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Based on the findings of these initial field surveys, which showed that extensive areas of 

saltmarsh, stony bank and intertidal reef / mudflat / sandflat were present in Tawin (see Figure 2), 

this area was selected as the area for the proposed management plan based on literature on the 

NPWS website (NPWS, 2006; McCorry, 2007; McCorry and Ryle, 2009; NPWS, 2013), published 

papers and information held in-house in AQUAFACT (see Appendix 2 for more detailed mapping). 

 

 

Figure 2. Tawin peninsula showing locations and areas of difference habitats including stony 

bank, saltmarsh and intertidal habitats. 

 

4.2 GALWAY / TAWIN EXISTING CONDITION 

It is proposed to develop a management plan for parts of the Tawin area (see map above) of Inner 

Galway Bay (within the boundary of the cSAC) where stony bank, salt marsh and intertidal 

complexes of fucoid-dominated reef, sand and mud flat habitats occur to bring about the 

improvement of these habitats which in places have been described as being of 

“unfavourable/inadequate” status in a report commissioned by National Parks and Wildlife (NPWS 

Saltmarsh Monitoring Programme Project, 2006, Tawin Island; attached as Appendix 3). There 

are several references in this report to pressures on salt marsh and stony bank habitats arising 

from a variety of agriculture pressures such as gazing (p. 7, p. 8, p. 11, p. 12, p.17 and p. 19), 
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poaching by cattle (p.9, p.11, p. 12, p. 19), grazing tracks (p.12), dumping (p. 13), excavation of 

stones and gravel (p. 14). 

 

On p.14 of this report, the overall all status of this area is described as “unfavourable/inadequate” 

while on p.17 under the heading Habitat structure and function for saltmarsh, this is also 

described as “unfavourable/inadequate” and on p.19 under the heading Future prospects, this too 

is described as “unfavourable/inadequate”.  

 

On p.21 under the heading Management Recommendations at the end of this report, the authors 

state “In some specific areas, the grazing intensity should be reduced” and go on to note that 

“Removing grazing as an impact from a small part of the site would also be beneficial as this 

would increase the sward diversity particularly in the middle and lower marsh areas, which are 

generally preferentially grazed and so are even affected at low stocking densities”.  

 

4.3 COMPENSATORY MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS 

Ecological restoration as a form of compensation is specifically described in the EU (2007) 

Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and is shown in 2.1.6  

(p.6) above i.e. ”biological improvement of substandard habitat within an existing designated site”. 

 

4.3.1 Tawin 

In relation to the proposed management plan for Tawin, this will include: 

 

 Control of grazing levels by horses, cattle and sheep to give the level of seasonal grazing 

to best suit the plant species of the habitat,  

 Cease fertilizer and slurry spreading,  

 Livestock using the lands are to be outside of the withdrawal period for medicines and 

anthelminths, 

 Prevention of the use of herbicides within or close to the three habitat types,  

 Maintain the salt marsh and stony bank habitats that are subject to management 

agreements / possible purchase in accordance with organic principles, 

 Prevent removal of cobbles,  

 Prevent the construction of any drainage channels,  

 Prevent the construction of any further sea defence works or dumping of materials to act 

as a sea defence, 

 Cease repair of any sea defence works to allow for ingress by the sea,  

 Regular removal of flotsam and jetsam and other refuse,  

 Control of access to the shore by tractors,  
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 Control of the use of round feeders and related poaching and rutting of lands and feeding 

and gate sites,  

 Annual biological surveys of the habitats to document any changes in their extent and 

their characterising species,  

 Erection of signage including drawings demonstrating what the project comprises and 

what species are contained with each habitat. 

 

4.3.2 Renmore 

In addition to the above compensation plan, it is proposed to develop a management plan 

designed to prevent the disappearance of the stony bank habitat and its characterising species at 

Renmore Lough by: 

 

1.  Regular (annual) low-level reworking of the seaward strip of cobbles e.g. light harrowing,  

2. More aggressive harrowing/raking over a longer time frame e.g. once every 10 years, 

3. Spraying the area on an annual basis with sea water during late Autumn, Winter and early 

Spring, 

4. Manual control of emerging shrubby plants such as briars, willow and other woody plants, 

5. Regular removal of flotsam and jetsam and other refuse,  

6. Undertake an annual biological survey to assess the effect of the harrowing and spraying 

with sea water on the stony bank habitat, 

7. Undertake additional surveys immediately after significant “post-storm” events such as the 

2014 January storm to document their impacts, 

8. Erection of signage including drawings demonstrating what the project comprises and 

what species are present within the stony bank and surrounding salt marsh habitats. 

 

4.3.3 Shanmullen & Parknahalla / Muckinish 

 

An additional and separate part of the proposed management plan which relates solely to the 

complex of intertidal reef, mud flat and sand flat habitat is to develop a programme to eradicate 

the non-native tunicate taxon Didemnum at 2 aquaculture sites (Parknahalla, east side of Kinvarra 

Bay and Shanmullen Channel, Tawin South) within the Galway Bay cSAC.  

 

Dr. Tasman Crowe of the Department of Zoology in T.C.D. directed a Ph.D. project on 

successfully controlling Didemnum in oyster farms in Westport Bay (which is an SAC) by regularly 

spraying the tunicate with vinegar. Dr. Crowe will act as a consultant in the part of the proposed 

range of management options. 
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4.3.4 Compliance with EU Guidance on 6(4). 

 
This proposed suite of compensatory measures complies with all aspects of the information and 

recommendations contained in the EU Guidance document (EU 2007). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The suite of plans for the 3 non-priority habitats 

that require compensation due to impacts arising 

from the proposed expansion of the Galway 

Harbour, far outweighs those proposed by the 

developers for the TGV line for priority habitats 

and that were accepted by the Commission. 
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5 NEXT STEPS 

For this package of management plans to be developed to the phase 2 stage as per ABP 

29.09.2015, detailed surveys by agreed suitably qualified botanists and zoologists are required.  

These will include initial site surveys by the relevant specialist to qualitatively assess the Tawin 

area in terms of site suitability for the habitats in question.   

 

This will then allow for the selection of the most suitable areas for quantitative survey work to be 

carried out at a suitable time of the year to document the plant and animal species present in each 

habitat.  This will document pressures and impacts from existing land and aquatic use, on lands 

where the owners will have agreed that the enhanced management plans proposed would be 

acceptable to them. 

 

Confirmation in principal is required that the package of measures presented above forms an 

acceptable method to compensate for the loss of the 3 habitats in question arising on foot of the 

Galway Harbour Extension and Galway Harbour Enterprise Park developments. This will then 

allow the further qualitative and quantitative studies to progress as soon as possible.   
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Appendix 1 - TGV Est France Nied Valley
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