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CHAPTER 14.0: ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE

Introduction

14.1

14.2

14.3

14.4

This Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared on behalf of Harrington
Concrete & Quarries has been undertaken to assess the significant effects, if any, on the
cultural heritage, archaeology and architecture that can reasonably be expected to occur
because of the proposal to extend quarrying on land in the townland of Ardgaineen, Co.
Galway.

The proposed development comprises completion of extraction within c.4.35 ha of
previously worked lands and a lateral extension of c.6.1 ha into greenfield area, both to a
final floor level of 4 mOD. In total, c.10.45 ha will be subject to mineral extraction within the
¢.12 ha application area; the remaining c.1.5 ha will accommodate stockpiles, haul roads,
screening berms and access. It is also proposed to relocate the fixed processing plant from
the upper surface to the quarry floor within the extraction area. This relocation does not
increase processing capacity or change permitted processes.

An impact assessment and mitigation strategy has been prepared. The assessment has been
undertaken to assess the significant effects, if any, on the cultural heritage, archaeology and
architecture that can reasonably be expected to occur because of the proposal to continue
quarrying in the application area, while a mitigation strategy has been designed to remedy
any significant adverse effects on cultural heritage.

The assessment was prepared by Dr. Charles Mount who has more than thirty years of
cultural heritage assessment experience. He holds B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in
archaeology as well as a professional diploma in EIA and SEA Management and is a member
of the Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland and the Discovery Programme.

Methodology

14.5

14.6

This study which complies with the requirements of Directive EIA 2014/52/EU is an
assessment of the known or potential cultural heritage resource within a specified area and
includes the information that may reasonably be required for reaching a reasoned
conclusion on the significant effects of the project on the environment, taking into account
current knowledge and methods of assessment. It consists of a collation of existing written
and graphic information in order to identify the likely context, character, significance and
sensitivity of the known or potential cultural heritage, archaeological and structural resource
using an appropriate methodology (EPA 2002, 2003 and 2017).

The study involved detailed investigation of the cultural heritage including the
archaeological, architectural and historical background of the proposed development site
and the surrounding area up to 1km from the development and the study area is indicated
on Fig 14.1. This area was examined using information from the:

e Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) of County Galway;

e The Sites and Monuments Record which is maintained by the Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage and can be viewed at
http://webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/

e The Galway County Development Plan 2015-21 including the Record of Protected
Structures and the Draft Galway County Development Plan 2022-28;

e Aerial photographs;
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e Excavation reports;
e Cartographic and
e Documentary sources.

14.7 A geophysical survey of part of the extension lands was carried out in 2008. This was
followed by an assessment consisting of a site visit in March 2013 and May 2025 to identify
and assess any known archaeological sites and structures and previously unrecorded
features, possible finds and structures within the application area. In order to assess the
extant possible monuments in the extension area, test excavation of SMR GA057166--- and
GA057167--- was carried out in 2017 (Licence No. 17E0187). This was followed by full
excavation of both possible features in 2017 (Licence Nos. 17E0465 and 17E0524).

Consultation

14.8 Consultation was carried out with the Development Applications Unit of the Dept. of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht in September 2019. On the 31 October 2019 the Dept. replied
that:

1. The National Monuments Service is satisfied with the archaeological impact
assessments carried out at Recorded Monuments GA057-166--- and SMR GAO57-
167---;

2. The National Monuments Service agrees with the conclusions of the
archaeological excavation reports that both potential monuments GA057-166---
and SMR GA057-167--- are not of any archaeological significance;

3. The National Monuments Service accepts that the development has no impact
on known archaeological features or their setting.

14.9 See Appendix 14.3 for the full letter.
Existing Environment
The Landscape

14.10 The application area is situated in east County Galway, 7.5km north of Claregalway and
1.25km west of the N17 Galway-Tuam road. It is situated in flat to undulating lowland
between 30-40m OD. The soils of the area are Ballincurra (1150b) fine loamy over limestone
bedrock (http://gis.teagasc.ie/soils/map.php).

Archaeological and historical development of the study area

14.11  The following is a brief summary of the archaeological and historical development of the
study area and the main types of sites and monuments that are known from the surrounding
landscape. The information is drawn from the assessment. It is intended to indicate the types
of sites and monuments known to be present in the study area as well as the pattern of
landholding and to place this material in its cultural heritage context. The application area is
situated in the townland Ardgaineen, the parish of Annaghdown and the barony of Clare.
Note the spellings of place names varied throughout history, the historical spellings are used
here.

Prehistoric Period

14.12 Prehistoric activity in the study area is indicated by a prehistoric burial monument known as
a ring-barrow which have been identified in Kilcahill townland (GA057-170---). These
monuments broadly date to the period from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age.
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Early Medieval Period

14.13

In the early medieval period the study area formed part of the Tricha Ui Britdin Ratha from
which the later cantred of Brunrath was derived (Mac Cotter 2008, 132). Classically
settlement at this period is indicated by the presence of enclosed farmsteads known as
ringforts when they are enclosed by an earthen bank and cashels when they are enclosed by
a stone wall. There are two cashels and enclosures known from the study area in Ardgaineen
(GA057-016---), Tomnahulla/Ardgaineen (GA057-027---) and Caheravolley/Kilcahill (GA057-
070---), townlands. Combined with the souterrain identified in Ardgaineen townland
(GAD57-165--) this indicates significant settlement in the study area in the early medieval
period.

The later medieval period

14.14

14.15

14.16

14.17

In 1228 Richard de Burgo was granted 25 of the 30 cantreds of Connaught in fee by King
Henry lll. Following his conquest of Connaught in 1236 De Burgo granted the parish of
Annaghdown (referred to in the Annals as Muinter Fathaidh) and the remainder of Clare
Barony south of the Manor of Admekin to Sir John de Cogan (Knox 1901, 368, Orpen 1968,
214-5). To the north were the manors of Admekin and Corrofin which were granted to
Walter de Rideslford. In 1252 John de Cogan was granted the right to hold a market and fair
at his Manor of Clare. He was followed in the lordship of this area by his son John de Cogan
Il and his grandson John de Cogan Ill, who founded the Franciscan Abbey at Claregalway
€.1290. His great grandson Miles de Cogan was killed by Felim O’Conor’s forces at the battle
of Athleathan in 1316 (Orpen 1968, 182). This does not appear to have been the end of the
de Cogan presence in the Barony as in 1327 John Magnus de Cogan gave to Claregalway
Abbey “all the lands and tenements in Clonmoylan as far as Claredoule.” However, there are
no records of the de Cogan’s after this period and at some time in the fourteenth or fifteenth
centuries the lands must have passed to the Burkes of Clanrickard.

Richard de Burgo’s descendants were Lords of Connaught and Earls of Ulster until the
murder of William de Burgo the 3™ Earl of Ulster in 1333. He died without male heir and
under English Law the earldom passed to King Edward Ill. However, William de Burgo, son of
Red Earl of Ulster, took possession of the de Burgo lands in Galway, disregarding the rights
of the daughter of the dead Earl of Ulster, he became the ancestor of the Earls of Clanrickard
(Otway-Ruthven, 1968, 255).

The process of Norman infeudation is normally associated with the construction of timber
castles, known as Motte and Baileys. However, there are no Motte castles known from the
study area. In Ireland the manor houses of local lords were sometimes enclosed by
rectangular moats and are referred to as moated sites. They are a useful indicator of Anglo-
Norman settlement. However, there are no moated sites in the study area and no evidence
for any Anglo-Norman occupation.

The fifteenth century activity is often identified by the construction of masonry tower houses
which sprang up after King Henry VI introduced a building subsidy of £10 in 1429 (Sweetman
1999, 137). There are over 200 tower houses in Co. Galway (Sweetman 1999, 163) but there
are none in the study area. The closest to the study area is the example at Anbally (GA057-
001---) to the east, which was a castle and bawn of the Burke family.

The Post-Medieval Period

14.18

In 1504 Ulick de Burgo, chief of the Clanrickard Burkes, attempted the seizure of Galway City
but was defeated by Gearoid Mor Fitzgerald, Earl of Kildare, at the battle of Knockdoe 3.8km
to the south-east of application area. In 1543 Ulick de Burgh was made Earl of Clanrickard
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14.19 by King Henry VIII. At this period, the Clanrickard territories included the barony of Clare as
well as Loughrea, Leitrim, Kiltartan, Dunkellin and Athenry. In 1570 Galway was shired as a
county and brought under Royal administration. In 1574 the principle chieftains of Clare
barony were John Burke, Fitzthomas, MacHugh and MacCreamon. The Earl of Clanrickard
held Claregalway castle as his principle residence and the Tower Houses at Lackagh and
Tawnagh, which are close to the study area, were owned respectively by Henry FitzEdmund
and Moyler McRichard, who were probably both members of the extended Bourke clan
(Nolan 1900, 118-9). In 1585 Anbally Tower House, the closest to the study area, was held
by John FitzAmbrose Burke, and Knox (1900, 128) noted that in this year the Barony of Clare
was controlled by MacRedmond and MacThomas of Ballinderry.

14.20 The Nine years war was followed by the Stewart plantation. The plantations are often
characterised by defended bawns which were constructed by the undertakers. Galway did
not form part of the plantation but the presence of a rectangular bawn in Caheravoley
townland (GA057-06701) 1km to the north-east of the application area, indicates that these
structures were also built outside of the plantation areas. The Stewart policies in Ireland
culminated in the Confederate war 1641-9 and later the Cromwellian military campaigns of
1649-53. The study area formed part of the confederate territories. Captain Thomas Burke
of Anbally Castle and a group of Confederate Catholics took charge of the Claregalway Castle
in February 1643. Ulick de Burgh, the 5™ Earl of Clanrickard, worked with the Duke of
Ormond to hold Ireland for Charles | during the English Civil war and was made Lord Deputy
in 1650. In 1652 he surrendered Galway to English Parliament, his estates were confiscated,
and he left Ireland.

14.21  The Book of Survey and Distribution for Co. Galway (Mac Giolla Choille 1962, 112) records
that Ardneagh (Ardgaineen) described as 1 quarter of Arable and pasture intermixed was
held by Thomas Bourk but by 1688 had come to John Briggs. Kilcale (Kilcahill), described as
% quarter of arable and pasture intermixed also belonged to Thomas Bourke in 1641 and by
1688 had passed to Marcus and Alexander Bodkin and their nominee Sir John Bourke.
Griffiths Valuation of 1848-64 records that in the mid-nineteenth century the lands of the
application area were held by Richard Kirwan (http://griffiths.askaboutireland.ie/). In 1856,
1857 and 1863 Ardgaineen was sold by the Encumbered Estates Court
(https://annaghdownheritage.ie/ardgaineen/).

Buildings
Designated structures

14.22  The Galway County Development Plan 2022-28 were examined as part of the baseline study
for this section of the EIAR. The review established that there are no structures listed in the
current or draft Co. Galway Record of Protected Structures located within the application
area or the study area.

Non-designated structures

14.23  The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was examined on 9 May 2025. The
review established that there are no structures listed in the NIAH situated within the
application area or the study area.

Field inspection

14.24 On the 8™ of March 2013 fieldwork was carried out to identify any additional non-
designated structures of heritage interest in the vicinity of the application area. This involved
assessing all upstanding structures that are marked on the 1933 edition of the six-inch
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14.25

Ordnance Survey mapping within 300m of the application area (see Fig. 14.1). There are four

upstanding structures within this area. See below.

No.

Structure type
Townland

Designation

Data source

Perceived Significance:
Type of impact:
Significance & quality of
impact

Description

Mitigation proposal
lllustration

No.

Structure type
Townland

Designation

Data source

Perceived Significance:
Type of impact:
Significance & quality of
impact

Description

Mitigation proposal
lllustration

No.

Structure type
Townland
Designation
Data source
Perceived Significance:
Type of impact:
Significance & quality of
impact
Description
Mitigation proposal
lllustration

1

Animal shed
Ardgaineen
None

1933 OS map.
None

None

None

One storey stone animal shed with corrugated roof.
No heritage interest. No mitigation required
Plate 14.1

2

Cottage
Ardgaineen
None

1933 OS map.
None

None

None

One storey two bay stone cottage. Derelict.
No heritage interest. No mitigation required
Plate 14.2

3

Farm shed
Ardgaineen
None

1933 OS map.
None

None

None

One storey farm shed with three entrances and a corrugated roof.
No heritage interest. No mitigation required
Plate 14.3
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No. 4
Structure type Cottage
Townland Ardgaineen
Designation None
Data source 1933 OS map.
Perceived Significance: None
Type of impact: None
Significance & quality of  None
impact
Description One storey stone cottage, roofless and ruined.
Mitigation proposal No heritage interest. No mitigation required
lllustration Plate 14.4
14.26  The fieldwork established that there are no undesignated structures of heritage interest in

the vicinity of the application area.

Archaeological Assessment

Recorded Monuments

14.27

There are no Recorded Monuments situated within the application area. The closest
Recorded Monument GA057- 085003-a Children's burial ground in Corrandrum townland, is
situated over 0.85km to the east of the application area and is considered to be too far
distant to be directly or indirectly impacted by the proposal. The remaining Recorded
Monuments are further away from the application area and are considered to be too far
distant to be directly or indirectly impacted by the proposal.

Sites and Monuments Record

14.28

14.29

There is one no longer extant undesignated monument listed in the Sites and Monuments
Record that was situated in the application area. A souterrain (GA057-165--) was identified
in the quarry face in 2005 during extraction. An archaeological assessment was carried out
on the site in 2005 under licence from the National Monuments Service (Licence No.
05E0560). The souterrain was recorded and found not to extend any further north into the
quarry face and no features were found associated with it. There are no remains of the
souterrain surviving in the application area (Maguire and Tierney 2005; and plate 14.7).

Two non-monuments are included in the Sites and Monuments Record that in the
application area that were found after archaeological excavation to be of no archaeological
significance. See below.

1. GAO057-166—isincluded in the SMR as a possible ring-barrow. It was noted during the
archaeological assessment of a souterrain in 2005 in Area 1 (Maguire and Tierney
2005). The location of GA057-166— is in Area 3, approximately 16m north of the
quarry face. The feature was described as a badly damaged sub-circular area 5m x
4.5m defined by a gentle scarp 0.75m wide and 0.15m high with scant remains of a
fosse 1.7m wide. Geophysical survey carried out in 2008 by Earthsound Archaeological
Geophysics (Detection Licence No. 08R141; Anomaly G7) noted that the feature
measured 6m in diameter and had a weakly magnetic response (Bonsall and Gimson
2008). Full excavation of the feature carried out in 2017 (License No. 17E0465, Coen
2017a) found that this was a modern feature of no archaeological significance (see
Appendix 14.4).
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2. GA057-167— is included in the SMR as a possible enclosure. It was noted during the
archaeological assessment of a souterrain in 2005 in Area 2 (Maguire and Tierney
2005). Geophysical survey carried out in 2008 by Earthsound archaeological
geophysics identified a possible rectilinear ditch enclosing an area measuring 15m x
11m with a possible entranceway at south-west (Anomaly G3) (Detection Licence No.
08R141, Bonsall and Gimson 2008). Ful excavation carried out in 2017 (License No.
17E0465, Coen 2017b) found that the feature was in fact the remains of parallel linear
agricultural furrows and of no archaeological significance (see Appendix 14.5).

14.30  Onthe 31 October 2019 the Development Applications Unit of the Dept. of Culture, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht stated by letter that:

1. The National Monuments Service is satisfied with the archaeological
impact assessments carried out at Recorded Monuments GA057-166--- and
SMR GA057-167---;

2. The National Monuments Service agrees with the conclusions of the
archaeological excavation reports that both potential monuments GA057-
166--- and SMR GA0O57- 167--- are not of any archaeological significance;

3. The National Monuments Service accepts that the development has no
impact on known archaeological features or their setting.

14.31  (see Appendix 14.3).
Cartographic Sources

14.32  The Ordnance Survey 1% and 3" edition six-inch maps of the area were examined. This
analysis did not indicate any previously unrecorded archaeological sites or monuments.

Place Name Evidence

14.33  The place names were extracted from the cartography in order to facilitate the search for
structures and monuments and small finds, to help identify any unrecorded monuments or
structures, to search for any published papers and documents related to the study area and
to assist in the study of the historical development of the area. The English translations of
the townland names of the study presented below are based on the Placenames Database
of Ireland. The analysis did not indicate any additional cultural heritage material in the
application area.

Géinin’s height

Ardgaineen

Bunoghaunaun Low ground of (the) thistles
Carrownrooaun The quarter of the red place
Cloonagh Meadow

Corrandrum The stone wall of the ridge?
Kilcahill Cathal’s church

Kilgill Church of the pledge

Aerial Photographs

14.34  Examination of the Ordnance Survey 1995, 2000 and 2005 imagery as well as Google Earth
imagery from 2008, 2010, 2014, 2017, 2018 2020 and 2021 and Bing maps imagery did not
indicate any additional cultural heritage or archaeological sites.
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Other sources

14.35  Examination of archaeological corpus works on prehistoric artefacts (Harbison 1969, Eogan
1965, 1983, 2000, Kavanagh 1991, Simpson 1990), and pottery (O’ Riordain and Waddell
1993) and Iron Age material (Raftery 1984) did not reveal any additional material.

Excavations

14.36 Examination of the Excavations Bulletin www.excavations.ie and other sources have
indicated that there have been five archaeological excavations carried out in the study area.
See below.

ARDGAINEEN Early Medieval 370702 400500 0O5E0560

14.37  Pre-development testing was carried out at the remains of a subterranean, stone-built
feature at a quarry site in the townland of Ardgaineen, c. 4km north-east of Corrandulla, Co.
Galway. The feature was provisionally identified as a souterrain.

14.38  The location of the feature limited the area which could be tested. An area measuring 4.7m
(north—south) by 23.5m around the feature was cleaned back mechanically and by hand.
This showed that the souterrain did not extend any further north and that there were no
apparent features associated with it. A grinding stone or axe was identified in situ at the base
of the cut of the souterrain.

ARDGAINEEN Test trenches 38170 400554 17E0187

14.39  Archaeological test trench investigation of two possible archaeological monuments at
Ardgaineen Townland took place between 28th April — 2nd May 2017, under excavation
licence 17E0187. The site had previously been subject to a geophysical survey (Earthsound
2008) and a number of anomalies were also investigated as part of the programme of
investigation. Both sites are currently listed in the SMR only, although one (GA057166---) is
scheduled to be included in the next revision of the RMP. A future extension of the quarry
into the area of these features is currently being considered.

14.40  Atotal of c.57.5m of archaeological test trenches were excavated across the site, located to
complement the findings of a previous geophysical site investigation (Earthsound 2008) and
to answer specific research questions.

14.41 Feature GA057-166--- (Anomaly G7 in the Geophysical Survey) was provisionally confirmed
as an archaeological site. It is a Ring-barrow type monument. It is visible above ground and
does not appear to have been subjected to ploughing over the centuries. The mound was
just 0.1m below the surface and was surrounded by a shallow enclosing ditch, 2.4m wide.
There was no sign of any burials within the mound or ditch but it is thought likely they will
be encountered, given the state of preservation. The base fill of the ditch contained a deposit
of heat-reddened soil.

14.42  Feature GA057167--- (Anomaly G3 in the Geophysical Survey) was confirmed as an
archaeological site, but it barely survives cut into the subsoil. It is an irregular shaped
enclosure ditch with a ‘U’ shaped profile. It has been almost entirely ploughed out. No other
associated features were observed, although small deposits of heat-reddened soil were
present in places.

14.43  Two of the peripheral anomalies identified in the geophysical survey have been shown to be
deposits of heat-reddened soil. No charcoal was observed in the deposits and no other
features were present.
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14.44  The old field boundaries identified in the geophysical survey (G1, G2 & G6) have been shown
to survive cut into the subsoil. They were ‘U’ shaped in profile and range in width from 0.35-
0.9m, surviving up to 0.1m deep in places. No sign of an adjacent bank was observed.

ARDGAINEEN No archaeological significance 38171 400553 17E0465

14.45 Excavation carried out in 2017 found that the feature, a mound sub-circular in plan, 7.6m in
maximum diameter and 0.22m in maximum depth, was of recent date and has no
archaeological significance.

ARDGAINEEN No archaeological significance 38143 400568 17E0524

14.46  Excavation carried out in 2017, of a possible rectilinear ditch enclosing an area measuring
15m x 11m with a possible entranceway at south-west, found that the feature was in fact
the remains of parallel linear agricultural furrows and has no archaeological significance.

Kilcahill No archaeological significance 1395 2405 GA057-110 06E0328

14.47  Pre-development testing was carried out on 18 and 19 April 2006 at two adjacent sites at
Kilcahill townland, Co. Galway. The proposed development was located within the
archaeological constraint for a field system. There was no visible surface trace of the field
system, the field having been cleared in the 1980s, but an associated cashel was located 35m
south-west of the northern development site and immediately west of the southern
development site. The proposed developments consisted of the construction of serviced
dwellings with septic tanks, proprietary effluent treatment systems, percolation areas and
garages/sheds.

14.48  The testing consisted of the excavation (by machine) of three trenches on the northern site
and four on the southern site. The three trenches on the northern site measured 49.2m,
14.8m and 39.1m long respectively, 0.9-1.4m wide and 0.15—0.8m deep. The four trenches
on the southern site measured 30m, 32.9m, 15.1m and 32.5m long respectively, 1.0-1.3m
wide and 0.1-0.6m deep.

14.49  Below the topsoil were grey plastic boulder clay, orange/brown friable silt loam and bedrock.
The testing revealed natural stratigraphy and nothing of archaeological significance.

Previous Assessments

14.50  Partof the proposed development was the subject of an EIAR with a cultural heritage section
prepared by the author in 2018-19 and submitted with planning application Reg. ref 20/651.
In January 2021 the An Bord Pleanala Inspector reviewed the cultural heritage assessment
in relation to a first party appeal (ABP-307944-20) and stated in section 9.18 Reasoned
Conclusion on Significant Effects (p. 108):

In terms of Cultural Heritage, having regard to the planning history
associated with the site and the submission of the Department of Culture,
heritage & the Gaeltacht, | am satisfied that the development would not
have any significant adverse archaeological impacts and no significant
residual impacts are likely to arise.

Field Inspection

11 QUARRY
CONSULTING

-



Environmental Impact Assessment Report
Client: Harringtons Concrete and Quarries Ref. No.: 03.24
Project: Proposed Lateral Extension to a Limestone Quarry at Ardgaineen, Claregalway, Co. Galway

14.51

14.52

14.53

14.54

14.55

14.56

14.57

14.58

14.59

14.60

14.61

14.62

14.63

A field inspection was carried out on the 8th of March 2013 and a second field inspection on
the 25 of April 2025. This involved an inspection of all the lands of the application area (see
Plate 14.5).

Area 1is the area of existing extraction (see Plate 14.6). This area has already been assessed
by An Bord Pleandla Case reference: SU07.SU0053.

Area 2 is situated directly north of the existing quarry face. It is a part of a rectangular-shaped
area of pasture enclosed by hedgerow and drystone walls (Plate 14.7). There is no visible
indication of any cultural heritage material.

Area 3 is part of a rectangular-shaped area of pasture enclosed by hedgerow with mature
trees and drystone walls. (Plate 14.8). There is no visible indication of any cultural heritage
material.

Area 4 is situated directly northeast of the existing quarry face. It is a rectangular-shaped
area of pasture enclosed by drystone walls that slopes to the north-west (Plate 14.9). There
is no visible indication of any cultural heritage material. The western part of this field has
been the subject of geophysical survey, test excavation and full excavation and no
archaeological material has been identified.

Area 5 is situated directly north-east of the existing quarry face. It is a narrow rectangular-
shaped area of flat pasture enclosed by drystone walls (Plate 14.10). There is no visible
indication of any cultural heritage material. The western part of this field has been the
subject of geophysical survey, test excavation and full excavation and no archaeological
material has been identified.

Area 5 is a rectangular-shaped area of flat pasture enclosed by drystone walls (Plate 14.10).
There is no visible indication of any cultural heritage material.

Area 6 is a rectangular-shaped area of pasture enclosed by hedgerow with matures trees
(Plate 14.11). There is no visible indication of any cultural heritage material.

Area 7 is directly east of the quarry face. It is a large trapezoidal-shaped area of improved
pasture enclosed by drystone walls and hedgerow (Plate 14.12). There is no visible indication
of any cultural heritage material.

Area 8 is directly east of the quarry face. It is a large trapezoidal-shaped area of improved
enclosed by drystone walls and sloping to the west (Plate 14.12). There is no visible
indication of any cultural heritage material.

Area 9 is a trapezoidal-shaped area of pasture enclosed by drystone walls and hedgerow
(Plate 14.12). There is no visible indication of any cultural heritage material.

ArealO is a large rectangular-shaped area of improved pasture enclosed by drystone walls
and hedgerow sloping to the west (Plate 14.12). There is no visible indication of any cultural
heritage material.

The fieldwork did not identify any additional cultural heritage or archaeological sites or finds
in the application area.

Geophysical Survey

14.64

A geophysical investigation was carried out by Earthsound Archaeological geophysics
(Detection Licence No. 08R141) on two sites in June 2008, a possible ring ditch (SMR GAQ057-
166) in Area 3 and a possible enclosure (SMR GA057-167) in Area 2. The results of the survey
were interpreted as indicating the presence of a possible enclosure (SMR GA057-167)
comprising a rectilinear ditch with a possible entranceway to the southwest and a possible
barrow (SMR GA057-166) comprising a ring ditch measuring 6m in diameter.
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Test Excavation

14.65  An archaeological test excavation of a possible ring ditch (SMR GA057-166) in Area 3 and a
possible enclosure (SMR GA057-167) in Area 2 was carried out in April — May 2017 by
Magnus Archaeology (excavation licence 17E0187). The test excavation appeared to confirm
SMR GA057-166 as a Ring-barrow but identified no burials or artifacts. The excavation also
appeared to confirm SMR GA057-167 as an enclosure that barely survived as a shallow u-
shaped cut with no artefacts.

Full Excavation

14.66 A full archaeological excavation of the possible ring ditch (SMR GA057-166) in Area 3 and a
possible enclosure (SMR GA057-167) in Area 2 was carried out in October - November 2017
by Archer Heritage Planning (excavation licences 17E0465, 17E0524, 17R0216; see
Appendices 14.4 and 14.5 for the full reports). The full excavation found that SMR GAQ57-
166 was of modern construction. This conclusion is reached for three main reasons; the
presence of a series of shallow parallel linear features running under the mound; the
absence of an encircling ditch or fosse; and the similarity of the mound material to the
natural soil horizon underlying the topsoil throughout the extended excavation area. The full
excavation also found that SMR GA057-167 was a series of parallel linear features extending
through the site (0.3 —0.8m in width, maximum depth 0.1m —furrows were generally spaced
at less than 1m apart). They were filled with mid to light brown loose sandy clay containing
some occasional oxidised clay flecks. They were roughly aligned with the orientation of the
current field boundaries and similar examples were present in the adjacent field. They
appear agricultural in nature and possibly represent ‘lazy beds’, i.e. furrows for growing
potatoes, due to their close spacing and shallow depth. No features of archaeological
significance were identified.

14.5 Impact of the Development

Direct Impacts

14.67  There are no direct impacts on any significant known items of archaeology, cultural heritage
or buildings of heritage interest in the application area or vicinity.

Indirect Impacts

14.68 There are no indirect impacts on any significant known items of archaeology, cultural
heritage or buildings of heritage interest in the application area or vicinity.

Do-nothing Impacts

14.69 If the proposed development were not to proceed there would be no negative impact on
the cultural heritage.

Cumulative Impacts

14.70  No cultural or archaeological heritage has been identified in the application site and
therefore there will be no cumulative impacts on the archaeological, architectural or cultural
heritage resource.

Residual Impacts

14.71  No cultural or archaeological heritage has been identified in the application site and there
will be no residual impacts on the archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage resource
after the completion of the project.

Worst case impact
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14.72  In the worst case scenario, the proposal might disturb previously unknown subsurface
deposits or artefacts in the unassessed part of Areas 2 and 3 and Areas 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10
without preservation by record taking place.

Unplanned Events

14.73 No unplanned events associated with the proposal that have the potential to impact
archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage have been identified.

14.6 Proposed Mitigation Measures

14.74  Due to the possibility of the survival of previously unknown subsurface archaeological
deposits or finds within the application site in the unassessed part of Areas 2 and 3 and Areas
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 topsoil-stripping in these areas should be monitored by a qualified
archaeologist.

14.7 Conclusions and Recommendations

14.75 The cultural and archaeological heritage component of an Environmental Impact
Assessment Report of the proposed development at Ardgaineen, Co. Galway consisting of a
paper and fieldwork study was carried out in 2018 - 2021. A previously unknown and
undesignated souterrain (GA057-165---) was identified in the application area in 2005 and
was subsequently preserved by record under licence from the National Monuments Service.
A possible ring-barrow SMR GA057-166— in Area 3 was found after archaeological
assessment to be a modern feature of no archaeological significance. A possible enclosure
SMR GAO057-167—in Area 2 was found after archaeological assessment to be the remains of
agricultural furrows and of no archaeological significance. There are no other items of
cultural heritage, monuments or buildings of heritage interest known from the application
area. There are no direct or indirect impacts on any known items of cultural heritage,
archaeology or buildings of heritage interest in the application area or the vicinity.

14.76  In the worst case scenario, the proposal might disturb previously unknown subsurface
deposits or artefacts in the unassessed part of Areas 2 and 3 and Areas 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10
without preservation by record taking place. Due to the possibility of the survival of
previously unknown subsurface archaeological deposits or finds within the application site
in the unassessed part of Areas 2 and 3 and Areas 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 topsoil-stripping in these
areas should be monitored by a qualified archaeologist.
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FIGURES

Fig. 14.1. The assessment study area superimposed on the Record of Monuments for Co. Galway.
The application area is outlined in red. Recorded monuments are indicated with black circles.
SMRs are indicated with blue circles. Structures within 300m of the application area indicated on
the 1933 edition of the Ordnance Survey six-inch map are indicated with green circles.
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Plates

Plate 14.1. View of structure 1 looking north-east.

- AL s

Plate 14.2. View of structure 2 looking north.
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Plate 14.4. View of structure 4 looking south.
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Plate 14.5. Aerial view of the application area, outlined in red, from Google earth, showing the
numbered fieldwork areas.

Plate 14.6. Drone view of area 1 and the rest of the application area looking northeast.
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Plate 14.7. Area 2 looking northeast.

Plate 14.8. Area 3 Iooking northeast.
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Plate 14.9. Area 4 looking northeast.

Plate 14.10. Area 5 looking east.

22 QUARRY
CONSULTING

A —



Environmental Impact Assessment Report
Client: Harringtons Concrete and Quarries Ref. No.: 03.24
Project: Proposed Lateral Extension to a Limestone Quarry at Ardgaineen, Claregalway, Co. Galway

Plate 14.11. Area 6 looking north-east.

Plate 14.12. Drone view of Areas 7-10 looking northwest.
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APPENDICES

Appendix 14.1 Recorded Monuments in the study area

GAO057-016--- ARDGAINEEN Cashel

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

Circular area, internal diameter 33m enclosed by a stone wall surviving to c.1.3m above the interior.
There remains of a rectangular structure can be seen in the interior.

GA057-018--- ARDGAINEEN House
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
Oval area measuring 5.8m by 4.9m internally and enclosed by a low wall of boulders.

GA057-019--- ARDGAINEEN House site of
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

Site originally similar to GA057-018--- above. Archaeological survey records indicate the site was
leveled c. 1980.

GA057-027--- TOMNAHULLA/ ARDGAINEEN Enclosure
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
The site is no longer visible at ground level. Possibly a cashel.

GA057-067012- KILCAHILL Enclosure

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

On flat scrubland, c. 50m SSW of a plantation bawn (GA057-067001-). A circular enclosure (D c. 35m)
noted during aerial reconnaissance in 1968 (CUCAP AVN 2) and again in 1983 (ASGAP 28:30-2, 36, 42).
The photographs indicate that it is defined by a collapsed wall. In the interior, a number of subdivisions
and the foundations of a possible house are visible. Not visited.

GAO057-067013- KILCAHILL House - indeterminate date
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
No information available from RMP.

GA057-06702- CAHERAVOLEY/KILCAHILL Field system

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

In level grassland surrounding a plantation bawn (GA057-067001-). Aerial reconnaissance in July 1968
(CUCAP AVN 2) brought to light a series of irregular field boundaries covering an area c. 750m by c.
500m. No visible surface trace survives. A house (GA057-067005-) is associated.

GA057-070--- CAHERAVOLEY/KILCAHILL Cashel

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

Circular area enclosed by a poorly preserved stone wall and bisected by the townland boundary.

GAO057-085001- CORRANDRUM Church

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

On a slight SW-facing slope in open pastureland. It stands immediately S of a byroad along which the
td. boundary runs: on 1st ed. of OS 6-inch map it is shown as being in the adjoining td. of Kilcahill. A
poorly preserved rectangular church (E-W; L 11.8m, Wth 5m) of medieval date, possibly incorporating
part of an early oratory. The OS Letters (O'Flanagan 1927, Vol. 1, 223-4) describe its 'side walls' as
being 'built of large stones in a rude style' and illustrate a trabeate doorway in its W gable. Large
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sections of E gable, S wall, and S end of the ivy-mantled W gable still stand. The masonry, though it
includes some large blocks, is typical of medieval rather then E. Chr, period stonework. No trace of the
trabeate doorway survives and there is a gap towards W end of S wall which could mark the site of a
S doorway. The only surviving architectural feature is the lower part of a tall single-light window in E
gable. A CBG (GA057-085003-) lies immediately to S and the site of a wayside monument (GA057-111-
---) c. 210m to NE. A number of houses (GA057-085002-) are also associated, one of which abuts S wall
of the church.

GA057-085002-7 CORRANDRUM House - indeterminate date

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

To Sand W of a church (GA057-085001-). The grassed-over foundation lines of five rectangular houses
are visible. One of these (N-S; L 11.2m, Wth 5m) abuts S wall of the church. The remainder have
different orientations, but almost identical dimensions (L c. 7m, Wth c. 3.5m). Traces of a low curving
bank are visible in the vicinity of the westernmost examples.

GA057-085003- CORRANDRUM Children’s burial ground

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

Immediately S of a church (GA057-085001-). A roughly L-shaped area (E-W 18m, N-S 17.3m) delimited
by the church to N and a house site (GA057-085002-) to E; elsewhere no enclosing element is visible.
Generally orderly N-S running lines of grave-markers oriented E-W are visible. Some dressed stone
fragments from the church were also used.

GAO057-112---KILCAHILL Well secular
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
No ecclesiastical association. Not of any apparent archaeological significance.

Appendix 14.2 Sites and monuments listed in the Sites and Monuments Record in the
study area.

GAO057-165--- Ardgaineen Souterrain

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: No

A souterrain was identified during quarrying in 2005. An excavation (Licence No. 05E0560) was carried
out on the site. The souterrain was found not to extend any further north into the quarry and no
features were found associated with it (Maguire and Tierney 2005).

GA057-166--- Ardgaineen No Archaeological significance

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

A mound sub-circular in plan, 7.6m in maximum diameter and 0.22m in maximum depth. Geophysical
survey carried out in 2008 by Earthsound Archaeological Geophysics (Detection Licence No. 08R141;
Anomaly G7) noted that this feature had a weakly magnetic response, suggesting it was mainly of
limestone. Excavation carried out in 2017 (License No. 17E0465) found that this was a modern feature
of no archaeological significance.

Coen 2017a.

GAO057-167--- Ardgaineen No Archaeological significance

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: No

Site identified during the assessment of the Souterrain (GA057-165---). Geophysical survey carried out
in 2008 by Earthsound archaeological geophysics (Detection Licence No. 08R141) identified a
rectilinear ditch enclosing an area measuring 15m x 11m with a possible entranceway at south-west
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(Anomaly G3). Excavation carried out in 2017 (License No. 17E0524) found that the feature was in fact
the remains of parallel linear agricultural furrows.
Coen 2017b.

GA057-170--- Kilcahill Barrow — ring-barrow

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes

A circular or oval raised area (generally up to 1m above the external ground level or level with it)
enclosed by fosse(s) and outer bank(s), with or without an entrance. These are part of the Bronze/Iron
Age burial tradition (c. 2400 BC - AD 400).
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Appendix 14.3 Correspondence from the Development Applications Unit of the Dept.
of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Ref. No.: 03.24
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An Roinn Cultdir,
Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta
Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht

Your Ref: Harrington Concrete
Our Ref: G Pre00254/2019
(Please quote in all related correspondence)

31/10/19

2 Carrig Glen

Calverstown

Kilcullen

Co. Kildare

R56 YY99

Via email charles.mount@gmail.com

Re: proposal to continue operations at Ardgaineen, Co. Galway

A chara

On behalf of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, | refer to
correspondence received in connection with the above.

Outlined below are heritage-related observations/recommendations of the Department
under the stated heading(s).

Archaeology
Licensed archaeological investigations at Recorded Monuments GA057-166--- and GA057-

167---, under licence refs. 17E0465 and 17E0524 respectively, have been completed and
the results of same submitted to the National Monuments Service.

The archaeological excavations have demonstrated that both Recorded Monuments are
remnants of modern agricultural activities and are not of archaeological significance. The
National Monuments Service can therefore confirm that:

1. The National Monuments Service is satisfied with the archaeological impact
assessments carried out at Recorded Monuments GA057-166--- and SMR GAQ057-
167--;

2. The National Monuments Service agrees with the conclusions of the archaeological
excavation reports that both potential monuments GA057-166--- and SMR GAQ057-
167--- are not of any archaeological significance;

3. The National Monuments Service accepts that the development has no impact on
known archaeological features or their setting.

Aonad na nlarratas ar Fhorbairt, Béthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90
Development Applications Unit, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90
manager.dau@chg.gov.ie

www.chg.gov.ie


mailto:charles.mount@gmail.com

You are requested to send further communications to this Department’s Development
Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@chg.gov.ie (team monitored); if this is not
possible, correspondence may alternatively be sent to:

The Manager
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SUMMARY

This report has been prepared by Archer Heritage Planning Ltd for Harrington Concrete & Quarries Ltd;
detailing the results of the excavation of a site previously identified by geophysical survey (08R141) and
test-excavation (17E0187). Excavation of this site was carried out by Liam Coen of Archer Heritage
Planning Ltd under excavation licence no. 17E0465 and metal detection device consent no. 17R0216
from the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG) in consultation with the National
Museum of Ireland (NMI).

Excavation revealed the mound feature to be of modern construction. A series of parallel linear features,
possibly representing ‘lazy beds’, ran through the surrounding area and extended under the mound. No
encircling ditch was present and the main material of the mound consisted of a light brown, friable,
sandy clay, present under the topsoil throughout the site. This evidence showed the mound not to be of
any archaeological significance. The geophysical and testing reports indicated the possible presence of
an earlier field system but this was not identified during excavation.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This excavation was carried out 19t October — 1st November 2017 by Archer Heritage Planning Ltd for
Harrington Concrete & Quarries Ltd; detailing the results of the excavation of a site previously identified
by geophysical survey (08R141) and test-excavation (17E0187). Excavation of this site was carried out
by Liam Coen of Archer Heritage Planning Ltd under excavation licence no. 17E0465 and metal
detection device consent no. 17R0216 from the Department of the Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
(DCHG) in consultation with the National Museum of Ireland (NMI). The current report details the results
of excavation at the site.

1.1 Proposed Development

It is proposed to extend the existing quarry into the area subject to archaeological excavation and the

excavation was undertaken in advance of a planning application.

2. SITE DESCRIPTION
2.1 Receiving environment

The site is located in a landscape of relatively level pasture fields that are bounded by stone-walls and
hedgerows, composed primarily of elder and hawthorn. The nearby quarry is operated by Harrington
Concrete & Quarries Ltd. at Ardgaineen townland, c. 7.5 km north-west of Claregalway, Co. Galway.
Lough Corrib lies c. 8 km to the west and the Clare River lies over 3 km to the east. The site was initially
identified from a walk-over survey undertaken during an adjacent excavation (licence no. 05E0560)
(pers. comm. Dr. Charles Mount).

2.2 Record of Monuments & Places

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a statutory inventory of archaeological sites protected
under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004 (Section 12, 1994 Act). It is compiled and maintained by
the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI) and comprises descriptive lists and maps of all sites,
monuments and zones of archaeological potential, recorded to date in the country. The inventory
concentrates on pre-1700 AD sites and is based on the records of the ASI known as the Sites and
Monuments Record (SMR). A current initiative of the NMS has been the establishment of a publicly
accessible website (www.archaeology.ie) containing details of the recorded holdings of the

Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI). It includes recently discovered sites recorded in the course of
development-led archaeological assessments and excavations as well as the on-going work of the ASI.
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Additional sites within a 1 km radius of the subject site (Table 1) comprise a souterrain, a ring-barrow
and a now defunct enclosure site. The souterrain was subject to an archaeological investigation under
licence no. 05E560 and is no longer extant (see 2.3 below) and though the enclosure site, GA057-167,
was declared redundant (by Olive Alcock, NMS) the site was excavated by the author under licence no.
17E0524 after geophysical and test-excavations indicated the possible presence of archaeology.

GA057-165-- Souterrain ARDGAINEEN | 538185, 740537
No description is given for this site
GA057-170 Barrow - ring-barrow KILCAHILL 538531, 741202

No description is given for this site

GA057-167---- Redundant record ARDGAINEEN 538144, 740568

This record relates to break in slope in the field that is indicated by a slight linear scarp. It is not an
archaeological monument.

Compiled by: Olive Alcock

Date of upload: 10 November 2014

Table 1: Adjacent archaeological sites (from www.archaeology.ie)

2.3 Previous Archaeological investigations

The Excavation Bulletin is a database of summary accounts of archaeological excavations in Ireland
and Northern Ireland from 1970 to 2008. Summaries relating to archaeological excavations undertaken
by the National Roads Authority are also available on-line and were consulted for any adjacent sites.
Reports on licensed archaeological works are also held by the Archive Unit of the National Monuments
Section. The only previous excavation undertaken in the townland relates to pre-development testing of
an adjacent piece of land by The Archaeology Company in 2005 for an earlier expansion of the quarry,
outlined in Table 2 below:

05E0560 538185, 740537 Ardgaineen 2005:551 E. O'Carroll

Pre-development testing was carried out at the remains of a subterranean, stone-built feature at a
quarry site in the townland of Ardgaineen, c. 4 km north-east of Corrandulla, Co. Galway. The feature
was provisionally identified as a souterrain.

The location of the feature limited the area which could be tested. An area measuring 4.7m (north-
south) by 23.5m around the feature was cleaned back mechanically and by hand. This showed that
the souterrain did not extend any further north and that there were no apparent features associated
with it. A grinding stone or axe was identified in situ at the base of the cut of the souterrain.

It was recommended that the feature be fully excavated.

Table 2: Archaeological excavations in Ardgaineen (from www.excavations.ie)



2.4 Toponyms

Research into a site or areas place name (or toponym) can provide information relating to an areas
heritage or previous land use. Many townland names were anglicised by the time the Ordnance Survey
(OS) began in the 1830s and when townland names were standardised in the Townland Index (1851).

Ardgaineen translates as ‘the high place of Géinin’; Géinin probably is a personal name (from

www.logainm.ie).

3. METHOD STATEMENT

The overall aim of the excavation was to preserve by record any archaeological features in the area of
40m x 15m focused on the ring-barrow and field system identified in the geophysical survey and test

excavation reports.

3.1 General Excavation Methodology

An open area rescue excavation strategy was employed in compliance with ICF/DCHG Code of
Practice (Item 3 of Appendix 2 — Role of Consultant Archaeologist). The recording techniques used
were based on a system that best suits a rural environment as outlined in Barker (1977). This was
supplemented by the recording system described in the Museum of London Archaeological Service Site
Manual (Spence 1990). A single context recording system was used to record the site; however multi-
context plans were to be drawn at a scale of 1:20 or 1:50 (plans) & 1:10 or 1:20 (sections) as
appropriate. A sampling strategy was agreed with the ICF Archaeologist at the beginning of the project
and artefacts were to be labelled in accordance with NMI guidelines. A metal detection device was
employed to maximize the recovery of any possible metal arfitacts.

All features were exposed, with the topsoil removed by hand over the mound as outlined in the method
statement. The material was assessed in-sifu by archaeologist Liam Coen BA. All potential
archaeological features were planned, photographed and sectioned. Each feature was photographed
and recorded with drawn and written records of the cutfiills before the remaining deposits were
excavated. The principal goals of the excavation were:

. Establish the stratigraphical sequence of the site;

. Determine the various phases of activity;

. Examine the morphology of the various features/structures; and
. Establish the date & function of the features.



The excavation was carried out within the agreed timeframe and to the specifications agreed with the
ICF Project Archaeologist and the licensing authorities.

3.2 Recording

All potential archaeological features and deposits encountered during the works were given a unique
number in a continuous system recorded in the site archive. Entries were backed up by site-note books,
and annotated multi-context drawings at appropriate scales. Site plans showed the location of all
features recorded in the course of the excavation. Annotated sections/elevations were drawn at scales
of 1:10 or 1:20 as appropriate. Heights of all principal features and levels were calculated relative to
Ordnance Datum, correct to two decimal places. Site drawings were scanned and digitised using
AutoCAD 2004 and geo-referenced to ITM projection. Digital photographs were taken of all
archaeological features and deposits. As the nature of the site became apparent as the excavation
progressed it was decided that only one of the linear features, i.e. lazy beds, was given context

numbers as a representative sample.

3.3 Sampling

Environmental sampling was to be undertaken in accordance with recent professional guidelines (e.g.
Environmental Sampling: Guidelines for Archaeologists IAl 2007) and in consultation with the ICF
Project Archaeologist. However, as the excavation progressed and the feature was revealed to be non-
archaeological no soil samples were taken.

4. RESULTS

The excavation was undertaken at Ardgaineen on 19" October — 1st November 2017. The site is
located in a landscape of relatively level pasture fields that are bounded by stone-walls and hedgerows,
composed primarily of elder and hawthorn. The mound was sub-circular in plan, 7.6m in maximum
diameter and 0.22m in maximum depth. Following the removal by hand of topsoil over the area of the
mound, the topsoil of the surrounded area was removed by a 3-ton mechanical excavator (under
constant archaeological supervision). A series of parallel linear features, possibly representing ‘lazy
beds’, ran through the entire site and extended under the mound. Only one of these linear features was
numbered as a representative sample. No encircling ditch was present around the mound and the main
material of the mound, F2, consisted of loose, light brown, sandy clay that was very similar to the
natural horizon, F3, underlying the topsoil but had a slightly higher stone content.
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0.1-0.20 m in depth, Loose mid-brown, frequent
1 2,3 extended across whole stones and roots, shallower Topsoil
site directly above the mound.
. . Loose light brown sandy clay,
2 1 3 gézpzt? g] EISTn a)i(r:ngilijgeter frequent small and medium Mound material
U sized stones.
Natural soil
0.24m in maximum Loose light brown sandy clay, | hotizon between
3 2 4,6 depth. Extended across moderate frequency of small topsoil and
site and medium sized stones. archaeological
natural
gg p:i? |1n 1";1&'(['1”3;:3:}1 Loose light brown sandy clay, | Only fill of linear
4 3 5 exte nél ed 30m+a cr’ oss moderatg frquency of small feature, possible
site and medium sized stones. ‘lazy bed’
0.13miin maximum Linear feature, shaIonv break Cut of linear
5 4 6 depth, 1.1m in width, of sIopg top, sha!low irregular feature, possible
extended 30m + across sides, imperceptible break of azy béd‘
site slope at base, flat base
Pale grey, friable subsoil,
6 Ei?‘taended across whole sandy clay, moderate Subsoil
frequency of stones.

Table 3: Stratigraphical information

5. ARTEFACTS

Only three artefacts were recovered in the course of the excavation. A modern washer was discovered
in the topsoil from the use of the metal detector. Two pieces of modern pottery were discovered during
the excavation of the mound in F2/F3. None of the items were kept as they were considered non-
archaeological.



6. DISCUSSION

The feature, GA057-166, had been identified through geophysical survey (08R141) and test-excavation
(17E0187) as a ring-barrow. However, the full excavation proved that the mound was of modern
construction. This conclusion is reached for three main reasons; the presence of a series of shallow
parallel linear features running under the mound; the absence of an encircling ditch or fosse; and the
similarity of the mound material to the natural soil horizon underlying the topsoil throughout the
extended excavation area.

The linear features (F4, F5) were orientated roughly parallel to the long axis of the field boundary. Their
shallow nature and rough construction would suggest an agricultural purpose to them while their closely
spaced nature and broad profile suggests potato growing ‘lazy beds’ rather than plough furrows. They
clearly extended under the mound. The linear response from the geophysical survey that was
interpreted as a possible field system predating the existing field system was not identified during the
excavation. A slot from the original test-excavation (17E0187) was located over one of the possible ‘lazy
beds’ and appears to have misled the excavator into an erroneous confirmation of the geophysical data.
The test-excavation slot that purported to identify a ditch around the mound was located at a point
where a natural feature existed, possibly a tree-bole, and this appears also to have misled the
excavator. This possible tree bole (plate 10) was limited in extent; irregular in plan; and with a series of
irregularly spaced dips in the base of the feature that would suggest root activity. There were infrequent
flecks of oxidised clay in the fill that suggests some burning may have taken place in the vicinity.

The mound material, F2, was similar to the natural soil horizon, F3, underlying the topsoil but with a
higher concentration of stones in the deposit. There was no evidence for an encircling fosse or for any
re-deposited subsoil within the mound material that may indicate the digging of a fosse.

No obvious purpose for the construction of the mound was apparent. It would be assumed that any
material from field clearance would contain a higher concentration of larger stones and likely to be
deposited to the margins of the field. Whatever its origin, considering the rural environment the mound
was likely to have formed as a result of some agricultural activity.
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Figure 2: Pre-excavation plan of mound with two profiles
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Figure 4: Post-excavation plan
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Plate 1: Pre-excavation of mound GA057-166, looking SE Plate 2: Metal detecting of mound

Plate 3: Removal of topsoil from mound GA057-166 by hand Plate 4: Mound GA057-166 after topsoil removal, looking SSE



Plate 5: Mound GA057-166 after removal of F.3, looking NE Plate 6: Quartered mound GA057-166 showing ‘lazy beds’ running under

Plate 7: NW facing section of mound GA057-166 Plate 8: SW facing section of mound GA057-166
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Plate 9: SW facing section through ‘lazy bed’ Plate 10: Test slot from 17E0187 showing excavated natural feature



Environmental Impact Assessment Report

Client: Harringtons Concrete and Quarries
Project: Proposed Lateral Extension to a Limestone Quarry at Ardgaineen, Claregalway, Co. Galway

Ref. No.: 03.24

Appendix 14.5 Ardgaineen townland, Claregalway, Co. Galway

Archaeological excavation of Enclosure site GA057-167

Page 30



Ardgaineen townland, Claregalway, Co. Galway
Archaeological excavation of Enclosure site GA057-167

Final Report

Client: Harrington Concrete & Quarries Ltd.

Licence No: 17E0524, 17R0216

Archaeologist: Liam Coen

Author: Liam Coen

Report Date:  November 2017

Our Ref: 2017_41



Ardgaineen townland, Claregalway, Co. Galway

Archaeological excavation of Enclosure site GA057-167

PROJECT NAME

MINISTERIAL DIRECTION NO
EXCAVATION REGISTRATION NO
DETECTION LICENCE NO
TOWNLANDS

SITE TYPE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANT
EXCAVATION DIRECTOR

REPORT AUTHOR

REPORT STATUS

DATE OF ISSUE

Ardgaineen GA057-167

n/a

17E0524

17R0216

Ardgaineen

Excavation

Archer Heritage Planning Ltd.
Liam Coen

Liam Coen

Final

November 2017

November
2017

1 Final

AOC CMG




CONTENTS

CONTENTS

SUMMARY

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT.........oouriiurrisinsssnssssssssssssss st s ssss s ssss s sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens
2. SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1 RECEIVING ENVIRONMENT ....ottreeurersereeseereseeseesesessessesessesssssessessssessssssssssssassessessssssssssassessessssssssasseses
2.2 RECORD OF MONUMENTS & PLACES.......cvurtueueerereereeneesessesiseesessesesssesesssssssssessesssssssssssssessessssssssssasseses
2.3 PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS ......ceveeeerereeeereeresnessessessesssssssssessssssssessssessesssssssssasseses
2.4 TOPONYMS......ocurereereeeeseereereessesesesssessesessessssessssssesessessssesssssssssssessssessssssssssassassessessssssssnsassassessssnsssasseses

3. METHOD STATEMENT

3.1 GENERAL EXCAVATION METHODOLOGY ... eerereeeseseresesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesesssssesessseassesssssesesesesesesesenens
2 = {1010 =1 111N c T
TR TY 1 1= TSV

4. RESULTS
5. DISCUSSION
6. REFERENCES




List of Tables
Table 1 Surrounding archaeological sites from www.archaeology.ie

Table 2: Archaeological excavations in the adjacent townlands

List of Figures

Figure 1: Site location and RMP
Figure 2: Plan of site

Figure 3: Section drawing

List of Plates

Plate 1: 3-ton mini-digger removing topsoil

Plate 2: ‘Lazy beds’ in 17E0187 test-trench

Plate 3: ‘Lazy beds’ in 17E0187 test-trench showing flecks oxidised clay
Plate 4: ‘Lazy beds’ traversing site, looking south-east

Plate 5: ‘Lazy beds’ in section in 17E0187 test-trench

Plate 6: Cleaned 17E0187 test-trench showing natural undulations
Plate 7: ‘Lazy beds’ traversing site, looking north-east

Plate 8: Section through ‘lazy bed’ in 17E0187 test-trench



SUMMARY

This report has been prepared by Archer Heritage Planning Ltd for Harrington Concrete & Quarries Ltd;
detailing the results of the excavation of a site previously identified by geophysical survey (08R141) and
test-excavation (17E0187). Excavation of this site was carried out by Liam Coen of Archer Heritage
Planning Ltd under excavation licence no. 17E0524 and metal detection device consent no. 17R0216
from the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG) in consultation with the National
Museum of Ireland (NMI).

The excavation did not identify any archaeological features on the site. A series of parallel linear
features, interpreted as possible ‘lazy beds’, extended across the site, aligned roughly with the existing
field boundaries. The enclosure feature and field system suggested by the geophysical report was not
identified while the presence of the possible ‘lazy beds’ features appeared to have misled the test-
excavator to confirm the presence of those archaeological features.
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1. INTRODUCTION

This excavation was carried out 15-3 November 2017 by Archer Heritage Planning Ltd for Harrington
Concrete & Quarries Ltd; of a site previously identified by geophysical survey (08R141) and test-
excavation (17E0187). Excavation of this site was carried out by Liam Coen of Archer Heritage Planning
Ltd under excavation licence no. 17E0524 and metal detection device consent no. 17R0216 from the
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DCHG) in consultation with the National Museum of
Ireland (NMI). The current report details the results of excavation at the site.

1.1 Proposed Development

It is proposed to extend the existing quarry into the area subject to archaeological excavation and the

excavation was undertaken in advance of a planning application.

2. SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1 Receiving environment

The site is located in a landscape of relatively level pasture fields that are bounded by stone-walls and
hedgerows, composed primarily of elder and hawthorn. The nearby quarry is operated by Harrington
Concrete & Quarries Ltd. at Ardgaineen townland, c. 7.5 km north-west of Claregalway, Co. Galway.
Lough Corrib lies c. 8 km to the west and the Clare River lies over 3 km to the east.

2.2 Record of Monuments & Places

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a statutory inventory of archaeological sites protected
under the National Monuments Acts 1930-2004 (Section 12, 1994 Act). It is compiled and maintained by
the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI) and comprises descriptive lists and maps of all sites,
monuments and zones of archaeological potential, recorded to date in the country. The inventory
concentrates on pre-1700 AD sites and is based on the records of the ASI known as the Sites and
Monuments Record (SMR). A current initiative of the NMS has been the establishment of a publicly
accessible website (www.archaeology.ie) containing details of the recorded holdings of the

Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI). It includes recently discovered sites recorded in the course of
development-led archaeological assessments and excavations as well as the on-going work of the ASI.

Additional sites within a 1 km radius of the subject site (Table 1) comprise a souterrain, and two ring-
barrows. The souterrain was subject to an archaeological investigation under licence no. 05E560 and is
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no longer extant (see 2.3 below) while one of the ring-barrows (GA057-166) was discovered to be a
modern feature when the site was excavated by the author under licence no. 17E0465.

GA057-165-- Souterrain ARDGAINEEN | 538185, 740537
No description is given for this site
GA057-166---- | Barrow - ring-barrow ARDGAINEEN | 538172, 740554

No description is given for this site

GA057-170 Barrow - ring-barrow KILCAHILL 538531, 741202

No description is given for this site

Table 1: Adjacent archaeological sites (from www.archaeology.ie)

2.3 Previous Archaeological investigations

The Excavation Bulletin is a database of summary accounts of archaeological excavations in Ireland
and Northern Ireland from 1970 to 2008. Summaries relating to archaeological excavations undertaken
by the National Roads Authority are also available on-line and were consulted for any adjacent sites.
Reports on licensed archaeological works are also held by the Archive Unit of the National Monuments
Section. The only previous excavation undertaken in the townland relates to pre-development testing of
an adjacent piece of land by The Archaeology Company in 2005 for an earlier expansion of the quarry,
outlined in Table 2 below:

05E0560 538185, 740537 Ardgaineen 2005:551 E. O'Carroll

Pre-development testing was carried out at the remains of a subterranean, stone-built feature at a
quarry site in the townland of Ardgaineen, c. 4 km north-east of Corrandulla, Co. Galway. The feature
was provisionally identified as a souterrain.

The location of the feature limited the area which could be tested. An area measuring 4.7m (north-
south) by 23.5m around the feature was cleaned back mechanically and by hand. This showed that
the souterrain did not extend any further north and that there were no apparent features associated
with it. A grinding stone or axe was identified in situ at the base of the cut of the souterrain.

It was recommended that the feature be fully excavated.

Table 2: Archaeological excavations in Ardgaineen (from www.excavations.ie)

2.4 Toponyms

Research into a site or areas place name (or toponym) can provide information relating to an areas
heritage or previous land use. Many townland names were anglicised by the time the Ordnance Survey
(OS) began in the 1830s and when townland names were standardised in the Townland Index (1851).
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Ardgaineen translates as ‘the high place of Géinin’; Géinin probably is a personal name (from

www.logainm.ie).

3. METHOD STATEMENT

The overall aim of the excavation was to preserve by record any archaeological features in the area of
48m x 41m focused on the possible enclosure and field system identified in the geophysical survey and
test excavation reports.

3.1 General Excavation Methodology

An open area rescue excavation strategy was employed in compliance with ICF/DAHG Code of Practice
(Item 3 of Appendix 2 — Role of Consultant Archaeologist). The recording techniques used are based on
a system that best suits a rural environment as outlined in Barker (1977). This was supplemented by the
recording system described in the Museum of London Archaeological Service Site Manual (Spence
1990). A single context recording system was used to record the site; however multi-context plans were
be drawn at a scale of 1:50 (plans) & 1:20 or 1:10 as appropriate (sections). A sampling strategy was
agreed with the ICF Archaeologist at the beginning of the project. Artefacts were to be labelled in
accordance with NMI guidelines.

All features were exposed, removing any soil build-up or areas of spoil/overburden as outlined in the
tender brief. The back-fill from the earlier test-pits (17E0187) was excavated by hand to identify the
shallow features. The material was assessed in-situ by archaeologist Liam Coen BA. All possible
archaeological features were planned, photographed and sectioned. Each feature was photographed
and recorded with drawn and written records of the cut/fills. The principal goals of the excavation were:

. Establish the stratigraphical sequence of the site;

. Determine the various phases of activity;

. Examine the morphology of the various features/structures; and
. Establish the date & function of the features.

The excavation was carried out within the agreed timeframe and to the specifications agreed with the
ICF Project Archaeologist and the licensing authorities.

3.2 Recording

All possible archaeological features and deposits encountered during the works were to be given a
unique number in a continuous system recorded in the site archive. Entries were to be backed up by
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site-note books, and annotated multi-context drawings at appropriate scales. Site plans showed the
location of all features recorded in the course of the excavation. Annotated sections/elevations and
plans were drawn at scales of 1:20 and 1:50 as appropriate. Heights of all principal features and levels
were calculated relative to Ordnance Datum, correct to two decimal places. Site drawings were scanned
and digitised using AutoCAD 2004 and geo-referenced to ITM projection. Digital photographs were
taken of all archaeological features and deposits.

3.3 Sampling

Environmental sampling was to be undertaken in accordance with recent professional guidelines (e.g.
Environmental Sampling: Guidelines for Archaeologists IAl 2007), and in consultation with the ICF
Project Archaeologist. As no archaeological features were identified no samples were processed.

4. RESULTS

The excavation was undertaken at Ardgaineen on 153 November 2017. The site is located in a
landscape of relatively level pasture fields that are bounded by stone-walls and hedgerows, composed
primarily of elder and hawthorn. Following the removal of topsoil by a 3-ton mechanical excavator
(under constant archaeological supervision) the areas above the potential archaeological features
identified in the earlier investigations were cleaned by hand. A series of parallel linear features were
revealed extending through the site (0.3 — 0.8m in width, maximum depth 0.1m — furrows were generally
spaced at less than 1m apart). They were filled with mid to light brown loose sandy clay containing
some occasional oxidised clay flecks. They were roughly aligned with the orientation of the current field
boundaries and similar examples were present in the adjacent field, where a site was excavated under
licence 17E0465. They appear agricultural in nature and possibly represent ‘lazy beds’, i.e. furrows for
growing potatoes, due to their close spacing and shallow depth. No features of archaeological
significance were identified. It appeared that the presence of the modern linear features may have led
the test-investigations to falsely confirm the presence of archaeology.



5. DISCUSSION

A possible 15m x 11m penannular enclosure with accompanying field system had been identified
through geophysical survey (08R141) and test-excavation (17E0187). However, the full excavation
identified no archaeological features. Neither the curvilinear response suggesting a penannular
enclosure nor the linear responses from the geophysical survey suggesting a possible field system
predating the existing field system left any evidence identifiable during the excavation.



6. REFERENCES

Barker, P. 1997 Techniques of Archaeological Excavation, London.

Bonsall, J. & Gimson, H. 2008 ‘RMP Sites GA057-166 and GA057-167, Proposed Quarry Extension,
Ardgaineen, Claregalway, County Galway, Archaeological Geophysical Survey’, Detection Licence No.
08R141

IAI' 2007 Environmental Sampling: Guidelines for Archaeologists

Spence, C. (ed.) 1990 39 ed. Archaeological Site Manual, Museum of London Archaeology Service,

London.

O’ Connor, D. 2017 ‘Archaeological Test Trench Investigation at Ardgaineen Quarry,
Ardgaineen Townland, Claregalway, Co. Galway, Excavation License No. 17E0187

Liam Coen BA
29t November 2017



Site Location

GA057-167 ITM 538143

/

740568

T——GA057-166 ITM 538172

740554

250m
=1 =
Unit 8 Beat Centre
Stephenstown,
Balbriggan,
Co. Dublin

Ardgaineen, Co. Galway

Harrington Concrete Ltd.

Scale: 1:5000 A4
Date: November 2017
Origin: Various

Ref:  2017_41

Figure 1: Location of site
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Figure 2: Plan of site
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Figure 3: Section Drawing




Plate 1: 3-ton mini-digger removing topsoil Plate 2: ‘Lazy beds’ in 17E0187 test-trench

Plate 3: ‘Lazy beds’ in 17E0187 test-trench showing flecks oxidised clay Plate 4: ‘Lazy beds’ traversing site, looking SE



Plate 5: ‘Lazy beds’ in section in 17E0187 test-trench Plate 6: Cleaned 17E0187 test-trench showing natural undulations

Plate 7: ‘Lazy beds’ traversing site, looking north-east Plate 8: Section through ‘lazy bed’ in 17E0187 test-trench





