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1. Introduction

The additional information presented in this update report, relates to the Appropriate Assessment Screening
Report (AA Screening Report) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) for the MetroLink Project (hereafter,
referred to as the proposed Project), prepared by Scott Cawley Ltd., and submitted by Jacobs IDOM on
behalf of the Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) in September 2022 (An Bord Pleanala reference

NA29N.314724).

The additional information provided relates to the following items:
o Baseline survey update

. European site updates

e Incombination assessment update

This report should be read in conjunction with the submitted AA documentation, including all supplementary
appendices as noted therein.
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2. Baseline Survey Updates

Additional ecological baseline surveys were undertaken over 2022 and 2023 to verify baseline conditions,
given the time that had elapsed since the surveys undertaken for and published in the NIS.

2.1 Survey Methodologies

The survey methodologies for the 2022/23 surveys follow those previously described in Section 2.5.1 of the
AA Screening Report and Section 3.6 of the NIS. The dates of the 2022/23 surveys are provided in Table
1.

Table 1: Ecological Surveys for the proposed Project and Survey Dates between 2022 and 2023

Survey Survey Date(s)

Habitat surveys

Including Rare and Protected species, and non-native Invasive May, June and July 2022
species

Otter surveys May, June and July 2022
Breeding bird surveys May and June 2022

October, November and, December 2022

Wintering bird surveys
g y January, February and March 2023

The aquatic macro-invertebrate surveys undertaken in September 2018 were not repeated in 2022 as the
results of that sampling had no bearing on the assessments presented in the AA Screening Report or NIS.

2:1:1 Habitat Survey

Habitat surveys, including rare and protected species and non-native invasive plant species, were carried
out along the proposed Project on 16, 20 and 27 May, and 3, 7, 16 and 21 June 2022 to verify the baseline
survey results recorded between 2018 and 2021. The 2022 habitat surveys were undertaken following the
same methodology described for the habitat surveys in Section 3.6.1 of the NIS and represent an accurate
and up-to-date and robust baseline for the assessment of effects on European sites.

21.2 Otter Survey

Otter surveys were carried out on 16, 20 and 27 May, and 3, 7, 16 and 21 June 2022 to verify the baseline
otter information recorded between 2018 and 2021. The 2022 mammal surveys were undertaken following
the same methodology described for the otter surveys in Section 3.6.5 of the NIS and represent an accurate
and up-to-date and robust baseline for the assessment of effects on European sites.

2.1.3 Breeding Bird Survey

Breeding bird surveys were carried out on 19 and 25 May and 1, 7, 15, 27 June 2022 using a methodology
adapted from the Breeding Bird Survey (Gilbert et al., 1998) to verify the baseline survey results recorded
between 2018 and 2020. Although early season surveys were not carried out in 2022, similar to those
previously carried out in 2018 and 2019, given the completion of surveys across multiple years (including
May and June 2020), and their purpose to verify rather than establish baseline data, the timing of the
surveys in 2022 have not imposed any limitations on the survey outcomes or this assessment.

All suitable breeding bird habitat located within approximately 150m of the proposed Project were slowly
walked in a manner allowing the surveyor to come within 50m of all habitat features (see Figure 1 of the
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NIS for survey corridor). Birds were identified by sight and song, and general location and activity were
recorded using the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) species and activity codes. The conservation status
of the bird species was recorded as per:

e  Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland (BoCCl) lists which classify bird species into three categories:
Red List — birds of high conservation concern; Amber List — birds of medium conservation concern;
and Green List — birds not considered threatened (Gilbert et al., 2021)

e  Bird species listed on Annex | of the EU Birds Directive (2009/147/EC), and
. SCI species of SPAs within the Zol of the proposed Project

214 Wintering Bird Survey

All potential suitable inland feeding and/or roosting sites for wintering birds located within approximately
300m of the proposed Project were identified as part of a desk study exercise in advance of the WBS
surveys, which involved a review of recent aerial photography and known inland feeding sites for the SCI
species light-bellied Brent goose Branta bernicla hrota (Scott Cawley Ltd., 2017).' Verification surveys of
the previously identified potentially suitable inland feeding and/or roosting sites for winter birds located
within approximately 300m of the proposed Project as shown on Figure 1 of the NIS were undertaken
across dates between 2022 and 2023. The winter bird field surveys were conducted by Scott Cawley Ltd.,
ecologists. Each site was surveyed during six visits across the wintering bird season, i.e., 18, 19, 20, 21,
25, 27 October 2022; 22, 23, 29, 30 November 2022; 14, 15, 20, 21 December 2022; 17, 18, 19, 23 January
2023; 15,16, 21, 22, February 2023; and 21, 22, 27, 28 March 2023. The 2022/23 wintering bird surveys
were undertaken following the same methodology described in Section 2.6.4 of the NIS.

2.2 Survey Results
2.2.1 Habitats and Non-Native Invasive Plant Species

The 2022 habitat verification survey of the proposed Project corridor recorded only minor changes in the
identified habitats. Changes that were recorded related primarily to areas where there was active
construction ongoing or where management and or planting regimes were altered by private landowners or
the Local Authority.

There were a small number of changes in the classification of habitats mapped during the original surveys.
These largely relate to areas that have become buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3) through construction,
have transitioned from amenity grassland (GA2) to dry meadows and grassy verges (GS2), or where small
areas of scrub (WS1) have developed. Some artificial surfaces and amenity grasslands, where horticultural
planting had occurred, were classified as flower beds and borders (BC4). Some areas of spoil and bare
ground (ED2) and recolonising bare ground (ED3) had transitioned to amenity grassland (GA2) or dry
meadows and grassy verges (GS2) through management changes. Buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3)
that were demolished were classified as spoil and bare ground (ED2), recolonising bare ground (ED3) or
amenity grassland (GA2). A small number of hedgerows (WL1) were reclassified as treelines (WL2) or had
spread into scrub (WS1) and in Balheary Park some treelines (WL2) have developed to narrow areas of
mixed broadleaved woodland (WD1). The habitat changes are presented on Figure 3 of the EIAR
Biodiversity Update Report.

Most change can be attributed to management changes or construction and demolition, which would be
expected given the urban/suburban nature of much of the study area. No new habitat types were recorded
and no significant changes in the habitat distribution or composition were noted. Habitats where discrete

' Scott Cawley Ltd. (2017). Natura Impact Statement — Information for Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment Proposed Residential Development,
St. Paul’s College, Sybil Hill, Raheny, Dublin 5.
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changes were mapped are all valued at either local importance (lower value) or, for some small areas, of
local importance (higher value).

There were no additional non-native invasive plant species recorded within or in close proximity to the
proposed Project during the 2022 surveys. Giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzanium, previously
recorded in Balheary Park in 2018, was not recorded there in the 2022 survey. Otherwise, the locations,
distribution and extent of non-native invasive plant species remains as presented in Section 5.3 of the NIS.

2.2.2 Otter

There were no additional otter breeding sites, resting sites or signs recorded within or within the zone of
influence Zol of the proposed Project during the 2022 surveys. The locations, distribution and extent of otter
breeding/resting sites and activity remains as presented in Figure 7 of the NIS.

A separate baseline otter survey of the Royal Canal was undertaken to inform Phase 4 of the proposed
Royal Canal Greenway Cycle and Pedestrian Route (Phibsborough to Ashtown) in January 2022.2 The
survey extended along the Royal Canal from the M50, or 12th lock at Castleknock to the River Liffey
confluence at Spencer Dock, which encompasses the section of canal crossed by the proposed Project
between the 5th and 6th locks. The Royal Canal between the 5th and 6th locks was categorised in that
report as being subject to high and very high disturbance and no evidence of otter activity was recorded in
that area. The Triturus survey findings are consistent with the survey results carried out for the proposed
Project between 2018 and 2022, in that there is a local otter population on the Royal Canal but there are
no otter breeding or resting places within, or in the vicinity of, the proposed Project boundary.

223 Breeding Birds

Six breeding bird species were recorded in 2022 that were not previously recorded in the study area of the
proposed Project between 2018 and 2020: feral pigeon Columba livia domestica, great black-backed gull
Larus marinus, kestrel Falco tinnunculus, lesser redpoll Acanthis cabaret, raven Corvus corax and
sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus. Only the great black-backed gull is an SCI species for nearby SPA sites and
was recorded on agricultural lands at Fosterstown South on one occasion (7™ June) during the 2022
breeding bird surveys. This brings the total of SCI species recorded during the breeding season to eight,
including: coot, cormorant, herring gull, kingfisher, lesser black-backed gull, mallard and tufted duck (see
Appendix D of the NIS).

Appendix | of this report lists all the breeding bird species that were recorded during the 2022 survey and
highlights those new species.

In total six breeding bird species listed as SCls for nearby European sites were recorded in 2022: cormorant,
herring gull, kingfisher, lesser black-backed gull, mallard and great black-backed gull.

As set out in Section 6.1.2 of the NIS (pages 56 and 57), the following four SCI species recorded within the
study area were assessed as not likely to be part of any SPA population: cormorant, herring gull, kingfisher
and lesser black-backed gull. Mallard are also assessed as not likely to be part of any SPA population given
breeding mallard are largely sedentary and the nearest European site designated for mallard is Dundalk
Bay SPA, c. 42.5km north of the proposed Project.

Great black-backed gull were recorded for the first time within the study area in 2022.

The 2022 breeding bird survey results, as they relate to SCI listed species, are shown on Figure 1.

2 Triturus (2022). Royal Canal Greenway Cycle and Pedestrian Route Phase 4 Phibsborough to Ashtown) Otter Survey. Report prepared by
Triturus Environmental Ltd. for Roughan & O'Donovan. March 2022.
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Given the location of the proposed Project largely within an existing urban and suburban landscape,
comprising above ground transport corridor on made ground as well as underground sections, the
magnitude of change within the landscape and changes in the species or their relative distribution is not
significant. The majority of records along the proposed Project comprise bird species common to suburban
and suburban habitats.

224 Wintering Birds

Four wintering bird species were recorded over the winter of 2022/23 that were not previously recorded in
the study area of the proposed Project between 2018 and 2021: bar tailed godwit, fieldfare, grey plover and
redshank. Of these four species, three (bar tailed godwit, grey plover and redshank) are red-listed SCI
species for a number of SPA within the vicinity of the proposed Project. The distribution and favoured habitat
of these additional SCI bird species are coastal wetlands and estuaries, with small numbers occasionally
venturing along larger rivers and to inland lakes. This brings the total of SCI species recorded during the
wintering season to 21, including: black-headed gull, black-tailed godwit, common gull, coot, cormorant,
curlew, golden plover, grey heron, herring gull, kingfisher, lesser black-backed gull, light-bellied brent
goose, little grebe, mallard, oystercatcher, teal, tufted duck, whooper swan, grey plover, bar-tailed godwit
and redshank.

Appendix Il of this report lists all the wintering bird species that were recorded during the 2022/23 survey
and highlights those new species. Whooper swan were not recorded in the study area in 2022/23.

In total 20 wintering bird species listed as SCls for European sites were recorded in 2022/23: black-headed
gull, black-tailed godwit, common gull, coot, cormorant, curlew, golden plover, grey heron, herring gull,
kingfisher, lesser black-backed gull, light-bellied brent goose, little grebe, mallard, oystercatcher, teal, tufted
duck, grey plover, bar-tailed godwit and redshank.

As set out in Section 5.4.2 (page 48) and Section 6.1.2 of the NIS (pages 56 and 57), the following nine
SCI species recorded within the study area were assessed as not likely to be part of any SPA population:
common gull, cormorant, grey heron, herring gull, kingfisher, lesser black-backed gull, little grebe, tufted
duck and whooper swan. Coot and mallard are also assessed as not likely to be part of any SPA population,
with the nearest SPA sites designated for these species being c.71km (Lough Derravarragh SPA) and
c.42.5km (Dundalk Bay SPA) away, respectively.

The location and distribution of black-headed gull, black-tailed godwit, curlew, golden plover, light-bellied
brent goose, oystercatcher and teal are consistent with that recorded between 2018 and 2020 and
presented in the NIS. Grey plover, bar-tailed godwit and redshank were recorded within the study for the
first time in 2022/283.

Table 2 provides a summary of the wintering bird survey results for these species.

Table 2: SCI Bird Species Recorded during the 2022/23 Wintering Bird Surveys

Species Distribution

Black-headed gull Widespread, observed across the entire study area and across all six survey visits.
Peak counts of 85 (20/12/2022) and 82 (19/01/2023) at Darndale Park and of 60 on
agricultural lands at Fosterstown North (15/02/2023).

Black-tailed godwit Observed at Barrysparks (site code: 115) in January and February 2023, and at
Malahide Estuary (site code: 112) in January 2023. Peak count of 94 at Barrysparks
on 18/01/2023.

Curlew Observed at Scoil Chaitriona (site code: 160) in November 2022 and January 2023,
at Dardistown (site code: 129) in October and December 2022, at Barrysparks (site




