Our Case Number: ABP-314724-22

An
Bord
Pleanala

Anne G Meehan

48 Prospect Avenue
Glasnevin

Dublin 9

DO9N5Y9

Date: 25 November 2022

Re: Railway (Metrolink - Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport) Order [2022]

Motrolink. Estuary through Swords, Dublin Airport, Ballymun, Glasnevin and City Centre to
Charlemont, Co. Dublin

Dear Sir/ Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above-mentioned proposed
Railway Order and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

The Board will revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions/observations received in relation to the application will

be made available for public inspection at the offices of the relevant County Council(s) and at the offices
of An Bord Pleanala when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact the undersigned. Please quote the above

mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or telephone contact with the
Board.

Yours faithfully,

e R A

Niamh Thornton
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737247

RAO05 (No Receipt to Issue)

Teil Tel (01) 858 8100
Glao Aitidil LoCall 1890 275 175
Facs Fax (01) 872 2684 64 Srdid Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Laithredn Gréasdin Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala.ie D01 Va02 D01 va02
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RAILWAY ORDER

METROLINK

ESTUARY TO CHARLEMONT - VIA - DUBLIN AIRPORT

OBSERVATION

ANNE G. MEEHAN

48 Prospect Avenue.
Glasnevin,
Dublin D09 N5Y9

November 2022

Railway Order - Application number NA29N 314724
Case Number 302010-18



MetroLink - Book of Reference - Third Schedule

Substratum land which may be acquired - Longitudinal Section Plan No;
ML-LN-O-O11

Property number ML4M-U66
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The Railway Order, applied for by the National Roads Authority (operating
as Transport Infrastructure Ireland- TII) for the railway (MetroLink -
Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport 2022)

As a concerned citizen, and freehold owner of the above property, I wish to
lodge my Submission (Objections) to the Railway Order for the following
reasons:

1. 0. HISTORY OF THE ABOVE PROPERTY

48, Prospect Avenue, is my intergenerational family home for the past 122

years. The property is purported to date back to 1850.

My grandparents bought this property, as newlyweds, in 1900. My father
and his four siblings were born here. My grandfather died in this house and
my children, fourth generation, were raised here. In 1999, I completely

renovated the property.

My property is part of Prospect Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) and
as such is part of an area of great historical interest. Lying close to the
original gates of Prospect (now Glasnevin) Cemetery and the National
Botanical Gardens. Our ACA attracts many visitors from home and

abroad. It is a quiet, peaceful enclave in the heart of Dublin City, yet



tucked away from the busyness of city life. The following document
provides a summary:

https://www.dublincity.ie/sites/default/files/media/file-uploads/2018-
05/03 Prospect Square-
De Courcy Square  Environs ACA adopted 26.02.07.pdf

1.0 Introduction and Location Prospect Square/De Courcy Square is a
resigential enclave located east of Glasnevin Cemetery, approximately 2 km
north of the city centre. The area is made up of two 'squares, De Courcy
Square and Prospect Square, and three streets, St Teresa Road, St Teresa
Place, and the northern section of Prospect Avenue. The majority of the
buildings are late Victorian and Edwardian houses with red and yellow brick
facades. The exact boundaries are delineated on the map. Page 1
f:|user|ruth|test.dgn Jul. 12, 2006, 12:27:53 PROSPECT SQUARE / DE
COURCY SQUARE AND ENVIRONS ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVATION AREA
(ACA )

2 0. History The area lies in a townland called Prospect. In the eighteenth
century, it was pasture land situated south of the River Tolka. In 1832, as
a result of a campaign for a catholic cemetery led by Daniel O'Connell,
Prospect Cemetery was established here; this later became better known
as Glasnevin Cemetery. O'Connell and many other patriots are buried there
and the round tower that is the O'Connell Monument is a landmark feature
in the general area. The original entrance to Glasnevin Cemetery was
located in Prospect Square and the nearby eastern section of the graveyard
was the oldest part; a gate and lodge were built here to the designs of
Patrick Byrne. Prospect Avenue was constructed to link the new Glasnevin
Road with the entrance to the cemetery and was originally called Cemetery
Road. Before this, the other approaches had toll gates on them and were
expensive for ordinary people. The new avenue was used not only by
people attending funerals but also by people using the cemetery for leisure
purposes, promenading along the tree-lined avenues, and aamiring the
monuments on Sundays. In 1846 the main entrance was changed to
Finglas Road. Next door to the entrance to the cemetery a pub was opened
in 1833 (now Kavanagh's, Nos. 1 & 2 Prospect Square) which served

a drink to the men who dug the graves in the cemetery, which is why it is
commonly known as the ‘Gravediggers. Lore has it that they would knock
on the wall of the pub with a special code to order their drinks It was also
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a grocery and has remained in the same family for a long time. Joyce's
funeral Paddy Dignam retires to this pub. Part of the pub (No. 1) and the
two adjoining buildings (Nos. 3, 4, and 5) are some of the oldest elements
in the ACA. Also dating to the earlier history of the ACA are seven houses
on Prospect Avenue (Nos. 48, 50, 52, 54, 68, 72, and 74). Ulysses In 1876
the independent township of Drumcondra, Glasnevin, and Clonliffe was
founded in the area and it was administered at a local level. By this time a
row of 4 houses called De Courcy Terrace (now Nos. 37-40 De Courcy
Square) had been built but development was very slow and the terrace
was not continued for over 20 years. This Is in sharp contrast to what was
happening on the south side of the city at the same time. In 1899 the area
Joined the city and rapid growth followed. By 1907 all the houses in the
ACA had been built including St Teresa Road and St Teresa Place. This
small enclave of housing was part of the rapid growth of Drumcondra and
Glasnevin in the early years of the twentieth century. The houses were
speculatively built and were aimed at the skilled lower classes, such as
artisans and clerks, most of whom bought the houses they lived in. A
diversity of housing types reflected subtle differences in social status. Road
widening changes in the 1980s bisected Prospect Avenue with Prospect
Way More recent years have seen the erection of a few infill houses, as
well as a new lane and development called Botanic Mews.



1.1. IMAGES OF MY PROPERTY AND PROSPECT AVENUE

TII plans to run the top of the MetroLink tunnel underneath my hallway.

TII plans to permanently acquire 15m of substratum land underneath my

property on either side of the tunnel centre line.



It is directly underneath my property and under most of Prospect Avenue,
within the ACA, that Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) intends to

tunnel, build and operate MetroLink.

At full capacity, MetroLink will run up to 80 trains an hour (40 in each
direction), seven days a week operating beneath my property, which is 170

years old.



Prospect Square - Kavanagh's pub (The Gravediggers)




Original Prospect Cemetery gate

2.0. PROPERTY OWNERS PROTECTION (POPS) SCHEME

SURVEY

« An independent survey was requested of my property and carried out
on 20th August 2019, by Thorntons, Chartered Surveyors.

« Thorntons Chartered Surveyors is named as independent of TII to

carry out work on behalf of stakeholders.

Much of the survey is reliant on statements such as:
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'owner has advised' or 'assumed depth of foundations'.

Below is a relevant section of their report.

THORNTONS Chartered Surveyors (Part thereof)

Survey Record Sheet

Address: 48 Prospect Avenue, Botanic, Dublin 9

Property ID No.: ML BS-002-8120

Area: Immediately east of the alignment. Alignment

Example of a lack of thorough investigation and in-depth surveying:

...Foundations (Type) Depth (m): Judgment: Bricks laid in a stepped
fashion, assumed

approx. 0.5m-1.0m deep.

Again a lack of thorough investigation and in-depth surveying:

Mastic seal noted to some joints of the roof tiles to the rear extension lean-
to

roof. The owner_has advised there was a previous leak around the Velux
roof light

11



serving the kitchen but has not manifested after remedial works were
undertaken.

General Comments.

e Owner [s concerned that the property may not have foundations and will
not withstand the

proposed metro works.

e Owner has advised that the property was completely refurbished
internally and extended to

the rear in 1999.

Inspection Conducted By

Name: Lorcan Rafferty

Signature. Lorcan Rafferty

Position/Title: BSc (Hons) Building Surveying
Date: 15th August 2019

Review By

Name.: Darren Brennan
Signature: Darren Brennan
Position/Title: Managing Director
Date: 20th August 2019

To summarise:

This lightweight survey depended heavily on the 'owner has advised' and
'assumed depth of foundations’.
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Therefore, I request a detailed and thorough survey including the
foundations, giving all the information gathered, before, during, and after
the proposed MetroLink. These surveys, which fall under the POPS scheme,
must be fully transparent and independent of TII.

CHAPTER 21 EIAR Page 64-65
21.6. 1.4 Property Protection

711 is committed to having a Property Owner Protection Scheme (POPS) in
place prior to construction works commencing. The scheme allows
residential property owners to register with TII if the property is within
thirty metres of the edge of the MetroLink alignment or fifty metres of
station structures. The POPS comprises condition surveys of private
properties and other selected properties along the route of the proposed
Project. The purpose of the condition surveys would be to ascertain the
condition of the properties before, during (Iif deemed necessary), and after
the completion of the proposed Project to determine whether there has
been any deterioration of any of the properties surveyed and whether the
same may be attributable to the proposed Project and recommend repairs
as appropriate. Condition survey data gathered pre and post-construction,
and possibly during construction, will be used to assist the property owner
and TII in the swift and accurate verification of any property damage
claims which may be received from property owners. The POPS would be
introduced by TII through public consultation and will be formally advised
to eligible property owners by the Public Relations Departrment. Further
information on POPS is available in Chapter 11 (Population & Land Use).

Useful information on POPS can also be found in the MetroLink Frequently
Asked Questions document which can be found online at.

https://www.metrolink.ie/assets/downloads/MetroLink FAQ.pdf
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