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Dear Sir / Madam,
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The Board will revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions/observations received in relation to the application will be
made available for public inspection at the offices of the relevant County Council(s) and at the offices of An
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More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the Board's
website: www.pleanala.ie.
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Railway (Metrolink—Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport) Order 2022

Note. In this submission, | refer documents, reports, submissions, letters and a record of a
meeting with associated emails. | have attached these in two sections ie.

Section 1 - A 2019 submission to Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) on Metrolink, which
is paginated, after the first two pages

Section 2. Other relevant material, identified by tabs.

| ask that An Bord Pleanala refuse to grant a railway order for this project on the following

grounds

1. It will not enhance public transport options within those parts of the Dublin Area in
which most journeys take place(see Figure 1) It is another stand-alone non
integrated project which will continue to absorb resources better used elsewhere;

2. The route chosen

a.

Does not cater for the Drumcondra corridor which has the greatest demand
for enhanced public transport options in the north part of Dublin city. Note
the north part of our capital city has more people than Fingal, the south part
of Dublin City, South Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown (see Figure 4) and
has had over the past 30 years see Section 1 p.16-19.

Was the outcome of a deeply flawed process run by the National Transport
Authority.

3. Enhancing public transport options between Dublin City Centre and Dublin Airport
can be done by methods other than this proposal given than a 2011 NTA Study of
Dublin Airport passengers found that

a.
b.

Less than one seventh (14%g) of trips were business related;

Three quarters of all trips were either for holiday/leisure (nearly half) or
visiting family/relatives (over one quarter);

Less than one third of trips originated in Dublin City Centre/South part of
Dublin City;

Three quarters (75%) had journey times of less than one hour to Dublin
Airport with almost half (46%) having journey time of less than 30 minutes.
See Section 1 p.20-22, 48-50

In addition, the peak times for passengers departing and arriving do not correspond
with the AM and PM peak commuting times in the Dublin Area. (Section 1 p. 22).
This suggests that the passenger capacity proposed will not be needed for decades,
if ever, given recent trends in working remotely from centralised offices.

In short, the vast majority of passengers at Dublin Airport are not very time-constrained in
how they access the Airport landside. So travel times between Dublin City Centre and the
Airport should not be a criterion by which this proposal is assessed.
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Furthermore, Dublin Airport attracts lots of meeters/greeters, at all times of the year. Very
few of these people are likely to use public transport to travel to the Airport.

The 2014-2015 NTA/AECOM Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study, to which Transport Infrastructure
Ireland (TIl) refers in this application pointed out that

Expansion of the current light rail system to serve the Study Area could present significant
benefits as follows:

- Light rail is a high quality product with high capacity that has already been well received
within the City;

- Expansion of the network would present significant integration benefits and maximise the
overall offer presented by the network;

- Light rail integrates well into the urban environment which will be important for areas like
the north inner city and Swords;

- Light rail has a proven ability to drive urban renewal and economic growth which is an
important objective within the current Study Area;

- Light rail, unlike heavy rail, can have shared use sections where space is limited, although
ideally it should be segregated as much as possible;

- Light rail presents a suitable option where the level of demand is between bus and heavy
rail capacities;

- The current light rail network includes a number of Park and Ride facilities that will further
encourage a shift from car mode for commuting trips;

- Light rail is highly legible with a high commuter awareness of routes, catchment areas as
well as facilities to enable ease of utilisation; and

- Emissions from light rail are low and remote from the vehicle.

In asking you to reject this project, | suggest that other options (see Section 1 p. 35-70, p.
111-132) would better serve the north part of our capital city region,including Swords and
the Airport. Any option must focus on the most heavily trafficked corridor of that area ie.
through Drumcondra which is primarily a residential and educational district.

Our capital city does not need another stand alone public transport system which will not
enhance our urban environment which is not well tended.

. Source: National Transport Authority. AECOM Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study. Stage One Appraisal Report November 2014 p.39

25 November 2022
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1. Transport options in the Greater Dublin Area

The 2016 Census found that the major workplace catchment areas are inside the M50

as shown in Figure 1

Figure 1 Dublin Area workplace location catchment areas Census 2016

Workplace location catchment areas

Aprl 27, 2018

Major workplace locations Dundalk
1 Dot=1 Sligo
Athlone Swords
Kilkenny Waterford

1] 16
Limerick 0 225
Calway
Cork © Ordnance Survey Irokang
Dublin
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2. Route Chosen

2.1. On 10" May 2018, | asked Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TIl) for access to
papers, documents and records (including emails and sticky notes) under the
European Communities (Access to information on the Environment) Regulations
2007 — 2014, on four topics arising from the MetroLink proposal. (Section 1 p. 1-33)

2.1.1.  The misleading statements in the Alignment Options Report on the origins of
a Metro system for the Greater Dublin Area;

2.1.2.  The misplaced emphasis on Swords, compared to the North Part of Dublin
City or even the western part of Fingal around Blanchardstown;

2.1.3. The need for fast access between the City Centre and Dublin Airport;

2.1.4. Commitments and assumptions explicitly made in approving and building the
Dublin Port Tunnel. Iactively supported that project as one of a mutually
reinforcing set of proposals which would enhance our capital city region .

2.2. Tl responded on 8 June 2018 (see Section 1 second page unpaginated!) pointing
out that
The basis for the criteria to provide a safe, high frequency, fast, efficient and sustainable public
transport light rail service connecting Swords, Dublin Airport and Dublin City Centre arises from the

findings of the Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study, which was commissioned by the National
Transport Authority (NTA) and is available to view/download from the NTA website,

www.nationaltransport.ie

2.3. TlI's application for this railway order refers to the Fingal/North Dublin Transport
Study 2014-2015

2.3.1. In September 2014, | received a letter from AECOM asking me to contact
them to arrange a meeting in connection with a Fingal/North Dublin Transport
Study which the National Transport Authority had commissioned. | was
surprised to receive this letter, as | was not aware that such a study had been
commissioned.

2.3.2. On 6™ October 2014, the meeting took place in AECOM offices The aim of
the meeting was to present the CTY ACCESS TRANSIT (€4 which Drumcondra
2005 had proposed in response to a public consultation in March 2001 (see
Section 1 p. 96-108)

2.3.3. By prior agreement with AECOM, | was accompanied by five people, all of
whom are named in the agreed record of the meeting. . See agreed record of
this meeting Section 1 p. 92-95 and pre/post meeting emails clarifying some
points see Section 1 107-110

2.34. Among those that | invited were the Howard brothers, developers based in
North Dublin.

25 November 2022
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24.

2.5

2.6.

2.3.4.1. In 2006, they had commissioned a team of consultants to report on
an alternative routing for the then proposed Metro North. As the work
concluded, Michael Howard asked about Drumcondra 2005. By then, the
residents’ association which formed Drumcondra 2005 did not agree on
the then proposed Metro North. Thus there was no common approach to
MetroNorth, following the 2001 proposal for the DRUMCONDEA CITY
ACCESS TRANSIT (CAT. | pointed that out to Michael Howard.

2.3.4.2. | had not worked or socialised with the Howards before they
approached me nor have | since. When AECOM approached me in 2014, |
asked Michael Howard if he would like to join me at the proposed meeting
to present his proposal, as there appeared to be an opportunity to have
other options re-evaluated. He accepted my invitation.

2.3.4.3. During the meeting, Michael J. Howard presented the Metro East
proposal which he had commissioned from Roughan O’Donovan and
others in 2005/2006. He also handed over a copy of that proposal to
AECOM together with a submission made to the Railway Procurement
Agency at the time . See Section 1 p. 133 -197.

The NTA/AECOM Stage One Appraisal Report was dated November 2014.

24.1. Itis clear from the text of that NTA/AECOM report that

2.4.2. Acasual reader would get the impression that Drumcondra 2005 was
present at a workshop for key stakeholders held on 27" August 2014. This was
not true.

2.4.3. The Roughan O’Donovan Report which the Howard brothers had presented
during the October 2014 meeting was not referred at all;

2.4.4. the DRUMCONDRA CITY ACCESS TRANSIT (CAT) proposal was completely
misrepresented. See Section 2. NTA/AECOM report p.  par 3.12 LR* :City
Access Transit (CAT) p. 59.61

. In a submission (dated 19 January 2019) on that report, | called for the NTA/AECOM

Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study Stage One Appraisal Report November 2014 to
be rejected in full. See Section 1 p. 71-91 also Section 2 for covering letter.

It would seem that the AECOM Director who signed off on the Final Report of the
NTA/Fingal North Dublin Transport Study Stage 2 Appraisal Report June 2015 was
NOT aware that the Howards had given AECOM the final report of the Roughan
O’Donovan Metro North Transportation and Engineering Review Final Revision June
2006 (known as Metro East) during the meeting on 6 October 2014.

25 November 2022
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2.7. This is a case of the public authorities and their consultants suppressing options that
were worked out by respected professionals taken on by private citizens. If the
public authorities were confident that the project proposed lacked merit, they did
not state that, setting out their reasons. This suggests policy-driven evidence
making in pursuit of a project favoured by insiders and incumbents. Such stealthy
behaviour is not necessary and does not inspire trust in government.

3. North LUAS Loop

3.1. Following the outrageously misleading NTA/AECOM Fingal/North Dublin Transport
Study Stage One Appraisal Report November 2014, in April 2016, | sought further
information from NTA. see Section 2

3.2. The key document that emerged was Draft Study of Transport Options for Fingal
Corridors in advance of Metro North April 2012. see Section 2

3.3. 1 was taken aback when | saw that there was no consideration of Drumcondra in the
Sector C1/Balbriggan Sector C2/Swords, Sector C3 Airport. This contrasted very
poorly with explicit treatment of both Finglas and Ballymun, other north city
suburbs. .

Figure 2 Main Fingal transport corridors to/from the City Centre

Sector C1
Balbriggan

/

Sector F
Blanchardstown

J
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3.4.

3:5s

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

39,

This was very surprising, given a 1996 review (by Oscar Faber for the then
Department of Transport, Energy and Communications, seemingly prompted by the
EU Commission) of the then proposed integrated three line Light Rail system,. This
review identified more trip attractors/generators per km on a line connecting the
City Centre to Ballymun through Drumcondra. see Table 1 Comparison of Trip
Attractors Generators on three LUAS lines 1996 see section 1. 26 . also p. 116

In a 2012 NTA report on Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Core Network Report, NTA
concluded that passenger demand on a route through Drumcondra exceeded the
capacity of that particular option. No further consideration would be given to using
that particular form of public transport through Drumcondra. See Section 1 p. 37,
122

As | was puzzled by the complete exclusion of Drumcondra when the public
authorities were considering how to enhance public transport the north part of our
capital city, | commissioned two maps based on the 2011 Census from AIRO.

3.6.1. These superimposed the then existing LUAS lines (including LUAS cross-city

then under construction), heavy rail-commuter lines including DART and the
Phoenix Park Tunnel (then projected to open for commuter services in 2016)
and the then proposed Metro route on maps the Dublin area showing

3.6.2.  the economic core, measured by >= 700 jobs km?

3.6.3. population density;

See Figure 3

These maps formed the basis for a proposed LUAS Loop around the North City with
spurs to the Airport, Swords and Howth Junction. This built on the proposal to
extend LUAS from Broombridge to Finglas.

In October 2015, | presented this proposal at a session on transport at the Dublin
Economic Workshop in Athlone. see. Section 1 p. 26-70, and also an article in the
January 2018 issue of the Irish Journal of Social, Economic and Environmental
Sustainability see Section 1p. 111 -132

| first used the maps in an article question the need for DART Interconnector,
published in the webforum irelandafternama published in July 2015

Does Dublin’s Core Economic Area need three rail links between the Docklands and Heuston

Station/Inchicore?

25 November 2022
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Figure 3 A North Dublin on-street LUAS Loop with spurs to the Airport, Swords and Howth
Junction
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3.10. The proposed North Dublin LUAS loop would

3.10.1. serve the northern part of Dublin’s Core Economic Area comprehensively;
3.10.2. be Integrated with what already exists;
3.10.3. offer 3 rail-based ways of getting to/from the City Centre from the Airport;
3.10.4. link with the existing heavy rail commuter services are 4 different points
3.10.4.1. DART at Howth Junction;
3.10.4.2. Northern Commuter services also at Howth Junction;
3.10.4.3. The Maynooth line at both Drumcondra and Broombridge.

i, This North Dublin LUAS Loop fitted the urban transport network proposed in
A Platform for Change . This proposed a LUAS line through Drumcondra for the
north part of Dublin. This line would have spurs to the Airport and Howth
Junction,in addition to a spur from a circular Metro system, as part of a set of
mutually re-inforcing measures to make is easier to travel around the Dublin area.
see Section 1 p.13-14

25 November 2022
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4. North part of Dublin City is under-served with rail-based transport

4.1. The north part of Dublin City has the highest population of all the local authority
areas in the Greater Dublin area. This has been so over the past 30 years see Figure
4

Figure 4 North Dublin City has the highest population within the Greater Dublin Area

Dublin Area Population of each local authority 1991-2022
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Source: CSO Census Data. For 2022, preliminary results

4.2. Based on the Metrolink proposed in 2018, | commissioned two more maps of the
same type, to take account of the results of the 2016 Census see Figure 5 and 6. |
realise that the 2022 routing is slightly different to that on which these maps were
based. However, both show that the optimum route has not been chosen to serve
people living and working in the north Dublin .

25 November 2022
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Figure 5 Dublin Population Density 2016 with the 2018 proposed Metrolink and other rail
based transport

g,

g 4
%
£

' &w%.":

Rail Legend Fopulation Density per sq KM, 2016

i ) 0 200010 <5000
Existing Rail and DART: .- - .0 0% 47000
LUAS - Red: o o sl 3 2 - ;
LuAS - Green: — it Spatial-Insight
LUAS CrossGity: I 20,000 1o < 43,000 : -
Metro Link (Propassdy: — BB Greatsr than 40.000
Phoenix Park Tunnel: e Source: Census 2016 R omthin conirthueon:

25 November 2022



Donal O'Brolchain

Railway (MetroLink - Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport) Order 2022
Submission

1114

Figure 6 Dublin Core Economic Area 2016 with the 2018 proposed Metrolink and other rail
based transport
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4.3. In 2018, the Howards commissioned Roughan O’'Donovan to compare the
catchments of the then Emerging Preferred Route (for MetrolLink) with the Eastern
Route Variation which they had worked on and presented in 2006. This was
submitted to Tll during the 2018 Metrolink Public Consultation see Section 2

Comparison of the totals within the catchment of each route shows that the overall
population within the catchment area of the ‘Eastern Route Variation” is higher than
along the current ‘Emerging Preferred Route’ and therefore the Tl should consider
the Eastern Route Variation as a viable option for MetroLink. See Figure 7

Figure 7 2016 CSO Summary Data for Metrolink ‘Emerging Preferred Route’ and Eastern

Route Variation

Route Emerging Preferred Route - | Eastern Route Variation
Catchment ! Catchment

Population 73,071 75,890

Employed 33,092 36,176 -

Education 8,883 8,501

Source: Genvest Submission to the Project Manager MetroLink May2016

If the public authorities are really trying to promote modal shift in transport, they have

chosen the wrong route for this project

25 November 2022
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5. Dublin Port Tunnel

5.1. The benefits of the Dublin Port Tunnel project assumed that there would be an
integrated three line LRT network in Dublin. This included a line through
Drumcondra to connect the City Centre to Ballymun see section 1. p. 28

5.2. Government approved the Port Tunnel after a sworn public inquiry. The project
was promoted by the then Dublin Corporation and the National Roads Authority
(NRA)

5.3. After the Minister signed the order to approve the project, significant changes were
made by adding an extra lane to the inbound slip road from the Coolock Lane
Interchange the Shantalla Road Bridge. see section1 p. 23-24

5.4. This was done by stealth. Apparently, NRA sought approval for this as part of an
extension to the M50 in another part of the Dublin region! It is not at all clear that
the impact of this change was ever assessed in terms of increased traffic through
Drumcondra, with all that implies in terms of air and noise pollution. see section 1
p. 25 | suggest that this way of proceeding negated the environmental impact
assessment which was the subject of the sworn inquiry.

5.5. Building a north city LUAS loop would mitigate some the harm done by this
outrageous abuse of process by the public authorities.

6. Streetscape, Community Severance, Place Making

6.1. If this project goes ahead as proposed, it will be a permanent monument to the
abject failure of urban planning in this state. It will serve as very real evidence of
the double-think which dominates the management of our capital city.

6.1.1. As proposed, MetroLink will be in tunnel under what is Ballymun’s amin
street. This is now a 6 lane roadway for through traffic. Itis simply incredible
that our public service imposed such a barrier on a urban area which was being
regenerated having been first built some 40 years previously. Such a roadway
is a recognised major form of community severance.

6.1.2. Given the cost of underground stations, it is much cheaper to put such
through traffic in a tunnel. This would calm Ballymun’s main street with space
for walking, cycling, public transport, supported by a network of sit-around
hand around public parks are developed and maintained, as in Dublin 2.

6.1.3. The local and national public authorities are implementing a policy of
removing traffic from Dublin City Centre. That they are not applying the same
policy to Ballymun is clear evidence of lack of balance and consideration for all
citizens when allocating public resources.

6.2. In determining on this application, An Bord Pleanala has a unique opportunity to
begin the process of restoring public confidence that planning permissions are little
more that very limited forms of building control.

25 November 2022
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6.3. In asking An Bord Pleanala to reject this application, | hope that it will help us all to
re-learn what was known about place-making when Marino and Griffith Avenue
were developed by our new state 100 years ago. | also hope that it will assist us to
reset our way of governing ourselves to apply those lessons consistently and with
equal force in all parts of our capital city’s region.

25 November 2022



100 Griffith Avenue
Drumcondra
Dublin
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21t May 2019

MetroLink Consultations
Transport Infrastructure Ireland
Parkgate Business Centre Parkgate
Street

Dublin 8

D08 DK10.

Re. Metrolink

A chara,
Given that this project relies on a flawed report (see Tll response dated 8 June 2018 Your
ref. AIE/093-4/18), | re-submit that submission which, | made on 10" May 2018.

The National Transport Authority (NTA)/AECOM Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study is an
example of the public authorities’ capacity for policy-driven evidence making. This study did
not refer to a report which was given to AECOM, the consultancy company which carried
out the work. It would seem that the Director of that company who signed off on that
report was not aware of the privately commissioned Transportation and Engineering Review
of the then Metro North completed in 2006.

As set out in my submission of last year, this proposed Metrolink does not serve the area
inside the M50, which is where the greatest need for enhanced public transport is and has
been for decades.

There is clear evidence of silo thinking in meeting trying to meet that need, given the one of
the Bus Connect Corridors virtually follows the same route to Ballymun as Metrolink.

The NTA has shown that it acts in arbitrary ways in assessing transport needs and projects.
An example is the Bus Rapid Transit(BRT) Study which found that a BRT route through
Drumcondra did not have sufficient capacity meet the anticipated demand and stated that
particular route should be dropped from any further consideration. Yet the NTA proceeded
to a detailed study of just such a route, uniguely.

The way in which the public authorities have claimed that MetrolLink is based on the
Platform for Change (November 2011) document suggests a whimsical approach to project
development and assessment. This is not acceptable in a country which has the highest per
capita debt in the €urozone and the third highest per capita debt in the OECD.

}4%3 Al

D. O'Brolcain
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Mr. Donal O’Brolchain /‘0 “ i ‘g‘% Zol®

100 Griffith Avenue
Drumcondra
Dublin

D09 TeK3

Data | Date Ar dTag | Our Ref. Bhur dTag | Your Ref.

8 June 2018 AIE/093-4/18

Dear Mr O’Brolchain,

I refer to your recent requests under the Access to Information on the Environment Regulations 2007
to 2014 regarding the Metrolink route and the inclusion of Swords and access to Dublin Airport.
Transport Infrastructure Ireland has provided the following information in response to your request.

The basis for the criteria to provide a safe, high frequency, fast, efficient and sustainable public
transport light rail service connecting Swords, Dublin Airport and Dublin City Centre arises from the
findings of the Fingal/North Dublin Transport Study, which was commissioned by the National
Transport Authority (NTA) and is available to view/download from the NTA website,

www.nationaltransport.ie

Review of Decision.

You may request a review of this decision by writing to the undersigned at the address given below.
Any request for a review must be made no later than one month from the date of receipt of this letter.
The internal review process involves a complete reconsideration of the matter and a decision on
internal review is given within one month following receipt of the request.

Yours smcerelv,

.-"

Raymond Foley
Regulatory & Administration Unit

5

Proisedlann BIE sonrai pearsanta a sholathraitear do | gcomhréir lena Fhogra ar Chosaint Sonrai ata ar fail ag www.tii.ie.
Tl processes personal data in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available at www.til.ie.

Bonneagar lompair Eireann Transport Infrastructure Ireland
lonad Gno Gheata na Péirce Parkgate Business Centre el info@tiiie weww.til.ie ‘. +353 (0)1 646 3600 +353 (0)1 646 3601
Srdid Gheata na Péirce Parkgate Street

Baile Atha Cliath 8 Dublin 8
Eire, D08 DK10 Ireland, D08 DK10




Donal O'Brolchain Metrolink 1 of 206
Submission to TH

100 Griffith Avenue
Drumcondra

Dublin

D09 TeK3

10 May 2018

MetroLink Consultations
Transport Infrastructure Ireland
Parkgate Business Centre
Parkgate Street

Dublin 8

D08 DK10.

Re. MetroLink
A Chara,

| write to propose that a mainly on-street North Dublin LUAS loop. (see Figures 1 and 2)
would meet the transport requirements in the Greater Dublin Area much more cost-
effectively than Metrolink,, an all-or-nothing relic of the group-think of the celtic craziness.!

The recent IMF finding that there is considerable room for improvement in Ireland’s public
investment efficiency. This assessment found that when compared with advanced
economies, the efficiency gap was 58 percent. On this basis, Ireland is over one-third less
efficient than the EU average in terms of delivery of the highest level of infrastructure
outputs for the lowest amount of infrastructure investment over time. (Ireland. Technical
Assistance Report — Public Investment Management Assessment. IMF Country Report No.

17/333. November 2017)

| suggest that MetroLink is an example of the lack of efficiency in our public investment in
sustainable transport in our capital city. This has its roots in the arbitrary and whimsical way
the first decisions were made on LUAS in 1998, exacerbated by Transport 21.

Un the past decade, Ireland’s approach to fiscal policy, prices, costs and financial regulation were not
sufficiently adapted to the disciplines of a single currency

Press Release from National Economic and Social Council (NESC) on a report “The Euro: an Irish Perspective” 17‘“August
2010 . At that time, NESC was 30-person social partnership body made up of representatives of government, business,
trade unions, agriculture, community and environment. The Secretary General of the Government chaired NESC. Among

the seven Government nominees were the Secretaries-General of five Government Departments.
http://www.nesc.ie/dynamic/docs/The%20euro%20MEDIA%20RELEASE%20from%20NESC. pdf
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The LUAS loop | propose corresponds better with travel patterns shown in Census 2016 (see
Figures 3 and 4) which show clearly that Swords is an outlier of the Greater Dublin Area.

| propose extending LUAS CrossCity to create a north Dublin LUAS loop (see Figure 1)

This LUAS loop
e serves the northern part of Dublin’s Core Economic Area and the populated areas
comprehensively, taking in

o Northwood, Santry, Drumcondra, North East Inner City

o Kilmore, Beaumont, Coolock, Edenmore, Donaghmede;

o Ballymun, Poppintree, Charlestown, Finglas

o Beaumont, Cappagh, Mater hospitals;

o Croke Park;

o DCU campuses, DIT at Grangegorman ;

e isintegrated with Dublin ‘s existing light rail system LUAS;
as it extends LUAS CrossCity and could link with LUAS in the Docklands (North and
South) using the Samuel Becket Bridge which is designed to carry LUAS;

e offers two rail-based links between the Central Business District and Dublin Airport

o Directly on LUAS via either Drumcondra or LUAS CrossCity;

o Using LUAS to get to Howth Junction to connect with DART services to central
business district (Connolly, Tara, Pearse stations) and the south-eastern
coastal strip;

e links with heavy rail services
o at Howth Junction;, which has DART and Commuter services;
o the Maynooth line at both Drumcondra and Broombridge.

Using the LUAS CrossCity cost of €£61m per kilometre (including vehicles and stations), |
estimate that this 35km LUAS loop would cost just under €2.2bn. Given that there would
not be as much underpinning of existing buildings etc as in the centre city parts of LUAS
CrossCity, it could be 25% cheaper, based on one part of the LUAS loop has which already
been studied?. This recommended a 4.5km extension of LUAS CrossCity from Broombridge
through Finglas to a terminus close to the N2/M50 near Charlestown?. This was estimated
to cost €201m including €5m for new feeder bus services. This works out at €45m per

kilometre, giving a total of €£1.6bn. This is less than half the estimated cost of MetroLink.

% National Transport Authority Jacobs Systra Draft Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Areas.
North West Corridor Study
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