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1.0 Introduction 

Context and Aims of the Plan 
 
This Urban Design Framework Plan sets out parameters for the 
future development of the Mill Road/Marsh Road Area Lands, 
having regard to the existing planning policy framework and 
specific policies and objectives for the UDFP set out in the Local 
Area Plan for the Southern Environs of Drogheda which is the 
statutory plan for the area in addition to the Meath County 
Development Plan. 
 
The Local Area Plan for the Southern Environs of Drogheda 2009-
2015 states that the lands at Mill Rd/Marsh Rd have been zoned 
under the Local Area Plan, however future development is subject 
to an Urban Design Framework Plan and is qualified by the Order 
of Priority as contained in Variation No. 2 of the County 
Development Plan 2013-2019. 
 
The Urban Design Framework Plan is being progressed to fulfil 
the requirements of the LAP to ensure the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area. 
 
The Framework Plan aims to provide guidance for the coherent 
development of a significant area of strategic undeveloped land 
at Mill Road/Marsh Road. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

2.0 Mill Road/ Marsh Road Area Analysis 

Location 
 
The Mill Road/Marsh Road Area is located in Co Meath within the 
southern environs of Drogheda and approximately 2km south east 
of Drogheda Town Centre. 
 
The Mill Road/Marsh Road lands are predominantly greenfield 
and in agricultural use; of particular note are the orchards in the 
area. The Stameen River runs south west to north east through 
the framework plan lands. A number of one-off houses are located 
along Mill Road. Drogheda Grammar School, Gaelscoil an 
Bhradáin Feasa and Le Cheile Educate Together National School 
are also located in the area. 
 

 
Figure 2.1 Site Location 
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The Local Area Plan has defined the area as being bounded to 
the west by the existing town boundary, to the north by the Marsh 
Road and River Boyne and to the south by the Dublin Rail line 
with a total overall area of approximately 180 hectares. To the 
east, the area stretches toward the Mill Road, which is a key link 
between the Colpe Cross Area and the Marsh Road. 
 
Strategic Context 
 

The subject lands are strategically located southeast of Drogheda 
Town Centre and along the Belfast – Dublin rail line, the River 
Boyne and within the M1 corridor. The lands are also within a 30-
minute drive of Dublin Airport. McBride Train Station is located 
approximately 900m west of the Plan lands. The R132 is 
approximately 850m south west of the plan lands and provides 
access to the M1 and is served by a number of bus services. 
 
The Local Area Plan for the Southern Environs of Drogheda 2009-
2015 has recognised the strategic importance of the area noting 
it is one of only two large land banks in the LAP area which remain 
undeveloped. Consequently, the LAP has included a specific 
objective requiring the provision of an Urban Design Framework 
Plan for the area prior to development. 
 
The Mill Road/Marsh Road area was also identified as a Strategic 
Land Reserve under the Planning Strategy for the Greater 
Drogheda Area which was jointly carried out by Drogheda 
Borough Council, Meath County Council and Louth County 
Council in 2007. 
 
 

 
Land Ownership 
 

The framework plan lands are divided up between a number of 
different land owners as shown in Figure 2.2 below and in 
Appendix 1. 
 

 
Figure 2.2 Land Ownership 

 
 
 
 


