Municipal District of Tuam — 15% April 2024

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF TUAM HELD AT
THE OFFICES OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF TUAM, TUAM, COUNTY GALWAY
ON MONDAY 15 April 2024 AT 12.30 pm.

CATHAOIRLEACH: Clir. Killilea

{ LATHAIR FREISIN Clir. Hoade, Clir. Roche, Clir. Sheridan, Clir. Reddington, Cllr, McHugh
Farag

AS LATHAIR Clir. Keaveney

BAILL OIFIGIGH: Uinsinn fFinn — Director of Services, Padraic Wall — Executive Engineer,

Paul Connolly - Executive Engineer, Tom Regan — Executive Engineer, Ms
Geraldine Byrne - Administrative Officer, Ms. Sinéad Naughton — Staff
Officer.

Clir. Killlea commenced the meeting, welcomed the press, and newly appointed Director of Services,
Uinsinn Finn, to his first meeting of Tuam MD. He advised with agreement of all, that the meeting would
commence with a presentation from Padraic Wall, Executive Engineer from NRDO in relation to item no.
2 on the agenda.

MDT2400027

2. — To consider the CE report, in accordance with Part 11 of the Planning and Development Act 2000
{as Amended} and Part 8 of the Planning and development Regulations 2001 (as Amended), in relation
to the planned Active Travel development in Abbeyknockmoy on the N63.

Mr. Wall outlined the details of the proposed Part 8 Planning Application for the N63 Active Travel
Scheme, circulating a handout and a map of same to the Elected Members.

Clir. Roche raised concerns in relation to the absence of a provision of a pedestrian crossing adjacent to
the funeral parlour and the elimination of existing parking spaces in front of the forecourt. He raised his
concerns that this would curtail local businesses. He enquired if it was possible to pass the proposal today
with amendments. Clir. McHugh concurred with Clir. Roche on the two main areas of concern in the
development and asked if there was flexibility to address their concerns incorporating a pedestrian
crossing.

Clir. Hoade asked Mr. Wall if similar to a regular planning application, could conditions be stipulated in
relation to these areas at this juncture. Clir. Killilea asked for an estimate of what the project may cost.
Mr. Wall advised he did not have costings to hand.

A discussion followed between the members on whether a special meeting should be convened to further
examine this application. Mr. Wall advised that the scheme was presented today, was the scheme drawn
up by TIl. Mr. Finn advised that he did not see any unintended consequences of providing the pedestrian
crossing and that it could be looked at in the future. In relation to the retaining of parking in front of the
forecourt, he advised that the scheme has been safety audited on the current design and that there may
be insufficient space to retain parking and provide a footpath. As road safety is of paramount importance,
the proposed amendment is unlikely to pass a road safety audit.
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Clir Killilea advised that the CE report was completed on 7" March 2024 and therefore a decision was
required by Thursday 18™ April 2024. He suspended the meeting for 10 minutes so that the members
could have a discussion.

The meeting reconvened at 13:10 pm.

The Elected members wished that it be recorded in the minutes that the following people made
submissions regarding the part 8 application.

Trish Brennan Norrie Keane Kenneth Kearney
James O Donohoe Donal Kelly Claire Madden
Carmel O Neill Brid Treacy Agife Williams
Michelle King Marian Williams Pauline Coyne
Audrey Coyne Jonathan Burke Chris King

Stefan Bink Anthony Scarry Charlene Hynes
Tina Connolly Ruth O'Donchue Brian Finnerty
Padraic King Niall Byrne Irish Water

Sean Maloney (on behalf of applicant)

The elected members sought to make a resolution for accommodation scheme works to go ahead when
works commence and asked that people will be met with on site that made submissions.

MDT2400028

On the proposal of Clir. Roche seconded by Cllr. McHugh Farag the following motion was agreed
| propose; -

Re the proposed Active Travel Scheme Abbeyknockmoy that Tii seek to allow for the open space in front
of Businesses be retained to allow users access these premises, particularly for disabled users, (where
sufficient space is available) also develop a pedestrian crossing on west of village centre to act as a traffic
calming with safe crossing.

MDT2400029

On the proposal of Clir. Killilea seconded by Clir. Sheridan the Part 8 of the Planning and development
Regulations 2001 (as Amended), in relation to the planned Active Travel development in Abbeyknockmoy
on the N63 was passed.

MDT2400030

1. - Confirmation of Minutes of the Meeting of Municipal District of Tuam held on 26" March 2024

On the proposal of Clir. McHugh Farag and seconded by Clir. Hoade the minutes of the meeting of the
Tuam Municipal District held on 26 March 2024 were agreed,
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Matters Arising:

Clir. McHugh Farag said that there is a problem with the volume of ticketing for parking offences in Tuam
leading to people avoiding the town. She stated that Ballinasloe were considering implementing free
parking and that Tuam may also have to consider this option.

Clir. Killilea advised that a Senior Community Warden was yet to be appointed. He said the situation is
proving difficult for the businesses in the town centre. He requested that in time, the Senior Community
Warden would meet with the businesses along with the Director of Services to address the approach to
how tickets are being issued. He reported that parking is free in Clifden prior to 11.00 am and said that all
towns should be standardised with the same approach.

A further discussion continued between the members regarding parking tickets with Clir. Sheridan
suggesting a PR campaign creating awareness and suggesting a Green, Orange and Red rule system as
used by some private operations. ClIr. Killilea enquired about the appeals process. Mr. Finn advised in the
first instance of the appeal, it is referred to an officer in conjunction with the warden, and Ms. Byrne
advised that it is then escalated to another officer for a decision. Mr. Finn advised the 3rd stage is the
legal process and ultimately the court wili decide.

Mr. Finn advised that the appointment of the new Community Warden Supervisor is imminent, and this
would be the best way to engage. He advised that paid parking is about trying to turnover available
parking for businesses and freeing up the streets for short stays. Stating he cannot condone illegal parking
and loading is about the activity not the vehicle. He said that 20 cent is the minimum fee and very few
people don’t have contactless payment options now. He committed a county wide review and reverting
in due course to the members.

Clir. Sheridan requested that a cross examination take place comparing the 2019 to 2022 -2024 figures.

Clir. McHugh Farag sought a commitment from the Director that he would meet with the elected
members and the Senior Community Warden. Mr. Finn requested he carry out the aforementioned
review of the Pay & Display and he will revert to the members on the issue.

Clir. Hoade enquired if works would shortly commence on the Mass Rock Road at Sylane, understanding
they were to start this year. Mr. Connolly advised he would seek an update from John Coyle, Senior
Executive Engineer. She also referred to a dangerous section of road on N84 where a barrier was down,
and wall knocked and thanked John Coyle in his absence for commitment to build it this year.

Cllr. Roche referred to his request for lights at Brooklodge Church and said it is unacceptable to have to
wait 6 months for these to be switched on. Mr. Connolly advised that all works were completed as
required from Galway County Councils perspective and suggested a management meeting with the ESB
to expedite the process.

Clir. Sheridan requested update meetings with members of the public regarding developments and
timelines for the Militown and Gortnagunned Realignment Scheme and Dunmore Regeneration Scheme.

Cllr. Sheridan advised the meeting that a technical assessment has been completed on the courthouse
and the possibility of a transfer of ownership of the premises is being examined and it may be an option
for a community centre in Tuam.

Clir. Reddington requested a clear policy on rural lighting and how NOM funding can be spent. Mr. Finn
said this could be place on the agenda for the SPC next Friday week. Ms. Byrne advised an email was
circulated from Rachel Lowe, Senior Engineer with and she would circulate it again.
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Ciir. Reddington enquired on the location of the patcher that was bought for €250,000 last year and
requested that it be sent to the Headford with the roads requiring attention and in particular a bad section
in Grange Currandulla. Mr. Connolly advised that they would get a patcher to the Headford area this week
if possible.

Clir. Reddington advised he had submitted 21 CIS schemes and did not get a call to see which ones were
going ahead and need to write out to the landowners. Ms. Byrne confirmed there were 4/S schemes
selected for the Tuam MD by the technical team. The Roads department are awaiting confirmation from
the applicants that they remain in a position to progress with these projects. Mr Connolly advised that
one of schemes had substantial costs and if it does not go ahead, then a number of others may be selected
from the list, therefore it was difficult to definitively give a final list at this stage.

Clir. Killilea referred to an ongoing issue with a street pole in Cats Alley and Mr. Connolly advised he was
aware of the issue and trying to get it resolved.

Cllr. Sheridan requested that Old Road could be reviewed under a new traffic management plan.

MDT2400031

3. - Municipal District of Tuam Director’s Business

Mr. Connolly advised that the weather has had an impact on the maintenance of the public roads.

Clir. Killilea welcomed the news of €120,000 funding for Temple Jarlath from the Community Monuments
Fund which will support conservation works at the town centre site. Saying it was good news to finally
secure the funding and develop the building and its huge potential for tourism in the town.

Mr. Connolly advised he had met with the Old Tuam Society together with an archaeologist, regarding
the Historical Building and sought funding of €30,000 for a conservation plan which was completed and
made recommendations for the conservation works required for Temple Jarlath.

Mr. Connolly advised he had spoken to Limerick, Kilkenny, and Westmeath County Councils regarding
proposals for a Dog Park in Tuam. He advised that Limerick had completed one park with two more
underway and Mr. Connolly would forward emails in relation to same to the elected members.

Cllr. McHugh Farag commended Mr, Connolly on his input and how he has shaped the park and thanked
him for all his work there.

ClIr. Sheridan referred to the Spring Clean Initiative by An Taisce and asked that next year there is a further
allocation of litter pickers made available for as the allocation of gloves and bags is not a problem.

He enquired what Galway County Council’s contractual obligations were in relation to “bring bank” as he
reported six bags at the swimming pool that morning, enquiring as to where does the policy lie with illegal
dumping. Mr. Connolly advised that this has been an issue for a long time and is hoping that the latest
development in CCTV will help address this issue. Clir. Sheridan reported a lot of rodent activity and
requested that something was put in place to clean the bottle bank area with the residue of the hottles
left behind.
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MDT240032

4. - Municipal -District of Tuam Cathaoirleach’s Business

Clir. Hoade sought an update in relation to a bus stop for Headford and a proposed location for same. Mr.
Connolly advised there was no update at this time.

Clir. Reddington said that he had been contacted three times by an elderly lady living behind an auctioneer
in Headford, requesting that double yellow lines can be marked out, to stop cars from blocking her
entrance. Mr. Connolly agreed to examine the issue.

Clir. Reddington passed on a petition signed by 25 residents to Mr. Connolly requesting a repair to a local
road in the Sylane area.

He requested that the speed review needs to be discussed referencing the speed travelled on the Shrule
to Headford road. He requested an update on what was happening on behalf of schools, residential
committees and members of the public that had made submissions to Tom Prendergast, Senior Engineer,

Mr. Finn advised that the Department may be pausing the review until the speed limits are first reviewed
at a national level, which was going through the Dail, that nationai legislation would be implemented
band thereafter local byelaws would need to be implemented if required to raise or lower the limits set
nationally. Mr. Connolly advised that likely 80% of the submissions may already be addressed under
national legislation.

Clir. Hoade queried if there was a proposal to extend a 50km/ph limit out further on a section of road
would further submissions be required. Mr. Finn advised that we are awaiting more clarity from the
Department.

Clir. Reddington advised that 12 months ago he sent in NOM for Castlehackett National School and school
flashing lights sign and line marking. Mr. Connolly said he would examine the issue.

ClIr. McHugh Farag enquired about funding for Ardskea More, Corofin which was assigned from the OPW
to deal with flooding and was not spent. She asked that the OPW be contacted and find out what
happened. Mr. Finn advised that he follow up regarding same.

Clir. Roche requested an update on measures to be implemented in Currandrum. Mr. Connolly referred
him to John Coyle, SEE who is currently dealing with this issue. Cllr. Reddington said he met with a few
concerned residents and that they were all expecting to be informed on works being done. Clir. Hoade
requested an update on Corrandrum and engaging with local people there for the next meeting.

Clir. Killilea said councillors allocated substantial sums of money to the Corofin L2123 project and if these
monies were not being utilised, they would seek to have it transferred Mr. Connolly advised the funding
is in place and that John Coyle, SEE had advertised for consulting engineers and their appointment was
imminent.

CiIr. Killilea said that today 16™ April 2024 was the 1% day that patients were moving into Joe and Helen
O'Toole Community Nursing Home and wished to publicly thank and acknowledge the work and
contributions of Joe O’'Toole and Mary Larner to the town. Clir. Hoade wished to be associated with these
words.

Clir. Killilea referred to Paul Connolly departing Galway County Council to take up a post with Galway City
Council and said the Iast couple of weeks local groups such as the Millstream Residents Association, Tuam
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Women'’s Shed, Tidy towns groups who he had personal interaction with were upset at news of his
departure. He praised him for all the phenomenal works done in the Palace Grounds. Clir. McHugh Farag
said he was one of the most proactive people she has worked with in the Council and said he has left a
strong legacy behind. Clir. Hoade praised Mr. Connolly on his ability to interact, interpret, mediate, and
communicate with all community groups, she said he believed in meeting with people and talking it out.

Clir. Roche sincerely thanked Mr. Connolly praising his accessibility and personality he brought to every
event and Galway County Council would be a lesser place without him. ClIr. Reddington thanked Mr.
Connolly for his great vision and referenced his works on developing the sandy banks walkway in
Headford, wishing him well and said he is happy for him on a personal level.

Clir. Sheridan wished Mr. Connolly the best of luck in his new role with Galway City Council. Mr. Finn said
while he hated to lose staff it was great to see him progressing in career and wished him best of luck.

Mr. Connolly thanked all the Elected Members for their kind words and thanked everyone for what he
said was an excellent working relationship the last number of years. Listening is most important skill to
have whilst working in a local authority and explore all avenues of what additional funding may be
available to pursue for projects. He said that everyone at this MD wants what's best for Tuam and looked
forward to projects continuing in his absence.

Any Other Business

Clir. Sheridan reported anomalies in some letters sent to rate payers on 7" March in relation to an
Increased Cost of Business grant that was available for businesses to apply for prior to 1% May 2024 if
applicable and they were given a PIN to register he said businesses would get an accreditation not a
waiver and only available if rates were paid up to date for 2023. He appealed for the press to carry the
message as Galway County Council have currently a low take up rate on registration.

Cllr. Roche said he was annoyed that the new patcher was in Ballinasloe MD and that there needs to be
one in each MD with a designated driver. He said the patcher should not be idle because of the
unavailability of a driver. Mr. Finn said he would consider maintenance operations and that sometimes
those dedicated drivers are also doing winter maintenance and had other responsibilities. That policies
needed to be followed under the planned roads programme and may be other elements feeding in but
would put it on the draft agenda or next Fridays SPC meeting.

Clir. Killilea enquired when tenders would be going out for the Kilbannon Scheme and Mr. Conolly referred
him to John Coyle, Senior Executive Engineer in relation to same.

Chriochnaigh an cruinniu ansin @ 14:55 pm

Approved by: J i % ; ) Date: 2&’5 im )

Clir. Killilea, Cathaoirleach.




