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Dear Sir/ Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission (including your fee of €50) in relation to the

above-mentioned proposed Railway Order and will take it into consideration in its determination of the
matter.

The Board will revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions/observations received in relation to the application will
be made available for public inspection at the offices of the relevant County Council(s) and at the offices
of An Bord Pleanala when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact the undersigned. Please quote the above

mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or telephone contact with the
Board.

Yours faithfully,

&M
Niamh Thornton
Executive Officer
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An Bord Pleanala,

64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin 1,

D01 va02

16'™ January 2023

Re: Railway (Metrolink—Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport) Order 2022

Dear Secretary,

We wish to make a submission for our client Charlemont & Dartmouth Community on behalf of
Dartmouth Road residents of properties 26-28 and 32-35 Dartmouth Road, Ranelagh, Dublin 6, in
respect of the public consultation for the Railway (MetroLink-Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin
Airport) Order [2022]. Please find enclosed a copy of our client’s submission and prescribed fee of
€50.

We trust all is in order. Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any queries.

Yours sincerely

MacCabe Durney Barnes Lud, trading as MacCabe Durney Barnes
Registered in Ireland No.574100
Divectors: J. Barnes, R. Hamilton, M. MeCarthy. Associate: S. Berne
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The main points of this submission can be summarised as follows:

Policy and Procedure

The submission is fully supportive of the CDCG General Area Submission which seeks the removal
of the Tara Street to Charlemont section of the rail order.

Specifically the Charlemont station should not form part of the rail order as it will severely and
demonstrably adversely affect the residential amenities of the Dartmouth Road residents both
during the construction phase and the operational phase.

The reliance on an element of the railway works in the form of the station box previously constructed
as part of the office development fundamentally prejudices the entire process and is non-compliant
with the EIA Directive.

As is described in detail in the CDCG General Area Submission, the Charlemont Station Box is an
unauthorised development that also required an EIA. Clearly Charlemont Station is an integral part
of the Metrolink proposal and the subject Rail Order Application. The Board, therefore, cannot grant
the current Rail Order as to do so would a) facilitate the circumvention of the EIA Directive by the
splitting of projects and b) amount to a retention permission which it is compelled to refuse.
Effectively, Charlemont Station cannot be considered as usable for the Metrolink project because it
will remain legally unsafe.

The documentation and in particular the drawings submitted are misleading and do not illustrate
the relationship between the proposed station works and the houses on the southern side of
Dartmouth Road. The deep construction required immediately adjacent to residential houses is
wholly inappropriate and will result in a very severe loss of amenity and devaluation of property.

The lack of detail in the Rail Order documentation is in no small part due to the procurement
method adopted by the Applicant, which is a "design and build'. The first component is ‘design’
which should be undertaken prior to submission for a Railway Order consent. By following a 'design
and build' approach NTA/TII is failing to provide the required level of detail under which a) affected
residents can adequately understand the implications of the proposals and b) a Rail Order could be
granted by An Bord Pleanala (ABP).

Inadequate EIAR

Noise and vibration impact assessment have been deferred until after consent is issued.

The impacts of construction noise and vibrations on internal dwelling environments has not been
assessed.

There has been no night-time impact assessment of construction noise.

The blasting impacts of tunnelling directly under the houses on Dartmouth Road has not been
assessed in terms of amenities, noise, vibration and human health.

A traffic impact assessment of local junctions has not been undertaken.

The EIAR fails to properly assess the settlement impacts of the tunnelling upon the houses on
Dartmouth Road and there may be settlement of between 35mm and 45 mm which would severely
affect these protected buildings.
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The hydrogeological impact assessment is inadequate as it has not been based upon local bore
hole logs and no local impact assessment has been undertaken around the Charlemont station.

The impact of ventilation systems has not been assessed.

The ground borne vibration/noise impacts of the train operations upon the houses of Dartmouth
Road have not been assessed.

Construction Phase

The construction noise impact assessment is wholly inadequate as it fails to consider the internal
noise impact over a 9 year period, defers assessments to the design and construction stage, fails to
properly assess night time impacts, incorrectly catergorises impacts as very significant as opposed
profound

Construction vibration impact assessment fails to assess the evacuation tunnel. This element of the
project is likely to have a significant effect upon the Dartmouth Road residents. It will not be possible
to meet airborne noise condition limits that may be reasonably set by An Bord Pleanala.

Construction of the Intervention tunnel will give rise to significant noise and disturbance, 24/7
during the period of its construction.

The construction phase on Dartmouth Road, assuming no delays, will last 8.5 years (102 months).
This is a medium-term effect which has not been properly considered in the EIAR. This may be
termed "medium-term” from a broad community perspective, but in the lives of the residents of
Dartmouth Road the impact is profound. Especially when the cumulative effect of the ongoing
construction of the Office Building at 2 Grand Parade that will last for 4-5 years is considered. The
residents of Dartmouth Road will have to endure almost a decade and a half of major scale
construction within metres of their houses in an area zoned as residential.

The hours of construction proposed include 12 hour working days and significant element of 24
hour working during certain periods of the contract.

The alternative construction compound has not been properly assessed and given the impacts of
that proposed, it is incumbent upon TIl to properly assess this and propose it as a mitigating
measure.

Additional traffic will be generated during construction and the rediverting of traffic will have an
adverse effect upon the local road network. HGV traffic on quiet residential roads will have a severe
impact upon amenities.

No local traffic modelling has been undertaken as part of the assessment and the impact upon
pedestrians has not been properly assessed.

There will be a severe impact upon human health which has not been properly assessed.

Amenity Impacts

The operation of the trains and associated ventilation systems has the potential to adversely affect
the amenities of the residents and has not been properly assessed.

The post completion permanent arrangement will result in significant rat running between Ranelagh
Road and Grand Parade to the detriment of the residents on Dartmouth Road. No adequate drop-
off pick up facilities, taxi ranks, or interchange with other services are proposed. There will be an
inevitable loss of parking on Dartmouth Road.
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= The overall impact of the both the construction and operational phases of the project, in terms of
noise, vibration, visual impacts, trafficc HGV movement, construction activity, operational emissions,
anti-social behaviour and general activity around the station will be such as to severely and
permanently adversely affect the residential amenities of the residents listed in this submission. The
impacts will be so severe as to evidently be in material contravention of the Dublin City
Development Plan zoning objective for the area, which is Z2: "to protect and/or improve the
amenities of residential conservation areas.”

Property Issues

= Houses 32-35 are the subject of sub-stratum CPO

»  The development will inevitably impact upon the value of retained land/property

= The owners of no.35 Dartmouth Road have not been properly served with the relevant papers (to
confirm)

= There will be a significant devaluation in property and the Board must refuse this element of the
railway order.Owners' costs of engaging in the process should be borne by TII.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1  Background

This submission is made on behalf of the Charlemont and Dartmouth Community Group (CDCG) c/o 33
Dartmouth Road, Ranelagh, D06 HY79 in relation to the MetroLink Railway Order application, which was
submitted to An Bord Pleanala and is available for inspection from 07/10/2022 until 16/01/2023. The application
is made by the National Roads Authority (operating as Transport Infrastructure Ireland) for the (Metrolink-
Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport) Order [2022]. The submission is made on behalf of the residents of
properties 26-28 and 32-35 Dartmouth Road and these residents listed in Appendix | are all supportive of this
submission. It should be noted that all of those listed in Appendix | are also fully supportive of the general
submission relating to general policy and strategic matters.

This is one of three submissions made by CDCG, which relate to different aspects concerning the MetroLink
project. The submissions are as follows:

= Submission 1 (General) — The submission relates to general policy and strategic matters and area

wide concerns.

= Submission 2 (Dartmouth Road) — This subject submission relates to the concerns of the residents
on Dartmouth Road relating to impacts during the construction and operational phases of the
project.

= Submission 3 (Dartmouth Square West) — This associated submission relates to the concerns of the
residents on Dartmouth Square West relating to impacts during the construction and operational
phases of the project.

1.2  Strategic Planning Issues

The strategic planning issues are covered in the associated general submission by CDCG. The submission
concludes that the link between St. Stephens Green and Charlemont cannot be justified in planning terms.
Furthermore, it undermines the business case for the entire project. For this reason the associated submission
requests that the section between Tara Street and Charlemont be omitted from the Railway Order and that a
new railway order application for the section between Tara Street and St. Stephens Green be submitted.

1.3  Structure of Submission
The submission has been structured in the following manner:
= Section 1 Introduction: This section
= Section 2 Key elements: Considers the development as it relates to Dartmouth Road
*  Section 3 Project History: In so far is it relates specifically to Dartmouth Road.
=  Section 4 Submission Points: Highlights the key points of this submission

= Section 5 Summary of Points and Requests: Summarises main points, details amendments sought
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2. KEY PROJECT ELEMENTS

2.1 Overall Project

The main elements of the project are detailed in the EIAR and summarised in the associated CDCG general
submission. However, the key overall project related elements that are of importance to the subject submission
are:

e Charlemont Station

» In the opening year operations, there will be 20 trains operating per hour at a frequency of three minutes
between trains;

* The proposed Project is designed for a maximum of 20,000 passengers per hour per direction (pphpd) in
the peak hour;

e Operation of services for 19 hours per day, 365 days per year

» The predicted construction period of 9.25 years. The construction phase on Dartmouth Road, assuming no
delays, will last 8.5 years (102 months).

2.2 Charlemont Station, Turnback Tunnel and Intervention Tunnel
2.2.1 Operational Phase

Station Design

The rail line from the north would pass through a single bore tunnel and would curve southwards and pass
under Harcourt Terrace and the Grand Canal before reaching Charlemont Station located on a site south of the
“Carroll's Building” on Grand Parade and bounded on the west side by the Luas Green Line. This site, currently
under development by a third party, is where Charlemont Station is proposed to be built. Charlemont Station
would provide a connection with the Luas Green Line and a pedestrian link to the Charlemont Luas Stop. The
roof slab of the station would project under Dartmouth Road.

Two entrances are proposed, one at the northern end onto Grand Parade and the other at the southern end
onto Dartmouth Road. An escalator would serve each of the entrances. There would be three levels to the
station, including a concourse, mezzanine and platform level. One lift accessing the surface, concourse and
platform and street levels is proposed at the northern end of the site. Two Dublin Fire Brigade (DBF) lifts are
proposed. The track level is at 22m below ground level and platforms will be 65m long and 6.5m wide. The
overall footprint of the Charlemont station is approximately 133 metres in length (including the concourse
projection or approximately 118 without), and approximately 31 metres in width although not of rectangular
shape (source RINA). A total of 162 bicycle parking spaces are proposed, most of which are at the southern
entrance.
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Figure 1: Charlemont station Surface Layout
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It can be seen that there are pedestrian crossing zones on Grand Parade, a stairs in front of the Carrolls Building
(a protected structure) which will provide stair access to Luas, and further pedestrian crossings on Dartmouth
Road.




