795
Insurance Arachas 48,645 52,326
Light and Heat Teas agus Solas 107,692 95,484
Depreciation Dimheas 754,868 756,003
Total lomlan 2,790,288 2,813,788
Operating Expenses
Costais Oibriochta

2005 2004

€000 €000
Travel and Subsistence Taisteal agus Maireachtail 394,097 381,577
Legal Fees (Note 9) Tailli DIi (Néta 9) 1,469,392 1,419,794
Office Equipment and Stationery Trealamh Oifige agus Staiseandireacht 264,285 270,166
Information and Teicneolaiocht Fhaisnéise
Communications Technology agus Chumarséide 129,865 110,673
Printing and Books Leabhair agus Clo 39,922 36,442
Statutory Notices Fograi Reachtula 259,748 251,220
Recruitment, Staff Training Earcaiocht,Traenail Fhoirne agus
and Development and Conferences Forbairt agus Comhdhalacha 230,522 213,086
Telephone and Postage Guthan agus Post 200,591 185,178
Consultants’ Fees Tailli agus Seirbhisi
and Services (Note 10) Combhairleora (No6ta 10) 1,771,315 1,713,556
Audit Fees Talilli Inidchta 16,800 13,200
Sundries [Inithe 4,546 4,175
Total lomlan 4,781,083 4,599,067
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS

AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2005

Note 6 Fixed Assets
Sécmhainni Seasta
Léas-sheilbh Troscain Trealamh lomlan
Aitreabh & Feisteas
Leasehold Furniture & Equipment Total
Premises Fittings
€ € € €
Cost Costas
Balance at 01/01/05 larmhéid ar 01/01/05 6,449,704 76,771 1,128,489 7,654,964
Additions Breis 0 3,395 104,262 107,657
Disposals Cur de Laimh 0 0 (28,517) (28,517)
Balance at 31/12/05 larmhéid ar 31/12/05 6,449,704 80,166 1,204,234 7,734,104
Depreciation Dimheas
Balance at 01/01/05 larmhéid ar 01/01/05 1,931,250 41,349 946,294 2,918,893
Charge for the year Téille don bhliain 644,970 16,032 93,866 754,868
Disposals Cur de Laimh 0 0 (26,452) (26,452)
Balance at 31/12/05 larmhéid ar 31/12/05 2,576,220 57,381 1,013,708 3,647,309
Net Book Value Luach Leabhair Glan
31 December 2005 31 Nollaig 2005 3,873,484 22,785 190,526 4,086,795
31 December 2004 31 Nollaig 2004 4,518,454 35,422 182,195 4,736,071
Note 7 Capital Account
Cuntas Caipitiuil
2005 2004
€ €
Balance at 1 January larmhéid ar 1 Eanair 4,736,071 5,423,879
- Income allocated for capital - loncam roinnte ar mhaithe le cuspairi
purposes (net of asset disposals) caipitidla (glan ¢ dhidscairti sécmhainne) 105,592 68,195
- Amortisation in line - Amuchadh de réir
with asset depreciation dimheasa sécmhainni (754,868) (756,003)
Transfer from/(to) Income Tarchuir 6/(go dti)Cuntas
and Expenditure Account loncaim agus Caiteachais (649,276) (687,808)
Balance at 31 December larmhéid ar 31 Nollaig 4,086,795 4,736,071
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2005

Note 8

Note 9

Contingencies with Regard To Legal
Actions

There is a contingent liability of an undetermined
amount as a result of legal actions against the
Board in relation to its decisions on planning
appeals and other cases. It is the Board’s policy
to contest such actions, where appropriate.

Recoverable Legal Costs

As indicated at 8 in the Statement of Accounting
Policies, certain legal costs are initially borne by

the Board and recovery is pursued. The situation
in 2005 regarding these costs was as follows:-

2005 2004
€ €

Outstanding at

1 January 1,960,679 1,397,118

Recovered

during year * (662,066) (235,434)

Recoverable costs

arising during year 1,643,303 798,995

Costs written-off

during year (229,503) Nil

Outstanding at

31 December 2,712,413 1,960,679

The Board is currently reviewing the recoverability
potential of the above costs. It is anticipated that
a substantial amount thereof will not be
recovered.

1 The amount recovered was netted to legal fees in the
current year.
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS

AIRGEADAIS
don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2005

Nota 8

Nota 9

Teagmhasai maidir le Caingne DIi

Ta dliteanas teagmhasach do mhéid
neamhchinntithe de bharr caingne dli i gcoinne
an Bhoird maidir lena chinneadh ar achomhairc
phleanéla agus chasanna eile. Is é polasai an
Bhoird dul i gconspaid lena leithéid de chaingne,
mar is cui.

Costaisi DIi Infhaighte Ar Ais

Mar a taispeantar ag 8 sa Raiteas ar Pholasaithe
Cuntasaiochta, iompraionn an Bord costais
airithe dli i dtosach agus leantar le hathghabhail.
Is € mar ata i 2005 maidir leis na costais seo na
mar a leanas:

2005 2004
€ €

Gan ioc

ar 1 Eanair 1,960,679 1,397,118

Athghafa i rith

na bliana * (662,066) (235,434)

Costais infhaighte ar

ais i rith na bliana 1,643,303 798,995

Costais discriofa i rith

na bliana (229,503) Nil

Gan ioc

ar 31 Nollaig 2,712,413 1,960,679

T4 an Bord ag déanamh athbhreithnithe faoi
lathair ar fhéidearthacht athghabhala na gcostas
thuasluaite. Tathar ag réamhghabhail go mbeidh
moran den mhéid gan athghabhail.

1 Bhian méid a athghabhadh glanta le tailli dli sa bhliain
reatha.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS
for year ended 31 December 2005

Note 10 Consultants’ Fees and Services

In accordance with section 120(2) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000, the Board
engages part-time consultant inspectors on a
fee-per-case basis in accordance with rates
approved by the Minister for the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government with the consent
of the Minister for Finance. In addition, the
Board engages, in accordance with section 124
of the Act, other consultants and advisors, as it
is necessary for the performance of its functions.
In 2005, about 37% of all inspectors’ reports
came from consultant inspectors and their fees,
along with associated costs relating to recording
of oral hearings, accounted for nearly 95% of all
consultancy fees and services costs.

Note 11 Premises

In October 2001, the Board acquired and paid
rent on new premises at 64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1 on a 25 year lease. The Board moved
into its new premises on 28th January 2002.
The Board was responsible for the fit out and
certain other costs related to leasing the new
premises.

The costs in relation to the new premises, other
than normal establishment and operating costs,
were allocated for capital purposes and included
under Leasehold Premises in the Fixed Assets.
Ongoing improvements to the premises are
treated in a similar manner.

The financial commitment on the above lease is
the annual rent (which is subject to a 5 year rent
review). At present it is €1,108,497.

Note 12 Board Members & Staff Interests

Board members and certain staff are required to
make declarations/disclosures of interests in
accordance with the provisions of the Planning
and Development Act 2000.

Section 147 of the 2000 Act provides for
statutory declarations by members and certain
staff in relation to certain interests. A register of
interests is maintained by the Secretary in
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accordance with section 147 of the Act and is
available for public inspection during office
hours.

Section 148 of the 2000 Act relates to
disclosures regarding a pecuniary or other
beneficial interest in, or which is material to, any
appeal or other matter to be determined by the
Board. In 2005, members made no disclosures
and staff made three (3) disclosures.

Note 13 Code of Conduct and Ethics

The Code of Practice for State Bodies requires a
written code of conduct for Board members. A
Code in compliance with the guidelines is in
operation and members are required to make
declarations of interests to the Secretary on an
annual basis.

In addition, members and certain staff are
subject to the requirements of the Ethics in
Public Office Acts 1995 and 2001, and yearly
statements of registrable interests are made
under the Acts. The Acts require that the
statements of Board members be furnished to
the Public Offices Commission every year. In
2005, all members made statements in
accordance with the Acts.

Under section 150 of the Planning and
Development Act 2000, the Board has adopted
a code of conduct for dealing with conflicts of
interest and promoting public confidence in the
integrity of the conduct of its business. The code
applies to members, certain staff and other
persons whose services are availed of by the
Board. In 2005, one (1) member, three (3) staff
and one (1) consultant made disclosures under
the Code.

Note 14 Approval of Financial Statements

The Board approved the financial statements on
22 June 2006.

2005
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APPENDIX 11
REPORT OF THE COMPTROLLER
AND AUDITOR GENERAL

Report of the Comptroller and Auditor
General for presentation to the
Houses of the Oireachtas

| have audited the financial statements of An Bord Pleanéala
for the year ended 31 December 2005 under the Planning
and Development Act, 2000.

The financial statements, which have been prepared under
the accounting policies set out therein, comprise the
Accounting Policies, the Income and Expenditure Account,
the Statement of Total Recognised Gains and Losses, the
Balance Sheet, the Cash Flow Statement and the related
notes.

Respective Responsibilities of the Board and the
Comptroller and Auditor General

An Bord Pleandla is responsible for preparing the financial
statements in accordance with the Planning and
Development Act, 2000 and for ensuring the regularity of
transactions. An Bord Pleanala prepares the financial
statements in accordance with Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice in Ireland. The accounting
responsibilities of the Members of the Board are set out in
the Statement of Board Responsibilities.

My responsibility is to audit the financial statements in
accordance with relevant legal and regulatory requirements
and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland).

| report my opinion as to whether the financial statements
give a true and fair view, in accordance with Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland. | also report
whether in my opinion proper books of account have been
kept. In addition, | state whether the financial statements
are in agreement with the books of account.

| report any material instance where moneys have not been
applied for the purposes intended or where the transactions
do not conform to the authorities governing them.

| also report if | have not obtained all the information and
explanations necessary for the purposes of my audit.
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| review whether the Statement on the System of Internal
Financial Control reflects the Board’s compliance with the
Code of Practice for the Governance of State Bodies and
report any material instance where it does not do so, or if
the statement is misleading or inconsistent with other
information of which | am aware from my audit of the
financial statements. | am not required to consider whether
the Statement on the System of Internal Financial Control
covers all financial risks and controls, or to form an opinion
on the effectiveness of the risk and control procedures.

Basis of Audit Opinion

In the exercise of my function as Comptroller and Auditor
General, | conducted my audit of the financial statements in
accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
and Ireland) issued by the Auditing Practices Board and by
reference to the special considerations which attach to
State bodies in relation to their management and operation.
An audit includes examination, on a test basis, of evidence
relevant to the amounts and disclosures and regularity of
the financial transactions included in the financial
statements. It also includes an assessment of the
significant estimates and judgments made in the
preparation of the financial statements, and of whether the
accounting policies are appropriate to the Board’s
circumstances, consistently applied and adequately
disclosed.

| planned and performed my audit so as to obtain all the
information and explanations that | considered necessary in
order to provide me with sufficient evidence to give
reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free
from material misstatement, whether caused by fraud or
other irregularity or error. In forming my opinion | also
evaluated the overall adequacy of the presentation of
information in the financial statements.
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Scridaim an Raiteas maidir leis an Céras um Riall
Inmheénach Airgeadais le féachaint an léiritear ann gur
chomhlion an Bord an Cod Cleachtais maidir le Rialachas
Combhlachtai Stait agus tuairiscim ar aon chas abhartha
nach ndéanann sé amhlaidh, né més rud é go bhfuil an
raiteas mithreorach né nach dtagann sé le faisnéis eile ata
ar eolas agam de bharr na raitis airgeadais a bheith inidchta
agam. Ni cheanglaitear orm a bhreithniu cibé an gclidaionn
an Raiteas maidir leis an Coras um Riald Inmheanach
Airgeadais gach priacal agus rialG airgeadais, na teacht ar
thuairim maidir le héifeachtacht na ndsanna imeachta
maidir le priacail agus riald.

An Bunds atd le mo Thuairim ar na Raitis

| mbun m’fheidhme mar Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste,
rinne mé m’inidchadh ar na raitis airgeadais de réir
Caighdean Idirnaisiinta maidir le hinitchéireacht (Riocht
Aontaithe agus Eire) arna n-eisitint ag an mBord um
Chleachtais Initchoéireachta agus tri thagairt a dhéanamh do
na nithe ar leith is ga a chur san aireamh i ndail le cursai
bainisteoireachta agus oibritichain a ghabhann le
comhlachtai Stait. Déantar scradd mar chuid den
inilchadh, ar bhonn tastala, ar fhianaise a bhaineann le
suimeanna agus rialtacht na n-idirbheart airgeadais a
chuirtear san aireamh sna raitis airgeadais, agus leis na
hidirbhearta a fhoilsitear iontu. Chomh maith leis sin,
cuimsionn an t-inidichadh meastnacht ar na meastachain
agus ar na breitheanna suntasacha a rinneadh agus na
raitis airgeadais a n-ullmhd, agus measunacht le féachaint
an n-oireann na beartais chuntasaiochta don bhail ata ar
chdrsai an Bhoird, ar feidhmiodh na beartais sin ar
bhealach leaninach agus ar foilsiodh iad ar bhealach
sasuil.

Phleanail mé agus rinne mé m’initichadh sa chaoi is go
bhfaighinn an fhaisnéis agus na minithe ar fad a mheas mé
a bheith riachtanach ionas go mbeadh leordhéthain fianaise
agam a d’fhagfadh cinnteacht réastnach ann go bhfuil na
raitis airgeadais saor 6 mhiraiteas abhartha, cibé acu
calaois n6 neamhrialtacht eile n6 earréid is cuis leis sin. |
dteacht ar mo thuairim, rinne mé meastoireacht ar a
shéasula is a cuireadh faisnéis i lathair sna raitis airgeadais
san iomlan freisin.
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Opinion

In my opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair
view, in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice in Ireland, of the state of the Board’s affairs at 31
December 2005 and of its income and expenditure for the
year then ended.

In my opinion, proper books of account have been kept by
the Board. The financial statements are in agreement with
the books of account.

Gerard Smyth
For and on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General

29 June 2006

An Bord Pleanala | annual report 2005

Tuairim

Is € mo thuairim go dtugann na raitis airgeadais léargas
florcheart, de réir Cleachtais Chuntasaiochta a nGlactar Leis
go Coitianta in Eirinn, ar riocht ghnéthai an Bhoird ag 31
Nollaig 2005 agus ar a ioncam agus ar a chaiteachas don
bhliain dar crioch sin.

Is € mo thuairim go raibh leabhair chuntais chui coinnithe
ag an mBord. Ta na raitis airgeadais ag teacht leis na
leabhair chuntais.

Gerard Smyth
Le haghaidh agus thar cheann an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus
Ciste

29 Meitheamh 2006
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