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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Geological Survey Ireland, Block 1, Booterstown Hall, Booterstown, Blackrock, Co Dublin, A94 N2R6 

Bloc 1, Halla Bhaile an Bhóthair, Baile an Bhóthair, An Charraig Dhubh, Baile Átha Cliath, A94 N2R6 

T +353 (0)1 678 2000       www.gsi.ie    Fáiltítear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge 

Other Comments  
Should development go ahead, all other factors considered, Geological Survey Ireland would much appreciate a copy of 
reports detailing any site investigations carried out. The data would be redacted for confidentiality and added to Geological 
Survey Ireland’s national database of site investigation boreholes, implemented to provide a better service to the civil 
engineering sector. Data can be sent to the Geological Mapping Unit, at mailto:GeologicalMappingInfo@gsi.ie. 

 
If we can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to contact me Clare Glanville, or my colleague Trish Smullen at 
GSIPlanning@gsi.ie. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr. Clare Glanville   Trish Smullen 
Senior Geologist    Geologist 

Geoheritage and Planning Programme  Geoheritage and Planning Programme 

Geological Survey Ireland    Geological Survey Ireland 

 

The publicly available data referenced/presented here, should in no way be construed as Geological Survey Ireland support 
for or objection to the proposed development or plan. The data are made freely available to all and can be used as 
independent scientific data in assessments, plans or policies. It should be noted that in many cases these data are a baseline 
or starting point for further site specific assessments. 
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Non statutory EIA Scoping Report 
 
APPLICANT:  Dara Energy Ltd 
 
PROPOSAL: Wind Energy Development at Derrynadarragh. The proposed development 

will include up to 5 no. wind turbines (Co Offaly). 
 
REPORT DUE DATE: 28th February 2025 
 
Introduction 
The applicant has submitted an EIAR Scoping Report as part of a stakeholder consultation process for 
a proposed development likely to comprise of: 

• The erection of 9 no. wind turbines (5 in Co Offaly) with an overall ground to blade tip height 
of 186m.  

• Construction of site access tracks, upgrading of existing tracks, turbine hardstand areas and 
turbine foundations. 

• A bridge crossing 
• An on-site 110kV substation and compound including control buildings and associated 

electrical equipment. 
• Underground electrical and communication cabling options. 
• Drainage and sediment controls. 
• Temporary construction compound and tree felling. 
• Underground cables from the proposed development to the National Grid connection point 

as well as improvements to the public road network required for the delivery of turbine 
components. 

• Access to the site will be made via a new site entrance along the R419 regional road. 
 
Given that the proposal development will be subject of a SID application OCC cannot issue a formal 
scoping EIA, as this is the responsibility of An Bord Pleanála. 

 

Please note that any comments made by Offaly County Council are non binding in the formal planning 
process.  

However, please have regard to the following internal comments from sections of Offaly County 
Council. 

Roads Section: 

General Requirements 

• A Construction Management Plan shall be submitted to OCC. Contents to include 
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• Long term damage fee or works in lieu. 
• Developer to consult with An Garda Siochana, emergency services and bus operators in 

relation to each stage of the works 
• Liaison with the public, residents, businesses and schools. 
• Allow for briefing of Elected Members in affected Municipal Districts 

 

Haulage and Material Delivery Routes 

• Detailed programme of deliveries to be submitted to OCC in advance of commencement of 
deliveries. Details to include dates and times, number of loads, weights, road closure and 
diversion routes, support vehicles, etc. 

• Identification of landowners at all nodes and entry/exit points requiring temporary or 
permanent works. If OCC consider that the land used for any temporary or permanent works 
would be beneficial for the improvement of the existing road, then the developer shall carry 
out a design for the improvement and implement same. 

• Pre-condition survey of delivery routes, consisting of a video survey and photographs, and a 
detailed survey of all node locations to be carried out and a copy submitted to OCC. Survey at 
nodes to include drainage, landscaping, surfacing, boundary fences/hedges/gates, signage.  

• Where OCC consider a proposed delivery route is not in a suitable condition, the developer 
shall upgrade the road or junction in advance of delivery operations. 

•  Any damage caused to the road shall be repaired to its previous condition, to the satisfaction 
of OCC. 

• Developer to consult with all service providers (including Uisce Eireann) in relation to turbine 
delivery routes. OCC to be advised of any alterations required. 

• Developer to consult with An Garda Siochana and emergency services in relation to the turbine 
deliveries. 

• Design and construction details for temporary modifications at node points to be submitted, 
for approval by OCC. Details to include arrangements for both delivery phases and road open 
phases. Road safety audits in accordance with TII Road Safety Audit Guidelines, GE-STY-01027, 
December 2017 to be carried out, if appropriate. OCC may request All EIS requirements to be 
achieved. 

• Abnormal load permits will be required. 
• Any alterations affecting the width of the existing road shall be reinstated to the original width, 

unless otherwise agreed with OCC. Where roads are widened, the specification shall be that 
of the existing road at a minimum. 

• An emergency plan shall be submitted. 
• Liaison with local groups such as Tidy Towns, etc. 
• Liaison with the TII for transportation on the motorway. 
• All areas affected by the works shall be fully reinstated to their original condition. Where 

landscaping has been removed, similar plants of similar maturity shall be used for 
reinstatement. Where it is not possible to replace mature trees, younger trees plus additional 
landscaping shall be provided in lieu to enhance the area. Where hedging is removed and new 
hedging planted as reinstatement, suitable fencing shall be provided for the protection of the 
hedge, and maintenance shall be provided until the hedge is established. Where grass is 
replaced with new seeding, the grass shall be maintained until it is established. Full 
reinstatement shall be completed within one month of the final delivery. 

• Traffic management plan to be submitted for haulage of materials, including at entry/exit 
points. 
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• Pre-condition survey of delivery routes, consisting of a video survey and photographs, a Road 
Condition Survey, and an FWD Survey where required, to be carried out and a copy submitted 
to OCC. 

• Where OCC consider a proposed haul route is not in a suitable condition, the developer shall 
upgrade the road or junction in advance of haulage operations. 

• Any defects that appear during the haulage period shall be rectified by the developer.  
•  Any damage caused to the road shall be repaired to its previous condition, to the satisfaction 

of OCC.  
• Public roads shall be kept free of mud, dust, spillages and debris. Any necessary measures shall 

be put in place at site entry/exit points. 
• Details of cable installation to be submitted to OCC in advance of commencement of works. 

Details to include works programme, construction details, cross-sections for each road 
showing location of trench in road and existing road width, existing services. 

• Where road closures are required, an application must be submitted to OCC at least 8 weeks 
in advance.  

• Where road works speed limits are required, an application shall be submitted to OCC at least 
8 weeks in advance. Signs to be erected by the developer. 

• Pre-condition structural surveys on adjacent properties shall be carried out where necessary. 
• All works shall be in accordance with the TII Specification for Road Works unless otherwise 

specified. 
• Reinstatement of the trench in local and regional roads shall be in accordance with the latest 

version of “Guidelines for the Opening, Backfilling and Reinstatement of Trenches in Public 
Roads” (The Purple Book), except where noted otherwise. 

• Reinstatement of the trench in national roads shall be in accordance with the latest version of 
“Specification for the Reinstatement of Openings in National Roads”, except where noted 
otherwise. 

• After temporary reinstatement of the trench: 
- A full width overlay shall be provided on all local roads.  
- A half road permanent reinstatement shall be provided on regional roads > 6.0 metres 

wide. 
- National road – to be agreed with TII and OCC 

• All permanent restoration shall be agreed with OCC. 
•  Ironworks shall be raised & reset as necessary and road markings and road studs reinstated. 
• All existing watercourse crossings/bridges shall be identified and detailed designs submitted 

to indicate how these will be crossed. 
• The developer shall allow in his programme for accommodation of local events, such as charity 

walks and cycles. 
• A defects liability period of 2 years shall apply. This shall commence when written notification 

has been given that the permanent reinstatement/overlay has been completed. 
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Municipal District of Edenderry 
 

 

 

Relevant section of the Offaly County Development Plan 
The Applicant’s attention is directed to the Offaly County Council Development Plan 2021-2027 Wind 
Strategy and Volume One-Chapter 3, Chapter 4 and Chapter 13 DMS-109 of the Offaly County 
Development Plan 2021-2027. Please note that other sections, policies and objectives of the plan shall 
also be relevant to the proposal. 
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OCC would also request that a separate document be included which briefly summarises all significant 
potential impacts of the development, mitigation measures proposed for each significant impact and 
residual impacts if the mitigation measures are implemented. 
 

     
__________________________     
Enda Finlay       
Graduate Planner        27th February 2025 
 
 
 

     
__________________________     
Ed Kelly      
ASEP          27th February 2025 
 





From: Housing Manager DAU
To: Derrynadarragh Windfarm
Subject: Your Ref: P22-145/EIARScopingLetter Our Ref: G Pre00395/2024 Proposed Derrynadarragh Wind Farm
Date: Friday 7 February 2025 08:59:52
Attachments: G Pre003952024.pdf

A Chara,
 
Attached please find the archaeological observations/recommendations of the Department in
relation to the aforementioned EIA  Scoping Report.
 
Can you please confirm receipt of same?
 
Kind Regards,
Sinéad
 
—
Sinéad O’ Brien
Executive Officer
—
Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt
Development Applications Unit
Oifigí an Rialtais
Government Offices
Bóthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Contae Loch Garman Y35 AP90
Newtown Road, Wexford, County Wexford Y35 AP90
—
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Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt, Oifigí an Rialtais, Bóthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 


Development Applications Unit, Government Offices, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90 


manager.dau@npws.gov.ie  


www.gov.ie/housing  


Your Ref: P22-145/EIARScopingLetter 


Our Ref: G Pre00395/2024 


(Please quote in all related correspondence) 


 


7 February 2025 


 


Derrynadarragh Wind Farm, 


Fehily Timoney & Company, 


Core House, 


Pouladuff Road, 


Cork, 


T12 D773. 


 


Via email: derrynadarraghwindfarm@ftco.ie 


 


Re: Proposed Derrynadarragh Wind Farm Environmental Impact Assessment Report 


(EIAR) Scoping Request 


 


A Chara 


 


I refer to correspondence received in connection with the above. 


 


Outlined below are archaeological observations/recommendations of the Department. 


 


The Department notes that Section 5.9 of the Screening and Scoping Document proposes 


to carry out an archaeological assessment as part of the Environmental Impact Scoping 


(EIS). It is therefore necessary that a suitably qualified archaeologist is employed to carry 


out an Archaeological Assessment of the proposed site as part of the EIS and prior to a 


consideration of planning permission. 


 


The applicant is required to engage the services of a suitably qualified archaeologist to carry 


out an Archaeological Impact Assessment of the development site. This archaeological 


assessment should: 


a. examine the known and predicted archaeological environment 


b. examine the proposed development 


c. evaluate the proposed development in terms of the impact (direct and 


indirect) of the proposed works on existing or predicted archaeology 


d. propose a strategy to mitigate any adverse effects of the development on the 


archaeological heritage. 


 


No subsurface work should be undertaken in the absence of the archaeologist without his/her 


express consent. 


 



mailto:manager.dau@npws.gov.ie
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The archaeologist should carry out any relevant documentary research and inspect the site. 


Field survey, topographical survey or geophysical survey should be undertaken as the initial 


phase of assessment, as appropriate. Based on the results of the initial investigations test 


excavation may be appropriate. Following further consultation with the Department test 


trenches may also be excavated at locations chosen by the archaeologist (informed by the 


results of the previous methods of non-intrusive assessment) to target the results of the 


topographical and/or geophysical analysis. 


 


A Visual Impact Assessment of the impact of the proposed development on adjacent 


archaeological material shall be carried out. Views to and from adjacent archaeological 


monuments shall be assessed in light of the proposed development and views of the 


monuments from all adjacent roads and approach roads assessed in relation to the proposed 


works. 


 


Having completed the work, the archaeologist shall submit a written report compiling the 


above information to the Department for consideration. 


 


No site preparation or construction work shall be carried out until after the archaeologist's 


report has been submitted and permission to proceed has been received in writing from the 


Planning Authority in consultation with the Department. 


 


It should be borne in mind that, if significant archaeological remains are found, refusal might 


still be recommended, and/or further preservation in situ or by record may be required. 


 


Reason: 


To ensure the continued preservation (either in situ or by record) of places, caves, sites, 


features or other objects of archaeological interest. 


 


The above observations/recommendations are based on the papers submitted to this 


Department on a pre-planning basis and are made without prejudice to any observations that 


the Minister may make in the context of any consultation arising on foot of any development 


application referred to the Minister, by the planning authority, in his role as statutory consultee 


under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended. 


 


You are requested to send any further communications to this Department’s Development 


Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@npws.gov.ie, or to the following address: 


The Manager, Development Applications Unit (DAU), Government Offices, Newtown Road, 


Wexford, Y35 AP90 


 


Is mise, le meas 


 
_______________ 


Sinéad O’ Brien 


Development Applications Unit, Administration 



mailto:manager.dau@housing.gov.ie
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Document status 

Version Purpose of document Authored by Reviewed by Approved by Review date 

A01 For Client Feedback DM NKF NKF 31/10/2024 

A02 Updated with Spring 2025 
Engagement DM / AF RC AF 29/7/2025 

      

      

 

Approval for issue 

NKF, AF  31 October 2024, 29 July 2025 

 
© Copyright RPS Group Limited. All rights reserved. 

The report has been prepared for the exclusive use of our client and unless otherwise agreed in writing by RPS Group 
Limited no other party may use, make use of or rely on the contents of this report. 

The report has been compiled using the resources agreed with the client and in accordance with the scope of work 
agreed with the client. No liability is accepted by RPS Group Limited for any use of this report, other than the purpose for 
which it was prepared. 

RPS Group Limited accepts no responsibility for any documents or information supplied to RPS Group Limited by others 
and no legal liability arising from the use by others of opinions or data contained in this report. It is expressly stated that 
no independent verification of any documents or information supplied by others has been made. 

RPS Group Limited has used reasonable skill, care and diligence in compiling this report and no warranty is provided as 
to the report’s accuracy. 

No part of this report may be copied or reproduced, by any means, without the written permission of RPS Group Limited. 

 

Prepared by: Prepared for: 

RPS 
 

Aurora Wind Ireland Ltd. 
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1 ENGAGEMENT OVERVIEW 
RPS was appointed by Dara Energy Limited to conduct community engagement for the early-stage 
development of the Derrynadarragh Wind Farm. David Martin of the RPS Project Communications team was 
appointed as Community Liaison Officer (CLO) for the project. The CLO (David Martin) undertook the 
engagement accompanied by a colleague from the RPS project communications team. 

Two periods of stakeholder engagement were held in autumn 2024 and spring 2025.  

In preparation for the initial round of engagement a community information leaflet was produced, to give 
stakeholders project information in an accessible way while also providing contact information for the project, 
this can be seen in Appendix A. A calling card was also produced to accompany the project information 
leaflet if there was no engagement with a property, this can be seen in Appendix B. Finally, a project 
website was established which contains the project information, contact details, a google maps location of 
the site and supporting documents. The website was updated with a Frequently Asked Questions section to 
address reoccurring stakeholder questions. Screenshots from the project website can be seen in Appendix 
C. 
Additional communications materials were created for the second period of consultation. A letter inviting 
residents to the public information event was developed, including project information and contact details for 
the CLO, this can be seen in Appendix D. An updated project leaflet was produced which can be seen in 
Appendix E. Pull-ups to display the project information and a map showing the proposed preliminary layout 
of the turbines were also produced for the public information event, copies of these can be seen in 
Appendix F. 
During both periods of engagement, the RPS staff drove in a white car, branded with the Derrynadarragh 
Wind Farm logo and name. This can be seen in Appendix G. 
In this engagement report the term Stakeholder is being used to refer to residents of Bracknagh Co. Offaly 
and the surrounding countryside. 

1.1 Purpose of Engagement 
The purpose of the community engagement in 2024 was to visit all dwellings within a 1km radius of the 
proposed project study area to inform them of the proposed project. This entailed outlining the project’s 
benefits and potential impacts, as well outlining the Community Benefit Fund and discussing ideas regarding 
the fund. Each pre-identified dwelling was visited on multiple occasions within a four-week period. Dates of 
periods of engagement can be seen in the section below. 

Over the first two days of engagement, the project information leaflet was delivered to all dwellings. Where 
no homeowner / resident was present a calling card was left along with the leaflet. 

A second round of community engagement was held in spring 2025. It was aimed at generating further 
awareness of the project and inviting the local community to attend the public information event on 7th May 
2025. In advance of the event, the CLO delivered a community letter to over 200 homes previously identified 
for the 2024 engagement and newly identified. This community letter invited the household to the event, 
provided project information and contact details for the CLO.  

The letter was folded around the updated project information leaflet and put into letter boxes and doors. A 
number of copies were handed directly to residents following brief discussions in relation to the project and 
the upcoming event. 

1.2 Dates and Time Engaged 
Engagement with the pre-identified dwellings occurred across several days during a four-week period 
between 11th September and 3rd October 2024. 

Engagement time varied, and included visits in the morning, afternoon and evening until 7:30pm. This was to 
maximise the chance that those working shift work, nights, part-time, full time and those commuting to other 
areas e.g., Dublin, were home when the engagement took place. 

The invitation and updated project leaflets were delivered 10 days in advance of the event to give the 
community enough time to be made aware of the public information event.  
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1.3 Information Service 
The project phone line and email service went live on 1st September 2024. The phone and email were 
highlighted to all stakeholders engaged with. Stakeholders have contacted both the phone and email for 
more in-depth conversations about the project or to have follow up conversations. 

Phone line: 087-1698635 

Email: Community@derrynadarraghwindfarm.ie 

Website: www.derrynadarraghwindfarm.ie  

1.4 Numbers Engaged 
The numbers below reflect stakeholders that engaged with the CLO upon a visit to their house in autumn 
2024. Some people were engaged with on more than one occasion. 

 

Date Numbers Engaged 

11th September 2024 65 

19th September 2024 43 

20th September 2024 27 

24th September 2024 7 

27th September 2024 7 

3rd October 2024 18 

Table 1 - Number of people engaged with by RPS staff in autumn 2024. 

 

1.5 Houses not Directly Engaged 
Throughout the engagement period in autumn 2024, although all residential dwellings identified received a 
project information leaflet and at least one calling card. A number of stakeholders were not present or did not 
answer the door when attempts were made to visit and revisit. This number is approximately 30. 

mailto:Community@derrynadarraghwindfarm.ie
http://www.derrynadarraghwindfarm.ie/
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2 MAP OF THOSE ENGAGED 
The maps below show the number of dwellings engaged in each area surrounding the project area. 

2.1 South of the Study Area 

2.2 The Road into the Study Area 
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2.3 The Road leading into Bracknagh Village 

 

2.4 Bracknagh Village 
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3 PUBLIC INFORMATION EVENT 
A public information event was held from 2-8pm on the 7th May 2025 for local residents, stakeholders and 
members of the public. The event was organised by the CLO on behalf of Dara Energy Limited. 

The event was held in the local community hall, Bracknagh Community Hall, which is located within one of 
the housing estates in the village. This location was selected to ensure convenient access for the local 
community. 

The CLO and two other members of the RPS Project Communications team facilitated the information event 
along with representatives from the appointed environmental specialists Fehily Timoney, who are carrying 
out the environmental impact assessment, and representatives from the developer, Inis Onshore Wind. 

Project information pull-ups and maps showing the proposed preliminary layout of the turbines were 
displayed for attendees to read and consider. Members of the team were available to answer any questions 
attendees had on the proposals and document any feedback received. Approximately 50 stakeholders 
attended the event.  

Additional information to support some stakeholder's queries was issued directly to them following the event. 
The feedback gathered at this event is reported in Section 4, below. 
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4 STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK 
In general stakeholders were positively disposed to the project.  

However, a number of stakeholders also informed us that they would be opposed to the project. 

Stakeholders mentioned previous plans for a seven-turbine wind farm in the area, which was not developed, 
and was not supported by the community.  

Some stakeholders proposed that the project be developed as a Solar Farm instead, which they said would 
get community support. 

On the proposed project location, various stakeholders asked who owned the land proposed to be used and 
speculated as to who it could be.  

Stakeholders also questioned if forestry or trees will be planted around the turbines and if bog cutting will still 
be allowed on the site. 

On Ecology, it was asserted by local people that there are at least two curlews nesting in the area. People 
asked if the project could improve the biodiversity of the site for wildlife, rewet the bogland and create an 
eco-park centred around renewable energy generation. 

On the project’s operational phase, residents requested that a designated person be made available for the 
community to contact to address any potential issues that may arise. 

4.1 Topic 1: Community Benefit Fund 
Throughout the engagement periods, stakeholders were informed of the community benefit fund (CBF) and 
asked for suggestions for possible local projects that could be helped by the fund. Stakeholders raised 
various local issues and projects that they wished to be considered for inclusion in the funding.  

Stakeholders questioned the CBF, how it works, when first payments will be made, how the application 
process takes places, who sits on the committee and asked about independent oversight. 

Suggestions for the CBF also included; 

• Solar PV panels for the local Primary School to reduce their energy bills; 

• The inclusion of a public walkway into/around the wind farm development (possibly using the access 
road); 

• Speed bumps through the village to reduce passing car speed; 

• The improvement of safety measures of drop-off facilities at the local Primary School, such as a lay-by 
or the purchase of a small strip of land opposite the school; 

• The improvement of parking facilities around the community hall; 

• Purchase of the community hall from Bord na Móna; 

• The purchase of land within the village for a playground; 

• Local jobs; 

Stakeholders expressed an interest in the project investing in one or some of these suggestions prior to the 
commencement of the construction / operation of the project as a sign of good faith and commitment to the 
community and the area into the future. 

Stakeholders asked if the fund could be applied to residential energy bills to help with the cost of energy, and 
stakeholders referenced the Near Neighbour Scheme. 

Further information as to what the CBF can or cannot do was requested to be provided to stakeholders prior 
to the lodging of the planning application. 

4.1.1 Home Energy Upgrades 

Home energy upgrades, insultation and Solar PV panels were a reoccurring theme amongst stakeholders. It 
was said that a portion of the CBF could be allocated towards home energy improvements, that stakeholders 



July 2025 

IE000776  |  Derrynadarragh Wind Farm Public Engagement Summary  |  A02  |  July 2025 
rpsgroup.com  Page 9 

could apply for funding from to compliment government funding streams such as those from the SEAI. This 
was said to be an important aspect of the CBF, along with direct energy payments, which stakeholders also 
said would be a positive benefit to the whole community. Amongst stakeholders who recently upgraded their 
own homes or have recently refurbished / decorated their homes, the idea of direct energy payments was 
more appealing. 

Suggestions for the CBF in relation to home energy upgrades included; 

• New windows and doors; 

• Home insultation; 

• Direct payments to electricity bills; 

• Subsidised energy costs. 

4.1.2 Community Amenities 

A number of the stakeholders raised community amenities as their top priority for the community benefit 
fund.  

It was said by some that the fund could potentially cause division within the community unless proper 
engagement and consensus can be reached as to the fund’s administration. It was suggested by 
stakeholders that an independent element to the CBF administration would be welcomed. 

A representative from the local clay pigeon club asked if their shooting rights would be affected by the project 
and if the CBF could go towards the development of a car park area along the access road for their club’s 
use. 

4.2 Topic 2: Issues and Concerns 
Throughout the engagement with stakeholders, a number of conversations centred on potential issues, 
concerns and objections to the project. 

Concerns surrounded potential noise issues (including low frequency noise), shadow flicker, visual impacts, 
perceived risk of property being devalued, cost of energy, the carbon cost of the project, wildlife concerns, 
flora and fauna concerns and impact on forestry, amongst others. 

A few stakeholders said they felt that there are too many wind turbines in the area and in Offaly in general. 
They felt that if this project goes ahead, they will be able to see wind farms or turbines from every side of 
their house. One stakeholder felt that the technology is wasted after its lifespan, and it harms the 
environment. 

Stakeholders also asked for photomontages to be produced to understand the potential visual impact from 
various points around the community. 

A number of residents we spoke to expressed their opposition to the project for various reasons, from the 
proposed proximity to the village, the number of turbines, their size, and the number of other wind farms in 
the area. 

Questions regarding the impact on the proposed bog land were raised as it was said to be a carbon sink and 
the amount of concrete needed for turbine foundations was questioned in this regard. Stakeholders asked 
about the ‘carbon cost of the project’, requested the carbon calculations be made available and that a 
‘carbon buy-back’ time (the time it takes the project to become carbon neutral / negative) is calculated. 

4.2.1 Construction 

Stakeholders expressed concern about the potential impact of the construction phase of the project. They 
said that currently construction trucks disrupt daily lives, shake windows and damage local roads. They 
questioned if the CBF could be diverted to improving the road network upon completion of the construction 
element of the project. 

It was also questioned where the construction traffic would come from, and it was asked that the village and 
particularly the bridge into the village be avoided, as it was said that current construction trucks are 
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damaging it. Stakeholders also asked about construction traffic routes and the possible use of Walshe’s / 
Wallace’s Lane for construction traffic.  

Haul routes for the larger parts of the turbines were also discussed with residents. People said that road 
closures should be avoided as the community have previously been severely impacted by road closures for 
other similar projects. 

4.3 Topic 4: Grid Connection 
Several stakeholders questioned the grid connection points and the route to be used to connect to these 
points. The cable route and its impact on local roads was discussed on various occasions with stakeholders. 

4.4 Topic 5: Project Communications and Information 
Throughout the engagement period, stakeholders requested that when more information becomes available, 
that it is made public to the community for their input. 

It was said that a community information event would be welcomed. People asked that environmental 
experts, planning experts, the project team and any other expert that contributed to the planning application 
be present at this information event. 

Of the stakeholders that were engaged multiple times in September / October 2024 they said that further 
information would help inform their opinion of the project. 

4.4.1 Contacts in the Community 

Over the course of the engagement period, a number of contacts within the community were gathered, and 
are listed below. Their contact details are not included in this report for GDPR reasons. 

• Bracknagh Community Association 

• Bracknagh Community Hall 

• Clay Pigeon Club 

• GAA Club 

• Local Shop 

• Public House. 
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 Community Information Leaflet 2024 
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 Calling Card 
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 Project Website 
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 Community Information Leaflet 2025 
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 Project Information Pull-ups 
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 Invitation Letter 
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 Community Engagement Vehicle 
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