Our Case Number: ABP-314597-22
Your Reference: The Courts Service

Tobin Consulting Engineers
Fairgreen House

Fairgreen Road
Galway
H91 AXKS

Date: 04 July 2023

Re: BusConnects Galway Cross-City Link Scheme.
University Road to Dublin Road, Galway City.

Dear Sir/ Madam,

An
Bord
Pleanala

An Bord Pleandla has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned case. The

contents of your submission have been noted.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board.

Please quote the above-mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

Qud L 0

Niamh Thornton

Executive Officer

Direct Line: 01-8737247
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Niamh Thornton

— N —————
From: LAPS
Sent: Tuesday 4 July 2023 12:59
To: Niamh Thornton
Subject: FW: Ref 314597-22 Courts Service
Attachments: Courts Service Submission with Appendices 04.07.2023.PDF;

doc00827920230606151158.pdf; doc00828020230606151224.pdf

From: Bord <bord@pleanala.ie>

Sent: Tuesday, July 4, 2023 12:38 PM

To: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie>

Subject: FW: Ref 314597-22 Courts Service

From: Gary O'Doherty <odohertygr@courts.ie>

Sent: Tuesday, July 4, 2023 12:34 PM

To: Bord <bord@pleanala.ie>

Cc: Eamon Mooney <EamonnMooney@courts.ie>; Josephine Mulherin <JosephineCMulherin@Courts.ie>; Emma
Potts <EmmaPotts@courts.ie>

Subject: Ref 314597-22 Courts Service

A chara,

Please find attached electronic copy of our response to your letters to our Chief Executive Officer dated 31 May and
2 June last. We lodged a hard copy of this submission in your offices this morning.

We look forward to notification of oral hearing date in this respect. Please let us know if anything further is required

Regards

Gary O'Doherty, Head of Estates

Estates Management Unit

An tSeirbhis Chuirteanna, 15 - 24 Sraid an Fhionnuisce Thuaidh, Baile Atha Cliath 7
The Courts Service, Phoenix House, 15 - 24 Phoenix Street North, Dublin 7

odohertygr@courts.ie M: 087 9018141 . T: 01 8886010

courts.ie

®
& ' An tSeirbhis Chuirteanna
Courts Service



Cuimhnigh ar an timpeallacht sula ndéanann ti an riomhphost seo a phriontiil
Please consider the environment before printing this email

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are
addressed. Any review, re transmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this e-mall in error, please delete all coples and inform the
sender. It Is policy of the Courts Service to scan all e-mail for viruses and content may be monitored for offensive or inappropriate material as
defined in the Courts Service Acceptable Usage Policy. If this e-mail has been found to contain a virus or if you deem the contents to be
offensive or inappropriate please contact the Courts Service IT Security at [TSecurity@courts.ie
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nd aondin seachas an faighteoir beartaithe. Ma fuair ti an riomhphost seo tri dhearmad, scrios gach cdip agus cuir an seoltéir ar an eolas faoli.
Is € beartas na Seirbhise Ciirteanna gach riomhphost a scanadh le haghaidh vireas agus d'fhéadfadh sé go ndéanfar monatéireacht ar dbhar
chun gnéithe urghrénna né michuf a aimsid de réir mar a shainmhinitear iad i mBeartas Usdide Inghlactha na Seirbhise Ctirteanna. M4
fhaightear vireas sa riomhphost seo, né ma cheapann ti go bhfuil an t-dbhar urghrénna né michuf, téigh i dteagmhail le Sl4nd4il TF na
Seirbhise Ciirteanna ag ITSecurity@courts.ie




Ref HA61.314597 BCG Courts Service Submission

Page 2

Project Manager
For and on behalf of TOBIN Consulting Engineers

Declan.meehan@tobin.ie

Tobin Consulting Engineers,
Fairgreen House

Fairgreen Road

Galway

H91 AXKS8
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CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Excellence inEngineering woww tobinie
Fairgreen House Block 10-4, Market Square Ducart Suite
Fairgreen Road Blanchardstown Corporate Park Castlebar Castletroy Commercial Campus
Galway Dublin Mayo Limerick
H91AXKS D15 X98N F23Y427 V94 Y6FD
Tel: + 353 (0)91 565211 Tel: +353(0)1 8030401 Tel: +353(0)94 9021401 Tel: +353(0)61574413
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Our Ref: 11571 17/11/2022
Offices of An Bord
Pleanala,

64 Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1,

D01V9202

RE: HA61.314597 University Road to Dublin Road, Galway
Proposed development: - BusConnects Galway- An Bord Pleanala - SID Application
Submission via ABP https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/314597 portal

Dear Sirs/Madam,

We act on behalf of the Courts Service and wish to make a submission to this SID Application HA61.314597
University Road to Dublin Road, Galway, on their instruction.

Please find enclosed in respect of the above application a copy of a submission on behalf of the Courts Service with
reference to Galway Courthouse.

Address of Courts Service

The Courts Service, Phoenix House, 15 - 24 Phoenix Street North, Dublin 7

Address of Property
Galway Courthouse, Courthouse Square, Galway, Co. Galway. H91 CDTé

If you require any further information, please contact the undersigned.

Yours sincerely

Decton Medor (Hient

Directors: M. Shelly (Chairman) C. McGovern (Managing Director) E. Connaughton (Company Secretary)
BJ.Downes D.Grehan M.McDonnell J.McGrath
B.Carroll S.Kelly S.Tinnelly

Technical Directors: B.Gallagher B.Heaney C,Kelly

Associate Directors: M.Casey P.Cloonan P.Cunningham E.Fenton N.Gibbons G.Gibson L.Kennedy T.Mackey D.Meade P.O'Connor
J.O'Flaherty B.Rudden

Co. Reg. No. 42654 - Registered Office: Fairgreen House, Fairgreen Road, Galway H91 AXKS. Ireland.



Given the position of the Courts Service as set out above, the Courts Service request that GCC consider an
alternative proposal which would not require the CPO of the Lands. The alternative proposal may be
summarised as follows below:

1. Retention of the current pedestrian walkway along the river and addition of a cycleway to be
constructed along Waterside at the rear of the Courthouse (but without interfering with the Lands);

2. The traffic flow on Waterside at the rear of the Courthouse to be reversed allowing prison vans of
the Irish Prison Service and Garda vehicles to access St Vincent’s Avenue (R863) from the rear of
the Courthouse;

Where such alternative proposal is adopted by GCC the significant and serious concerns of the Courts Service
would be alleviated and the Courts Service would support the proposal fully with no further objection.
Yours sincerely

A LftL %’f &64

Angela Denning
Chief Executive Officer
Courts Service




into a pedestrianised area this will severely affect the operation and functioning, and thereby the
viability, of the Courthouse that deals with a full schedule of District and Circuit civil and criminal
actions as well as accommodating the High Court on circuit for over eight weeks a year.

3. The proposed CPO and development of the pedestrianised area would also have a direct impact on
the Courts Service’s capacity to provide for separate circulation routes within the Courthouse which
are required particularly for criminal court venues and will impact on our ability to comply with the
EU Victims Directive (Directive 2012/29/EV) in that respect.

4. While the Courts Service fully endorses the prioritisation of sustainable transport options including
public transport, cycling and walking, the Scheme requires the removal of the car parking spaces
from the Lands that are available for Court staff, where many staff are residing far outside the city’s
environs and have no alternative to commuting into the city. It is expected that this will cause an
issue for the availability of Courts Service staff. These spaces are also used by visiting Judges and staff
of the High Court for more than eight weeks of each year for various court business. It will also
seriously curtail the capacity of Courts Service staff to transport sensitive documents as this area is
used to load and unload these documents.

S. Security Risk: The pedestrianisation of this area without allowance for the Gardal and the Irish Prison
Service parking to the rear of the Courthouse presents a significant security risk for the Courthouse
and for the general public as a whole. Separately, as this is the entrance used by staff, jury members
and the judiciary to access the Courthouse, where this becomes a pedestrian plaza this presents
serious security concerns for those persons, and in particular for the judiciary who may use this
access outside of normal working hours and at weekends where necessary. It is also a particular
security concern with respect to jury members as the significant increase in public access and use of
the Lands would expose them to considerably greater risk of interference or intimidation by
interested parties.

6. The area at the rear of the Courthouse consists of meeting rooms that are used for client and counsel
meetings and discussions of the most private, privileged and confidential nature which could
potentially be overheard by members of the public and third parties where a pedestrianised plaza
abuts the Courthouse.

7. The location of the new pedestrian plaza adjacent to the rear to the Courthouse may also present a
security risk to staff, jury members, judiciary and the building itself, in circumstances where the space
could be used for public gatherings or anti-social behaviour and could result in damage to the rear
of the Courthouse. This could potentially cause further issues and interrupt the day to day running
of the Courthouse.

8. Planning Submission: In parallel to this observation, Tobin Consulting Engineers have been engaged
on behalf of the Courts Service to make a Submission on the BusConnects Galway SID Application
HA61.314597, the contents of which you are referred.

The Courts Service is opposed to the CPO and development proposal of the lands adjacent to the rear of the
Courthouse given the security, operational and planning concerns set out herein and in the Submission
referred to above. While as a statutory public body, the Courts Service supports the State’s and the GCC's
proposals in principal to introduce the BusConnects route in Galway, this cannot be to the detriment of the
operation of the courts system in Galway and the functionality of the Courthouse which currently
accommodates the District Court, Circuit Court and High Court on circuit dealing with both civil and criminal
matters.
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An tSeirbhis Chuirteanna
Courts Service

The Secretary,
An Bord Pleandla,
64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1
D01 V902
Our Ref: Your Ref: KA61.314654 Date:
17" November 2022
Proposal: BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link (University Road to Dublin Road), Compulsory
Purchase Order No. CCL-CPO-001, 202
CPO Reference No. 314654
Case Type: Local Authority Road CPO - Application
Decision Due: To be decided by 03/04/2023
Dear Secretary,

| refer to the above Local Authority Road CPO Application submitted by Galway County Council (“GCC”) for
confirmation of a compulsory purchase order (“CPO”) in relation to the BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link
(University Road to Dublin Road) Scheme (the “Scheme”) to An Bord Pleandla (“ABP”) pursuant to section 76
and the Third Schedule of the Housing Act 1966.

On behalf of the Courts Service, of Phoenix House, Smithfield, Dublin 7, the independent corporate body that
was established by statute to manage the courts, support the judiciary and provide a high-quality and
professional service to all users of the Courts, | wish to make an Observation in relation to the Scheme and
the proposal to CPO part of the Courts Service lands adjacent to the Galway Courthouse. No fee is payable
for this observation as the Courts Service is an impacted land owner.

The Scheme relates to the introduction of a bus way through the city of Galway and it is proposed that lands
that are owned by the Courts Service (the “Lands”) will be acquired by GCC by CPO to provide for the
construction of a pedestrianised plaza at the rear of Galway Courthouse, which the Courts Service oppose.
On behalf of the Courts Service, | wish to make the following observations in opposition to the proposed
CPO:

1. Failure to Engage: The Courts Service is an interested party and affected landowner by reason of the
proposed CPO, but it was not consulted with on the proposal to CPO its lands to see if an
accommodation could be reached. The Courts Service were only notified of the Scheme on 2
September 2022. By that time, the public non-statutory consultation process was long since
complete, a formal pre-application consultation with ABP had been lodged in October 2021 and
closed in May 2022 and GCC had engaged with, met with and provided accommodations for various
stakeholders and other interested groups potentially affected by the Scheme. No substantive
engagement between GCC and the Courts Service in relation to the Scheme has taken place.

2. Impact on Accessibility: The removal of the direct road access to the rear of the Courthouse is of
serious concern to the Courts Service as it will impact directly on the accessibility and functionality
of the Courthouse. At present the rear of the Courthouse, where there are two entrances, is used as
an access point for the judiciary, the Courthouse staff, jury members, the Gardai and, most
significantly, is used for the transfer of prisoners to and from the Courthouse by the Gardai and the
Irish Prison Service. Should the road access to the rear of the Courthouse be removed and subsumed

Aingeal Nf Dhuinnin, Priomh Fheidhmeannach, AN tSEIRBHIS CHUIRTEANNA, Aras an Fhionn Uisce,
15/24 Srdid an Fhionn Uisce Thuaidh, Margadh na Feirme, Baile Atha Cliath 7 D07 F95Y.

Angela Denning, Chief Executive Officer, COURTS SERVICE, Phoenix House, 15/24 Phoenix Street North, Smithfield, Dublin 7 D07 F95Y.
Teileafon/Telephone: 01 888 6426 Riomhphost/Email: officeoftheceo@courts.ie Liithredn Gréasdin/VVebsite: htep:/iwww.courts.ie



and to achleve sustainability in line with Government policy and the targets which have been set, this cannot be
to the detriment of the operation of the courts system in Galway and the functionality of the Courthouse which
currently accommodates the District Court, Circuit Court and High Court on circuit dealing with both civil and
criminal matters.

2, Oral hearing under section 218 of the Planning & Development Act 2000

We note from your letter dated 31 May 2023 that the Board intends to hold an oral hearing pursuant to section
218 of the 2000 Act. We confirm that the Courts Service will be represented at the oral hearing.

Yours Sincerely

(el ol
Angela Denning
Chief Executive Officer

22310838.3 2
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COURTS SERVICE
An tSeirbhis Chuirteanna

Niamh Thornton
An Bord Pleanéla,

64 Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1

D01 V902

Our Ref: Your Ref: Date:
ABP-314654-22 4* July 2023

RE: BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link (Proposed Road Development)
(Case Number ABP-314597-22)
BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link (Compulsory Purchase Order)
{Case Number ABP-314654-22)
Compulsory Purchase Order No. CCL-CPO-001, 2022
(together the “Scheme”)

Dear Sir/Madam

We refer to the Scheme and your letters dated 31 May and 2 June 2023.
1. Submission under section 217A of the Planning & Development Act 2000

On 17 November 2022 the Courts Service lodged a submission (“Submission 1”) with An Bord Pleanéla {the
“Board”) in relation to the proposed CPO of the Courts Service’s lands by Galway City Council (“GCC”). On 18
November 2022, Tobin Consulting Engineers on behalf of the Courts Service lodged a submission (“Submission 2”)
in response to the proposed road development by GCC. A copy of Submission 1 and Submission 2 are appended
at Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 respectively.

On 8 February 2023 GCC lodged its observations on the proposed Scheme Submissions and CPO Objections to the
Board in relation to the proposed road development and in relation to the proposed compulsory purchase order
(the “GCC Report”). A copy of the GCC Report is appended at Appendix 3 herein.

Without prejudice to Submission 1 and Submission 2, the Courts Service confirms its agreement with and adoption
of GCC's proposal contained in the GCC Report to amend the extent of the Proposed Scheme, by way of condition
to the grant of planning permission, to remove any proposed adjustment to Galway Courthouse property and thus
remove the Galway Courthouse lands from the Compulsory Purchase Order, subject always to this being
acceptable to the Board.

However, in circumstances where the proposal contained in the GCC Report is not acceptable to the Board, the
Courts Service’s position in relation to the Scheme remains as set out in Submission 1 and Submission 2. In this
regard the Courts Service is strongly opposed to the CPO and development proposal of the lands adjacent to the
rear of Galway Courthouse given the security, operational and planning concerns as set out in Submission 1 and
Submission 2.

While as a statutory public body, the Courts Service fully supports the State’s and the GCC'’s proposals in principal
to introduce the BusConnects route in Galway to improve public transport, address climate change across treland

ESTATES AND BUILDINGS UNIT, Courts Service, Phoenix House, 15/24 Phoenix Street North, Smithfield, Dublin 7.
STIURTHOIREACHT ESTAT AGUS FOIRGNEAMH, An tSeirbhis Chiirteanna, Aras an Fhionn Uisce, 15/24 Sriid an Fhionnuisce Thuaidh, Margadh na Feirme, Baile Atha Cliath 7.
Telephone/Teileafén: 01 888 6000 Fax/Facsuimhir: 01 888 6005 Website/Léithrein Gréasdin: http:/iwww.courts.ie
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

We have beeninstructed by our Client, the Courts Service to make a planning submission to the
SID Application, to An Bord Pleandla, (Case Ref. HA61.314597) as they are an impacted
landowner who have planning grounds for concern relating to the proposed scheme.

The Courts Service is responsible for the administration and management of the courts in
Ireland. Its primary functions are to:

manage the courts

support the judges

provide information on the courts system to the public and
provide court buildings and facilities for court users.

e & & o

Galway City Council has applied to An Bord Pleanala, under Section 51 of the Roads Act 1993,
for the proposed BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link scheme, with the application currently
on official public display. (SID Case Reference HA61.314597 University Road to Dublin Road,
Galway)

It is in the context of the important role of the Courts Service for the administration and
management of the courts in Galway, that we make this submission on behalf of The Courts
Service, which relates to lands in their ownership, which are directly impacted upon by the
proposals.i.e.,, Galway Courthouse and associated curtilage. Please see site location map (Figure
1).

There is a separate CPO process running concurrently which the Courts Service has made
submissions on separately. (CPO Case Reference KA61314654, University Road to Dublin
Road, Galway)

The overall aims of BusConnects Galway and its general layout are supported by the Courts
Service. The proposal will be a welcome improvement to the city centre bringing enhancements
to the public realm and removing heavy traffic from the core shopping and CBD area. The vision
of Galway City Council and NTA is to be commended, in this regard.

However, there are a unique set of operational and circulation arrangements associated with
Galway Courthouse, which are impacted on by the proposals and which are of serious concern
to the Courts Service. These are outlined in detail below with our requests for amendments to
the scheme in the vicinity of the Courthouse to mitigate same.

1.1 STRUCTURE OF THE REPORT:

This report is structured as follows:

1. Introductory Section providing a general overview of the Courts Service and the Proposed
Scheme.

2. Details in brief the Planning Context

3. Description of BusConnects Galway and main elements of the scheme, relating to the Court
Services property.



4. Details the areas of concern / objection to the proposed BusConnects Galway proposal

relevant to the Courts Service in Galway. This section also includes amendments, as requested
by the Courts Service.

5. The Conclusion includes a summation of the main planning concerns and the requested local
amendments to the scheme.



Figure 1. Indicative Site Location Map
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2.0 PLANNING CONTEXT

The Proposed BusConnects Galway Scheme is supported by a range of International, National
Regional and Local legislation, planning policy documents and statutory plans.

From the United Nations, Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) to European Commission
Policy for Smart & Sustainable Mobility Strategy 2020, to the National Development Plan (NDP)
and National Planning Framework (NPF), to the Regional Plan for the Northern and Western
Regional Assembly - Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy - 2020-2032, Sustainable Mobility
Models are supported through legislation, strategic policies and fiscal incentives via various
wide-ranging instruments. All these elements are detailed in the Planning Report, associated
with the published documentation of the BusConnects Galway scheme and are duly noted.

LOCAL PLANNING CONTEXT - GALWAY CITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2017-2023)

The existing Galway City Development Plan (2017 - 2023) sets out a strategic transport aim as
follows: ‘To integrate sustainable land use and transportation, facilitating access and choice to a
range of transport modes, accessible to all sections of the community that ensures safety and
ease of movement to and within the city and onward connectivity to the wider area of County
Galway and the West Region.’

The implementation of the GTS is also a strategic aim of GCC, as set out within the City
Development Plan; in particular the implementation of the Proposed Scheme and a reductionin
car movements through the city centre and the implementation of the proposed cross-city radial
bus network as identified in the GTS.

The Galway City Development Plan also lists the following specific objectives in relation to
Transportation and specifically in relation to Public Transport and Pedestrians:

 Implement traffic management and infrastructural changes to facilitate the provision of the
‘Cross - City Link’ as part of the GTS;

« Implement traffic management and infrastructural changes to facilitate the development of a
public bus network in accordance with the GTS;

e Support the improvement of access for public transport, pedestrian and cyclists to and within
major employment areas and institutions.

e Prioritise improvements to pedestrian movements and safety within the city centre including
extension of pedestrianisation, provision of wider footpaths and shared streets;

Extract from BusConnects Galway Preliminary Design Report as published

We acknowledge that the wider BusConnects Galway Scheme is supported by the Current City
Development Plan 2017-2022, and by draft City Development Plan 2023-2029.



3.0 BUSCONNECTS GALWAY

BUS

CONNECTS
GALWAY

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT FOR A BETTER CITY.

BusConnects is the National Transport Authority's (“NTA”) programme to improve bus and
sustainable transport services.

BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link arises from the Galway Transport Strategy (“GTS"), Bus
Connects Infrastructure Program and Project Ireland 2040.

Background:

The Galway Transport Strategy (GTS) is a key part of the Government's policies to improve public
transport, encourage active travel and address climate change in Galway. The GTS was published by
Galway City Council (GCC) and Galway County Council in 2016. The GTS has informed the policies and
objectives of both the Galway City Development Plan and the Galway County Development Plan. The
strategy provides a framework for the development of the transport network over the next 20 to 30 years
and was prepared in partnership with the NTA. The GTS identified the CCL, along with a number of other
transport improvement projects, with the aim of addressing the transportation issues experienced in the
city and its environs. The CCL s to form a central route for public transport, cyclists and pedestrians along
a corridor from west to east, through the city centre. It will complement the proposed new city bus
network routes approaching from the east and west of the city centre, which coalesce along this high-
quality corridor, providing high frequency services with journey time reliability and opportunities for
interchange.

(Extract from BusConnects Galway Preliminary Design Report as published)
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The main focus of this proposed scheme is the connection of University Road with the Dublin
Road, via Salmon Weir Bridge, Eyre Square and College Road, with a Bus, Pedestrian and Cyclist
priority route. This proposed route is adjacent to and overlaps with the property of the Courts
Service i.e. Galway Courthouse.

3.1 MAIN ELEMENTS OF BUSCONNECTS GALWAY

There are 3 main elements to BusConnects Galway

e Cross City Link (Blue)
e City Centre Access Network (Black)
o Inner City Access Route (Magenta)

The GTS identified the proposed improvements to the city transport network including the
‘Cross-City Link’, ‘City Centre Access Network’, and ‘Inner City Access Route’. These three
elements areillustrated below in Figure 3.
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Figure 3. Cross City Link - City Centre Access Network and Inner City Access Route:
{BusConnects Galway - Appendix B2 General Arrangements)



3.1.1 Cross City Link (Blue Route)

3.1.2 City Centre Access Network (Black Route)

BusConnects Galway acknowledges that some journeys by private car will still be necessary,
and HGVs will continue to need access to the city and the port. A clearly defined ‘City Centre
Access Network’ is proposed to enable traffic to access and move around the core city centre
area.

The City Centre Access Network provides an orbital route which allows local access to the city
centre.

3.1.3 Inner City Access Route (Magenta Route)

A two-way, Inner-City Access Route comprising Béthar Na mBan, Bothar Bhreandain Ui hEithir
and Fairgreen Road will provide an additional inner link from the Headford Road to Lough Atalia
Road. In effect, private motorised traffic will be able to access the city centre from all directions,
and to exit on the same side. In order to circulate within the city however, cars will have to use
the orbital River Corrib crossings on the City Centre Access Network.

3.2 THE NEWTOWN SMITH / ST. FRANCIS STREET SECTION

The Newtown Smith / St. Francis Street Section of the Cross City Link is of most relevance to
this submission as shown on Figure 4 & 5 below.
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Figure 5. Extract from General Arrangement Drawing BCG-GA-00-02

Extract from General Arrangement Drawing Sheet 2 of 13- BCG-GA-00-02
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Section 3.2.3 of the Preliminary Design Report is outlined below.
3.2.3 Newtownsmith/St. Francis Street
3.2.3.1 General vehicular provision

From the eastern end of Salmon Weir Bridge, it is proposed to close Waterside (to the west of the
Courthouse) to traffic and increase the public space at this location.

The eastbound lane (travelling away from the bridge) is to remain open to general traffic in order to
facilitate traffic exiting from Newtownsmith, turning right and heading east. Similar to the western side
of the Salmon Weir Bridge, it is also proposed to improve the public space at the northern extent of
Newtownsmith. In tandem with Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University
Road to Dublin Road) this, it is proposed to implement restrictions on traffic flow from Newtownsmith
onto St. Vincent’s Avenue. Newtownsmith will remain a two-way route as far north as the Mercy College
Car Park. From this point, the route will become oneway northbound only, and at the junction with St.
Vincent's Avenue Newtownsmith will be realigned so as to permit right-turns only.

This section of northbound-only route on Newtownsmith will be bollard controlled so as to restrict traffic
from using the route to access St. Vincent's Avenue (and routing on to the Cross-City Link), at specific
times. Localised access will still be permitted at specific times to facilitate the movements of delivery and
loading vehicles along Newtownsmith (for example, at the Abhainn na mBradan retail premises). Outside
of these times, the northern extent of Newtownsmith will be closed so as to prohibit traffic from turning
right onto St Vincent's Avenue.

3.2.3.2Bus
There is no proposed bus improvements on Newtownsmith.
3.2.3.3 Pedestrian

Footpaths will be widened and replaced where possible. Newtownsmith is to be pedestrianised with
controlled access. Proposed bollard controlled access is to be implemented.

3.2.34 Cycling

Virtual bus priority and full bus priority on St Vincent's Avenue to the junction of Newtownsmith will
enable safer and more efficient cycling in the inbound and outbound travel lanes, due to traffic reduction
effects. No segregated cycle lanes are to be provided. Newtownsmith is to be pedestrianised with cycle
access and with controlled access for other vehicles. This will make it safer for cyclists, Cyclists will also
have access to the newly proposed Salmon Weir Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge from Newtownsmith.

3.2.3.5 Geometry
The Newtownsmith sub-section General Arrangement design isillustrated on BCG-GA-00-02. The design

provides a single traffic lane (pedestrianised and bollard controlled) ; having a width of 4.0m. A footpath
of width 2.0m to 5.6m is provided in both directions.

Extract from BusConnects Galway Preliminary Deslgn Report as published

The Courts Service have concerns with the proposals of this section on the route (3.2.3
Newtownsmith/St. Francis Street) in terms of the general arrangements for the circulation
around the courthouse and access to the west and north of the courthouse, and the proposed
hard and soft landscaping, which will be outlined in section 4 below.
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4.0 MAIN PLANNING CONCERNS

The Courts Service welcome broadly the aims and objectives of the proposed scheme for a
pedestrian and cycle friendly city centre and the removal of unnecessary car trips from the area,
but have fundamental planning grounds for concern, as will be detailed in section below.

Galway Courthouse and its continued operation as a functioning courthouse, has a unique set
of requirements for high levels of security and safety, which means the proposals which restrict
access, circulation and parking as outlined in BusConnects Galway (as published) compromise
that safe and secure operation.

Figure 6 below highlights the area which is the focus of the objection to the BusConnnects
Galway proposal. This is specifically the area to the west and north of the Courthouse.
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Figure 6. Extract from General Arrangement Drawing with area of concern highlighted
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4.1 IMPACT ON ACCESSIBILITY AND FUNCTIONING OF THE COURT:

The removal of the direct road access to the rear of the Courthouse is of serious concern to the
Courts Service, as it willimpact directly on the accessibility and functionality of the Courthouse.
At present the rear of the Courthouse, where there are two entrances, is used as an access point
for the judiciary, the Courthouse staff, jury members, the Gardai and, most significantly, is used
for the transfer of prisoners to and from the Courthouse by the Gardai and the Irish Prison
Service. Should the road access to the rear of the Courthouse be removed and subsumed into a
pedestrianised area this will severely affect the operation and functioning, and thereby the
viability, of the Courthouse that deals with a full schedule of District and Circuit civil and
criminal actions as well as accommodating the High Court on circuit for over eight weeks a year.

The current level of access and circulation for the Irish Prison Service vehicles, Gardai, and Staff
is requested to be retained.

4.2 PROPOSED PEDESTRIANISED AREA/ PLAZA

The proposed development of the pedestrianised area to the west and north of the Courthouse
would also have a direct impact on the Courts Service's capacity to provide for separate
circulation routes within the Courthouse which are required particularly for criminal court
venues and will impact on their ability to comply with the EU Victims Directive (Directive
2012/29/EV) in that respect.

This element of existing circulation / access is requested to be retained

4.3 REMOVAL OF CARPARKING

While the Courts Service fully endorses the prioritisation of sustainable transport options
including public transport, cycling and walking, the Scheme requires the removal of the car
parking spaces from the Lands that are available for Court staff, where many staff are residing
far outside the city's environs and have no alternative to commuting into the city. It is expected
that this will cause an issue for the availability of Courts Service staff. These spaces are also used
by visiting Judges and staff of the High Court for more than eight weeks of each year for various
court business. It will also seriously curtail the capacity of Courts Service staff to transport
sensitive documents as this area is used to load and unload these documents.

The existing car parking arrangement is requested to be retained. This existing level of car
parking provision, which is already limited, is essential for the continued safe functioning of the
courthouse.

4.4 SECURITY RISK

The pedestrianisation of this area without allowance for Gardai and the Irish Prison Service (IPS)
parking to the rear of the Courthouse presents a significant security risk for the Courthouse and
for the general public as a whole. Separately, as this is the entrance used by staff, jury members
and the judiciary to access the Courthouse, where this becomes a pedestrian plaza this presents
serious security concerns for those persons, and in particular for the judiciary who may use this
access outside of normal working hours and at weekends where necessary. It is also a particular
security concern with respect to jury members as the significant increase in public access and
use of the Lands would expose them to considerably greater risk of interference or intimidation
by interested parties.

The pedestrian plaza arrangement as proposed is objected to by the Courts Service as it
compromises health and safety and operation of the courts.
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4.5 PRIVACY AND ASSOCIATED SAFETY ISSUES

The area at the rear of the courthouse consists of meeting rooms that are used for client and
counsel meetings and discussions of the most private, privileged and confidential nature which
could potentially be overheard by members of the public and third parties where a
pedestrianised plaza abuts the Courthouse.

The location of the new pedestrian plaza adjacent to the rear to the Courthouse may also
present a security risk to staff, jury members, judiciary and the building itself, in circumstances
where the space could be used for public gatherings or anti-social behaviour and could result in
damage to the rear of the Courthouse. This could potentially cause further issues and interrupt
the day to day running of the Courthouse.

As per 4.4 above, the pedestrian plaza arrangement as proposed is objected to by the Courts
Service, as it compromises health and safety and operation of the courts.

4.6 PROPOSED SOLUTION / AMENDMENTS

In order to overcome these serious planning concerns with the proposed BusConnects Galway
scheme and associated CPO, which are specific to the Courts Services, we propose the following
amendments to the scheme which will retain the integrity of the Cross City Link (CCL) and
address the operation and security issues pertaining to the courthouse.

4.6.1 Retention of The Current Pedestrian Walkway And Provision Of Additional Cycleway

A revised proposal which retains the current pedestrian walkway and provides an additional
cycleway along Waterside could be accommodated at the rear of the courthouse, which would
not impact on the Courthouse property (as per point 4.1-4.5 above). The Courts Service would
welcome consultation with Galway City Council, as appropriate, in relation to this detail.

4.6.2 Revised Traffic Flow Arrangement

The traffic flow on Waterside at the rear of the Courthouse should be revised to allow prison
vans to access St Vincent’s Avenue (R863) from the rear of the courthouse. The Courts Service
would welcome consultation with Galway City Council, as appropriate, in relation to this detail.

We respectfully submit that the detailed drawings in BCG-GA-00-02 and the descriptive text in
Section 3.2.3 of the Preliminary Design Reportand the Section 4, Planning Report, published, be
amended appropriately to reflect the Court Services concerns. A follow throughamendment on
all documentation to reflect the amended proposal as requested by the Courts Service, would
be required in that instance.

14



5.0 CONCLUSION

In conclusion, while welcoming the overall scheme of BusConnects Galway, we would like to
voice our strong concerns with the proposal as follows;

The Courts Service Property, Galway Courthouse performs a vital judicial role of a national
and regional importance and has a unique set of operational and access requirements which
must be maintained to function in a safe and secure and sustainable way into the future. The
current proposal for BusConnects Galway seriously compromises this continued operation
and safe functioning of the courts and would potentially constitute a public safety issue.

The main areas of concern are centred around the proposals for revisions to the Courts
Property and adjoining lands at the western and northern sections of the property, which
include;

» Restrictions on the current traffic and circulation arrangements

¢ Removal of circulation / access for IPS vehicles Gardai, and Staff, including parking for
Judges and staff.

¢ Proposal for a pedestrian plaza and associated hard and soft landscaping

e Removal of existing car parking

The submission includes amendments which we contend;
- willretain the integrity of the Cross City Link (CCL)
- will not undermine any of the objectives of the GTS or the relevant City Development
Plan and
- will address the operational and security issues pertaining to the courthouse.

These are summarised as follows;
1- Revisions which retain the pedestrian walkway and provide an additional cycleway
along Waterside are requested
2- The traffic flow on Waterside at the rear of the Courthouse should be revised to allow
IPS vehicles (prison vans) to access St Vincent's Avenue (R863) from the rear of the
courthouse.

In conclusion, we respectfully request that the above planning grounds of concern, which
relate to public safety, access, security and operations of the Courthouse, are taken on board
by the Planning Authority and the proposed amendments to the scheme are incorporated.

15




www.tobin.ie
m TOBIN Consulting Engineers D @tobinengineers

Galway Dublin Castlebar
Fairgreen House, Block 10-4, Market Square,
Fairgreen Road, Blanchardstown Corporate Park, Castlebar,
Galway, Dublin 15,
H91 AXKS, D15 X98N, F23Y427,

Ireland. Ireland. Ireland.

Tel: +353 (0)91 565 211 Tel: +353 (0)1 803 0406 Tel: +353 (0)94 902 1401

Mayo,

16



BusConnects Galway
Cross City Link
(University Road to
Dublin Road)

February 2023

Galway City Council
Observations on the
Proposed Scheme
Submissions and
CPO Objections

BUS

CONNECTS
GALWAY

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT FOR A BETTER CITY.




Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Cbjections

Contents
Page
1 Introduction 1
1.1 Introduction 1
1.2 Overview of Submissions and Objections Received 1
2 Response to individual Submissions on the Proposed Scheme 4
2.1 01 — An Taisce <
2.2 02 — Angela Shaw 7
23 03 — Circle K / Ard Services Limited 8
24 04 - Connacht Hospitality Group 11
2.5 05 - Conor Dowd 13
2.6 06 - Development Applications Unit (DAU) 16
2.7 07 - Diarmuid Croghan 18
28 08 — Fairgreen Coach Station Ltd. 25
259 09 - Galway City Community Network 28
2.10 10 - Gleann Noinin Owners Management Company / Padraig
Conneely 32
2.11 11 - Kieran Devaney and Family 34
212 12 - Mary & Patrick Browne et al. 36
2.13 13 - Niall Faherty 47
2.14 14 - Northern & Western Regional Assembly 39
2.15 15 - Olivia Heffernan 39
2.16 16 - Progressive Friends Taxi Association 40
2.17 17 - Ryan Family 42
2.18 18 - Sean and Phil Scahill 45
2.19 19 - Shane Cosgrove 49
2.20 20 - Shane Foran 52
2.21 21 - Stephen Francis 59
222 22 - The Courts Service 60
223 23 - Transport Infrastructure Ireland 62
2.24 24 - Yeats College 64
3 Response to Objections to the Compulsory Purchase Order 65
3.1 Overview of Objections 65
32 CPO 1 - Circle K / Ard Services Ltd. 66
33 CPO 2 — Cecil McDonagh 68
34 CPO 3 — The Courts Services 70
3.5 CPO 4 - Hallspace Ltd. 12
3.6 CPO 5 — Webworks Ltd. 75
3.7 CPO 6 — Fairgreen Coach Station Ltd. 78

| Issue | 9 February 2023 | Arup

HTTPS:  SHAREPOINT.COMPERSONALBRIAN, _BURKE_ARUP_COMDOCL TMP/ABP 00_t GALWAY - CCL
RESPONSE TO ABP SUBMISSIONS _ISSUE_ALTERNATIVE CONTENTS.DOCX



Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

3.8 CPO 7 — Gabriel and Mary Grealish 80
3.9 CPO 8 — Gleann Noinin Owners Management Company /
Pédraig Conneely 82
3.10 CPO 9 - Jacinta McCaul 84
3.11 CPO 10 - JC Decaux 86
3.12 CPO 11 - Olivia Heffernan 88
3.13 CPO 12 - Ruby McCaul 90
3.14 CPO 13 - Ryan Family 91
3.15 CPO 14 - Sean and Phil Scahill 94
3.16 CPO 15 - Stephen Francis 95
317 CPO 16 - Yeats College 98
3.18 CPO 17 - Kieran Devaney and Family 99

| Issue | 9 February 2023 | Arup

HTTPS:HARUP-MY SHAREPOINT.COMPERSONALBRIAN_BURKE_ARUP_| MPIABP 00_BUSCONNECTS QALWAY - CCL
RESPONSE TO ABP SUBMISSIONS_ISBUE_ALTERNATIVE CONTENTS,DOCK




Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross-Cly Link(University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Appendices

Appendix A

Drawings

Appendix B

Fairgreen Coach Station Lease Map

Tables

%]

Table 1.1 Summary of Submissions in Response to the Proposed Scheme
Table 1.2 Location Referred to by each objection to the CPO (by ABP Reference Number) 2
Table 3.1 Location Referred to by each objection to the CPO (by ABP Reference Number) 65

Figures

Figure 2.1 — Extract from EIAR General Arrangement Drawing at Galway Courthouse 20
Figure 2.2 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement Drawing at Galway Courthouse 22
Figure 2.3 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement at Eyre Square North 35
Figure 2.4 — Existing Taxi Rank Operatoin at Eyre Square 41
Figure 2.5 — Retained Laneway at No. 3 Headford Road 42
Figure 2.6 — Laneway to be removed at No. 3 Headford Road 43
Figure 2.7 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement at Galway Courthouse 61
Figure 3.1 — Proposed CPO at Circle K 67
Figure 3.2 — Proposed CPO at No. 20 St. Brendan’s Avenue 69
Figure 3.3 — Previously Proposed CPO at Galway Courthouse 71
Figure 3.4 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement at Galway Courthouse 72
Figure 3.5 — Proposed CPO at Fairgreen Carpark 73
Figure 3.6 - Proposed CPO at Fairgreen Carpark 76
Figure 3.7 — Proposed CPO at Fairgreen Coach Station 79
Figure 3.8 — Proposed CPO at No. 5/6 Headford Road 81
Figure 3.9 — Proposed CPO at Gleann Noinin 83
Figure 3.10 — Proposed CPO at Eyre Square North 85
Figure 3.11 — Proposed CPO at Dublin Road Billboard 87
Figure 3.12 — Proposed CPO at Bayview B&B 89
Figure 3.13 — Proposed CPO at Eyre Square North 91
Figure 3.14 — Laneway to be removed at No. 3 Headford Road 92
Figure 3.15 - Retained Laneway at No. 3 Headford Road 93
Figure 3.16 — Proposed CPO at 139 College Road 9%
Figure 3.17 — Proposed CPO at The Huntsman Inn 97
Figure 3.18 — Proposed CPO at Yeats College 98
Figure 3.19 — Proposed CPO at Eyre Square North 100

| Issue | 9 February 2023 | Arup
YAZBI00M25IIE2-00M. Intemald-04 Reportsvi-04-02 Cansuling\ABF\Addisonal Teble of Coments.docx



Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

1 Introduction

1.1 Introduction

This report provides a combined response to the submissions and observations

(the ‘submissions’) and objections made to An Bord Pleanéla (“the Board”) in

response to the following:

® the application under Section 51 of the Roads Act 1993, as amended, for
approval of the BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link (University Road to
Dublin Road) Scheme (“the Proposed Scheme”); and

» the BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
Scheme Compulsory Purchase Order No. CCL-CPO-001, 2022 (“the CPO").

An overview of the submissions and objections is provided in Section 1.2 below.
The issues raised in the submissions on the Proposed Scheme, together with
responses thereto are provided in Section 2. The issues raised in the objections to
the CPO, together with the relevant responses, are provided in Section 3. It is
noted that there is a degree of overlap between many of the issues raised in
submissions on the Proposed Scheme.

Where the same issue is raised in a number of submissions and/or objections, this
report identifies the individuals who raised those issues and provides a composite
response to each issue raised.

1.2 Overview of Submissions and Objections
Received

A total of 41 submissions and objections were received by the Board; 24
submissions in response to the Proposed Scheme and 17 objections to the CPO.

Each submission and each objection were individually numbered by the Board
according to their alphabetical order and this numbering system has been retained
for ease of reference in this report.

The 24 submissions in response to Proposed Scheme are broken down into groups
below, either associated with a particular location along the Corridor or of a more
general nature. Of the 24 submissions, 17 related to single site-specific locations
and 7 related generally to the whole scheme (submissions related to more than one
location). Table 1.1 below sets out the locations referred to, the number of
submissions on the Proposed Scheme referring to each location and the key issues
raised by the submissions.
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Table 1.1 Summary of Submissions in Response to the Proposed Scheme

No. of Submission

on the Proposed

Scheme referencing
| this Location

Location

Key Issued Raised

University Road and Gaol Bus Stop Location
Road Cycling Infrastructure
Salmon Weir Bridge / St. | 4 Traffic Restrictions
Francis Street / Woodquay Parking Removal
/ Headford Road Consultation

Land Acquisition
Eyre Square and Forster 3 Casual Trading Areas
Street Taxi Ranks

Loading Bays

Permits for Service Vehicles
Fairgreen Road 1 Land Acquisition

Design Detail Information
EIAR Information and Validity
Consultation

Land Acquisition

Noise Pollution

Property Value Impacts
Loss of Parking

Design Details

Traffic Restrictions
Cycling Infrastructure
Traffic Impacts

Extent of Scheme

Land Acquisition
Alternative Solutions
EIAR Information
Universal Design
Planning Policy

College Road and Dublin | 7
Road

Entire Scheme 7

The 17 objections to the CPO related to the acquisition of land from an individual
plot, with 10 of these objections being the same or similar to submissions made in
response to the Proposed Scheme. The locations to which these objections related
were throughout the scheme are set out in Table 1.2

Table 1.2 Location Referred to by each objection to the CPO (by ABP Reference
Number)

[.ocation

[.ocation

No. lLocation No. | Location

1 College Road Fairgreen 11 | College 16 | College Road
(Circle K) Road Road (Yeats
(Fairgeen (Bayview College)
Coach Station B&B)
Ltd.)
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Location Location Location No. Location
St. Brendan’s | 7 Headford 12 | Eyre Square | 17 | Eyre Square
Avenue (No. Road (5/6 (Casual (Casual
20) Headford Trading Trading
Road) Market) Market)
Waterside 8 College Road | 13 | Headford
(Galway (Gleann Road (3
Courthouse) Noinin) Headford
Road)
Fairgreen 9 Eyre Square | 14 | College
Road (CWC (Casual Road (139
Fairgreen Trading College
Ltd.) Market) Road)
Fairgreen 10 | Dublin Road |15 | College
Road (CWC (Billboard) Road /
Webworks Dublin Road
Ltd.) (Huntsman
Inn)
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross Clty Link {University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

2 Response to individual Submissions on the
Proposed Scheme

2.1 01 — An Taisce

It is acknowledged that the submission welcomes the intent of the proposed
scheme.

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that in the hierarchy of sustainable travel, cycling should
come before mechanised travel and that this is not reflected in the proposed
scheme, which it is stated has only token inclusion of cycle lanes. The submission
suggests dedicated cycle lanes be provided on all streets and roads within the
boundaries of the Proposed Scheme.

Response (i)

It is acknowledged that cycling should “come before” mechanised travel in the
hierarchy of sustainable travel, with the Design Manual for Urban Roads and
Streets (DMURS) identifying the hierarchy of user priorities to be considered (i.e.,
designing for cyclists should be considered before designing for public transport
and private motor vehicles). In terms of how to practically make provision for
this, the National Cycle Manual (Section 1.7.3) also sets out a hierarchy of
provision for designers to consider when designing for cyclists. The first two steps
in this hierarchy are traffic reduction and traffic calming, with the provision of
cycle lanes and cycle tracks being number 5 in the hierarchy. This is the approach
adopted for the Proposed Scheme. Traffic reduction will be achieved along the
majority of the route of the Proposed Scheme, (from University Road to College
Road inclusive), thereby providing a safer, more attractive environment suitable
for cycling.

Galway City Council (GCC) has proposed to introduce a 30 km/hr speed limit in
Galway City Centre, that would include the Cross-City Link from University
Road to College Road inclusive. The Elected Members of Galway City Council
(GCC) have recently (January 2023) approved proposals to bring forward the
proposed speed limit changes to Public Consultation. It is envisaged that a 30
km/hr speed limit will be introduced in advance of the opening of the proposed
scheme. The introduction of such a speed limit would further enhance the
environment of the Cross-City Link for cycling and walking.

The submission suggests that dedicated cycle lanes should be provided on all
streets and roads within the boundaries of the proposed scheme. This is not the
design intent within the core city centre area along the route of the Proposed
Scheme for the reasons set out above, the outcome of which being the
establishment of primacy along streets for cyclists.
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Furthermore, it is not considered to be a practically viable option to deliver
physically segregated cycle lane infrastructure in numerous locations along the
route of the Proposed Scheme due to the limited available road / street curtilage
(i.e., from building line to building line), existing constraints presented along the
road and street network in Galway City Centre, and in keeping with the
sustainable travel hierarchy, the intent to retain and enhance where possible the
environment for pedestrians. In addition, a detailed Options Assessment process
and report was undertaken for the entire scheme, whereby alternative options were
assessed on a section-by-section basis across the Proposed Scheme in order to
determine the preferred option for each section.

For example, streets including Forster Street and Eglinton Street are narrow city
centre streets with multi storey buildings fronting, making any road or street
widening impossible without significant building acquisition and demolition.
Without road or street widening, the provision of dedicated cycle lanes would
require the use of most of the available road space and / or reduction or
elimination of footpaths, which would result in no buses or any other vehicles
being able to use these streets.

Galway City Council is aligned with An Taisce in terms of the outcomes it wants
to achieve for the city centre, with the Proposed Scheme being a catalyst for
allowing the city centre to breathe again, and adhering to the seven guiding
principles set out in the Galway Transport Strategy (GTS), the first of which is “to
promote and encourage sustainable transport, and in particular to make it
convenient and attractive to walk, cycle or use public transport”.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the proposal will lead to higher private car usage on
College Road and on University Road, with consequent delays for buses. The
submission therefore proposed that all on-street parking be converted to bus lanes
on College Road and University Road.

Response (ii)

Galway City Council does not agree with the suggestion that the proposed scheme
will lead to higher private car usage on College Road and University Road.

The Proposed Scheme includes the provision of a bus-gate over the Salmon Weir
Bridge and College Road. These bus gates will effectively remove through traffic
on both of these roads (with the exception of buses, taxis and emergency
services). The removal of through traffic will result in lower traffic volumes on
both University Road and College Road.

Table 6.82 in Chapter 06 Traffic & Transport of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (EIAR) identified the road links that will experience a
reduction of greater that 100 Passenger Car Units (PCU) during the AM peak hour
in the year of opening of the scheme. This table identified that College Road
(north of Forster Street) will experience a reduction of 113 PCU, College Road
(between Lough Atalia Road and Dublin Road) will experience a reduction of 219
PCU, while University Road will experience a reduction of 519 PCU.
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In the PM peak hour, University Road will experience a reduction of 363 PCU,
while College Road south of Lough Atalia Road will experience an increase of
215 PCU and between Lough Atalia Road and Dublin Road will experience an
increase of 100 PCU. The estimated flow increase on College Road south of
Lough Atalia Road results from a diversion of local trips (i.e. starting or ending on
College Road itself) from previously two access points to a single access point.
General traffic entering and leaving College Road has to do so from the junction
with Lough Atalia Road alone due to the proposed bus gate at the southern end of
College Road. This gives the appearance of an increase in traffic but is overall a
similar volume of trips using different sections of the local road network. Overall,
along the entire lengths of University Road and College Road, a reduction in
private car usage is predicted as a direct result of the implementation of the
Proposed Scheme.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the Galway Docks and University College Galway
Hospital should have been included in the proposed scheme.

Response (iii)

The extents of the proposed scheme are discussed in Chapter 3 of the Options
Assessment Report, which accompanied the planning application. Extracts from
Section 3.2.1 of this report are provided below:

“The University Road / Newcastle Road junction was chosen as the extremity of
the scheme to the west due to this being the location where all five GTS bus routes
converge onto a single corridor, as well as representing a logical start point for
the Cross-City Link. A future scheme is proposed to address connectivity from
University Road to the Seamus Quirke Road, potentially via University Hospital
Galway.”

“The Merchants Road, Forthill Street and Dock Road junctions were chosen at
the extremities of the scheme to the south-west, as this is the location where
access to Eyre Square and the Cross-City Link will be impacted. As Eyre Square
will no longer be a through-route, vehicle demand to access it will reduce
significantly, requiring a realignment of Merchants Road onto Forthill Street onto
Dock Road.”

While the additional areas suggested in the submission include proposals to the
city transport network which form part of the Galway Transport Strategy (GTS),
these areas were not considered necessary to deliver the Cross-City Link as per
the Proposed Scheme. Any potential future amendments to the transport network
in these areas will be further developed, in line with the objectives of the GTS.
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dubiin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

2.2 02 — Angela Shaw

Submission issue (i)

The submission states that it is a fundamental matter that there be appropriate
consultation with stakeholders and the public in respect of any such scheme.

Response (i)
The submission acknowledges the public notice of the Proposed Scheme.

Galway City Council undertook comprehensive non-statutory pre-application
consultation for the Proposed Scheme as described in detail in Section 1.6 of the
EIAR. This included consultation with College Road residents. It is clear from the
series of consultation events that the public consultation process was
comprehensive and substantive. Comments that were raised during consultation
were fully considered and addressed in the EIAR. Therefore, there is no basis to
state that the application for the Proposed Scheme is invalid or void for lack of
consultation.

Submissions issue (ii)

The submission states that the EIAR did not consider all likely significant effects
to sensitive receptors, to human beings, and specifically to the individual
circumstances of the author of the submission.

Response (ii)

The assessment of environmental impacts on human beings and other sensitive
receptors is considered throughout the EIAR under the various environmental
topics. In addition, measures to avoid and minimise dust, noise and vibration are
included in Chapters 7 Air Quality and 9 Noise and Vibration.

Potential noise impacts on College Road are included in the assessment provided
in Chapter 9. The northern section of College Road is assessed as road links
52333/50495 and 52333/52332, refer to EIAR Appendix 9.2. The assessment of
these links concludes that the Proposed Scheme will result in a slight reduction in
noise levels at the nearest noise sensitive receptors on College Road.

It is envisaged that normal working hours, from 07:00 to 19:00, will be followed,
as set out in Section 5.6.3 of the EIAR. In specific circumstances, such as road
crossings or road resurfacing, the works may be carried out at night, and typical of
what would be normal in an urban road / street maintenance context. Section 5.4
of the EIAR provides an overview of the construction works for the Proposed
Scheme.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Obsarvations to Submissions and Objections

Submission issue (iii)

The submission contends that the EIAR should be reviewed and submitted again
when ‘the necessary documentation and information is available’.

Response (iii)

It is considered that the EIAR and other documentation submitted with the
application for the Proposed Scheme are complete, and that all necessary
documentation and information have been submitted. No specific omissions are
identified in this submission.

Submission issue (iv)

It is stated in the submission that the author of the submission has not had
adequate time to review all documentation.

Response (iv)

As noted, Galway City Council engaged in comprehensive non-statutory pre-
application consultation prior to the submission of the application for the
Proposed Scheme. The application for the Proposed Scheme was advertised and
the proposed CPO was advertised and the subject of public notices, consistent
with the applicable statutory requirements. Following the submission of the
applications, the Board is undertaking the current public consultation process, in
which the author of this submission has taken the opportunity to participate. The
issues raised in this submission have previously been addressed in the EIAR
sections as noted above. Public consultation periods have been consistent with the
applicable statutory requirements for effective public participation. It is noted that
it is within the Board’s statutory discretion to determine whether to hold an oral
hearing. Details of the pre-application non-statutory public consultation are set out
in Section 1.6 of the EIAR.

2.3 03 — Circle K/ Ard Services Limited

It is acknowledged that the submission is supportive of the scheme as a whole.

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that the proposed temporary acquisition and the closure
of the filling station on a temporary basis will have a significant impact upon its
viability as a business due to diversion of trade. It is further suggested that the
station may have to be demolished and re-built as a result of the proposed scheme.

Response (i)

The Proposed Scheme underwent an options assessment process for each of the
sections along route corridors and in terms of design options along the final route
identified.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross Clty Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

A Multi-Criteria Analysis (MCA) was carried out on route options in order to
determine the preferred option for the Proposed Scheme. The options were
assessed under a series of criteria including Economy, Safety, Physical Activity,
Environment, Accessibility and Social Inclusion, Integration and GTS Policies.
These criteria were further broken into relevant sub-criteria for assessment
purposes. All elements were considered in combination with all the other criteria
and sub-criteria in order to determine the preferred option for each section of the
scheme. Along this section of College Road, it was determined that road widening
is necessary to meet the objectives of the Proposed Scheme and the transport
network.

This road widening will encroach onto the existing Circle K Service Station on
College Road. Due to the nature of the development, and the dangers associated
with working on or over flammable substances, it will be necessary to temporarily
decommission the entire Filling Station while the works on the site are being
carried out, to ensure the works are completed safely and in accordance with
regulations.

It is acknowledged and accepted that the proposed scheme and compulsory
purchase order will have an impact on the operation and financial reconfiguration
of the current service station. A response relating to the CPO of this property is
provided in Section 3.2 of this report.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the proposed scheme will result in the loss of
approximately 11 parking spaces at the service station. It further suggests that the
loss in circulation space within the station site will impact on parking availability,
as well as safe and effective access and egress at the station.

Response (ii)

It is acknowledged that the proposed scheme will have an impact on some of the
existing parking bays located within the existing development. Appendix C,
‘Preliminary Parking Survey Report’, contained in the Preliminary Design Report
for the proposed scheme, identifies that there are approximately 11 no. parking
spaces currently located within the entire service station development. This report
identifies that 4 no. existing parking spaces will be required to be removed arising
from the Proposed Scheme (not 11 no. as suggested in the submission).

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the proposed removal of one underground fuel tank,
two existing fuel pump stations, replacement of the canopy, setting back of
display signage and relocation of underground fuel pipes within the site will
greatly affect the business’ ability to generate revenue and endanger the future
commercial viability going forward. It is further suggested that the loss of existing
right turn manoeuvres into the station from College Road will also impact the
commercial viability of the site.
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submisslons and Objections.

Response (iii)

It is acknowledged and accepted that the proposed scheme and compulsory
purchase order will have an impact on the current service station. A response
relating to the CPO of this property is provided in Section 3.2 of this report.

The proposed scheme does not intend “the removal of existing right turn
(inbound) onto the service station for inbound traffic on College Road” as
suggested. While the design drawings indicate a continuous white line along
College Road in this location, the Traffic Signs Manual, Section 7.3.26 states: “It
should be noted that drivers may cross a Continuous Line (whether a single line
RRM 001 or one that is part of a Double Line System) to enter or leave land or
premises on the right-hand side of the road. It is not necessary, therefore, to
break the line at such locations. However, a Continuous Line should generally be
broken across a junction by provision of five marks of RRM 003C line.” In this
instance, access to the filing station premises is not restricted.

Submission issue (iv)

The submission makes two suggested alternative proposals for the scheme in front
of the Circle K filling station. The first is the suggested removal of the inbound
cycle lane on College Road in this location. The second is the reduction in length
of the general traffic right turn lane on College Road approaching the
Moneenageisha junction. It is suggested that this is unnecessary as part of a
scheme focused on the enhancement of public transport. It is suggested that if one,
or both suggestions were advanced, there would be no requirement for the CPO of
the Circle K Filling Station lands.

Response (iv)

The proposed scheme underwent an options assessment process for each of the
sections of the proposed scheme as described in response to Submission Issue (i)
above. Option CRM1, presented in Section 4.6 of the Options Assessment Report,
included an evaluation of both alternatives suggested within the submission. It
was determined that this option did not meet the objectives of the proposed
scheme.

Furthermore, in consideration of alternative options along this section of the route
of the Proposed Scheme, as set out in the Options Assessment Report, this section
of the Proposed Scheme, between Lough Atalia Road and Moneenageisha
junction, incorporates both the Cross-City Link and the City Centre Access
Network as identified in the GTS, there this section of the Proposed Scheme is
required to meet the needs of this strategic route in terms of catering for general
traffic movements, particularly orbital movements around the city centre.

It is further noted that an alternative option considered, Option CRM3 in the
Options Assessment Report, did demonstrate higher benefits than the final design
solution adopted for the Proposed Scheme, but was not selected due to negatives
associated with the further increase in land acquisition that would be necessary to
achieve this. This alternative option would have resulted in further encroachment
into the Circle K development, had it been chosen.
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Galway City Council BusConnacts Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

As the route of the Proposed Scheme at this location also coincides with part of
the Galway Cycle Network identified in the GTS (as a ‘secondary route’), the
Proposed Scheme takes account of this in terms of the infrastructure provided.
Providing the appropriate balance between property impact and achieving the
objectives of the Proposed Scheme and acknowledging the continued heavier
traffic movements at this location compared to the core city centre area (as part of
the ‘City Centre Access Network’), the final design solution provides for a shared
use bus lane for cyclists travelling eastbound and segregation in the form of a
cycle lane in the westbound direction. The suggestion made in the submission that
the westbound cycle lane could be dropped to minimise impact would not provide
any improvement in level of service or safety for cyclists who use the route and is
therefore not considered appropriate to adopt as a solution.

24 04 - Connacht Hospitality Group

It is acknowledged that the submission “supports the principle of the Proposed
Scheme and recognises the need for the enhanced sustainable transport options
within the city centre.”

Submission issue (i)

The existing loading bay on Forster Street will be relocated approximately 50m
from its current location on Forster Street. The An Pucan Pub and Hyde Hotel
require regular deliveries, arrivals by taxis and regular waste servicing. The
Proposed Scheme will present significant challenges to these key services for
businesses along Forster St. It is requested that the existing loading bay be
retained adjacent to An Pucan.

Response (i)

The proposed scheme will introduce a two-way carriageway along Forster Street
to facilitate bus routes between Eyre Square and College Road. The width of
Forster Street is heavily constrained due to the presence of buildings on both sides
of the street. At its narrowest, the width of Forster St. is approximately 10m wide.
The existing loading bay on Forster St., located between the ‘An Plican’ public
house and Murty Rabbitt’s public house, operates between the hours of 08:30 —
15:30. With the introduction of two-way movements along Forster St., it is not
possible to include a two-way carriageway, footpaths on both sides of the road
and a loading bay. Footpaths are necessary on both sides of the road due to the
presence of multiple buildings with direct pedestrian access onto the street and
due to its city centre location and heavy footfall. Therefore, the Proposed Scheme
includes for the relocation of the loading bay at the eastern end of the Street, to a
location where there is sufficient space to accommodate a loading bay, footpaths,
and a two-way carriageway. This loading bay will be accessible during times
when the proposed bus lanes are not in operation (i.e., between 10:00 and 13:00
and between 19:00 and 07:00). It is noted that while the loading bay is to be
relocated slightly further away from An Picéan Pub, it is proposed to be relocated
slightly closer to the Hyde Hotel.
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Galway Clty Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Furthermore, as acknowledged in the submission, the proposed scheme includes
for the dedication of road space at the western end of Forster Street, on Eyre
Square East as a loading bay between the hours of 10:00 — 13:00.

It is noted that taxis are permitted to utilise bus lanes and it is expected that taxis
will therefore have continuous access to Forster Street for through movements,
drop-offs, and collections.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission raises concerns about the proposed two-way bus lane system
along Forster Street and a “one way system with a stop-go approach on Forster
Street” be provided in order to retain loading and servicing outside the hours of
10am — 1pm.

Response (ii)

It is assumed that the submission is suggesting that an alternative approach to
accommodating two-way movements, with a shuttle system whereby one
movement happens at a time, be introduced along Forster Street. It is suggested
that this would allow for the dedication of one lane of the carriageway to be
assigned to loading while the other lane would accommodate vehicle movements.
Vehicles would be controlled by traffic signals at either end of Forster Street,
permitting movement in one direction at a time and holding back movements in
the opposing direction.

This option was considered by the Design Team and Galway City Council, at the
suggestion of the Connacht Hospitality Group, subsequent to the completion of
the EIAR. It was determined that this proposal is not feasible. Firstly, queuing at
either end of the shuttle system would be difficult to manage. Over as long a
distance as suggested in the submission, it would be impractical to co-ordinate a
shuttle system with the operation of the junctions at Fairgreen Road and Eyre
Square, leading to vehicles queuning through these junctions, impacting on the
operation of the Cross-City Link and the Inner City Access Road. This in turn,
and most fundamentally, would impact on the journey time reliability of bus
services operating along this section of the Proposed Scheme route.

The second reason that this is not considered feasible is due to the creation of an
uncontrolled loading area along the suggested ‘shuttle’ section of the street. For
example, should a vehicle enter the shuttle on a green signal, and park in a loading
bay to carry out loading, upon completion, the driver of the vehicle would not be
aware of the operation status of the shuttle, i.e., they could enter onto the
carriageway in conflict with the direction of travel being permitted at that time,
resulting in two vehicles meeting in opposing directions on a single carriageway.
The operational logistics of such a system are not considered practical.

Issue | February 2023 | Arup Page 12

JBRIAN_BURKE_ARUP_{ ABF = Sy S
TOABP _ISSUE_AL CCONTENTS.D0GX




Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Submission issue (iii)

The submission requests that the hours of operation of the bus lane be applied by
way of a planning condition. However, where services are required for businesses
outside of the allocated hours, the submission suggests that businesses be granted
a permit to carry out essential servicing or that servicing vehicles be permitted to
use the bus lane.

Response (iii)

It is acknowledged that infrequent works would be required along Forster Street
(and other locations where bus lanes are proposed). The identified situation is
considered typical of the operation of cities and urban areas, where time
constraints are applied to specific operations. An example of this in Galway City
can be found on Shop Street and adjacent pedestrianised areas, in which loading
and servicing occurs during limited time periods. In this instance, an application
by a party seeking the temporary suspension of the operation of a bus lane for a
period can be submitted to Galway City Council. Applicants may submit an
application to Galway City Council seeking consent for the suspension of the
operation of the bus lanes, together with any associated temporary traffic
management proposals, for the purposes of carrying out works, e.g. the use of a
hoist or the use of a pumping truck.

It is also noted that emergency vehicles are permitted to utilise bus lanes at all
times in the event of an emergency.

2.5 05 - Conor Dowd

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that several houses are proposed to be compulsory
purchased and demolished to make way for the upgrades and in some instances to
allow for more car parking spaces. The submission recommends that no homes are
compulsory purchased and demolished.

Response (i)

The Proposed Scheme includes for the compulsory purchase and demolition of
two houses, in the vicinity of St. Brendan’s Avenue and Headford Road. Neither
of these houses are proposed to be acquired to allow for more car-parking spaces.

Section 4.6.10.2 of the EIAR describes the existing layout as:

“The existing alignment of Bothar na mBan / St. Brendan's Avenue as it approaches
Headford Road, has a ‘swan-neck’ arrangement as is travels past St. Brendan's
Avenue junction, with a sharp right turn followed by a sharp left turn alignment.
Between St. Brendan's Avenue and Headford Road there is a narrow footpath on the
eastern side of 1.2m width, which is further restricted due to the presence of utility
poles, leaving a passable width of 600m along the footpath.
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

On the western side of the road, there is also an existing 1.2m wide footpath,
however, this path is discontinuous, whereby over a distance of approximately 23m,
there is no footpath present.

This section of Bothar na mBan / St. Brendan’s Avenue has residential properties
directly fronting both sides of the road, with 2 no. residential properties on the
western side and 5 no. residential properties on the eastern side. The overall cross-

section of this portion of Béthar na mBan / St. Brendan's Avenue is approximately
8.1m.”

As stated in Section 4.10.3 of the Options Assessment Report, describing the
preferred option:

“This option proposes to widen St. Brendan’s Avenue/Bothar Na mBan as it
approaches the junction with Headford Road in order to provide footpaths on both
sides and two vehicle lanes for left turn and straight ahead movements. This would
require the acquisition and demolition of 2 no. residential properties along the south-
western side of St. Brendan’s Avenue to enable the works.

The existing width of 7.3m on St. Brendan’s Avenue is insufficient to provide a
standard footpath on both sides of the road and retain two-way traffic along the
Inner-City Access Route.”

It is noted that the proposed scheme will result in an overall reduction of
approximately 220 parking spaces along the route of the Proposed Scheme, as set out
in the Preliminary Parking Survey Report, which is included as Appendix C of the
Preliminary Design Report submitted as part of the Planning Application.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that an orbital east-west bus route from Knocknacarra to
Parkmore over the Quincentennial bridge would reduce the need for buses through
the city centre and allow for more walking and cycling infrastructure.

Response (ii)

The Proposed Scheme has been developed based on the proposals contained in the
GTS. Details of the GTS are provided in Section 2.2.5.1 of the EIAR. Extracts of
this sections are provided below:

“The Galway Transport Strategy (GTS) (Galway City Council (GCC), 2016) is a
comprehensive transport strategy for Galway City and its environs (including
areas within the jurisdiction of Galway County Council), intended to establish a
framework for the development of the transport network over the next 20 to 30
years. The GTS sets out proposals for the road network, public transport network,
walking network and cycling network, and contains a number of significant
proposals which will allow the city to continue to grow in a sustainable manner.
The GTS has been adopted by both GCC and Galway County Council, and is
implemented through the policies of their Development Plans.”
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observatlons to Submissions and Objections

“Utilising the assessment criteria above, the GTS identified proposed
improvements to the city transport network including the ‘Cross City Link’ (i.e.
the Proposed Scheme), ‘City Centre Access Network’, and ‘Inner City Access
Route’. The Cross City Link (i.e. the Proposed Scheme) is to form a central route
Jor public transport, cyclists and pedestrians along a corridor from west to east,
through the city centre. It will complement the proposed new city bus network
routes approaching from the east and west of the city centre, which coalesce
along this high-quality corridor, providing high-frequency services with journey
time reliability and opportunities for interchange.”

“The Cross City Link (i.e. the Proposed Scheme) will ensure that public transport
services can access key areas such as the retail & recreational centre of the city,
public transport hubs at the rail & bus stations, City & County Halls along with
the city centre hotels and bed & breakfasts on College Road, key areas such as
University Hospital Galway, NUI Galway, the Sportsgrounds and the car parking
and coach facilities at Galway Cathedral.

Within the GTS proposals for Galway City Centre, this central priority corridor is
to be complemented by a two-way inner-city vehicle access route linking Lough
Atalia Road to the N6 via Fairgreen Road, Béthar Ui hEithir, Prospect Hill,
Bothar na mBan and Headford Road. The Proposed Scheme also includes the
reconfiguration of traffic flow along the Inner-City Access Route between the
Junction of Bothar Ui hEithir/College Road and Béthar na mBan/Headford Road,
and improvements to ancillary adjacent streets.”

The intent in the GTS is therefore clear in that, notwithstanding any other bus
services which may emerge over time, provision for enhancing the level of service
(journey time and journey time reliability) for existing and future improved bus
services to and through the city centre is essential to meet the needs of existing
generators of high travel demand in a more sustainable way. The Proposed
Scheme facilitates this.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission recommends that other longer-term solutions, such “as a very
light rail system” be explored.

Response (iii)

Chapter 03 of the EIAR for the Proposed Scheme relates to Consideration of
Reasonable Alternatives. Section 3.2.3.3 of this Chapter considers Light Rail
Alternatives.

It is concluded that while the Proposed Scheme does not make provision of Light
Rail along its route based on projected levels of travel demand to be
accommodated, the delivery of the Proposed Scheme does not preclude the
potential for higher capacity services on transport corridors to emerge into the
future in Galway, linked to more intense land-use development planning (and
higher density development) which would give rise to the potential to be served
by light rail.
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Galway Clty Coundll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link {Unlversity Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

2.6 06 - Development Applications Unit (DAU)

Submission issue (i)

A number of conditions to a grant of planning relating to archaeology are
recommended by DAU.

Response (i)

The suggested mitigation measures relating to archaeology are acceptable to the
Applicant.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that there may have been significant changes to bat
habitats and roost availability in the study area since the bat survey was completed
in July 2019.

Response (ii)

The EIAR states in Section 12.5.2.3 that all trees to be impacted are assigned as
Category 4 status indicating no roost potential. Although it is proposed to remove
56 trees, 186 new trees will be planted. However, the applicant would accept a
condition requiring a further visual inspection of all trees to be removed to
confirm no change to initial inspection prior to commencement of the works.

It is proposed to carry out an internal inspection of the attic spaces of the
properties to be demolished prior to demolition, refer to Section 12.6.1.5 of the
EIAR.

Accordingly, it is considered that there is no risk of disturbance to bats or
destruction of their resting or feeding places.

Submission issue (iii)

The DAU has concerns in relation to the potential impact of upgrading and
installation of new public lighting having a negative impact on bats.

Response (iii)

Section 12.5.3.3 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report States:
“Having regard to the Urban Development and Building Heights: Guidelines for
Planning Authorities (DoHLG, 2018), in development locations in proximity to
sensitive bird and/or bat areas, proposed schemes need to consider the potential
interaction of the building location, building materials and artificial lighting to
impact flight lines and/or collision.

Any new lighting will be LED type which is directional and reduces light spill to
the surrounding environment.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and

The replacement of older sodium lamps with new LED directional lights such as
those erected in the vicinity of the Millennium Children’s Park at University Road
has not affected bat commuting activity recorded regularly during repeated
Galway Bat Group walks in this area by the author.

To this end, the Proposed Scheme does not include any significant changes in
lighting or streetscape that would have a significant effect on bat commuting in
Galway City.”

The value of the River Corrib which is designated as part of the Lough Corrib
SAC as an area of high biodiversity value is presented in the EIAR and the value
of the Eglinton Canal as a supporting habitat and commuting corridor for faunal
species is also acknowledged. These areas are considered of higher biodiversity
value in the urban setting of Galway City. As such, any proposed replacement of
street lighting in these areas will be considered as per the recommendation of the
DAU, where any new lighting to be installed will be limited to areas only where it
is required. Smart control systems to allow cut-off periods during hours of
darkness and diming at dawn and dusk will be used. Colour temperature control
smart lighting will be installed, permitting the adjustment of the CCT to 2,700K or
below in the following potentially sensitive areas; at the crossing of the Eglinton
Canal, the areas surrounding the Cathedral and car park, the Salmon Weir Bridge
along with Waterside and Newtownsmith.

Submission issue (iv)

In accordance with the National Biodiversity Action Plan, it should be
demonstrated that the project will avoid a net loss of biodiversity.
Response (iv)

It is proposed to plant 186 trees, with the removal of 56 trees. In addition, there
will be a net gain in biodiversity with approximately 2,500m? of vegetation gain
including new proposed amenity grassland areas. Therefore the proposed
development avoids a net loss of biodiversity.

Submission issue (v)
The DAU recommend a number of conditions to planning relating to archaeology
and cultural heritage.

Response (v)

The recommendations included in the submission from the Development
Applications Unit are satisfactory and the Applicant would accept as conditions to
a grant of planning.
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dubiin Road)
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2.7 07 - Diarmuid Croghan

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that the closure of the Salmon Weir Bridge to general
traffic between the hours of 7am — 7pm will have a “massive effect on people who
use the bridge, to access the city centre”, Galway Cathedral and University
College Hospital Galway and will result in additional time and distance to travel
to these places.

Response (i)

It is acknowledged that the Proposed Scheme will result in some current journeys
undertaken in private vehicles being increased, if continued to be undertaken by
private vehicle. The submission provides an example of an 800m journey being
increased to 2.5km. The Proposed Scheme anticipates a modal shift arising from
the changes to the transport network, including the creation of a bus gate at the
Salmon Weir Bridge. In particular, the Proposed Scheme will facilitate a shift
from private vehicle to walking, cycling or public transport for appropriate
journeys. Journeys under 2km in length are ideal for a transfer to walking or
cycling.

It is accepted that not all journeys can be completed by walking, cycling or public
transport for various reasons, and will require to be continued in private vehicles,
some of which may require a slightly longer distance to travel. However, it is
suggested that any inconvenience to motorists or passengers in private vehicles
having to travel an additional 2km in a car, is more than offset by the
improvements in journey time for public transport users and the improved
environment provided to pedestrians and cyclists by the removal of vehicles from
the cross-city link route.

It should be noted that while restrictions are proposed on the Cross-City Link for
through traffic, destinations along the Cross-City Link remain accessible for
private vehicles. The submission suggests that there is no direct route from
Woodquay to Galway Cathedral and the Regional Hospital, however the
submission also correctly identifies that a route is available via the Quincentennial
Bridge. Most of the traffic accessing both destinations, who would currently
utilise the Salmon Weir Bridge, has an origin to the north or east of the Bodkin
junction, making the journey via the Quincentennial Bridge a shorter distance to
large sections of the hospital grounds. It is acknowledged, that this route would
result in a longer journey of approximately 1.1km to Galway Cathedral by private
car.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the closure of the Salmon Weir Bridge to general
traffic between the hours of 7am — 7pm will increase the journey time to Salthill
by private car resulting.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road 1o Dublin Road)
GCC Observations lo Submissions and Objections

Response (ii)

It is acknowledged that the proposed scheme will result in some current journeys
undertaken in private vehicles being increased, if continued to be undertaken by
private vehicle. For example, a journey from Woodquay to Galway Golf Club in
Salthill is approximately 700m longer via the Wolfe Tone Bridge when compared
to via the Salmon Weir Bridge. While this is an approximate 15% increase in
journey distance, it is not considered a significant additional distance to travel in a
private vehicle, when the removal of this trip from the Cross-City Link will
provide reduced journey times for public transport vehicles and an overall
reduction in the number of private vehicle trips being undertaken arising from a
modal shift to walking, cycling and public transport.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the closure of the Salmon Weir Bridge to general
traffic between the hours of 7am — 7pm will increase the journey time to
Oughterard by private car while there is no bus alternative available.

Response (iii)

The submission suggests that the journey referenced, from Woodquay to
Oughterard, will increase in time due to congestion on the road network. It is
noted that the Proposed Scheme intends to increase the number of trips taken by
sustainable transport modes, i.e., walking, cycling and public transport, thereby
reducing the number of trips undertaken by private vehicles relative to the do-
minimum scenario.

Chapter 6 (‘Traffic and Transport’) of the EIAR documents the assessment of the
road network and traffic impact arising from the proposed scheme. Table 6.90 and
Table 6.91 respectively present the volume over capacity at key junctions on the
network and provides a magnitude of impact and significance of effects at the
junctions listed for the year 2023, and for both the AM and PM peak hours
respectively. The submission refers to the Browne Roundabout. Table 6.90 and
Table 6.91 identify that the magnitude of impact of the proposed scheme on this
junction is expected to be medium with the significance of effects being ‘negative
moderate’ in the AM Peak, while the magnitude of impact is expected to be low
with the significance of effects being ‘negative slight’ in the PM peak.

Submission Issue (iv)

The submission suggests that the closure of Waterside, at its junction with St.
Vincent’s Avenue, is unnecessary and unrelated to the Cross-City Link.
Response (iv)

The Cross-City Link has been defined and protected from encroachment by
general traffic primarily through the proposed introduction of bus lane and bus
gates at strategic locations along the route.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

As the submission correctly identifies, Waterside is a part of the Proposed Scheme
and there are bus lanes approaching this junction from both the east and the west,
making this road inaccessible for general traffic. Should this route be retained in
its current form, it would not be accessible, without driving in a bus lane. This
was a primary rationale for the closure of this section of the routes, together with
the creation of a pedestrian plaza. An extract of the General Arrangement layout
for the Proposed Scheme in the vicinity of Waterside is presented below in Figure
2.1

IMPROVED
FACILITIES

TO BE RETAINED

'NEWTOWNSMITH TO BE
CONVERTED TO
PEDESTRIANISED SPACE WITH
/ CONTROLLED ACCESS
&

PROPOSED BOLLARD
CONTROLLED ACCESS — ™~ 4

Figure 2.1 — Extract from EIAR General Arrangement Drawing at Galway Courthouse

Notwithstanding the above, and as included in the response to the submission
made by the Courts Service in Section 2.22 of this report, having considered the
proposed amendments as set out in the submission by the Courts Service, Galway
City Council have no objection to, and would support An Bord Pleanala making a
condition to the grant of planning permission which would amend the Proposed
Scheme in the vicinity of Galway Courthouse. Galway City Council suggest the
following amendments, subject to the approval of An Bord Pleanéla:

The proposed scheme shall be amended in the vicinity of Galway Courthouse, as
per drawing BCG-GA-00-02-PL02.
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

These changes can be summarised as follows:

e Waterside be retained to traffic, and the proposed pedestrian plaza to the rear
of Galway Courthouse be removed from the scheme;

¢ The direction that traffic is permitted to travel on Waterside be reversed, from
the Corrib House Tea Rooms to St. Vincent’s Avenue at the rear of the
courthouse;

¢ A contra-flow cycle track be provided along Waterside, from St. Vincent’s
Avenue to Courthouse Square;

¢ No alterations to the existing footpath and parking under the ownership of
Galway Courthouse be proposed.

It is believed that the suggested alterations to the scheme as described will retain
access to this area, without unduly impacting on the efficient operation of the
Cross-City Link and retaining a legible network for road users locally.

A General Arrangement sketch, extracted from drawing BCG-GA-00-02-PL02,
which is contained in Appendix A of this report, of the proposed layout in the
vicinity of the back of the Courthouse is presented in Figure 2.2

The proposed amendment will remove plot 126.a.101 from the Compulsory
Purchase Order Schedule Part I and plot BB from the Compulsory Purchase Order
Schedule Part III (Section B).
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GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections
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Figure 2.2 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement Drawing at Galway Courthouse

Submission issue (v)

The submission identified the number of parking spaces proposed to be removed
at Woodquay, Galway Cathedral, Gaol Road and Dyke Road and suggests that the
number of parking spaces proposed to be removed is unacceptable for residents,
commuters and service providers.

Response (V)

Section 4.16 of Chapter 04 (Description of the Proposed Scheme) in the EIAR
provides an overview of the alterations to Parking and Loading associated with
the Proposed Scheme. Additionally, Appendix C of the Preliminary Design
Report, which accompanies the planning application contains a Preliminary
Parking Survey Report for the Proposed Scheme.

The proposed scheme provides for the removal of on-street parking at some
locations along its route. In total the Cross City Link Scheme will have a moderate
impact on parking on the road and street network along and within the vicinity of
the Proposed Scheme as identified in Section 6.5.7 of the EIAR. In total there will
be a reduction in on-street car parking spaces of 220.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

This equates to approximately 5% of the surrounding available parking provision
available for public use. The Interim Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029
contains Policy 4.5 relating to Transport Demand Management Measures. Item 3
of this policy states: “Promote changes in the management of car parking,
including for the reduction of on-street parking, improved access arrangements
and a review of pricing structures that will encourage sustainable mobility. "
Section 4.6 of the Galway Transport Strategy also identified proposed measures
relating to Parking. One of the proposed measures states: “It is proposed to
remove most of the on-street parking in the city centre to provide more road-space
Jfor pedestrians and public transport, while retaining disabled driver parking.” It
is considered that the proposals contained in the Proposed Scheme are in keeping
with Galway City Council policy.

Section 4.16 of Chapter 04 (Description of the Proposed Scheme) in the EIAR
provides an overview of the alterations to Parking and Loading associated with
the Proposed Scheme. Additionally, Appendix C of the Preliminary Design
Report, which accompanies the planning application contains a Preliminary
Parking Survey Report for the Proposed Scheme.

It is noted, that while there is a proposed reduction of approximately 44 no.
parking spaces in the Woodquay area, this location is within the city centre zone
and is near several publicly available carparks. For example, within a 250m radius
of Woodquay there is a large public surface carpark at Dyke Road, a large multi-
storey carpark at Corrib Shopping Centre and a public surface carpark at
Newtownsmith. These 3 carparks combined contain approximately 1,140 parking
spaces. Each of these car parks is a 3 — 5 min walk from Woodquay.

Similarly, the proposed reduction of 116 parking spaces at Galway Cathedral are
in a location that is immediately adjacent to the proposed Cross-City Link, with a
proposed inbound and outbound bus stop located at the Cathedral. Frequent,
reliable public transport will be available to and from this location arising from
the Proposed Scheme.

The parking spaces at the Cathedral will be replaced by bus and coach parking,
and the provision of an enhanced public realm area which is currently being
connected by a new pedestrian and cycle bridge adjacent to the existing Salmon
Weir Bridge, thereby significantly improving the overall amenity of the local
environs for people visiting this part of Galway. In terms of retained parking
provision locally, there are an additional approximate 175 parking spaces located
within 200m of the spaces proposed to be removed.

Submission Issue (vi)

The submission states that there was an inadequate consultation for the Proposed
Scheme and no leaflet drop was made to residents in Woodquay.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Response (vi)

Galway City Council undertook comprehensive pre-application non-statutory
public consultation, as described in detail in Section 1.6 of the EIAR. Details of
the non-statutory public consultation are presented in the Public Consultation
Report which accompanies the Proposed Scheme application.

Submission (vii)

The submission suggests that there will be severe traffic congestion if the scheme
is introduced as proposed. The submission suggests that increased people
movement over the Salmon Weir Bridge is not sufficient and there will be a
disproportionate impact on motorists. The submission suggests that modal shift
should be introduced gradually. The submission further suggests that bus gate
operation should be introduced for peak hours only and extended if deemed
necessary.

Response (vii)

The environmental impacts of the Proposed Scheme are set out in the EIAR.
Chapter 06 relates to Traffic and Transport. Chapter 06 includes an assessment of
the impact of the Proposed Scheme on the city road network. Extracts from this
Chapter are provided below:

“Positive, Slfght to Moderate and Long-term effects are predicted at two junctions as
a result of redistribution of general traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme.”
(AM Peak hour)

“Overall, redistributed traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme is expected to
result in a negligible impact at 59 out of 77 junctions assessed and the effect is
deemed Not Significant and Long-term. Five junctions are predicted to experience
Imperceptible and Long-term effects. A Negative, Slight and Long-term effect is
predicted at four junctions,

A Negative, Moderate and Long-term effect at nine junctions. Further assessment
into mitigation measures is therefore not necessary for any junctions in the AM Peak
Hour of the 2038 Design Year."”

“Positive, Slight to Moderate and Long-term effects are predicted at two junctions as
a result of redistribution of general traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme.”
(PM Peak Hour)

“Overall, redistributed traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme is expected to
result in a negligible impact at 55 out of 68 junctions assessed and the effect is
deemed Not Significant and Long-term. Three junctions are predicted to experience
Imperceptible and Long-term effects. A Negative, Moderate and Long-term effect is
predicted at six junctions.

A Negative, Slight and Long-term effect is predicted at four junctions. Further
assessment into mitigation measures is therefore not necessary for any junctions in
the PM Peak Hour of the 2038 Design Year.”
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

With respect to Mitigation and Monitoring Measures required for the proposed
scheme, Chapter 06 of the EIAR concludes the following:

“Given that the Proposed Scheme results in a positive impact for walking, cycling,
bus and people movements, mitigation and monitoring measures have not been
considered for these assessments.

The design development for general traffic and parking / loading, including the
measures incorporated into the Proposed Scheme to minimise negative impacts, have
been outlined in Chapter 4 (Proposed Scheme Description) of this EIAR. Therefore,
no Negative, Significant and Temporary or Long-term effects are predicted as a result
of the Proposed Scheme.

As such, no mitigation measures are required to be considered as part of the
Proposed Scheme.”

With regards to the suggestion that the bus gates should be introduced at peak
hours only, section 4.2 of the EIAR states:

“Bus priority will be achieved through a series of interventions. These vary
throughout the proposed scheme and also vary throughout the time of day at certain
locations. The hours of operation of the bus lanes and gates will be subject to on-
going review based on prevailing traffic conditions and the goal of achieving the
project objectives. Galway City Council and the NTA will co-operate in good faith to
address any issues with the hours of operation that may arise during the lifetime of
the scheme.

Bus priority along R863 University Road will be achieved through the introduction of
bus lanes on the Salmon Weir Bridge, between the entrance to Fisheries Field and
Galway Courthouse. These will function as an effective bus gate, only permitting
buses and permitted vehicles to cross the Salmon Weir bridge in both directions. This
will permit R863 University Road and Nuns Island to remain accessible to all
vehicles during hours of operation of the bus lanes via Newcastle Road. The bus lanes
on Salmon Weir Bridge are proposed to operate seven days a week (Mon — Sun) from
07:00-19:00.”

It should be noted that the operation of the bus gates, not only provide for public
transport priority, but also reduced through traffic along the route e.g. University
Road, which will create a more cycle friendly environment. The opening of the bus
gates outside of peak hours only, would negatively impact on the level of service of
cycling along the Cross-City Link.

2.8 08 — Fairgreen Coach Station Ltd.

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that an assessment of the impact of the Proposed Scheme
as it affects the property cannot be carried out without accurate final design
drawings and no details have been supplied outlining the traffic management
programme to maintain 24-hour access for coaches entering and existing the
station.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Additionally, without perfected vertical and horizontal design drawings, it is
suggested that it is impossible for the property owner to fully understand the
implications of the proposed scheme relating to the Coach Station.

Response (i)

The Coach Station and the various service operators that use the Coach Station
will be one of the main beneficiaries of the Proposed Scheme through the
provision of bus priority infrastructure measures and traffic management
restrictions which will improve accessibility, journey times and journey time
reliability for buses to and through the city centre.

It is considered by the Applicant that sufficient information has been provided to
permit all stakeholders, including directly impacted land owners and the general
public to fully understand the implications of the Proposed Scheme. The Proposed
Scheme has been designed to a level appropriate to the current stage of the
scheme, that is, a preliminary design sufficient to carry out an environmental
impact assessment of the Proposed Scheme, and the confirmation of all necessary
lands to construct and thereafter maintain the infrastructure provided. The
application has been accompanied by a series of drawings including a General
Arrangement of the Proposed Scheme and a Preliminary Design Report of the
Proposed Scheme. Chapter 05 (‘Construction’) of the EIAR which incorporated
both a Construction and Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and
Construction Traffic Management Plan.

Drawing BCG-GA-00-07 submitted with the planning application for the
Proposed Scheme denotes that a “Proposed Raised Entry Treatment with Tactile
Paving” is intended to be constructed at the entrance to the Coach Station on
College Road.

Section 4.11 of the Preliminary Design Report submitted with the planning
application relates to kerbing along the scheme. This section provides typical
details for kerb treatment at raised table priority junctions. It states

At locations where a footpath will be located adjacent to a cycle track, a half-
battered kerb with a 60mm upstand is proposed. This 60mm high vertical kerb
will be required to ensure that the kerb is properly detectable by visually impaired
pedestrians using the footpath. At locations where a cycle track is not present, and
the footpath is adjacent to the carriageway, a standard 125mm upstand is
proposed. Dropped and transition kerbs will be provided at driveways and
pedestrian crossings.”

Chapter 05 of the EIAR relates to the construction of the proposed scheme.
Section 5.5.3.2 of this Chapter details Parking and Access. This section states:

“When roads and streets are being upgraded, there will be some temporary
disruption / alterations to on-street and off-street parking provision, and access to
premises in certain locations along the Proposed Scheme. Local arrangements
will be made on a case-by-case basis to maintain continued access to homes and
businesses affected by the works, at all times, where practicable. (emphasis
added) Details regarding temporary access provisions will be discussed with
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross Clty Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observalions to Submissions and Objections

homes and businesses prior to construction starting in the area. The duration of
the works will vary from property to property, but access and egress will be
maintained at all times.”

Should the Proposed Scheme be approved by An Bord Pleanala, the appointed
contractor will be required to liaise directly with the Operators of the Coach
Station to facilitate the ongoing use of the access and egress points during the
construction stage, as set out above.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the proposed scheme will have a severe detrimental
effect on the functionality of the coach station as no impact on vehicle movements
have been considered.

Response (ii)

Chapter 06 of the EIAR (‘Traffic and Transport’), documents the assessment and
impact of vehicle movements.

It is considered that the Proposed Scheme will have a significant positive benefit
to the functionality of the coach station, contrary to the suggestion made in the
submission. The entrance to the Coach Station is located directly on the Cross-
City Link, which will provide bus priority along its length. Buses entering the
Coach Station (or exiting the Coach Station onto Fairgreen Road, approximately
115m from the Cross-City Link), will benefit from the reduced journey times for
buses travelling along the route. Section 6.5.8.2 of the EIAR also presents the
anticipated bus journey time and reliability changes as a result of the proposed
scheme, which includes an average reduction of 51% in the journey time for
eastbound buses and an average reduction of 37% in the journey time for
westbound buses along the Cross-City Link in the year of opening of the Proposed
Scheme.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the positioning of the proposed pedestrian crossing
on Fairgreen Road is considered dangerous as it is claimed that it places
pedestrians waiting to use the crossing in a dangerous position.

Response (iii)

The Proposed Scheme has been designed with the intention of improving safety
for pedestrians and encouraging walking as a key mode of travel. A controlled
pedestrian crossing has been proposed on Fairgreen Road to provide a safe
crossing point for pedestrians, located between key attractors including Galway
Coach Station, Ceannt Bus and Rail Station and the existing taxi rank on
Fairgreen Road.

This crossing is located within close proximity of the existing exit from Galway
Coach Station onto Fairgreen Road.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

However, this crossing and its interaction with the exit from the Coach Station has
been designed to avoid a conflict between exiting buses and waiting pedestrians.
The Applicant is satisfied that buses will be able to exit the coach station without
encroaching on the waiting area for pedestrians wishing to cross the road utilising
the proposed pedestrian crossing.

2.9 09 - Galway City Community Network

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that the Proposed Scheme should include measures to
ensure the safety of vulnerable road users. It suggests that more pedestrian
crossings should be included and there should be a minimum distance between
pedestrian crossings. It suggests that pedestrian crossings should be added to
ensure access to bus stops. The submission suggests that permeability should be
improved by removing obstacles like kissing gates and off-road cycle and
walkways should be designed to ensure accessibility for wheelchair users.

Response (i)

The Proposed Scheme includes for the provision of controlled pedestrian
crossings, in particular in close proximity to bus stops along the Cross-City Link
and at junctions along the scheme. In addition, raised tables at access junctions are
also proposed to improve pedestrian comfort and safety.

The submission suggests that there should be more pedestrian crossings and a
minimum distance between pedestrian crossing without providing examples of
areas in which it is considered that pedestrian crossing facilities are lacking, it is
therefore difficult to provide a detailed response to this point. Pedestrian crossings
have been proposed at locations where pedestrian desire lines have been identified
or predicted. Galway City Council are happy to receive and consider suggestions
to the installation of controlled pedestrian crossings across the city.

The Proposed Scheme does not propose the installation of kissing gates.

Walkways have been designs to improve accessibility for wheelchair users, with
footpaths widened in numerous locations and raised tables proposed across
junctions. Subject to approval by An Bord Pleanéla, Galway City Council will
construct the scheme in accordance with relevant standards relating to
accessibility.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission welcomes the proposed restrictions to traffic and the creation of
the City Centre Access Network. The submission welcomes the focus of the
scheme to prioritise public transport and walking along its length, however the
submission suggests that the provision of clear cycling routes through the city
centre has not been addressed by the plan.
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
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The submission recommends careful balancing of this issue with the requirements
of universal design to ensure that the hierarchy of road users is maintained, yet
active modes of travel are promoted in Galway City Centre.

Response (ii)

The proposed scheme underwent an options assessment process for each discrete
section of the proposed scheme. A Multi-Criteria Analysis (MCA) was carried out
on scheme options in order to determine the preferred option for the Proposed
Scheme. The options were assessed under a series of criteria including Economy,
Safety, Physical Activity, Environment, Accessibility and Social Inclusion,
Integration and GTS Policies. These criteria were further broken into relevant sub-
criteria for assessment purposes, including Transport Reliability and Quality
(Pedestrian and Cyclist Journey Quality and Time), Cyclist User Safety,
Promotion of Active Travel Modes and Safe and efficient movements of
pedestrians and cyclists on and crossing the routes. These elements were
considered in combination with all the other criteria and cub-criteria in order to
determine the preferred option for each section of the scheme.

The National Cycle Manual (Section 1.7.3) sets out a hierarchy of provision for
designers to consider when designing for cyclists. The first two steps in this
hierarchy are traffic reduction and traffic calming, with the provision of cycle
lanes and cycle tracks being number 5 in the hierarchy. This is the approach
adopted for the Proposed Scheme. Traffic reduction will be achieved along the
majority of the route of the Proposed Scheme, (from University Road to College
Road inclusive), thereby providing a safer, more attractive environment suitable
for cycling.

Galway City Council has proposed to introduce a 30 km/hr speed limit in Galway
City Centre, that would include the Cross-City Link from University Road to
College Road inclusive. The Elected Members of Galway City Council (GCC)
have recently (January 2023) approved proposals to bring forward the proposed
speed limit changes to Public Consultation. It is envisaged that a 30 km/hr speed
limit will be introduced in advance of the opening of the proposed scheme. The
introduction of such a speed limit would further enhance the environment of the
Cross-City Link for cycling and walking.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the Proposed Scheme should not result in making
access to the city centre more difficult for blue badge holders. The submission
identifies the proposed relocation or removal of disabled parking bays, suggesting
that these are unacceptable.
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Galway Clty Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
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Response (iii)

The submission presents a table of current and proposed disabled parking bays for
the Proposed Scheme, which identifies that 2 existing disabled parking bays at
Eyre Square are proposed to be relocated to Béthar Irwin, a new disabled parking
bay is proposed at College Road and 2 disabled parking bays are proposed to be
removed at Woodquay.

With regards to the loss of two disabled parking bays at Woodquay, it was not the
design intent to reduce the number of disabled parking bays in this location.
Galway City Council intend to maintain two disabled parking bays as part of the
proposed scheme and should An Bord Pleanala grant approval for the scheme,
Galway City Council suggest a condition a condition being placed on a grant of
planning stating that no less than the existing number of disabled parking bays are
to be maintained at Woodquay.

With regards to the relocation of two disabled parking bays from Eyre Square to
Béthar Irwin, it was found that it is necessary to relocate these parking bays due to
the removal of the roadway at this location. The disabled parking bays are
currently located in an area of roadway to be removed as part of the Proposed
Scheme, and would no longer be accessible to cars for parking or through
movements. The closest location where replacement parking could be provided is
at Bothar Irwin and this is proposed in order to not reduce the number of disabled
parking spaces in the vicinity.

Submission (iv)

The submission suggests that all footpaths should be widened, if possible, in line
with the Irish Wheelchair Associations Guidelines of Best Practice. The
submission also suggests that zebra crossings be proposed in place of signal-
controlled pedestrian crossings. Pedestrian crossings are suggested to the south of
the Cathedral car-park, at McSwiggans, On University Road and Salmon Weir
Bridge and on the eastern end of Lough Atalia Road. Additionally the submission
suggests that tactile paving should be provided, which it is suggested are not
shown on the drawings.

Response (iv)

The Proposed Scheme intends to widen footpaths where feasible. Throughout the
Scheme it is necessary in places to balance the desire to widen footpaths with the
desire to widen cycle paths, with demand for both and limited space available.

As part of the Proposed Scheme, controlled pedestrian crossings are proposed at
University Road, at the Salmon Weir Bridge and at the eastern end of Lough
Atalia Road. The suggested pedestrian crossings at the south of the Cathedral
carpark are noted and will be considered at the detailed design stage.

The Proposed Scheme proposes to provide tactile paving at all pedestrian
crossings in accordance with “Guidance on the use of Tactile Paving Surfaces”. It
is noted that proposed tactile paving at pedestrian crossings are indicated on the
General Arrangement drawings for the proposed scheme.
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Submission issue (v)

The submission suggests that there is a lack of a legible corridor for cyclists
through the city centre. The submission queries how the new pedestrian and cycle
bridge at Salmon Weir will be accessed from the north or the east. It is suggested
that one-way streets in the city centre do not have contra-flow cycle tracks and it
is further queried as to the purpose of a proposed contra-flow cycle track at
Woodquay, which is included as part of the Proposed Scheme.

Response (V)

It is not the intention of the Proposed Scheme to restrict access for cyclists to or
from the new Salmon Weir Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge. The submission suggests
that the creation of a cul-de-sac at Newtownsmith (to permit vehicles exit from
Newtownsmith onto St. Vincent’s Avenue at times when HGV access is permitted
for loading), will restrict cyclists from entering Newtownsmith from St. Vincent’s
Avenue (and restrict access to the new Salmon Weir Pedestrian and Cycle
Bridge).

The Proposed Scheme intends that Newtownsmith will be made a cul-de-sac
utilising retractable bollards. The section of Newtownsmith between the bollards
and St. Vincent’s Avenue is proposed to act as a shared space for pedestrians and
cyclists. Both pedestrians and cyclists will be permitted to traverse Newtownsmith
in both directions when the bollards are up, permitting access and egress in both
directions for cyclists. References in the design to a one-way relate to vehicles
exiting Newtownsmith during the loading window when the bollards are retracted
and are not intended to restrict cyclist permeability.

The Proposed Scheme intends to create a one-way street for traffic through
Woodquay. This includes the removal of a number of parking spaces in this
location. As Woodquay serves as both an origin or destination of trips due to the
presence of multiple uses including restaurants, pub, retail and residential, it is
anticipated that cycling trips to and from this area will also be frequent. The
Proposed Scheme therefore includes a contra-flow cycle track adjacent to a one-
way street to facilitate trips beginning at Woodway wishing to access Headford
Road.

Submission issue (vi)

The submission suggests that the proposed scheme is based on the shared use of
the road by cyclists and other vehicles along the Cross-City Link and that there
are concerns around cyclist safety. The submission suggests incorporating traffic
calming measures to enhance safety. The submission further suggests the
provision of segregated cycling infrastructure is preferred. The submission
suggests that some streets could be retained as one-way for general traffic and
two-way segregated cycle tracks could be provided.
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Response (vi)

The National Cycle Manual (Section 1.7.3) sets out a hierarchy of provision for
designers to consider when designing for cyclists. The first two steps in this
hierarchy are traffic reduction and traffic calming, with the provision of cycle
lanes and cycle tracks being number 5 in the hierarchy. This is the approach
adopted for the Proposed Scheme. Traffic reduction will be achieved along the
majority of the route of the Proposed Scheme, (from University Road to College
Road inclusive), thereby providing a safer, more attractive environment suitable
for cycling.

Galway City Council has proposed to introduce a 30 km/hr speed limit in Galway
City Centre, that would include the Cross-City Link from University Road to
College Road inclusive. The Elected Members of Galway City Council (GCC)
have recently (January 2023) approved proposals to bring forward the proposed
speed limit changes to Public Consultation. It is envisaged that a 30 km/hr speed
limit will be introduced in advance of the opening of the proposed scheme. The
introduction of such a speed limit would further enhance the environment of the
Cross-City Link for cycling and walking.

The submission suggests that some streets could be retained as one-way for
general traffic and two-way for cyclists, however the Proposed Scheme has been
developed in line with the Galway Transport Strategy, which identifies the
proposed Cycle Network, Public Transport Network and general road network for
the City Centre.

Submission Appendix:

The submission includes an Appendix titled “Appendix: Observations on the
Treatment of Cycling in the Bus Connects Galway Cross City Link (University
Road to Dublin Road) Scheme, prepared by Shane Foran, GCCN representative
on the Galway City Council Strategic Policy Committee on Transport. This
Appendix has also been submitted to An Bord Pleanéla by Mr. Foran and a
response to this has been provided in Section 2.20 of this report.

2.10 10 - Gleann Noinin Owners Management
Company / Padraig Conneely

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that increasing traffic and bringing it closer to the
residential properties in Gleann Noinin will have a severe impact on the residents.

Response (i)

Predicted noise impacts on College Road are included in the assessment provided
in Chapter 9 of the EIAR. The northern section of College Road is assessed as
road links 52333/50495 and 52333/52332, refer to Appendix 9.2. The assessment
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of these links concludes that the Proposed Scheme will result in a slight reduction
in noise levels at the nearest noise sensitive receptors along College Road.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the proposed scheme would massively hinder the
visual appearance of the entrance to the estate.

Response (ii)

As outlined in Table 16.3 of the EIAR, 5no. semi-mature trees (4no. Maple and
1no. Cherry) and hedging/shrubbery (Privet and Fuchsia) will be removed along
College Road at Gleann Noinin apartment scheme and the adjoining residential
property. Section 16.4.3.1 of the EIAR states that the removal of the line of trees
at Moneenageisha Court will result in opening up views of the
College/Dublin/Moneenageisha Road junction. The existing boundary wall will be
demolished to facilitate the bus lane and widen footpaths on College Road. The
townscape / streetscape and visual effect of the Construction Phase on these
properties has the potential to be significant, negative and short-term.

However, as noted in Table 16.4, the residual impact on properties on College
Road is predicted to be moderate positive and long-term following the
implementation of mitigation measures.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission raises concerns that owners and residents have concerns that an
increase in traffic flow on College Road will impact the vehicular and pedestrian
accessibility of the estate. It is suggested that there will be an inability to turn right
when exiting the estate. Concerns were also expressed in terms of the ability of
pedestrians to cross College Road.

Response (iii)

It is predicted that the Proposed Scheme will not lead to higher private car usage
on College Road. Table 6.82 in Chapter 06 Traffic & Transport of the EIAR
identified the road links that will experience a reduction of greater than 100
Passenger Car Units (PCU) during the AM peak hour in the year of opening of the
scheme. This Table identified that College Road (between Lough Atalia Road
and Dublin Road) will experience a reduction of 219 pcu. In the PM peak hour,
College Road between Lough Atalia Road and Dublin Road will experience an
increase of 100 pcu. Overall, along College Road in the vicinity of the proposed
development no increase in private car usage is anticipated.

The Proposed Scheme will not restrict people exiting the Gleann Noinin
development from turning right onto College Road. A yellow box road marking is
proposed to be retained at the entrance to Gleann Noinin to assist with movements
entering and exiting the development.
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Controlled pedestrian crossings are proposed to be retained at the Lough Atalia
Road / College Road junction and at the Moneenageisha junction to provide safe
crossing points for pedestrians crossing College Road.

Submission issue (iv)

The submission suggests that the Proposed Scheme would have a negative effect
on property values.

Response (iv)

Please see Section 3.9 for the Council’s response to this issue.
2.11 11 - Kieran Devaney and Family

Submission issue (i)

The submission states that the proposed scheme does not attempt to facilitate
casual trading in the location of Eyre Square North. The submission states that the
objectors are willing to temporarily re-locate for the duration of the proposed
works once they can return to the same area again under the same conditions they
currently operate under.

Response (i)

Upon consideration of the concerns of the Devaney Family and other submissions
received relating to the Proposed Scheme, Galway City Council will not object to
amending the proposed scheme requiring the casual trading area to remain in its
current location, should An Bord Pleanéla consider this appropriate. Galway City
Council suggest that this potential amendment to the proposed scheme can be
dealt with by way of a condition of planning, stating that the proposed scheme
shall be amended in the vicinity of Eyre Square North, as per drawing BCG-GA-
00-04-PL02.

It will require the removal of a proposed landscaped area in the vicinity of the
existing casual trading area and the relocation of the proposed loading bay to a
location south-west of that proposed in the current scheme.

A General Arrangement sketch, extracted from drawing BCG-GA-00-04-PL02,
which is contained in Appendix A of this report, of the proposed layout in the
vicinity of Eyre Square North is presented in Figure 2.3
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Figure 2.3 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement at Eyre Square North

This suggested change to the proposed development will reduce the number of
trees to be planted across the scheme by 9, from 186 to 177. This change is
deemed to be not significant at a local and on a scheme-wide basis; no additional
significant impacts are likely. Impacts relating to the displacement of traders at
this location will not now occur in the longer term.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the location of the existing casual trading area is
proposed for bicycle access only and vans bringing stall equipment could not
access the causal trading area.

Response (ii)

The submission refers to areas DB1 (sic), BC1 and BC2 states that the Devaney
Family has enjoyed the benefit of a casual trading licence to trade in these areas
since 1964. The submission also includes a map stating to be the Galway City
Council map showing the bays in question.

However, it should be noted that the areas identified in the CPO as BC1 - BC2
and BD1-BD2 actually relate to the public road, including the adjoining loading
bay and taxi rank, and do not overlap with the casual trading area in this location.
It is understood that the casual trading area is bounded by the kerb line separating
the raised plaza area and the loading bay.
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The CPO identifies these areas as public rights of way to be restricted or
otherwise interfered with and relate to the removal of this section of road as a
through route. It is not intended that the restriction or interference with a public
right of way on this section of road would interfere with the safe and orderly
operation of a casual trading area. Permissions for vehicular access to any casual
trading bays would be defined via annual trading licences issues to traders.

2.12 12 - Mary & Patrick Browne et al.

Submission issue (i)

The submission objects to the retention of an existing bus stop on University Road
westbound (in close proximity to the NUIG main gate — Bus Stop No. 523031)
and the inclusion of a new bus shelter with seating. The objection is based on the
grounds that when large crowds gather at the bus stop, vehicular access to
Numbers 7,8 and 9 University Road is impeded, anti-social behaviour is common
at this bus stop, that the bus stop generates litter and noise as a result of the stop.

The submission proposes that the existing bus stop be relocated to a new location
which does not interfere with residents.

Response (i)

The Proposed Scheme intends to retain the existing bus stop in its current
location, due to its proximity to the main gate of NUIG and central location along
University Road. The proposed scheme also intends to relocate an existing
controlled pedestrian crossing, improving its location between the inbound and
outbound bus stops and at the NUIG main entrance. The bus stop is located along
a section where most properties have the benefit of driveways and off-street
parking, while in the location suggested in the application, on-street parking, in
front of properties with no driveways is proposed to be retained.

Chapter 04 of the EIAR provides a description of the Proposed scheme. Section
4.5.4.8 of this Chapter relates to Bus Stop Shelters. Extracts from this section of
the EIAR are provided below:

“The Proposed Scheme supports the intent of providing significant improvement in
the customer experience for bus service users in Galway under the BusConnects
programme. The provision of high-quality bus shelters at bus stops forms part of this
level of service improvement.

Bus shelters offer protection for people from poor weather, with lighting to help them
feel more secure. Seating is provided to assist ambulant disabled and older
passengers. Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI) signage is included at bus stops
to provide information on the bus services which use the stop.”

The proposed scheme includes the widening of footpaths along University Road. In
the location of the existing bus stop the current footpath width is 1.87m wide. The
Proposed Scheme would widen this footpath to 4.0m at this location. This additional
width would provide for additional waiting space for bus users while improving the
pedestrian environment and safety along University Road.
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It is anticipated that this additional footpath area will mitigate against any current
issues arising from pedestrians potentially restricting access to residential properties
in the vicinity of the Bus Stop.

Table 6.8 of Chapter 06 (Traffic and Transport) in the EIAR identifies the number
and frequency of buses currently utilising the bus stops on University Road. This
corridor is a busy public transport corridor with multiple services running along it. It
is anticipated that existing services along this corridor will be rationalised and
replaced with 5 no. cross-city services as set out in the GTS. This bus stop will
continue to be a heavily demanded bus stop.

2.13 13- Niall Faherty

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that there has been no consultation with stakeholders
affected in the proposed scheme.

Response (i)

Galway City Council has undertaken comprehensive non-statutory pre-application
consultation. The consultation process that was undertaken is described in detail
in Section 1.6 of the EIAR and a Public Consultation 2020-2021 Report was
submitted to An Bord Pleandla accompanying the planning application.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission objects to the removal of parking within the Woodquay area and
suggests that parking removal will have a negative impact on businesses in the
Central Business District of Galway.

Response (ii)

Section 4.16 of Chapter 04 (Description of the Proposed Scheme) in the EIAR
provides an overview of the alterations to Parking and Loading associated with
the Proposed Scheme. Additionally, Appendix C of the Preliminary Design
Report, which accompanies the planning application contains a Preliminary
Parking Survey Report for the Proposed Scheme.

The proposed scheme provides for the removal of on-street parking at some
locations along its route. In total the Cross City Link Scheme will have a moderate
impact on parking on the road and street network along and within the vicinity of
the Proposed Scheme as identified in Section 6.5.7 of the EIAR. In total there will
be a reduction in on-street car parking spaces of 220. This equates to
approximately 5% of the surrounding available parking provision available for
public use. The Interim Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029 contains
Policy 4.5 relating to Transport Demand Management Measures. Item 3 of this
policy states: “Promote changes in the management of car parking, including for
the reduction of on-street parking, improved access arrangements and a review of
pricing structures that will encourage sustainable mobility. "
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Section 4.6 of the Galway Transport Strategy also identified proposed measures
relating to Parking. One of the proposed measures states: “It is proposed to
remove most of the on-street parking in the city centre to provide more road-space
for pedestrians and public transport, while retaining disabled driver parking.” It
is considered that the proposals contained in the Proposed Scheme are in keeping
with Galway City Council policy.

It is noted, that while there is a proposed reduction of approximately 44 no.
parking spaces in the Woodquay area, this location is within the city centre zone
and is near several publicly available carparks. For example, within a 250m radius
of Woodquay there is a large public surface carpark at Dyke Road, a large multi-
storey carpark at Corrib Shopping Centre and a public surface carpark at
Newtownsmith. These 3 carparks combined contain approximately 1,140 parking
spaces. Each of these car parks is a 3 — 5 min walk from Woodquay.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the Cross-City Link will result in a redistribution of
traffic across the city road network causing an increase in gridlock.

Response (i)

Chapter 06 of the EIAR relates to Traffic and Transport and includes an
assessment of the impact of the Proposed Scheme on the city road network.
Extracts from this Chapter are provided below:

“Positive, Slight to Moderate and Long-term effects are predicted at two junctions as
a result of redistribution of general traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme.”
(AM Peak hour)

“Overall, redistributed traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme is expected to
result in a negligible impact at 59 out of 77 junctions assessed and the effect is
deemed Not Significant and Long-term. Five junctions are predicted to experience
Imperceptible and Long-term effects. A Negative, Slight and Long-term effect is
predicted at four junctions,

A Negative, Moderate and Long-term effect at nine junctions. Further assessment
into mitigation measures is therefore not necessary for any junctions in the AM Peak
Hour of the 2038 Design Year.”

“Positive, Slight to Moderate and Long-term effects are predicted at two junctions as
a result of redistribution of general traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme.”
(PM Peak Hour)

“Overall, redistributed traffic associated with the Proposed Scheme is expected to
result in a negligible impact at 55 out of 68 junctions assessed and the effect is
deemed Not Significant and Long-term. Three junctions are predicted to experience
Imperceptible and Long-term effects. A Negative, Moderate and Long-term effect is
predicted at six junctions.

A Negative, Slight and Long-term effect is predicted at four junctions. Further
assessment into mitigation measures is therefore not necessary for any junctions in
the PM Peak Hour of the 2038 Design Year.”
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With respect to Mitigation and Monitoring Measures required for the proposed
scheme, Chapter 06 of the EIAR concludes the following:

“Given that the Proposed Scheme results in a positive impact for walking, cycling,
bus and people movements, mitigation and monitoring measures have not been
considered for these assessments.

The design development for general traffic and parking / loading, including the
measures incorporated into the Proposed Scheme to minimise negative impacts, have
been outlined in Chapter 4 (Proposed Scheme Description) of this EIAR. Therefore,
no Negative, Significant and Temporary or Long-term effects are predicted as a result
of the Proposed Scheme.

As such, no mitigation measures are required fo be considered as part of the
Proposed Scheme.”

2.14 14 - Northern & Western Regional Assembly

It is acknowledged that the submission states that the Proposed Scheme is
consistent with regional planning objectives as set out within the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy for the Northern and Western Region 2020 — 2032
(RSES). The Proposed Scheme was developed by the Applicant in keeping with
these objectives.

2.15 15 - Olivia Heffernan

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that should the Proposed Scheme proceed, the resulting
reduction in available parking spaces at the Bayview B&B would result in the
closure of the business.

Response (i)

It is acknowledged that the Proposed Scheme could have an impact on the existing
parking provision at Bay View House B&B.

Appendix C of the Preliminary Design Report contains a Preliminary Parking
Survey Report. This report identified that the Proposed Scheme would result in
the loss of approximately 5 no. parkmg spaces from the Bayview B&B upon
completion of the works.

The resulting reduction in car-park numbers arising from the CPO process will be
subject to compensation, if approved by An Bord Pleanala and a notice to treat is
served. It is further noted that alternative parking provision for overflow parking
is available within a reasonable distance of the Bayview B&B. The Galway City
Council public carpark on College Road is located within 350m of the Bayview
B&B.
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During the construction stage, with the inclusion of the lands sought to be
temporarily acquired for construction, the submission suggests that there would

only be sufficient space for 2 vehicles to park in the remaining carpark at the
B&B.

While it is acknowledged that the proposed work will impact on the car-park, this
is an underestimate of the number of parking spaces that could be maintained.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the Road Safety Audit carried out on the Proposed
Scheme does not consider that the entrance to Bay View B&B will be 8m closer
to the Moneenageisha junction that currently. The submission suggests that
Galway City Council and An Bord Pleanéla could be liable for any accidents
occurring at the entrance to the property, and as such the submission suggests that
the property owner will seek indemnity from GCC and ABP in respect of any
accidents. The submission also suggests that the Proposed Scheme shows a
pedestrian crossing beside the entrance to the Bayview House, which it is
suggested would create an additional hazard and it was not addressed in the Road
Safety Audit.

Response (ii)

The submission provides an extract only of the Stage 1 Road Safety Audit (RSA)
The complete Stage 1 RSA is included as Appendix D of the Preliminary Design
Report.

The RSA identified this pedestrian crossing as presenting a concern and
recommended that the stagger of this crossing be amended. The Designer’s
Response to the RSA agreed to this suggestion and the design was amended to
reverse the proposed staggers of the pedestrian crossing, thereby moving the
pedestrian crossing away from the existing entrance to Bayview B&B. The
proposed relocated pedestrian crossing will be approximately Sm north-west of its
current position, in line with the proposed front boundary of Bayview B&B. This
issue was addressed through the Road Safety Audit and design process.

2.16 16 - Progressive Friends Taxi Association

Submission issue (i)

The submission objects to the “likely removal of the taxi rank in Eyre Square”.

Response (i)

The Proposed Scheme includes for amendments to the existing taxi rank(s) in the
vicinity of Eyre Square. Currently a singular taxi rank, broken into different
sections, along Eyre Square North, Prospect Hill and Eyre Square East is in
operation.
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The Proposed Scheme would alter the operation of Taxi Ranks around Eyre
Square, resulting in the future operation of 3 no. separate and distinct taxi ranks.

Due to the proposed removal of the road located between Eyre Square North and
Bank of Ireland, and the creation of an enhanced public realm plaza combined
with the cul-de-sac of Prospect Hill at its interface with the Cross-City Link,
amendments to the existing taxi rank(s) are necessary as part of the Proposed
Scheme. Appendix C of the Preliminary Design Report, the Preliminary Parking
Survey Report’ together with the Road Marking and Signage design drawings
submitted as part of this planning application contain design information
pertaining to the proposed accommodation of taxi ranks.

The existing, combined taxi rank along Eyre Square has capacity for
approximately 39 taxis. The standard operation of this rank sees taxis joining the
back of the queue at the rank via Eyre Square East, with the queue infrequently
snaking along Eyre Square East, Prospect Hill and Eyre Square North. The head
of the queue is located on Eyre Square North, opposite Supermacs. An indication
of the existing taxi rank operation is presented below in Figure 2.4

Figure 2.4 — Existing Taxi Rank Operatoin at Eyre Square

The Proposed Scheme would have three separate taxi ranks, one on Prospect Hill
(comprising of three bays), one on Eyre Square East (comprising of 2 bays) and
one on Eyre Square South (comprising of one bay). Combined, these three ranks
will have capacity for approximately 26 taxis. Passengers will have a choice on
which taxi rank to use, likely dependant on their proximity and/or destination.

This proposed layout is anticipated to operate with a higher turnover of taxis at
each of the ranks, resulting in shorter queues, relative to the current single long
rank with multiple sections and longer gaps in the queues.
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2.17 17 - Ryan Family

Submission issue (i)

The submission states that: “the maps provided are of such poor quality that is
(sic) virtually impossible to determine exactly how it will affect our clients’

property”

Response (i)

The property at No. 3 Headford Road is not directly impacted by the proposed
scheme, and no direct alterations to the property are intended.

It is the understanding of Galway City Council that the rear of the property is
accessed via an existing laneway from St. Brendan’s Avenue, which ends at the
rear of No. 3 Headford Road and No. 17. St. Brendan’s Avenue. The Proposed
Scheme intends to acquire part of this laneway, directly to the rear of No. 5/6
Headford Road, for the purposes of realigning St. Brendan’s Avenue. Access to
the remainder of the laneway is not proposed to be altered. Figure 2.5 provides an
extract from Drawing BCG-GA-00-03 of the Proposed Scheme in this location.
No. 3 Headford Road has been highlighted in blue for clarity. The section of
laneway to be retained has also been identified. Access to and from the laneway
will continue to be permitted across what would become public lands.
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Figure 2.5 — Retained Laneway at No. 3 Headford Road
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. Temporary Acquisition

& Permanent Acquisition
Figure 2.6 — Laneway to be removed at No. 3 Headford Road

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the proposed scheme will lead to increased noise,
fumes and light pollution to the rear of the property, loss of privacy to the rear of
the property, increased security to the rear of the property, safety issues from the
laneway over a road and vice versa by foot and bicycle, and inconvenience
assuming a revised bin collection from the front of the property and oil deliveries,
overlooking.

Response (ii)

The proposed scheme does not intend to make any alterations to the laneway
directly to the rear of this property. Any existing access opportunities to No. 3
Headford Road, via the existing laneway are intended to be retained, including by
foot and bicycle, via St. Brendan’s Avenue.

It is not accepted that the Proposed Scheme will impact on noise, fumes or light
pollution or reduce security or safety. The noise levels on Headford Road are
predicted to decrease with the implementation of the Proposed Development, at
the location of 3 Headford Road. On St Brendan’s Avenue to the rear of the
property, no changes are proposed to the rear of the property, therefore, no
increased noise, fumes or light pollution are expected and to loss in privacy will
oceur.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the removal of parking spaces in Woodquay will
have a drastic effect on the property and neighbouring properties.
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Response (iii)

Section 4.16 of Chapter 04 (Description of the Proposed Scheme) in the EIAR
provides an overview of the alterations to Parking and Loading associated with
the Proposed Scheme. Additionally, Appendix C of the Preliminary Design
Report, which accompanies the planning application contains a Preliminary
Parking Survey Report for the Proposed Scheme.

The proposed scheme does include for the removal of a quantity of on-street
parking at some locations along its route. In total The Cross City Link Scheme
will have a moderate impact on parking on the road and street network along and
within the vicinity of the Proposed Scheme as identified in Section 6.5.7 of the
EIAR. In total there will be a reduction in on-street car parking spaces of 220.
This equates to approximately 5% of the surrounding available parking provision
available for public use. The Interim Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029
contains Policy 4.5 relating to Transport Demand Management Measures. Item 3
of this policy states: “Promote changes in the management of car parking,
including for the reduction of on-street parking, improved access arrangements
and a review of pricing structures that will encourage sustainable mobility.”
Section 4.6 of the Galway Transport Strategy also identified proposed measures
relating to Parking. One of the proposed measures states: “It is proposed to
remove most of the on-street parking in the city centre to provide more road-space
for pedestrians and public transport, while retaining disabled driver parking.” It
is considered that the proposals contained in the Proposed Scheme are in keeping
with Galway City Council policy. -

It is noted, that while there is a proposed reduction of approximately 44 no.
parking spaces in the Woodquay area, this location is within the city centre zone
and is near several publicly available carparks. For example, within a 250m radius
of Woodquay there is a large public surface carpark at Dyke Road, a large multi-
storey carpark at Corrib Shopping Centre and a public surface carpark at
Newtownsmith. These 3 carparks combined contain approximately 1,140 parking
spaces. Each of these car parks is a 3 — 5 min walk from Woodquay.

Submission issue (iv)

The submission suggests that consultation did not take place with Woodquay
residents, or only a select number of residents were consulted.

Response (iv)

A comprehensive non-statutory pre-application consultation was undertaken by
Galway City Council with the public. The consultation process that was
undertaken is described in detail in Section 1.6 of the EIAR and a Public
Consultation 2020-2021 Report was submitted to An Bord Pleanéla
accompanying the planning application. This process was open to all interested
persons. Additionally, the Woodquay Residents Association was invited to
specific Stakeholder Meetings held as part of this public consultation process, as
detailed in Appendix A of the Public Consultation 2020-2021 Report.
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Submission (v)

The submission suggests that the proposed scheme is premature and that the
closure of the Salmon Weir Bridge to general traffic will have a detrimental effect
on businesses, residents, tourists and commuters.

Response (v)

A comprehensive EIAR was submitted with the planning application for the
proposed scheme Chapter 06 of the EIAR relates to Traffic and Transport and
included an assessment of the impact of the proposed scheme on the city road
network. With respect to Mitigation and Monitoring Measures required for the
proposed scheme, Chapter 06 of the EIAR concludes the following:

“Given that the Proposed Scheme results in a positive impact for walking, cycling,
bus and people movements, mitigation and monitoring measures have not been
considered for these assessments.

The design development for general traffic and parking / loading, including the
measures incorporated into the Proposed Scheme to minimise negative impacts, have
been outlined in Chapter 4 (Proposed Scheme Description) of this EIAR. Therefore,
no Negative, Significant and Temporary or Long-term effects are predicted as a result
of the Proposed Scheme.

As such, no mitigation measures are required to be considered as part of the
Proposed Scheme.”’

The proposed scheme has been a key component of the Galway Transport Strategy
for a number of years.

An assessment of the potential impact of the proposed development on Population is
provided in Chapter 10 of the EIAR. Section 10.4.42 provides as an economic
assessment of the proposed development as it relates to accessibility. It concludes that
due to an increase in pedestrian movement, all businesses along the Proposed
Scheme will, to some extent, benefit from the increase in passing trade. At some
locations, it is recognised that there is the potential for a Negative, Moderate and
Long-Term impact as a result of changes to access to commercial facilities due to the
negative impacts of the redistributed traffic which will make the surrounding road
network more congested and increase journey times to community facilities at the
AM/PM peak periods.

2.18 18 - Sean and Phil Scahill

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that members of a Design Team providing input to an
EIAR is inconsistent and contrary to the EIA Directive.
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Response (i)

In accordance with the EIA Directive, the EIAR was prepared by competent
experts. Article 5 of the Directive states the following:

In order to ensure the completeness and quality of the environmental impact
assessment report... the developer shall ensure that the environmental impact
assessment report is prepared by competent experts.

Section 1.5.8 of EIAR presents the competencies of the EIAR team.

Specialist contributors to the preparation of the EIAR are from several different
organisations.

EPA Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact
Assessment Reports (2022) states that the project design is adapted and
continually reviewed in light of predicted environmental effects emerging during
the preparation of an EIAR. Section 2.4.1 provides “specific recommendations on
the need for the developer, the design team and the environmental specialists to
maintain a regular dialogue through the design preparations and revisions to
ensure that this objective is achieved. Open, effective and ongoing communication
between all members of the developer’s team helps to achieve this.”

The EIA Directive requires that experts involved in the preparation of the EIAR
should be qualified and competent, and that the competent authority (in this case
the Board) should have sufficient expertise, relevant to the nature of the proposed
project. The EIA Directive requires transparency and accountability in the EIA
process, requiring that the Board substantiates its decision to grant permission,
indicating that it has taken into consideration the results of the consultations
carried out and the relevant information gathered throughout the EIA procedure.
The EIAR is just one part of the EIA procedure. The EIA Directive requires that
the objectivity of the Board is ensured, and that conflicts of interest are prevented
through functional separations where required. This obligation applies to the
decision-maker, not to the experts and other personnel involved in the preparation
of the EIAR.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that the EIAR is entirely positive to the scheme and
reads not as an independent critical analysis of the impacts but rather as a
document supporting the scheme. The submission suggests that the opening of the
Non-Technical Summary illustrates this point.

Response (ii)

The EIA Directive requires that an EIAR describes the proposed development and
the likely significant effects on the environment, including both positive and
negative effects of the project. The EIAR identifies several significant adverse
(i.e. negative) impacts, for example in the summary of residual effects, as set out
Chapter 22 of the EIAR.
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In addition, mitigation has been proposed to minimise adverse impacts on the
environment, in accordance with the EIA Directive. Refer to Chapter 21 where
relevant mitigation measures are outlined.

The non-technical summary provides a description of the Proposed Scheme for
which permission is sought. It is not the complete environmental assessment of
the impacts of the development.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission states that there is no reference in the EIAR to the GTS being the
subject of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The submission further
states that the GTS was not subject to an Appropriate Assessment under the
relevant provisions of the Habitats Directive.

Response (iii)

A Strategic Environmental Assessment was undertaken for the GTS. Section 1.5.2
of the EIAR states that the EIAR takes into account the finding of the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the above policy documents, where
applicable. The policy documents listed includes the GTS.

An assessment of the Proposed Scheme as it relates to the Climate Action Plan
2021 (the relevant Plan at the time of publication of the EIAR) is included in
Section 2.2.3.8 of the EIAR.

It is therefore factually incorrect to state that the GTS was not subject to
Appropriate Assessment.

Submission issue (iv)

The submission suggests that including the need for the Proposed Scheme in the
EIAR is inappropriate and confuses two separate procedures

Response (iv)

The EIA Directive requires that the EIAR describe the reasonable alternatives
studied by the developer, including an outline of the likely evolution of the current
state of the environment without implementation of the project (baseline, or ‘do
nothing’ scenario). The need for a proposed scheme is closely linked to the ‘do
nothing’ scenario analysis because it is necessary to establish that doing nothing is
not a sustainable option.

Establishing the need for a project is also consistent with the associated CPO
process,

Establishing the need for a project is also a key consideration in determining
whether a proposed development is in accordance with proper planning and
sustainable development.
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Including a discussion on the need for the proposed scheme is not inconsistent
with the EIA procedure, which is under Irish legislation integrated within the
planning and CPO process.

Submission issue (v)

The submission suggests that the public consultation process undertaken as part of
the Proposed Scheme was superficial and conducted in a context where it was
specifically designed to explain and justify the scheme.

Response (v)

A comprehensive non-statutory pre-application consultation process was
undertaken by Galway City Council and is described in detail in Section 1.6 of the
EIAR. It is clear from the series of consultation events that the public consultation
process was comprehensive and substantive, and comments and issues raised
during the course of that process have been considered and addressed in the
EIAR.

In addition, relevant stakeholders were consulted in the development of the EIAR
scope, through the issuance of a report seeking opinion on the scope.

Submission issue (vi)

The submission suggests that as part of the design process, the consideration of
alternatives has been misconstrued and misapplied in the documentation lodged. The
submission further queries if Galway City Council should consider Light Rail as an
option considering Galway City Council would not be the statutory body to deliver a
light rail scheme.

Response (vi)

In accordance with the EIA Directive, the EIAR provides a description of the
reasonable alternatives studied by the developer, which are relevant to the project
and its specific characteristics, and an indication of the main reasons for the
option chosen, taking into account the effects of the project on the environment.
Although the do-nothing scenario is considered (refer to Section 3.2.2 of the
EIAR), it is eliminated from further consideration as ‘@ Do-Nothing alternative is
not considered to be a viable alternative’.

It is acceptable that GCC should consider light rail as a reasonable alternative,
even though they would not be the statutory authority to deliver such a scheme. It
should be noted that the Proposed Scheme would not preclude the development of
a light rail in Galway at some stage in the future.

Submission issue (vii)

The submission suggests the issues including dust, noise and vibration on the
property and occupants have not been properly considered.
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Response (vii)

An assessment of the potential air quality impacts is included in Chapter 7 of the
EIAR. Section 7.4.2.1 considers the potential risk associated with the generation
of dust at sensitive receptor locations. Mitigation measures to minimise the
generation of dust are provided in Section 7.5. The assessment accords with the
requirements of the EIAR Directive and the statement that the identification of
significant adverse effects and their proposed mitigation has not been complied
with is fundamentally wrong. Indeed, it is demonstrated that predicted air quality
concentrations will be in good compliance with air quality standards on College
Road.

An assessment of the potential noise and vibration impacts is included in Chapter
9 of the EIAR. The WHO noise guidelines are considered in Section 9.2.5 of the
EIAR.

Potential noise impacts on College Road are included in the assessment provided
in Chapter 9. The northern section of College Road is assessed as road links
52333/50495 and 52333/52332, refer to Appendix 9.2. The assessment of these
links concludes that the Proposed Scheme will result in a slight reduction in noise
levels at the nearest noise sensitive receptors.

Submission issue (viii)

The submission claims that the range of impacts that are required to be identified
in the EIAR have not been adequately identified and considered.

Response (viii)

It is noted that the submission states broadly that the NIS and EIAR have been
inadequately prepared. However, no details on these inadequacies have been
specifically provided. As outlined in Section 1.5.1, the EIAR has been prepared in
accordance with relevant guidance and legislation. Section 1 of the NIS outlines
the relevant legislation and guidance that was complied with in the preparation of
the assessment.

2.19 19 - Shane Cosgrove

It is acknowledged that the submission supports the proposed scheme, albeit with
suggested alterations.

Submission issue (i)

The submission requests that the scheme provide safe, segregated cycling
infrastructure to support vulnerable cyclists. It is suggested that sharing road space
with buses and taxis undermines a move to active travel. The submission suggests
that the hierarchy of provision decision process was not focused upon, and that a
quality-of-service provision was not adequately considered. The submission
questions what quality of service is achieved on each section.
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Response (i)

The proposed scheme underwent an options assessment process for each discrete
section of the proposed scheme. A Multi-Criteria Analysis (MCA) was carried out
on scheme options in order to determine the preferred option for the Proposed
Scheme. The options were assessed under a series of criteria including Economy,
Safety, Physical Activity, Environment, Accessibility and Social Inclusion,
Integration and GTS Policies. These criteria were further broken into relevant sub-
criteria for assessment purposes, including Transport Reliability and Quality
(Pedestrian and Cyclist Journey Quality and Time), Cyclist User Safety,
Promotion of Active Travel Modes and Safe and efficient movements of
pedestrians and cyclists on and crossing the routes. These elements were
considered in combination with all the other criteria and cub-criteria in order to
determine the preferred option for each section of the scheme.

Chapter 06 of the EIAR (Traffic and Transport), presents an assessment of the
cycling infrastructure proposed in the scheme. It states: “The impacts to the quality
of the cycling infrastructure as a result of the Proposed Scheme have been considered
with reference to the changes in physical provision for cyclists provided during the
Do Minimum and Do Something scenarios. The NTA's National Cycle Manual’s
Quality of Service (QoS) Evaluation criteria have been adapted for use in assessing
the cycling qualitative impact along the Proposed Scheme.”

The assessment of the Cycling Impact during the operational phase of the proposed
scheme is presented for each of the Sections of the Proposed Scheme, with both the
“Do-Minimum” Level of Service for cycling and the Do Something Level of Service
for Cycling presented, together with the impact of change, the sensitivity and the
significance of effect. These findings are summarised below:

e Section 1 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Significant and
Long Term, with the level of service improving from D to B rated as classified by
the National Cycle Manual,

e Section 2 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Very Significant
and Long Term, with the level of service improving from D to B rated;

e Section 3 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Very Significant
and Long Term, with the level of service improving from D to B rated;

e Section 4 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Significant and
Long Term, with the level of service improving from D to B rated;

e Section 5 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Moderate and
Long Term, with the level of service improving from D to B rated;

e Section 6 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Very
Significant, with the level of service improving from D to A+ rated;

e Section 9 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Significant and
Long Term, with the level of service improving from D to B rated; and

e Section 10 — Significance of Effect was determined to be Positive, Significant and
Long Term, with the level of service improving from D to B rated.
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As no cycling improvements are proposed for Sections 7,8 and 11, no Level of
Service for these sections were presented in the EIAR. No cycling improvements
were proposed for these sections as they do not form part of the proposed Galway
City Cycle Network contained in the GTS.

Submission issue (ii)

The submission suggests that it is not apparent that the design has adequately
addresses or considered feedback from the Public Consultation. The submission
also queries whether a Road User Audit, Road Safety Audit and Disability Audit
of the scheme were undertaken.

Response (ii)

As stated in the submission, an independent Road Safety Audit was carried out
and submitted as part of the proposed application as Appendix D of the
Preliminary Design Report. The Design Team have spent time reviewing and
amending the proposed scheme from the perspective or all road users, including
disabled road users. The Proposed Scheme preliminary design has been prepared
in accordance with guidance and best practice for vulnerable and disabled users.
Should approval be granted by An Bord Pleanala, Galway City Council intend to
develop all details of the scheme to incorporate dropped kerbs, tactile paving,
crossing points and street furniture de-cluttering. Furthermore, a full audit will be
undertaken based on the final materials proposed for the scheme, prior to
construction.

Submission issue (iii)

The submission suggests that the application has not set out an analysis which
demonstrates the degree to which traffic on University Road will be reduced to
support the decision not to include a segregated cycle lane. It is suggested that
traffic may increase on University Road at times. It is further suggested that the
scheme has prioritised parking and wider footpaths over segregated cycling. The
submission requests that segregated cycling provision along University Road be
included in the scheme.

Response (iii)

Chapter 06 of the EIAR relates to Traffic and Transport and presents findings of
the assessments undertaken with respect to traffic volumes. Table 6.82 and Table
6.85 present the Road Links that Experience a Reduction of >100 Combined
Flows in 2023 for the AM Peak Hour and PM Peak Hour Respectively. These
tables identify that a reduction of 519 Passenger Car Units (PCU’s) (38%) and
363 PCU’s (36%) during the AM and PM peak hours.

Notwithstanding the above, the Proposed Scheme also underwent an options
assessment process for each of the sections of the Proposed Scheme. A Multi-
Criteria Analysis (MCA) was carried out on route options in order to determine
the preferred route option for the Proposed Scheme.
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The options were assessed under a series of criteria including Economy, Safety,
Physical Activity, Environment, Accessibility and Social Inclusion, Integration
and GTS Policies. These criteria were further broken into relevant sub-criteria for
assessment purposes. Option UR3, which was considered as part of the options
assessment, included the provision of segregated cycle tracks along University
Road (in combination with other proposals). The MCA concluded that the
Proposed Scheme option provided the most benefits relative the achieving the
scheme objectives.

Submission issue (iv)

The submission identifies that the Proposed Scheme does not provide a contra-
flow cycle lane from Gaol Road to Nun'’s Island and cyclists would be required to
follow the vehicular traffic route. The submission requests that a segregated cycle
path connecting Gaol Road to Nun’s Island be included in the scheme.

Response (iv)

The Proposed Scheme intends to retain the one-way direction of vehicle flow
along Goal Road in the vicinity of Island House. This permits bus movements to
and from the proposed new bus parking bays in the Cathedral carpark and retains
the 2 no. existing disabled parking spaces in front of Island House.

The introduction of a contra-flow cycle track would require the removal of the
disabled parking spaces in front of Island House (with presumable the
redesignation of two alternative parking spaces in the Cathedral carpark as
disabled parking spaces). It would also require a crossing of cyclists and vehicular
traffic at a location along Gaol Road should the cycle track be located on the
western side of Gaol Road, or 5 conflict points with vehicles should the cycle
track be located on the eastern side of Gaol Road. Furthermore, the manoeuvring
of buses around Gaol Road, would conflict with a contra-flow cycle track in this
location without further encroachment into the Cathedral car-park.

2.20 20 - Shane Foran

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that the lane widths proposed in the scheme are not
compliant with international best practice, based on the National Cycling Manual
(NCM) and Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) not being
credible. It is suggested by the submission that these documents do not reflect
other international standards.

Response (i)

The submission suggests DMURS and NCM are not credible sources, as it is
claimed that these documents do not reflect the original source material for these

documents.
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Response (vii)

The submission is correct in noting the no contra flow cycle track is proposed
along Mary Street. Mary Street is an existing narrow one-way street
approximately 5.5m wide at its narrowest. The design team are unsure how the
author of the submission intends to provide a contraflow cycle lane along this
street. Notwithstanding the above, it should be noted that the distance from
Eglinton Street to the new Salmon Weir Pedestrian and Cycle bridge would be
slightly longer via Mary Street and Newtownsmith in comparison to via St.
Francis Street and St. Vincent's Avenue.

Submission issue (viii)

The submission notes that the proposed scheme does not propose to provide a
contra-flow cycle track along Merchants Road. The submission suggests that a
cycle track should be provided along Merchants Road between Abbeygate Street
and Victoria Place as the beginning of an alternative circulation route into and
through the old core of the city.

Response (viii)

The proposed scheme incorporates a short section of Merchants Road, between
Forthill Street and Victoria Place. The section of Merchants Road between
Abbeygate Street and Forthill Street are outside the scope of the proposed scheme.

2.21 21 - Stephen Francis

It is acknowledged that the submission supports the proposed scheme.

Submission issue (i)

The submission notes that the General Arrangement drawings of the proposed
scheme identify that the two existing yellow boxes at the entrances to the
Huntsman are proposed to be retained. The submission requests that the proposed
development be carried out in accordance with these plans.

Response (i)

Galway City Council have indicated the intention of providing a yellow box at
both the entrance to the Huntsman Inn on College Road and the entrance the
Huntsman Inn on the Dublin Road, as presented in both the General Arrangement
drawings (EIAR Volume 3 Chapter 4 — 2) and in the Traffic Signs and Road
Markings drawings (EIAR Volume 3, Chapter 4 — 7). Should the scheme be
approved by An Bord Pleanéla, GCC undertake to provide these yellow boxes as
indicated.
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223 22 - The Courts Service

It is acknowledged that the submission supports the overall aims of the proposed
scheme and its general layout.

Submission issue (i)

The submission suggests that Galway Courthouse has a unique set of requirements
for elevated levels of security and safety and that the Proposed Scheme would
compromise that safe and secure operation. The submission suggests that the
removal of the direct access to the rear of the courthouse (Waterside) would
impact directly on the accessibility and functionality of the courthouse. This area
is used as an access point for the judiciary, courthouse staff, jury members, the
Gardai and the transfer or prisoners. The submission suggests that the Proposed
Scheme, in particular the closure of Waterside as a vehicle route and creation of a
pedestrian plaza would impact on the courts ability to comply with the EU
Victims Directive and could present a security risk for the courthouse and general
public. It is further suggested that a pedestrian plaza could potentially compromise
privacy for meeting rooms to the rear of the courthouse. The submission requests
that traffic flow on Waterside, at the rear of the courthouse, be revised to allow
prison vans to access ST. Vincent’s Avenue from the rear of the courthouse.
Furthermore, the provision of a contra-flow cycle track along this section is
proposed by the submission.

Response (i)

Having considered the proposed amendments as set out in the submission, Galway
City Council have no objection to, and would support An Bord Pleanala making a
condition to the grant of planning permission which would amend the Proposed
Scheme in the vicinity of Galway Courthouse. Galway City Council suggest the
following amendments, subject to the approval of An Bord Pleanala:

The proposed scheme shall be amended in the vicinity of Galway Courthouse, as
per drawing BCG-GA-00-02-PL02.

These changes can be summarised as follows:

e Waterside be retained to traffic, and the proposed pedestrian plaza to the rear
of Galway Courthouse be removed from the scheme;

o The direction that traffic is permitted to travel on Waterside be reversed, from
the Corrib House Tea Rooms to St. Vincent’s Avenue at the rear of the
courthouse;

¢ A contra-flow cycle track be provided along Waterside, from St. Vincent’s
Avenue to Courthouse Square;

¢ No alterations to the existing footpath and parking under the ownership of
Galway Courthouse be proposed.
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It is believed that the suggested alterations to the scheme as described will retain
access to this area, without unduly impacting on the efficient operation of the
Cross-City Link and retaining a legible network for road users locally.

A General Arrangement sketch, extracted from drawing BCG-GA-00-02-PL02,
which is contained in Appendix A of this report, of the proposed layout in the
vicinity of the back of the Courthouse is presented in Figure 2.7

The proposed amendment will remove plot 126.a.101 from the Compulsory
Purchase Order Schedule Part I and plot BB from the Compulsory Purchase Order
Schedule Part III (Section B).
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Figure 2.7 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement at Galway Courthouse

This suggested change to the proposed development will reduce the number of
trees to be planted across the scheme by 1, from 186 to 185. In addition, the
change to the proposals at this location will result in a reduction in proposed new
green space (43m?). This change is deemed to be not significant at a local and on a
scheme-wide basis; no additional significant impacts are likely.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Submission issue (ii)

The submission identifies the existing car-parking at the rear of the courthouse is
proposed to be removed as part of the proposed scheme as this area is proposed to
become a pedestrian plaza. The submission requests that this car-parking be
retained to continue to meet the needs of the courts services regarding access for
staff, visiting judiciary and secure transport of sensitive documents.

Response (ii)

Should An Bord Pleanéla take into consideration the proposals suggested by
Galway City Council in Response (i) above, it is proposed by GCC to amend the
extents of the Proposed Scheme, to remove any proposed adjustment to Galway
Courthouse property. This would have the effect of retaining any parking
currently permitted on Galway Courthouse property. This would also have the
effect of removing Galway Courthouse from the Compulsory Purchase Order.
Galway City Council suggest that this amendment be made by An Bord Pleanala.

2.23 23 - Transport Infrastructure Ireland

It is acknowledged that the submission supports the development of an integrated
transport network in the City, included proposed public transport measures such
as the Proposed Scheme, prepared in accordance with the GTS.

Submission issue (i)

The submission notes that a comprehensive traffic and transport assessment
(TTA) is included in the application and suggests that the TTA indicates capacity
issues arising at a number of national road junctions in the study area, with
junctions on the N6, including Béthar na dTreabh, operating above capacity in
both a “do minimum” and a “do something” scenario. The submission references
the N6 Galway City Ring Road (N6GCRR) Scheme is awaiting finalisation and
the submission states that it is critical that the strategic function of the existing N6
is safeguarded in accordance with Government policy.

Response (i)

An assessment of the impact of the Proposed Scheme on junction capacity during
the operational phase is outlined in Section 6.5.8.3 of the EIAR. The assessment
concludes the following in relation to the impact of the Proposed Scheme on the
Béthar na dTreabh junctions:

AM Peak 2023

e Headford Road / Bothar na dTreabh — imperceptible effect
o Béthar na dTreabh / Glenburren Park- imperceptible effect
e Boéthar na dTreabh / Tuam Road — imperceptible effect
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Cbservations to Submissions and Objections

PM Peak 2023

e Headford Road / Béthar na dTreabh — imperceptible effect

The assessment concludes that for the AM peak, the redistributed traffic from the
Proposed Scheme “will have a less than 5% impact on turning flows at Browne
Roundabout and Bothar na dTreabh/Tuam Road Junction. Turning flows see a
decrease at three national road junctions (Bothar na dTreabh / Ballybane Road and
Bothar na dTreabh / Monivea Road Junctions as well as Coolagh Roundabout.

Turning flows at Headford Road / Bothar na dTreabh (Kirwan Junction) will increase
by 7.7%. However, this junction has been addressed as part of the General Traffic
Impact Assessment shown in Table 6.90 and operates above 100% during both the Do
Minimum and Do Something scenarios. Therefore, the impact is considered to be
negligible.

Traffic flows at the signalised junction at either end of Quincentenary Bridge (N6
Quincentenary Bridge / Upper Newcastle / Lower Newcastle and N6 Quincentenary
Bridge/Headford Road / Sean Mulvoy Road) will increase by 13.5% and 12.4%
respectively. Similar to Kirwan Junction, both junctions have been analysed as part
of the General Traffic Impact Assessment as shown in Table 6.90 which confirms that
both junctions operate above 100% during both the Do Minimum and Do Something
scenarios. Therefore, the impact is considered to be negligible.”

For the PM peak, the assessment concludes that that redistributed traffic from the
Proposed Scheme will have a less than 5% impact on turning flows at junctions with
national roads at N6 Quincentenary Bridge/Headford Road/ Sean Mulvoy Road,
Headford Road / Béthar na dTreabh (Kirwan Junction) and Martin Junction. Bothar
na dTreabh / Tuam Road, Béthar na dTreabh / Ballybane Road and Bothar na
dTreabh / Monivea Road Junctions see a decrease in turning flows.

Traffic flows at N6 Quincentenary Bridge / Upper Newcastle / Lower Newcastle will
increase by 13.9%.

This junction has been analysed as part of the General Traffic Impact Assessment as
shown in Table 6.87 which confirms that this junction operates between 85% and
100% during the Do Minimum and above 100% during the Do Something scenario.
Therefore, the impact is considered to be negligible.”

Traffic flows at Browne Roundabout will increase by 10%. As shown in Table 6.91 as
part of the General Traffic Impact Assessment, this junction operates below 85%
during the Do Minimum and between 85% and 100% in the Do Something scenario.
Therefore, the impact is considered to have a Negative, Slight and Long-term effect.

Traffic flows at N6 Quincentenary Bridge / Headford Road / Sean Mulvoy Road
Junction will increase by 15%. However, this junction has been analysed as part of
the General Traffic Impact Assessment as shown in Table 6.91 which confirms that
this junction operates above 100% during both the Do Minimum and Do Something
scenarios. Therefore, the impact is considered to have a Negative, Slight and Long-
term effect.”

It is therefore concluded that no significant adverse impact on national road
junctions will occur during the operational phase of the Proposed Scheme.
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2.24 24 - Yeats College

Submission issue (i)

The submission notes that the Proposed Scheme includes for the installation of a
bus gate on College Road, which will restrict certain traffic movement at College
Road. The submission suggests that this could see a potential build-up of traffic is
turning capability is not incorporates into the layout at this location and suggests
the installation of a mini-roundabout. Furthermore, the submission suggests that
the restricted access would have a detrimental impact in the accessibility of Yeats
College for staff, parents, students, visitors, emergency services and school
deliveries.

Response (i)

The proposed scheme includes the creation of a bus gate on College Road,
between City Hall and Forster Street. This bus gate will restrict the movement of
traffic through the gate between the hours of 07:00 — 19:00.

The proposed scheme includes a signage scheme, which incorporates signage
advising motorists that College Road will be local access only and not act as a
through route (Drawings BCG-TS-00-07 and BCG-TS-00-09). This would include
static signage and the use of Galway City Councils Variable Message Signage
e.g., on Dublin Road and Wellpark Road. Through signage, information
dissemination by Galway City Council and informing updates to GPS and online
navigation providers, it is not anticipated that a significant volume of vehicles
would unintentionally arrive at the bus gate and require turning facilities.
Notwithstanding the above, should any vehicles inadvertently arrive at the bus
gate, and require turning, City Hall and the Elms on either side of the bus gate,
should provide sufficient space for a vehicle to carry out their necessary
manoeuvres.

With regards to access to Yeats College, the Proposed Scheme is not considered
to have a detrimental impact as suggested. Vehicular access to Yeats (and all other
properties along College Road) would continue to be accessible by vehicles after
the proposed bus gate is implemented. All vehicle access (with the exception of
bus, taxi and emergency vehicles), would take place via the Lough Atalia Road
end of College Road. The Proposed Scheme includes amendments to the College
Road / Lough Atalia Road junction to ensure vehicle access and egress to College
Road is continued. The proposed bus gate would remove all through traffic along
College Road (except cyclists, bus, taxi and emergency services), with only local
access traffic remaining on this street.

It is noted that Yeats College has the benefit of a vehicle access and onsite
carpark. Should staff, parents, students, visitors and deliveries require access to
Yeats College by vehicle, they can continue to do so, enter the school grounds as
their destination and return to College Road.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)

GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

It is further noted that the Proposed Scheme would provide a high-quality public
transport corridor along College Road, ensuring public transport reliability and the
proposed scheme includes for the provision of an inbound and an outbound bus
stop near Yeats College and a controlled pedestrian crossing between both bus
stops. This would make travel to and from Yeats College a viable and attractive
option and it is anticipated that a significant modal shift should be achieved for all
trips to and from the school. Furthermore, College Road is anticipated to become
a quieter street with reduced traffic volumes, creating an improved environment
for cyclists, further encouraging a modal shift to sustainable forms of transport for
trips to and from Yeats College.

3 Response to Objections to the Compulsory
Purchase Order

3.1

This chapter of the report addresses the 17 written objections / submissions that
were received by the Board against the Proposed Scheme Compulsory Purchase
Order (CPO) within the prescribed period for making of objections.

Overview of Objections

The original ABP numbering of individual objection letters has been maintained
for continuity and ease of reference throughout, see Table 3.1 below.

Table 3.1 Location Referred to by each objection to the CPO (by ABP Reference
Number)

No. Location | No. | Location No. Location No. Location
1 College Road | 6 Fairgreen 11 | College 16 | College Road
(Circle K) Road Road (Yeats
(Fairgreen (Bayview College)
Coach Station B&B)
Ltd.)
2 St. Brendan’s | 7 Headford 12 | Eyre Square | 17 | Eyre Square
Avenue (No. Road (5/6 (Casual (Casual
20) Headford Trading Trading
Road) Market) Market)
3 Waterside 8 College Road | 13 | Headford
(Galway (Gleann Road (3
Courthouse) Noinin) Headford
Road)
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross Clty Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Location No. | Location No. Location No. Location
4 Fairgreen 9 Eyre Square | 14 | College

Road (CWC (Casual Road (139

Fairgeen Ltd.) Trading College

Market) Road)

5 Fairgreen 10 | DublinRoad | 15 | College

Road (CWC (Billboard) Road/

Webworks Dublin Road

Ltd.) (Huntsman

Inn)

Responses to individual CPO Objections are provided in the following sections.

3.2 CPO 1 - Circle K/ Ard Services Ltd.

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objectives along this section of the corridor (R339
College Road (Lough Atalia Road to Moneenageisha Junction), the interventions
proposed are summarised as follows:

¢ Realignment of the R339 College Road / Lough Atalia Road junction;

e R339 College Road, between Lough Atalia Road and Moneenageisha Road to
be widened to provide an additional inbound segregated cycle track and an
outbound bus lane;

e Major amendments to Moneenageisha and Lough Atalia junctions;

o Landscaping design at new green space at R339 College Road / Lough Atalia
Road junction;

e Removal of underground fuel tanks;
¢ Construction of a retaining wall;

e Tree removal;

e New drainage network;

e Permanent and temporary land acquisition necessary to construct the proposed
scheme.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.1
below.
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™ Temporary Acquisition
Permanent Acquisition

Figure 3.1 — Proposed CPO at Circle K

Objection issues

Ard Services Limited on behalf of Circle K submit that they are supportive of the
overall Proposed Scheme but are opposed to the College Road section which will
impact on the service station. The objection relates to the loss of two of the four
pumps which it is claimed will greatly affect the businesses” ability to generate
revenue and endanger its future commercial viability going forward. Lessening of
footfall to the station is also a concern due to reduction of road frontage caused by
the permanent acquisition of land. The removal of one underground tank and the
removal of the two fuel dispensers will also require the relocation of several
underground fuel pipes. The removal of the underground fuel storage tank located
on site will also be required as well as a canopy replacement which will fit the
new boundary line. Concern is expressed about the lengthy duration of the works
and inherent costs. The inbound right turning lane is suggested to have been
removed by the proposed scheme which would further deteriorate the trading
capacity of the station.

Response

The proposed scheme in the vicinity of Circle K, includes for road widening to
facilitate the provision of an inbound cycle track, and out bound bus lanes,
footpaths on both sides of the road and retention of the existing vehicle lanc
configuration. The Options Assessment Report prepared for the proposed scheme,
examined alternative proposals along this section of the Cross-City Link, which
also forms part of the City Centre Access Network as identified in the Galway
Transport Strategy.

The submission issue is acknowledged, and it is accepted that the proposed
scheme will have an impact on the business and its ability to generate revenue
going forward relative to the existing conditions.
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This project will impact the station through the proposed changes arising from the
widening of College Road and the temporary closure of business during
construction works on this site. It is suggested that these issues maybe be
addressed through fair compensation.

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanala, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, Galway
City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the landowner
to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating, and advising on
compensation. Reinstatement of property frontage including boundary walls,
footpath and landscaping etc. will be on a like for like basis and detailed
accommodation works plans will be prepared in consultation with landowners in
line with any formal agreements and in accordance with any embedded
mitigations identified in the EIAR or conditions/modifications from An Bord
Pleanéla in relation to the Proposed Scheme application.

33 CPO 2 - Cecil McDonagh

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the Béther na mBan / St. Brendan’s
Avenue / R866 Headford Road / Dyke Road section of the Proposed Scheme the
interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

o Installation of a new footpath;
e Widening of an existing footpath;

e Acquisition and demolition of 2 no. residential properties and the adjoining
laneway;

e New controlled pedestrian crossing;

e Eniry treatments;

e Creation of a one-way circulatory around Dyke Road and Headford Road,
o Installation of a new two-way cycle track along Dyke Road.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.2
below.
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Figure 3.2 — Proposed CPO at No. 20 St. Brendan’s Avenue

Objection issues

It is unclear from the submission if there is an objection to the Compulsory
Purchase Order of this property by the landowner. The submission appears to refer
to the development potential of the site of the house to be acquired.

The submission states that the subject matter of the submission is the ‘Appeal for
the appropriate alternative development for existing house.’ Galway City Council
are unsure as to the intended nature of this submission. It is assumed that the
submission is providing suggested information with regards to the property
valuation with respect to compensation.

Response

The proposed scheme intends to widen St. Brendan’s Avenue/Bothar Na mBan as
it approaches the junction with Headford Road in order to provide footpaths on
both sides and two vehicle lanes for left turn and straight ahead movements. This
would require the acquisition and demolition of 2 no. residential properties along
the south-western side of St. Brendan’s Avenue to enable the works.

“The existing width of 7.3m on St. Brendan's Avenue is insufficient to provide a
standard footpath on both sides of the road and retain two-way traffic along the
Inner-City Access Route.”

As described in the above extract from the Options Assessment Report, the
Compulsory Purchase order is necessary on St Brendan’s Avenue due to the
existing conditions being insufficient to provide a basic two-way traffic
movement and adequate footpaths for pedestrians.

It is not accepted that this site would be suitable for an 11-storey apartment block,
should the proposed scheme not proceed.
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Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanila, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating and advising on
compensation.

34 CPO 3 — The Courts Services

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the R863 University Road to R866
St. Francis Street section of the Proposed Scheme the interventions proposed are
summarised as follows:

e Footpaths widened along R863 University Road;
e New drainage network along R863 University Road and outfall to canal;

e Salmon Weir Bridge to be restricted to a ‘bus gate’ during associated hours of
operation (07:00 — 19:00);

¢ Public Realm Space to be created in front of Galway Cathedral, with Gaol
Road to the back of the Cathedral to be made 2-way;

e Re-configured bus and car parking within existing Cathedral car park;

¢ Newtownsmith and Waterside to be closed off onto St. Vincent’s Avenue;
¢ The provision of raised tables, entry treatments and signalised crossings;
¢ Reconfiguration of footpaths on Salmon Weir Bridge; and

¢ Temporary land acquisition necessary to construct the Proposed Scheme.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.3
below.
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| Temporary Acquisition
Permanent Acquisition

Figure 3.3 — Previously Proposed CPO at Galway Courthouse

Objection issues

The objection of the CPO at the Courthouse is based on a number of issued raised
including a failure to engage, impact on Accessibility, impact on circulation
routes, impact to parking, security risks and confidentiality concerns.

Response

In addition to the objection to the CPO, the Courts Service also made a detailed
submission to An Bord Pleanala with regards to the proposed scheme in the
vicinity of the Courthouse.

Having considered the proposed amendments as set out in the submission to ABP
relating to the Planning Application, Galway City Council have no objection to,
and support, An Bord Pleanila making a condition to the grant of planning
permission which would amend the proposed scheme in the vicinity of Galway
Courthouse. Galway City Council suggest the following amendments, subject to
the approval of An Bord Pleanala:

The proposed scheme shall be amended in the vicinity of Galway Courthouse, as
per drawing BCG-GA-00-02-PL02.

These changes can be summarised as follows:

e Waterside be retained to traffic, and the proposed pedestrian plaza to the rear
of Galway Courthouse be removed from the scheme;

e The direction that traffic is permitted to travel on Waterside be reversed, from
the Corrib House Tea Rooms to St. Vincent’s Avenue at the rear of the
courthouse;

e A contra-flow cycle track be provided along Waterside, from St. Vincent’s
Avenue to Courthouse Square;
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e No alterations to the existing footpath and parking under the ownership of
Galway Courthouse be proposed.

A potential General Arrangement sketch of this suggested layout in the vicinity of
the back of the Courthouse is presented in Figure 3.4
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Figure 3.4 — Extract from Proposed General Arrangement at Galway Courthouse

Should An Bord Pleanéla take into consideration the proposals suggested by
Galway City Council above, it is proposed by GCC to amend the extents of the
proposed scheme, to remove any proposed adjustment to Galway Courthouse
property. This would have the effect of removing Galway Courthouse (Plot
126.a.101 Schedule Part I) from the Compulsory Purchase Order.

3.5 CPO 4 - Hallspace Ltd.

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the Fairgreen Road section of the
Proposed Scheme the interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

o Footpath replacement;
o New controlled pedestrian crossing;
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e Entry Treatments at entrances.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.5
below.

Temporary Acquisition

Permanent Acquisition
=L 2

Figure 3.5 — Proposed CPO at Fairgreen Carpark

Objection Issues

The objection suggests that from the drawings it appears that the plot reference
107.2.101 and 107.b.101 are at the entrance to an existing car park, constructed to
comply with planning, therefore the proposed acquisition is surplus to the
requirements of constructing the Cross City Link.

The owner of Fairgreen is Hallspace Ltd and the notice of making the order
doesn’t state the correct ownership

The effect of the CPO of lands should not be permitted to adversely affect the
commercial operation of the Fairgreen Carpark.

Response

It is acknowledged that the two plots stated 107.a.101 and 107.b.101 are both at
the entrance of the car park.
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In order to facilitate a safer environment for all users but in particular pedestrians,
it is proposed to provide a raised table crossing with tactile paving across the
entrance for Fairgreen car-park. It is noted that the Proposed Scheme will not pose
any changes to the car park operation outside of construction stage other than
providing more pedestrian priority at the entrance/exit.

Currently, there are no crossing facilities for pedestrians at this car priority type
entrance to the car park. It is necessary for Galway City Council to acquire
ownership of these plots in order to provide an improved crossing for pedestrians.
The current layout of the car park entrance is considered unsuitable to anyone who
is visually impaired as there is currently no warning of them leaving the footway
onto a busy vehicle entrance. It is an objective of the scheme to facilitate a
transport infrastructure network that prioritises walking and cycling and a mode
shift to public transport.

While it is acknowledged that the making of order was issued to CWC Fairgreen
Limited as it was believed by Galway City Council that they were in fact the party
entitled to plots 107.2.101 and 107.b.101, it has now transpired from the
submission received that the ownership of plots 107.a.101 and 107.b.101 may vest
with Hallspace Limited. Despite the submission from Hallspace Limited that they
have an interest plots 107.2.101 and 107.b.101, no such documentary evidence has
been furnished to support the submission as to ownership. It is unknown exactly
what interest Hallspace Limited have in plots 107.a.101 and 107.b.101.

In mitigation of Galway City Council not knowing that CWC Fairgreen Limited
was the registered owner of the above said plots it erected at the entrance to plots
107.2.101 and 107.b.101 notice making any purported owner of the land aware of
the proposed scheme and separately published notice of the proposed scheme in
the newspaper.

Furthermore, CWC Fairgreen Limited and Hallspace Limited share the same
registered office and also have one director in common namely Michael Maye
who is named on the notice issued. As can be seen from the steps taken by
Galway City Council and the fact that the ultimate owner is aware of proposed
scheme no determent has occurred. Nevertheless Galway City Council have no
objections in having Hallspace Limited added to the schedule of owners subject to
clarification being provided by Hallspace Limited as to the interest that they
possess.

Chapter 05 of the EIAR relates to the construction of the proposed scheme.
Section 5.5.3.2 of this Chapter details Parking and Access. This section states:

“When roads and streets are being upgraded, there will be some temporary
disruption / alterations to on-street and off-street parking provision, and access to
premises in certain locations along the Proposed Scheme. Local arrangements
will be made on a case-by-case basis to maintain continued access to homes and
businesses affected by the works, at all times, where practicable.

Details regarding temporary access provisions will be discussed with homes and
businesses prior to construction starting in the area. The duration of the works
will vary from property to property, but access and egress will be maintained at
all times.”
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Should the proposed scheme be approved by An Bord Pleanila, the appointed
contractor will be required to liaise directly with the Operators of the Fairgreen
car park to facilitate the ongoing use of the access and egress points during the
construction stage.

It is suggested that these issues maybe be addressed through fair compensation,

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanala, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating, and advising on
compensation. Reinstatement of property frontage including gates, railings,
driveway and footpath will be on a like for like basis and detailed accommodation
works plans will be prepared in consultation with landowners in line with any
formal agreements and in accordance with any embedded mitigations identified in
the EIAR or conditions/modifications from An Bord Pleanéla in relation to the
Proposed Scheme

3.6 CPO 5 — Webworks Ltd.

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the Fairgreen Road section of the
Proposed Scheme the interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

¢ Footpath replacement;
¢ New controlled pedestrian crossing;
¢ Entry Treatments at entrances.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.6
below.
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Figure 3.6 - Proposed CPO at Fairgreen Carpark

Objection Issues

The objection suggests that from the drawings it appears that the plot reference
107.a.101 and 107.b.101 are at the entrance to an existing car park, constructed to
comply with planning, therefore the proposed acquisition is surplus to the
requirements of constructing the Cross City Link.

The owner of Fairgreen is Hallspace Ltd and the notice of making the order
doesn’t state the correct ownership.

The effect of the CPO of lands should not be permitted to adversely affect the
commercial of the Fairgreen Carpark.

Response

It is acknowledged that the two plots stated 107.a.101 and 107.b.101 are both at
the entrance of the car park. In order to facilitate a safer environment for all users
but in particular pedestrians, it is proposed to provide a raised table crossing with
tactile paving across the entrance for Fairgreen car-park. It is noted that the
Proposed Scheme will not pose any changes to the car park operation outside of
construction stage other than providing more pedestrian priority at the
entrance/exit.

Issue | February 2023 | Arup Page 76

HTTPSUARUP-MY SHAREPOINT. COMPERSONAL/BRIAN_BURKE_ARUP _{ JMEN NABP RS -00_BUSCONNECTS GALWAY - CCL
RESPONSE TO ABP SUBMISSIONS ISSUE_ALTERNATIVE CONTENTS,DOCX




Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

Currently, there are no crossing facilities for pedestrians at this car priority type
entrance to the car park. It is necessary for Galway City Council to acquire
ownership of these plots in order to provide an improved crossing for pedestrians.
The current layout of the car park entrance is considered unsuitable to anyone who
is visually impaired as there is currently no waming of them leaving the footway
onto a busy vehicle entrance. It is an objective of the scheme to facilitate a
transport infrastructure network that prioritises walking and cycling and a mode
shift to public transport.

While it is acknowledged that the making of order was issued to CWC Webworks
Limited as it was believed by Galway City Council that they were in fact the party
entitled to plots 107.a.101 and 107.b.101, it has now transpired from the
submission received that the ownership of plots 107.a.101 and 107.b.101 may vest
with Hallspace Limited. Despite the submission from Hallspace Limited that they
have an interest plots 107.2.101 and 107.b.101, no such documentary evidence has
been furnished to support the submission as to ownership. It is unknown exactly
what interest Hallspace Limited have in plots 107.a.101 and 107.b.101.

In mitigation of Galway City Council not knowing that CWC Webworks Limited
was the registered owner of the above said plots it erected at the entrance to plots
107.a.101 and 107.b.101 notice making any purported owner of the land aware of
the proposed scheme and separately published notice of the proposed scheme in
the newspaper.

Furthermore, CWC Webworks Limited and Hallspace Limited share the same
registered office and also have one director in common namely Michael Maye
who is named on the notice issued. As can be seen from the steps taken by
Galway City Council and the fact that the ultimate owner is aware of proposed
scheme no determent has occurred. Nevertheless Galway City Council have no
objections in having Hallspace Limited added to the schedule of owners subject to
clarification being provided by Hallspace Limited as to the interest that they
possess.

Chapter 05 of the EIAR relates to the construction of the proposed scheme.
Section 5.5.3.2 of this Chapter details Parking and Access. This section states:

“When roads and streets are being upgraded, there will be some temporary
disruption / alterations to on-street and off-street parking provision, and access to
premises in certain locations along the Proposed Scheme. Local arrangements
will be made on a case-by-case basis to maintain continued access to homes and
businesses affected by the works, at all times, where practicable. Details
regarding temporary access provisions will be discussed with homes and
businesses prior to construction starting in the area. The duration of the works
will vary from property to property, but access and egress will be maintained at
all times.”

Should the proposed scheme be approved by An Bord Pleanala, the appointed
contractor will be required to liaise directly with the Operators of the Fairgreen
car park to facilitate the ongoing use of the access and egress points during the
construction stage.
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It is suggested that these issues maybe be addressed through fair compensation.

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanéla, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating, and advising on
compensation. Reinstatement of property frontage including gates, railings,
driveway and footpath will be on a like for like basis and detailed accommodation
works plans will be prepared in consultation with landowners in line with any
formal agreements and in accordance with any embedded mitigations identified in
the EIAR or conditions/modifications from An Bord Pleanala in relation to the
Proposed Scheme.

k. e | CPO 6 — Fairgreen Coach Station Ltd.
Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the Fairgreen Road section of the
Proposed Scheme the interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

e Footpath replacement;
» New controlled pedestrian crossing;

e Entry Treatments at entrances.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.7
below.
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Figure 3.7 — Proposed CPO at Fairgreen Coach Station

Objection Issues

The submission is objecting to the scheme on the basis that Plot 108.a.101 and
Plot 108.b.201 should not have been included in the notice as both plots are not
capable of being the subject of a CPO due to Galway City Council already holds
title to these areas.

Response

It is acknowledged that Galway City Council is the freehold owner of the lands
known as "Fairgreen Coach Station, Galway" being the property comprised within
folios 85074F and 86710F both of the Register of Freeholders Co. Galway. Plot
108.2.101 and Plot 108.b.201 are located within these lands.

For the purpose of reply, please note that Galway City Council's freehold interest
in both plots is subject to an indenture of lease dated 7 December 2017 between
(1) Galway City Council and (2) Fairgreen Coach Station Limited granted for a
term of nine hundred and ninety nine (999) years from 1 January 2007 (the
"Lease"). The area demised to Fairgreen Coach Station Limited pursuant to the
Lease is set out in the First Schedule thereto and is more particularly outlined in
the plan annexed to the Lease, a copy of which is attached hereto at Appendix B
for convenience.

Galway City Council cannot unilaterally alter the extent of the demise granted to
Fairgreen Coach Station Limited pursuant to the Lease.
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As Fairgreen Coach Station Limited is the party entitled / the party understood to
be entitled to the lessee's interest in the Lease it is both necessary and appropriate
to include Plot 108.a.101 on Part 1 of the Schedule and Plot 108.b.201 on Part I
of the Schedule to the notice as issued to Fairgreen Coach Station Limited.

Accordingly, the assertion that the notice (issued by Galway City Council in
respect of lands within Plot 108.a.101 and Plot 108.b.201 for the purpose of the
Bus Connects Galway - Cross City Link) is flawed, due to Galway City Council
having existing title to these plots, is misplaced.

3.8 CPO 7 — Gabriel and Mary Grealish

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the Boéther na mBan / St. Brendan’s
Avenue / R866 Headford Road / Dyke Road section of the Proposed Scheme the
interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

¢ Installation of a new footpath;
e Widening of an existing footpath;

e Acquisition and demolition of 2 no. residential properties and the adjoining
laneway;

e New controlled pedestrian crossing;

¢ Entry treatments;

e Creation of a one-way circulatory around Dyke Road and Headford Road;
¢ Installation of a new two-way cycle track along Dyke Road.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.8
below.
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Figure 3.8 — Proposed CPO at No. 5/6 Headford Road

Objection issues

It is unclear from the submission if there is an objection to the Compulsory
Purchase Order of this property by the landowner. The submission appears to refer
to the development potential of the site of the house to be acquired.

The submission states that the subject matter of the submission is the ‘Appeal for
the appropriate alternative development for existing house.” Galway City Council
are unsure as to the intended nature of this submission. It is assumed that the
submission is providing suggested information with regards to the property
valuation with respect to compensation.

Response

The Proposed Scheme intends to widen St. Brendan’s Avenue/Béthar Na mBan as
it approaches the junction with Headford Road in order to provide footpaths on
both sides and two vehicle lanes for left turn and straight ahead movements. This
would require the acquisition and demolition of 2 no. residential properties along
the south-western side of St. Brendan’s Avenue to enable the works.

“The existing width of 7.3m on St. Brendan’s Avenue is insufficient to provide a
standard footpath on both sides of the road and retain two-way traffic along the
Inner-City Access Route.”

As described in the above extract from the Options Assessment Report, the
Compulsory Purchase order is necessary on St Brendan’s Avenue due to the
existing conditions being insufficient to provide a basic two-way traffic
movement and adequate footpaths for pedestrians.

It is not accepted that this site would be suitable for an 11-storey apartment block,
should the proposed scheme not proceed.

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleandla, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
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being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating and advising on
compensation.

3.9 CPO 8 - Gleann Noinin Owners Management
Company / Padraig Conneely

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objectives along this section of the corridor (R339
College Road (Lough Atalia Road to Moneenageisha Junction), the interventions
proposed are summarised as follows:

e Realignment of the R339 College Road / Lough Atalia Road junction;

e R339 College Road, between Lough Atalia Road and Moneenageisha Road to
be widened to provide an additional inbound segregated cycle track and an
outbound bus lane;

e Major amendments to Moneenageisha and Lough Atalia junctions;

e Landscaping design at new green space at R339 College Road / Lough Atalia
Road junction;

¢ Removal of underground fuel tanks;
¢ Construction of a retaining wall;

e Tree removal;

e New drainage network;

e Permanent and temporary land acquisition necessary to construct the proposed
scheme.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure 3.9
below.
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Figure 3.9 — Proposed CPO at Gleann Noinin

Objection Issues

The submission is objecting to the scheme on the basis of the project having a
negative effect on the owner’s property and potential future sale of the property.
The submission suggests that the proposed land acquisition includes grass/ lawn
arca which is fully landscaped with shrubs, planting, mature hedges and trees.

A concern is also noted is increased noise levels and disturbance to residents due
to increased traffic which will now be closer to the property and reduced privacy.
The issue of residents crossing a busy road is also noted as a concern.

Response

The proposed scheme in the vicinity of Gleann Noinin, includes for road widening
to facilitate the provision of an inbound cycle track, and out bound bus lanes,
footpaths on both sides of the road and retention of existing vehicle lane
configuration. The Options Assessment Report prepared for the proposed scheme,
examined alternative proposals along this section of the Cross-City Link, which
also forms part of the City Centre Access Network as identified in the Galway
Transport Strategy.

It is noted that this submission has been signed as a director of Gleann Noinin Co
Ltd. However, the submission states that the objection is as landowner and
property owner of No. 12 Gleann Noinin. It is therefore assumed that this
objection relates specifically to No. 12 Gleann Noinin.

The concerns outlined are acknowledged, however it is noted that house No. 12
Gleann Noinin is found in the rear of the second block into the housing estate. The
land proposed to be acquired is directly to the front of the estate but not directly
from no. 12.

It is not considered that the proposed scheme will impact on the value of no.12 as
the impacts on this individual property is considered negligible.
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Notwithstanding the above, impacts are anticipated on the landowner, understood
to be the Gleann Noinin Management Company Ltd and it is suggested that these
issues maybe be addressed through fair compensation.

It is suggested in the submission that the proposed scheme will result in increased
noise. The appointed contractor will be required to take specific noise abatement
measures to the extent required to comply with the recommendations of BS 5228-
1 (BSI 2014a) and European Communities Noise Emissions by Equipment for
Use Outdoors (Amendment) Regulations 2006 (S.1. No 241/2006). The mitigation
measures outlined below for the Construction Phase have also been included in
the Construction and Environmental Management Plan (Appendix 5.1 in Volume
4 of this EIAR).

These measures will ensure that:

» During the Construction Phase, the appointed contractor will be required to
manage the works to comply with the limits detailed in Section 9.2.4.1 using
methods outlined in BS 5228-1 (BSI 2014a); and

e The best practicable means of working, including proper maintenance of plant
and equipment, will be employed to minimise the noise produced by on site
operations.’

As per the above extract from the EIAR report Chapter 9 ‘Noise and Vibration’,
the process will be controlled to ensure minimal noise disturbance to residents. In
addition to this, house no.12 has several other buildings between it and College
Road where construction is proposed to happen.

In respect of loss of privacy, landscaping will be provided in agreement with
landowners to maintain privacy during construction and thereafter.

There are controlled crossing locations proposed either side of Gleann Noinin
Estate within a reasonable distance. All four arms at the Moneenageisha junction
have signalized crossings and there are two controlled crossings at Lough Atalia
Road with College Road junction also. The pedestrian crossings adjacent to
Gleann Noinin Estate are being maintained in line with existing conditions.

3.10 CPO 9 - Jacinta McCaul

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the R866/R336 Eyre Square to
R339 Forster Street section of the Proposed Scheme the interventions proposed
are summarised as follows:

e Williamsgate Street and R866 Eyre Square North to become a time-plated bus
lane;

e R336 Eyre Square East to be two-way time-plated bus lane between St.
Patricks Avenue and R866 Eyre Square North;

e R339 Forster Street to become two-way time-plated bus lanes;
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e Junction of R336 Eyre Square East and R339 Forster Street to be signalised
for all movements;

o Raised table on R866 Eyre Square North connecting Rosemary Avenue and
Eyre Square West;

o R866 Eyre Square North to be upgraded to a landscaped pedestrianised plaza
area;

e Vehicular access to Rosemary Avenue, and Eyre Street to be restricted to
permitted hours only;

R336 Prospect Hill between Bothar na mBan and R866 Eyre Square North to
be made a cul-de-sac with restricted access to R866 Eyre Square North to
permitted hours only;

e New bicycle parking on R339 Forster Street.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.10 below.

Temporary Acquisition

Permanent Acquisition

SR TaL s
Figure 3.10 — Proposed CPO at Eyre Square North

Objection Issues

The objection states that the proposed scheme does not attempt to facilitate casual
trading in the location of Eyre Square North. The submission states that the
proposed scheme is displacing the trading business with no guarantee that it will
return to the Casual Trading Area as existing.

Response

Upon consideration of the concerns of Jacinta McCaul and other submissions
received relating to the proposed scheme, Galway City Council will not object to
amending the proposed scheme requiring the casual trading area to remain in its
current location, should An Bord Pleanala consider this appropriate.
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Galway City Council suggest that this potential amendment to the proposed
scheme can be dealt with by way of a condition of planning, stating that the
proposed scheme shall be amended in the vicinity of Eyre Square North, as per
drawing BCG-GA-00-04-PL02, which can be found in Appendix A of this report.

It will require the removal of a proposed landscaped area in the vicinity of the
existing casual trading area and the relocation of the proposed loading bay to a
location south-west of that proposed in the current scheme.

It is noted, that the temporary acquisition of Market Rights will still be necessary
for a period of the construction stage to complete all proposed works in this
location.

3.11 CPO 10 - JC Decaux

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the R338 Dublin Road Section of the
corridor the interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

e R338 Dublin Road, to be widened between Brothers of Charity and The
Huntsman Inn entrance;

o A bus lane to be provided in both directions;
» A segregated cycle track to be provided in both directions;
» New footpaths to be provided on both sides of the road;

e 1 no. outbound general traffic lane to be provided. 1 no. inbound traffic lane,
widening to two lanes on approach to the Moneenageisha Junction to be
provided;

o New pedestrian crossing at Wellpark Retail Park;
e Widening of existing pedestrian and cycle track adjacent to Lough Atalia;
¢ Removal of half of an existing advertising billboard.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.11 below.
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Figure 3.11 — Proposed CPO at Dublin Road Billboard

Objection Issues

Submission states that JC Decaux do not object to the CPO and fully supports the
infrastructure project. The submission requests that GCC engage with JC Decaux
to explore the possibility of replacing the subject advertising displays with a
contract for use of Council owned land in an equivalent location within the city
environs, subject to attaining the appropriate approvals.

Response

The support of the proposed scheme and no objection to the CPO are
acknowledged and appreciated.

Galway City Council acknowledge that there will be an impact to the proposed
advertising structure, it is suggested that these issues maybe be addressed through
fair compensation.

Should JC Decaux wish to submit an application for a new sign in a different
location, Galway City Council will deal with any application once submitted.

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanala, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating, and advising on
compensation.
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Reinstatement of property frontage including gates, railings, driveway and
footpath will be on a like for like basis and detailed accommodation works plans
will be prepared in consultation with landowners in line with any formal
agreements and in accordance with any embedded mitigations identified in the
EIAR or conditions/modifications from An Bord Pleanala in relation to the
Proposed Scheme.

3.12 CPO 11 - Olivia Heffernan

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objectives along this section of the corridor (R339
College Road (Lough Atalia Road to Moneenageisha Junction), the interventions
proposed are summarised as follows:

¢ Realignment of the R339 College Road / Lough Atalia Road junction;

¢ R339 College Road, between Lough Atalia Road and Moneenageisha Road to
be widened to provide an additional inbound segregated cycle track and an
outbound bus lane;

e Major amendments to Moneenageisha and Lough Atalia junctions;

e Landscaping design at new green space at R339 College Road / Lough Atalia
Road junction;

» Removal of underground fuel tanks;
e Construction of a retaining wall;

e Tree removal;

e New drainage network;

e Permanent and temporary land acquisition necessary to construct the proposed
scheme.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.12 below.
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Figure 3.12 — Proposed CPO at Bayview B&B

Objection Issues

The Objection to the CPO relates to the loss of parking at the Bayview B&B and
the commercial impacts that the proposed land acquisition will have on the
property and business, during both the construction and operation of the proposed
scheme.

The objection further suggests that there is no evidence in the Planning
Application that GCC examined any alternative designs for this junction. The
submission suggests moving the proposed road widening southward into the green
space at the Huntsman Inn in order to reduce the impact on the Bayview B&B.

Response

It is accepted that the CPO, if confirmed by An Bord Pleanéla, will have an
impact on the existing parking provision at Bay View House B&B. It is suggested
that this can be addressed through fair compensation for the lands.

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanéla, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage your its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating and advising
on compensation. Reinstatement of property frontage including boundary walls,
gates, railings, driveway, footpath and landscaping will be on a like for like basis
and detailed accommodation works plans will be prepared in consultation with
landowners in line with any formal agreements and in accordance with any
embedded mitigations identified in the EIAR or conditions/modifications from An
Bord Pleanala in relation to the Proposed Scheme application.
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With regards to options considered, an Options Assessment Report was prepared
for the proposed scheme where reasonable alternative options were considered.
Three options were considered at College Road outside of the B&B property. The
proposed scheme option provides a new outbound bus lane and new inbound
cycle track in this location. Alternative options considered included maintaining
the existing road width and converting one outbound lane to a bus lane and also an
option to provide a bus lane and cycle track in both directions.

Furthermore, design development was undertaken across each option selected in
the options assessment report, to develop the design within the constraints. One of
the constraints which required consideration is the Moneenageisha Junction and
the alignment of the 4 arms of the junction. In this instance, the alignment of both
College Road and Wellpark Road were considered. Realignment of College Road
southwards, would have an impact on alignment of opposing lanes on both of
these roads, and similarly would impact on both right turn lanes onto Dublin
Road.

3.13 CPO 12 - Ruby McCaul

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the R866/R336 Eyre Square to R339
Forster Street section of the Proposed Scheme the interventions proposed are
summarised as follows:

e Williamsgate Street and R866 Eyre Square North to become a time-plated bus
lane;

e R336 Eyre Square East to be two-way time-plated bus lane between St.
Patricks Avenue and R866 Eyre Square North;

e R339 Forster Street to become two-way time-plated bus lanes;

e Junction of R336 Eyre Square East and R339 Forster Street to be signalised
for all movements;

o Raised table on R866 Eyre Square North connecting Rosemary Avenue and
Eyre Square West;

¢ R866 Eyre Square North to be upgraded to a landscaped pedestrianised plaza
area;

o Vehicular access to Rosemary Avenue, and Eyre Street to be restricted to
permitted hours only;

e R336 Prospect Hill between B6othar na mBan and R866 Eyre Square North to
be made a cul-de-sac with restricted access to R866 Eyre Square North to
permitted hours only;

e New bicycle parking on R339 Forster Street.
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The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.13 below.
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Figure 3.13 — Proposed CPO at Eyre Square North

Objection Issues

The objection states that the proposed scheme does not attempt to facilitate casual
trading in the location of Eyre Square North. The submission states that the
proposed scheme is displacing the trading business with no guarantee that it will
return to the Casual Trading Area as existing.

Response

Upon consideration of the concerns of Ruby McCaul and other submissions
received relating to the proposed scheme, Galway City Council will not object to
amending the proposed scheme requiring the casual trading area to remain in its
current location, should An Bord Pleanala consider this appropriate. Galway City
Council suggest that this potential amendment to the proposed scheme can be
dealt with by way of a condition of planning, stating that the proposed scheme
shall be amended in the vicinity of Eyre Square North, as per drawing BCG-GA-
00-04-PL02, which can be found in Appendix A of this report.

It will require the removal of a proposed landscaped area in the vicinity of the
existing casual trading area and the relocation of the proposed loading bay to a
location south-west of that proposed in the current scheme.

It is noted, that the temporary acquisition of Market Rights will still be necessary
for a period of the construction stage to complete all proposed works in this
location.

3.14 CPO 13 - Ryan Family

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link {University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observalions to Submissions and Objections

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the Béther na mBan / St. Brendan’s
Avenue / R866 Headford Road / Dyke Road section of the Proposed Scheme the
interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

e Installation of a new footpath;
e Widening of an existing footpath;

o Acquisition and demolition of 2 no. residential properties and the adjoining
laneway;

e New controlled pedestrian crossing;

e Entry treatments;

o Creation of a one-way circulatory around Dyke Road and Headford Road,;
o Installation of a new two-way cycle track along Dyke Road.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.14 below.

@ Temporary Acquisition

V& Permanent Acquisition

Figure 3.14 — Laneway to be removed at No. 3 Headford Road

Objection Issues

The objection to the CPO is the suggestion that the maps provided are of such
poot quality that it is virtually impossible to determine exactly how it will effect

the property.

A number of further concerns, with regard to the operation of the proposed
scheme were also identified and have been responded to in Section 2.17 with
regard to submissions to the proposed scheme, rather than a response to the
objection of the CPO.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link {University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observalions to Submissions and Objections

Response

The property No. 3 Headford Road is not directly impacted by the proposed
scheme, and no direct alterations to the property are intended.

It is the understanding of Galway City Council that the rear of the property is
accessed via an exiting laneway from St. Brendan’s Avenue, which ends at the
rear of No. 3 Headford Road and No. 17. St. Brendan’s Avenue. The proposed
scheme intends to acquire part of this laneway, directly to the rear of No. 5/6
Headford Road, for the purposes of realigning St. Brendan’s Avenue. Access to
the remainder of the laneway is not proposed to be altered. Figure 3.15
demonstrates an extract from the General Arrangement drawings of the proposed
scheme in this location. No. 3 Headford Road has been highlighted in blue for
clarity. The section of Laneway to be retained has also been identified. Access to
and from the laneway will continue to be permitted across what will become
public lands.

No. 3 Headford e -
Road @ - o
’ - EXISTING JUNCT
] ’ 3 o TO SIGNAL CON1
PEDESTRIAN CR!

REALIGNED AND IMPROVED

PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES AT
MODIFIED JUNCTION
»F 1 !
EXISTING PROPERTY _ PROPOSED NEW
TO BE DEMOLIS| FOOTPATH

'PROPOSED ROAD
WIDENING AND FOOTF
IMPROVEMENTS

EXISTING PROPERTY
'TE:;‘;ERBS TO BE DEMOLISHED

Existing
Laneway to ;
be Retained |/

o BN \ 1
PROPOSED RAISED | 14
g ENTRY TREATMENT — ‘@

Existing
Laneway to
be Acquired

Figure 3.15 - Retained Laneway at No. 3 Headford Road

It is understood that No. 3 Headford Road may have the benefit of rights over the
lands to be acquired. Should this be the case, it is suggested that this can be
addressed through fair compensation for the lands.

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanéla, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating and advising on
compensation. Reinstatement of property frontage including boundary walls,
gates, railings, driveway, footpath and landscaping will be on a like for like basis
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Read)
GCC Observalions to Submissions and Objections

and detailed accommodation works plans will be prepared in consultation with
landowners in line with any formal agreements and in accordance with any
embedded mitigations identified in the EIAR or conditions/modifications from An
Bord Pleandla in relation to the Proposed Scheme application.

3.15 CPO 14 - Sean and Phil Scahill

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objectives along this section of the corridor (R339
College Road (Lough Atalia Road to Moneenageisha Junction), the interventions
proposed are summarised as follows:

o Realignment of the R339 College Road / Lough Atalia Road junction;

o R339 College Road, between Lough Atalia Road and Moneenageisha Road to
be widened to provide an additional inbound segregated cycle track and an
outbound bus lane;

o Major amendments to Moneenageisha and Lough Atalia junctions;

o Landscaping design at new green space at R339 College Road / Lough Atalia
Road junction;

e Removal of underground fuel tanks;
o Construction of a retaining wall;

o Tree removal;

e New drainage network;

e Permanent and temporary land acquisition necessary to construct the proposed
scheme.

The land acquisition required is shown in the acrial image presented in Figure
3.16 below.
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Objection Issues

The submission appears to suggest that the subject matter of the legal interest and
entitlement in plots 112.A.101 & 112.A.202 is in dispute.

The submission suggests that that the documentation provided by Galway City
Council lacks adequate or sufficient basis upon which the making of a compulsory
purchase order in respect of plots 112.A.101 & 112.A.202 can be

justified. Further, the submission states that the making of a compulsory purchase
order would be in contravention of Constitutional and European Community laws.

Response

The submission appears to suggest that the subject matter of the legal interest and
entitlement in plots 112.A.101 & 112.A.202 is in dispute. Without further detail as
to the specific concerns in relation to this element, it is not possible for Galway
City Council to make any substantive response to the submission. To the best of
the Council’s knowledge there is no error in the detail appearing in the maps and
schedules appended to the CPO.

The submission suggests that that the documentation provided by Galway City
Council lacks adequate or sufficient basis upon which the making of a compulsory
purchase order in respect of plots 112.A.101 & 112.A.202 can be

justified. Further, the submission states that the making of a compulsory purchase
order would be in contravention of Constitutional and European Community laws.
No clear legal basis is set out for these assertions. A substantive reply to these
matters is already dealt with in Section 2.18 of this submission. As previously
detailed, establishing the need for the Proposed Scheme is consistent with both the
CPO process and the process for determining the Proposed Scheme.

The legal basis for the CPO generally, and more specifically the application to
compulsory acquire plots 112.A.101 & 112.A.202, is clearly stated in the CPO,
and in the Council’s view the CPO is clearly in accordance with the
proportionality principle and balances the personal rights afforded to citizens with
the justifiable need of the common good in order to construct the Proposed
Scheme.

3.16 CPO 15 - Stephen Francis

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objectives along this section of the corridor (R339
College Road (Lough Atalia Road to Moneenageisha Junction), the interventions
proposed are summarised as follows:

¢ Realignment of the R339 College Road / Lough Atalia Road junction;

e R339 College Road, between Lough Atalia Road and Moneenageisha Road to
be widened to provide an additional inbound segregated cycle track and an
outbound bus lane;
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Galway City Councll BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)

GCC Observations to Submissions and Objeclions

Major amendments to Moneenageisha and Lough Atalia junctions;

Landscaping design at new green space at R339 College Road / Lough Atalia
Road junction;

Removal of underground fuel tanks;
Construction of a retaining wall,
Tree removal;

New drainage network;

Permanent and temporary land acquisition necessary to construct the proposed
scheme.

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the R338 Dublin Road Section of
the corridor the interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

R338 Dublin Road, to be widened between Brothers of Charity and The
Huntsman Inn entrance;

A bus lane to be provided in both directions;
A segregated cycle track to be provided in both directions;
New footpaths to be provided on both sides of the road,;

1 no. outbound general traffic lane to be provided. 1 no. inbound traffic lane,
widening to two lanes on approach to the Moneenageisha Junction to be
provided,

New pedestrian crossing at Wellpark Retail Park;
Widening of existing pedestrian and cycle track adjacent to Lough Atalia;

Removal of half of an existing advertising billboard.

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.17 below.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observalions to Submissions and Objeclions

Temporary Acquisition

g Permanent Acquisition
=

Figure 3.17 — Proposed CPO at The Huntsman Inn

Objection Issues

The submission states that Stephen Francis does not object to the CPO and
supports the project. The submission requests that GCC provide yellow boxes at
both entrances to the Huntsman Inn as per the proposed scheme drawings.

Response

The support of the proposed scheme and no objection to the CPO are
acknowledged and appreciated.

Galway City Council have indicated the intention of providing a yellow box at
both the entrance to the Huntsman Inn on College Road and the entrance the
Huntsman Inn on the Dublin Road, as presented in both the General Arrangement
drawings (EIAR Volume 3 Chapter 4 — 2) and in the Traffic Signs and Road
Markings drawings (EIAR Volume 3, Chapter 4 — 7). Should the scheme be
approved by An Bord Pleandla, GCC undertake to provide these yellow boxes as
indicated.

Subject to the scheme being approved and the CPO confirmed by An Bord
Pleanéla, a Notice to Treat may then be served on the landowner whose land is
being acquired. Following service of the Notice to Treat, the landowner will be
required to submit a claim for compensation and as part of this process, the
Galway City Council will pay the reasonable costs (as part of the claim) for the
landowner to engage its agent / valuer in preparing, negotiating, and advising on
compensation. Reinstatement of property frontage including gates, railings,
driveway and footpath will be on a like for like basis and detailed accommodation
works plans will be prepared in consultation with landowners in line with any
formal agreements and in accordance with any embedded mitigations identified in
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
GCC Observations to Submissions and Objections

the EIAR or conditions/modifications from An Bord Pleandla in relation to the
Proposed Scheme.

3.17 CPO 16 - Yeats College

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the R339 College Road (R339 Forster
Street to Lough Atalia Road) the interventions proposed are summarised as follows:

e Bus Gate to be provided on R339 College Road (between City Hall and R339
Forster Street);

e Footpaths to be widened;

o On-Street Parking to be rationalised;

o Entry Treatment at junctions;

e New Pedestrian crossings;

e New storm drainage network;

e Temporary land acquisition necessary to construct the Proposed Scheme

The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.18 below.

Temporary Acquisition
Permanent Acquisition ";”ffﬁ:‘]
S

Objection Issues

The submission appears to have been written in order to make an observation on
the application and no objection to the CPO appears to be have been raised. The
submission notes the proposed bus gate on College Road with restrictions to
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link {University Road to Dublin Road)
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certain movements at College Road which it is suggested could cause a potential
traffic build-up if the necessary turning capability is not incorporated into the
layout at this location. A suggestion of a mini- roundabout is raised.

Response

It is noted that the submission does not appear to object to the CPO.
Notwithstanding the above, it is suggested that any issues relating to the direct
impact on Yeats College may be addressed through fair compensation. It is noted
that Yeats College are identified as owners or reputed owners of the rights to be
restricted or otherwise interfered with and not the owners of thee lands.

Further concerns, with regard to the operation of the proposed scheme have been
responded to with regard to submissions to the proposed scheme, rather than a
response to the objection of the CPO.

3.18 CPO 17 - Kieran Devaney and Family

Description of the Proposed Scheme at this Location

In order to achieve the scheme objections along the R866/R336 Eyre Square to R339
Forster Street section of the Proposed Scheme the interventions proposed are
summarised as follows:

e Williamsgate Street and R866 Eyre Square North to become a time-plated bus
lane;

e R336 Eyre Square East to be two-way time-plated bus lane between St.
Patricks Avenue and R866 Eyre Square North;

e R339 Forster Street to become two-way time-plated bus lanes;

* Junction of R336 Eyre Square East and R339 Forster Street to be signalised
for all movements;

* Raised table on R866 Eyre Square North connecting Rosemary Avenue and
Eyre Square West;

* R&866 Eyre Square North to be upgraded to a landscaped pedestrianised plaza
area,

e Vehicular access to Rosemary Avenue, and Eyre Street to be restricted to
permitted hours only;

* R336 Prospect Hill between Bothar na mBan and R866 Eyre Square North to
be made a cul-de-sac with restricted access to R866 Eyre Square North to
permitted hours only;

» New bicycle parking on R339 Forster Street.
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Galway City Council BusConnects Galway Cross City Link (University Road to Dublin Road)
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The land acquisition required is shown in the aerial image presented in Figure
3.19 below.

{7

. Temporary Acquisition

Permanent Acquisition

) . e
EBTERT Tay sl

Figure 3.19 — Proposed CPO at Eyre Square North

Objection Issues

The objection suggests that the proposed scheme does not attempt to facilitate
casual trading in the location of Eyre Square North. The submission states that the
objectors are willing to temporarily re-locate for the duration of the proposed
works once they can return to the same area again under the same conditions they
currently operate under.

Response

Upon consideration of the concerns of the Devaney Family and other submissions
received relating to the proposed scheme, Galway City Council will not object to
amending the proposed scheme requiring the casual trading area to remain in its
current location, should An Bord Pleanala consider this appropriate. Galway City
Council suggest that this potential amendment to the proposed scheme can be
dealt with by way of a condition of planning, stating that the proposed scheme
shall be amended in the vicinity of Eyre Square North, as per drawing BCG-GA-
00-04-PL02, which can be found in Appendix A of this report.

It will require the removal of a proposed landscaped area in the vicinity of the
existing casual trading area and the relocation of the proposed loading bay to a
location south-west of that proposed in the current scheme.

It is noted, that the temporary acquisition of Market Rights will still be necessary
for a period of the construction stage to complete all proposed works in this
location.
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This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are
addressed. Any review, re transmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please delete all copies and inform the
sender, It is policy of the Courts Service to scan all e-mail for viruses and content may be monitored for offensive or inappropriate material as
defined in the Courts Service Acceptable Usage Policy. If this e-mail has been found to contain a virus or if you deem the contents to be
offensive or inappropriate please contact the Courts Service IT Security at ITSecurity@courts.ie

T4 an riomhphost seo agus aon chomhad a sheoltar leis faoi rin agus is le haghaidh Gsdid an duine né an aondin lena seoltar amhain at4 siad
beartaithe. T4 toirmeasc ar athbhreithnid, athsheoladh, scaipeadh né Usdid eile an eolais, né gnfomh ar bith a dhéantar bunaithe air ag daoine
né aondin seachas an faighteoir beartaithe. Ma fuair ti an riomhphost seo tri dhearmad, scrios gach céip agus cuir an seoltéir ar an eolas faoi.
Is é beartas na Seirbhise Cuirteanna gach riomhphost a scanadh le haghaidh vireas agus d'fhéadfadh sé go ndéanfar monatéireacht ar dbhar
chun gnéithe urghrdnna né michui a aimsit de réir mar a shainmhinitear iad i mBeartas Usdide Inghlactha na Seirbhise Cdirteanna. M4
fhaightear vireas sa riomhphost seo, nd ma cheapann td go bhfuil an t-dbhar urghrdnna né michui, téigh i dteagmbhdil le Sldnddil TF na
Seirbhise Ciirteanna ag |TSecurity@courts.ie



Our Case Number: ABP-314654-22

An
Bord
Pleanala

Courts Service

Chief Executive Officer
Phoenix House

15/24 Phoenix Street North
Smithfield

Dublin 7

DO7F95Y

Date: 02 June 2023

Re: BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link (University Road to Dublin Road), Compulsory Purchase
Order No. CCL-CPO-001, 2022.
University Road to Dublin Road, Galway.

Dear Sir / Madam,

— 1 refer to An-Berd-Pleandla's-letterto you dated-31st-May, 2623-in-relation-to-the-above- — ——— |
mentioned compulsory purchase order.

Please be advised that this letter included an error in the web address for where Galway City
Council's submission can be found on the Board's website.

The Council's submission can be found at https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/314654 under the
heading responses.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the
Board. Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any
correspondence or telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,
Niamh Thornton
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737247
ADHOC
Teil Tel (01) 858 8100
Glao Altidil LoCall 1800 275 175
Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Srdid Maoilbhride 64 Mariborough Street
Liithredn Gréaséin Website www.pleanala ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala ie DO1 V902 DO1 V902




As there are a number of applications with the Board for confirmation you are requested in your
response, if any, to provide the following:

(a) The reference number ABP-

(b) Your name and address.

(c) The name and address of the person you are acting on behalf of.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board.

Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanéla reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,
Niamh Thomton
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737247
ADHOC
Tell Tel (01) 858 8100
Glao Aitiail LoCall 1800 275 175
Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Sréid Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Léithredn Gréasdin  Website  www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala.ie DO1 Voo2 D01 V902




Our Case Number: ABP-314654-22

An
Bord
Pleanila

Courts Service

Chief Executive Officer
Phoenix House

15/24 Phoenix Street North
Smithfield

Dublin 7

DO7F95Y

Lourts servic®

Date: 31 May 2023
Re: BusConnects Galway: Cross-City Link (University Road to Dublin Road), Compulsory Purchase

Order No. CCL-CPO-001, 2022.
University Road to Dublin Road, Galway.

Dear Sir / Madam,

———— -1 -I-have-been-asked by An Bord Pleanila to refer to the above-mentioned compulsory purchase order.

As the Board has received objections to the confirmation of the order, it has decided under section 218 of
the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, to hold an oral hearing.

The Board will notify you of the hearing arrangements in due course.
Furthermore, the Board hereby considers it appropriate to invite you to make a submission in accordance

with section 217A of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended in relation to the submission
dated 8th February, 2023 received from Galway City Council.

A copy of the submission can be found on the Board’s website at www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/314564
under the heading responses. This submission together with the application documentation is also
available for public inspection at the following locations:

An Bord Pleanéla, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1

Galway City Council, City Hall, College Road, Galway

Any submission in relation to the above must be received by the Board within 5 weeks from the date of
this letter (i.e. not later than 4th July, 2023). There is no fee required for making a submission.

Tell Tel (01) 858 8100

Glao Attidill LoCall 1800 275 175

Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Srdid Macilbhride 64 Mariborough Sireet
Léithredn Gréasdin Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala.ie DO1 V802 D01 Vvo02
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As there are a number of applications with the Board for confirmation you are requested in your
response, if any, to provide the following:

(a) The reference number ABP-
(b) Your name and address.
(c) The name and address of the person you are acting on behalf of.

If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersigned officer of the Board.
Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanila reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,
» '3
Niamh Thomton
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737247
ADHOC
Tell Tel (01) 858 8100
Glao Aitiail LoCall 1800 275 175
Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Sréid Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Léithredn Gréasdin  Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala.ie DO1 Ve02 D01 V902




