Our Case Number: ABP-317560-23

An
Bord
Pleanala

Kevin and Kelly Bourke
Carra

Bonnieconlon

Co. Mayo

Date: 01 September 2023

Re: Proposed windfarm development including 13 no. wind turbines in Bunnyconnellan, Co. Mayo and
hydrogen plant in Castleconnor, Co. Sligo.
Carrowleagh, Bunnyconnellan, Co. Mayo and Curraun, Castleconnor, Co. Sligo.

Dear Sir/ Madam,

An Bord Pleandla has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter. Please accept this letter
as a receipt for the fee of €50 that you have paid.

The Board will revert to you in due course with regard to the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions / observations received in relation to the application will
be made available for public inspection at the offices of the local authority and at the offices of An Bord
Pleanala when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime, please contact the undersigned officer of the Board or email
sids@pleanala.ie quoting the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any
correspondence with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

eI\

Lauren Murphy
Executive Officer
Direct Line: 01-8737275
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SID Online Observation

An
Bord Online Reference
Pleanala SID-OBS-001154

Online Observation Details

Contact Name Lodgement Date Case Number / Description

Kevin & Kelly Bourke 31/08/2023 23:22:13 317560

Payment Details

Payment Method Cardholder Name Payment Amount
Online Payment Kelly McNamara €50.00

Fee Refund Requisition

Please Arrange a Refund of Fee of Lodgement No

€ LDG—

Reason for Refund

Documents Returned to Observer Request Emailed to Senior Executive Officer for Approval
Yes No Yes No

Signed Date

EO

Finance Section

Payment Reference Checked Against Fee Income Online
ch_3NIJFhB1CWOEN5FCOsHjDASb
EO/AA (Accounts Section)
Amount Refund Date
Authorised By (1) Authorised By (2)
SEO (Finance) Chief Officer/Director of Corporate Affairs/SAO/Board
Member

Date Date




30* August 2023
An Bord Pleanala Case Number: 317560

Proposed windfarm development including 13 no. wind turbines in Bunnyconnellan, Co. Mayo &
Hydrogen plant in Castleconnor, Co. Sligo

To whom it may concern;

We are writing to highlight our serious concerns over the proposed development mention above.
This development will have an adverse effect on the local area and our community due to the major
disruption it will cause during construction along with the continuous disruption & risks associated if
operational in the area.

The proposed main haul route L6612 is a small rural road which is not capable of taking the vast
traffic volumes this development will require. Lorries hauling material on this route will take over the
whole width of the road due to its narrow nature. Lorries usual avoid this road due to its poor quality
and generally there might be an average of three to four lorry movements on it per dayata
maximum. There are no layby or wide areas along the route for cars or the likes to get past lorries
traveling in the opposite direction. It will also totally prevent anybody wanting to walk or cycle along
the route.

We have recently constructed a new dwelling along this road in which the main construction traffic
will be passing and the interconnector is proposed to be routed. This is going to cause significant
noise and disruption to us and all residents along the route on a daily basis. Due to the marginal land
type in the area we would also highlight our concerns over vibration and movement in the ground
caused by the volume of lorries and other heavy construction vehicles passing. This may result in
damage to our dwelling, boundary walls along with all neighbouring properties. We would also have
great concerns over the high voltage interconnector cables which are proposed to be passing by the
front of our dwelling.

The construction duration noted in the submission is questionable to say the least based on the
proposed scale and nature of the project. This in turn would result in prolonged disruption from
construction traffic to the area. We would also note that under the Environmental Impact reports in
Chapter 15 (Traffic and Transport) of the submission the number of deliveries are understated. For
example, it outlines that 4190 no. deliveries will be required for crush stone to the project based on
the estimated quantities - this is incorrect. Standard tipper lorries carry in the region of 8.5 -9 m3 of
stone per delivery not 12m3 as calculated in the submission. Based on a standard tipper lorry which
all of the local quarries run in their fleets, this would mean 5542 no. deliveries would be required for
stone alone. This appears to be an attempt to underestimate deliveries and disruption. As you can
appreciate for a small rural road which sees a maximum of three to four lorry movements on it per
day to potentially moving to 100 + per day is inappropriate at best.

The proposed hydrogen plant will have detrimental effects to the local area. It likely will devalue all
property adjacent to it and within a few kilometres of it (which we are). Drilling wells as proposed
and using them for significant volumes of water daily will have effects on nearby river levels and
lands. By removing the vast volumes of water as required from the wells it will result in major
movement in ground contours / levels which will in turn have effects on all near by lands and



dwelling structures. Due to the high risks associated with hydrogen plants it has to be highlighted
too that insurance may not be able to be obtained for any dwellings within a specified radius of the
plant. This is not fair on locals nor is it acceptable.

This proposed development is totally unsuitable for the area and will cause endless disruption and
fear within the community.

Regards

Kevin & Kelly Bourke

Carra, Bonniconlon, Ballina, Co. Mayo




