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Summary

Following extensive consultation with the community within IDRA, a number of voices have been
captured for nearly all streets in the neighbourhood. Now is the time for action.

With over 200 responses the community is overwhelmingly in support of change to address concerns
across a variety of issues. With an active and engaged community, we believe that the area can be
used as a pilot for Dublin City Council to improve neighbourhoods like this to promote; healthier,
safer and more vibrant communities on the doorstep of the city centre.

The following points, through extensive consultation, have been established as areas that community
believe can form the basis for change.

. Safer friendlier streets promoting active travel in and around the area.

. Promoting doorstep and safe play for all ages in the area.

. Promotion of higher levels of air quality in the area.

. Promotion of higher levels of biodiversity and natural greenscape.

. Development of a more active community with place for safe community events and
activities.

o Foster greater levels of community togetherness through streetscape enhancements
creating place for outdoor community interaction and events.

. Safeguarding the future of an area rich in architectural heritage through

improvements that consider all ages and abilities.



1. Introduction
lona District is a residential area (see red outline in graphic) bounded by four major roads; two
arterial roads, Botanic Avenue and Whitworth Road are to the north and south respectively, and two
major national routes. The N1/Drumcondra Road is on the eastern side. The western boundary of
lona District is a confusing mix of names and road numbers including; the N2, R135, and R108,
residents know them as Prospect Road, Botanic Road, and St Mobhi Road.
Drumcondra Train Station is in the south east corner of the district, the proposed Glasnevin
Metrolink station will be just outside the south west corner.

The district is predominantly (95%+) residential, but because of its location is experiencing high and
rising levels of cut-through (rat-run) traffic. This through traffic is forecast to grow by 85% following
the completion of BusConnect Corridors along two of the arterial/national roads which bound this
residential area.
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lona District Traffic Action Groupis a voluntéer group of residents acting as a traffic working party for
lona and District Residents Association. Residents and IDRA have long argued that traffic volumes,
speed, and behaviour required some sort of response, traffic changes following the COVID period



and the planned BusConnects and Metrolink proposals have prompted us to review the situation
more critically, and to put the time and energy into what is a large-scale project for a volunteer

group.

This document is made of five components;

A report prepared in late 2022 on the then current traffic situation,

a survey put to residents on their feelings on and expectations for the street environment of
their neighbourhood,

the clear response from the meaningful number of residents that responded to that survey,
an interim update made available to a large proportion of residents who wished to be kept
informed outlining the response and examining effective traffic management solutions in
Dublin and neighbouring towns, and finally

investigation of how these traffic management solutions might be effectively applied in lona
District.

lona District residents have clear opinions and hopes regarding traffic management in their
neighbourhood, the reality of three major infrastructure projects (two BusConnects and Metrolink)
means that this is a sensible time to examine realistic proposals.



2. The situation as of November 2022

2.1 Traffic Management Issues in lona District

2.1.a Background

Residents and lona District Residents’ Association has for a number of years alerted Dublin City
Council and An Garda Siochdna to concerns re traffic in lona District.

lona District is a part of Glasnevin and Drumcondra that was first developed in the early 1900s on a
grid pattern and continues to grow and change as the city changes and former industrial facilities are
redeveloped for residential use.

Residents report that the living environment in the district has become increasingly unsafe,
especially for children and vulnerable adults, due to a number of motor traffic issues in the district.

We suggest that more long-term initiatives are needed to reimagine the neighbourhood and ensure
a more sustainable and safer neighbourhood for current and future generations.

Department of Transport Traffic Management Guidelines
(https://assets.gov.ie/30277/e3faaeaef9f74832947150bd6delfae2.pdf) have been quoted previously
and are worth repeating. These highlight the points made in relation to achieving an environment
that is safer and accessible for all.

“Streets are (or ought to be) living spaces, an integral part of the community and the focus
of many activities that link together people’s lives. The way in which streets are managed
and used promotes or discourages a sense of community and makes them an attractive or
unattractive place to live. This imbalance must be reversed if urban communities are to
revive and prosper. Planners and engineers must take the lead in this process. The
introduction of a road hierarchy and the management of traffic onto appropriate roads is a
fundamental step in this process.”

“There are many examples where the road design and speed of traffic has discouraged
pedestrian and cycle movement because of concerns over safety. It has also led to the
creation of areas that are too similar and lack their own sense of local identity.”

Also encouraged is the drafting of Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028
(https://www.dublincity.ie/residential/planning/strategic-planning/dublin-city-development-
plan/development-plan-2022-2028) which includes a commitment to sustainable neighbourhoods
and movement. The original developments were, and continue to be, added in very different eras,
the area continues to develop with the city, providing community oriented residential spaces today.
The time has now come to build on the organic growth of the neighbourhood to ensure a safe,
secure, age-friendly, accessible, walkable and healthy neighbourhood, in line with the aspirations of
the City Development Plan.



2.1.b Residents’ concerns

While the district still has a significant number of older people, the changing demographic has seen
an increase in families with young children who attend local schools and nearby sports and
recreational activities.

Residents have, for a number of years, raised issues of concern relating to:

e rat runs going through residential roads,

e speeding in the 30km/h zone,

e vehicles of greater than 3.5 tonnes driving through the district,
e drivers ignoring road signage,

e cars and vans parked on paths and corners

In this document we will highlight the areas of concern and we are requesting a review of traffic
management in the estate, to ensure safety for pedestrians and cyclists.

2.1.c Safety issues

The district contains two primary schools, three creches, three churches, two facilities for visually
impaired, (see graphic, marked in red, blue, black and purple respectively) and is surrounded by
primary and secondary schools attended by children from the estate who live within walking distance
from the schools, and walk or cycle to school.
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The district is also bordered by local shops, post offices, bars and cafes on Botanic Road, Drumcondra
Road, St Mobhi Road, and Whitworth Road that residents walk to.

Despite the size of the area there is modest communal recreational space. This means that children,
local schools, families, dog walkers, and runners must use roads directly for, or as access routes to,
recreation and socialising.



A number of older residents use mobility scooters, walking aids and wheelchairs to support them
living independently and accessing local facilities.

An increasing number of residents in the estate cycle on a daily basis and commuter cyclists choose
to pass through the district from the canal and Tolka bridges.

The Bus Connects and Metrolink projects will substantially change vehicle flows in and around the
areas in ways that are beyond the understanding of residents.

2.1.d Existing Rat-Runs and flow diagram

There are a number of through traffic routes (frequently known as rat-runs) in the district. Most of
this motor traffic speeds through the roads in rush hours, though there is steady volume in shoulder
hours, i.e. the hours immediately before and after rush hour.
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Most of the motorists who rat run, drive at excessive speed, ignoring road signage. Broadly;

1) [Red] Motorists turn left onto lona Road drive onto lona Park, then lona Crescent and
Hollybank Road taking a left onto the Drumcondra Road. All of the flows mentioned are two-
way with generally and equivalent number traveling the opposite direction.

2) [Green] Some motorists, seeking to avoid one set of traffic lights, take a right off Botanic
Avenue, the a left onto Hollybank Road and back onto the Drumcondra Road.

3) [Blue] The highest volume of traffic through the district takes a left off Mobhi Road onto lona
Road, proceeds at speed along lona Road and St Alphonsus Road Upper and Lower (hereafter



St Alphonsus Road) to Drumcondra Road. The narrowness of the last section of St Alphonsus
Road means that car owners park on the footpath to avoid having their vehicles damaged by
aggressive drivers.

4) [Green] some portion of traffic avoids the bottleneck on St Alphonsus Road by taking a right
onto St Patricks Road, and exiting to Whitworth Road. Residents have observed some portion
of cars at peak times taking a right off St Patricks Road onto St Annes Road, and even St
Clement’s Road, before turning onto Whitworth Road. This adds distance but avoids tailbacks
on the southern part of St Patricks Road.

5) [Yellow] Motorists turn left and right onto St Anne’s Road, then right onto St Patricks Road
before weaving through St Patricks Parade, St Columba’s Rd Upper and Lindsay Road.

6) [Purple] Drivers crossing Binn’s bridge take a right off Whitworth Rd, or left off Drumcondra
Road, proceed up St Patricks Road, left onto lona Road, and take a right onto Crawford
Avenue, then another right onto Hollybank Road, left onto Glendalough Road to join Botanic
Avenue, or perhaps Drumcondra Road.

These are the major flows, there are some smaller ones along Glenarm Avenue, St Joseph’s Avenue,
some of these routes are used in combination. There are schools and creches on lona Road, Crawford
Avenue, lona Crescent, Lindsay Road, St Joseph’s Avenue, and St Patricks Parade and vehicles drive at
speed irrespective of whether children are on their route to and from school or creche.

2.1.d Impact of through traffic on bicycle lanes .

There are a series of major bicycle routes running along the arterial roads that outline the district.
Cut through traffic turning off these arterial roads crosses bicycle lanes at a high volume creating
accident risk and impeding cyclists.

There are two intersections that are simply busy, and a number that are more dangerous (see
graphic).
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Busy (indicated in Red on the graphic)
- Left turn onto lona Road
- Left turn onto Lindsay Road
More dangerous (indicated in Blue on the graphic)
- The turn from Drumcondra Road onto St Anne’s Road
o Vehicles enter St Annes Road turning left across the outward bike lane. Vehicles also
enter St Annes Road taking a right off Drumcondra Road. These vehicles often cannot
see oncoming bicycles.
- Intersection of St Patricks Road and Whitworth Road.
o Cars queuing for the lights from Whitworth to Drumcondra Road block the view of
vehicles turning right off of Whitworth Road.
- Intersection of Hollybank Road and Drumcondra Road.
o The bicycle lane is set back from the road and a combination of; trees, railings and
limited lighting can mean that drivers do not see cyclists,
o Cars taking a right turn off Drumcondra negotiate two lanes of motor vehicles before
crossing the cycle lane.
o Cars exiting Hollybank Road are crossing two lanes of vehicles and a bicycle lane.

2.1.e 30km/h speed limit

The district is included in Dublin City Council’s 30km/h speed limit zone. The 2020 version showing
implemented and planned phases is shown in the graphic.
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There is signage at entrances to the district, but motorists tend to either not notice it or ignore it.
There is very little evidence of awareness that this speed limit applies to all roads within the district.

lona district residents have gotten funding for a number of Telraam devices through WeCount on
ChangeX. Telraams (www.telraam.net) are “..a combination of a Raspberry Pi computer, sensors, and
a low resolution camera..” that function as an automatic traffic counter. The Belgian Data Protection
Authority has issued an opinion that Telraam “..does not..involve any processing of personal data”
and therefore does not require GDPR policies. Telraam collect data during daylight hours.

Data from Telraam devices on lona Road, lona Park, Lindsay Road, Crawford Avenue, and St

Clement’s Road has shown that v85 (“..the 85th percentile speed...gives an indication of the typical
speeds driven at a specific Telraam location..”) is typically in excess of the 30km/h speed limit. The
devices report that 30%-40% of vehicles exceed the speed limit.
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