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An Roinn Combhshaoil, Geological Su rvey

Aerdide agus Cumarsiide ) o i
Department of the Environment, Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta

Climate and Communications Ireland | Eireann

Ross Anderson

MCL Consulting

Unit 5, Forty 8 North

48 Duncrue Street

Belfast BT3 9BJ

Northern Ireland 06 May 2021

Re: Proposed Riverine Community Park, Strabane and Lifford, Co. Donegal - EIA Scoping Opinion Request

Your Ref: P2288
Our Ref: 21/114

Dear Ross,

Geological Survey Ireland is the national earth science agency and is a division of the Department of the
Environment, Climate and Communications. We provide independent geological information and advice and
gather various data for that purpose. Please see our website for data availability. .

With reference to your letter dated 18 March, concerning the proposed Riverine Community Park, Strabane and
Lifford, Co. Donegal - EIA Scoping Opinion Request, Geological Survey Ireland would encourage use of and
reference to our datasets. Please find attached a list of our publicly available datasets that may be useful to the
EIA, SEA, planning and scoping processes. We recommend that you review this list and refer to any datasets you
consider relevant to your environmental assessment and planning process. Use of our data or maps should be
attributed correctly to ‘Geological Survey Ireland’. Please note that our datasets are typically not ‘all Island’ and
therefore we also recommend consideration of publicly available data for Northern Ireland. The remainder of
this letter and following sections provide more detail on some of our datasets with reference to your scoping
document.

Geoheritage
Geological Survey Ireland is in partnership with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS, Department of

Housing, Local Government and Heritage), to identify and select important geological and geomorphological sites
throughout the country for designation as geological NHAs (Natural Heritage Areas). This is addressed by the
Geoheritage Programme of Geological Survey Ireland, under 16 different geological themes, in which the
minimum number of scientifically significant sites that best represent the theme are rigorously selected by a
panel of theme experts.

County Geological Sites (CGSs), as adopted under the National Heritage Plan, include additional sites that may
also be of national importance, but which were not selected as the very best examples for NHA designation. All
geological heritage sites identified by Geological Survey Ireland are categorised as CGS pending any further NHA
designation by NPWS. CGSs are now routinely included in County Development Plans and in the GIS of planning
departments, to ensure the recognition and appropriate protection of geological heritage within the planning
system. CGSs can be viewed online under the Geological Heritage tab on the online Map Viewer.

The audit for Co. Donegal was published in November 2020 and the full report details can be found here. The
audit of County Geological Sites in Donegal is a compilation of two reports:
o An audit of County Geological and Geomorphological Sites in north Donegal carried out by
Ronan Hennessy, Robert Meehan, Vincent Gallagher, Matthew Parkes and Sarah Gatley on behalf
of Geological Survey Ireland; and
. An audit of County Geological Sites in south Donegal carried out by Malcolm McClure,
Vincent Gallagher, Robert Meehan and Sarah Gatley on behalf of Geological Survey Ireland.

Our records show that there are no CGSs in the vicinity of the proposed Riverine Park on the Co. Donegal side
of the river.

Geological Survey Ireland, Beggars Bush, Haddington Road, Dublin D04 K7X4, Ireland.
Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta Eireann, Tor an Bhacaigh, Béthar Haddington, Baile Atha Claith D04 K7X4, Eire.
T +353(0)1 678 2000 LoCall/L6Ghlao 1890449900 www.gsi.ie Fdiltitear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge
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Groundwater

Geological Survey Ireland’s Groundwater and Geothermal Unit, provides advice, data and maps relating to
groundwater distribution, quality and use, which is especially relevant for safe and secure drinking water supplies
and healthy ecosystems.

Proposed developments need to consider any potential impact on specific groundwater abstractions and on
groundwater resources in general. We recommend using the groundwater maps on our Map viewer. which
should include: wells; drinking water source protection areas; the national map suite - aquifer, groundwater
vulnerability, groundwater recharge and subsoil permeability maps. For areas underlain by limestone, please
refer to the karst specific data layers (karst features, tracer test database; turlough water levels (gwlevel.ie).
Background information is also provided in the Groundwater Body Descriptions. Please read all disclaimers
carefully when using Geological Survey Ireland data.

The Groundwater Data Viewer indicates a ‘Locally important gravel aquifer’ underlies the proposed
development. The Groundwater Vulnerability map indicates the area covered is classed as High.

Geological Mapping
Geological Survey Ireland maintains online datasets of bedrock and subsoils geological mapping that are reliable
and accessible. We would encourage you to use these data which can be found here, in your future assessments.

Geotechnical Database Resources

Geological Survey Ireland continues to populate and develop our national geotechnical database and viewer with
site investigation data submitted voluntarily by industry. The current database holding is over 7500 reports with
134,000 boreholes; 31,000 of which are digitised which can be accessed through downloads from our
Geotechnical Map Viewer. We would encourage the use of this database as part of any baseline geological
assessment of the proposed development as it can provide invaluable baseline data for the region or vicinity of
proposed development areas. This information may be beneficial and cost saving for any site-specific
investigations that may be designed as part of the project.

Geohazards

Geohazards can cause widespread damage to landscapes, wildlife, human property and human life. In Ireland,
landslides, flooding and coastal erosion are the most prevalent of these hazards. We recommend that
geohazards be taken into consideration, especially when developing areas where these risks are prevalent, and
we encourage the use of our data when doing so.

Geological Survey Ireland has information available on landslides in Ireland via the National Landslide Database
and Landslide Susceptibility Map both of which are available for viewing on our dedicated Map Viewer.
Associated guidance documentation relating to the National Landslide Susceptibility Map is also available.

Natural Resources (Minerals/Aggregates)

Geological Survey Ireland provides data, maps, interpretations and advice on matters related to minerals, their
use and their development in our Minerals section of the website. The Active Quarries, Mineral Localities and the
Aggregate Potential maps are available on our Map Viewer.

We would recommend use of the Aggregate Potential Mapping viewer to identify areas of High to Very High
source aggregate potential within the area. In keeping with a sustainable approach we would recommend use of
our data and mapping viewers to identify and ensure that natural resources used in the development. are
sustainably sourced from properly recognised and licensed facilities, and that consideration of future resource
sterilization is considered.

Other Comments
Should development go ahead, all other factors considered, Geological Survey Ireland would much appreciate a
copy of reports detailing any site investigations carried out.

Geological Survey Ireland, Beggars Bush, Haddington Road, Dublin D04 K7X4, Ireland.
Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta Eireann, Tor an Bhacaigh, Béthar Haddington, Baile Atha Claith D04 K7X4, Eire.
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The data would be added to Geological Survey Ireland’s national database of site investigation boreholes,
implemented to provide a better service to the civil engineering sector. Data can be sent to Beatriz Mozo,
Geological Mapping Unit, at Beatriz.Mozo@gsi.ie, 01-678 2795.

I hope that these comments are of assistance, and if we can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to
contact me Clare Glanville, or my colleague Trish Smullen at GSIPlanning@gsi.ie.

Yours sincerely,

Clony

Clare Glanville
Senior Geologist

Geological Survey Ireland

Enc: Table - Geological Survey Ireland's Publicly Available Datasets Relevant to Planning, EIA and SEA processes.

Geological Survey Ireland, Beggars Bush, Haddington Road, Dublin D04 K7X4, Ireland.
Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta Eireann, Tor an Bhacaigh, Béthar Haddington, Baile Atha Claith D04 K7X4, Eire.
T +353(0)1 678 2000 LoCall/L6Ghlao 18904499 00 www.gsi.ie Fdiltitear roimh comhfhreagras i nGaeilge
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Historic Environment Division
Ground Floor, 9 Lanyon Place
Town Parks

Belfast

BT1 3LP

Tel: 028 9082 3100

Email:
HEDPIlanning.General@communities-
ni.gov.uk

Date:11 August 2020

Dear Sir/Madam
Planning Application Ref.: LA11/2020/0446/PAD
Location: Park Road
Strabane
Co. Tyrone
BT82 0OAN
Proposal: Riverine Community Park will comprise multi-functional

internal and external spaces including a modern community
park building, new pedestrian and cycle bridge (between
Strabane & Lifford), Car parking, River walks, wetland and
park space viewing and family play areas to promote
enjoyment of the rich ecology of the local area. The completed
project will be designed to incorporate the principles of
sustainability and low environmental impact both during and
after construction.

Thank you for your consultation on the above application, received by DfC on 22/07/2020

Historic Environment Division (HED) has reviewed the details of the application and provides
summary comments as follows:

Archaeology and Built Heritage

HED (Historic Monuments) would require an Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) with a
particular focus on the Industrial Heritage features located within the immediate area, to be
submitted with any subsequent planning application for this site. The AIA should be prepared by a
professional archaeologist/archaeological consultancy

Should you seek further clarification on any of the issues raised in this response, please do not
hesitate to contact the HED Planning Team.

Kind Regards

Historic Environment Division

Issued on behalf of Department for Communities



Archaeology & Built Heritage
Section Reference SM11/1 IHR 00017:181:00

Consideration

There are a number of archaeological sites and monuments recorded within the application
site that relate to the GNR Portadown to Londonderry Line (IHR 00017:000:00) which is shown
to cut through the application site on historic maps. It is also worth noting that a large dugout
canoe (TYR 04: 10) which is presumably prehistoric, was uncovered on the banks of the Foyle
close to the application site.

Historic Environment Division (Historic Monuments) would require an Archaeological Impact
Assessment (AIA) with a particular focus on the Industrial Heritage features located within the
immediate area, to be submitted with any subsequent planning application for this site. The
AIA should be prepared by a professional archaeologist/archaeological consultancy and
include:

1. A detailed desk-based assessment of the potential impacts of the proposed
development on the archaeological sites and monuments and related historic
environment assets and areas located within, and within an appropriate study area
around, the proposed development site. This should include reference to any relevant
information held in the National Monuments and Buildings Record; a comprehensive
historic map review; information of archaeological sites, monuments, artefacts or
related heritage assets held by the Ulster Museum or PRONI; a review of previous
archaeological investigations in the area; and any other relevant sources. The
assessment should include field inspection(s) of the application site to identify any
other previously unrecorded, upstanding archaeological remains, and to assess the
archaeological potential of the site.

2. An assessment of the potential impacts of this development on those known
archaeological sites and monuments and related historic environment assets located
within the development site and an appropriate study area, and upon their settings.
Reference should be made to the relevant planning policy protections contained in
Planning Policy Statement 6 — Planning, Archaeology and the Built Heritage, and note
any potential statutory consent requirements associated with Scheduled or State Care
sites. The HED document Guidance on Setting and the Historic Environment contains
advice on the assessment of the settings of heritage assets and the potential impacts
of development proposals upon them.

3. An archaeological mitigation strategy, to identify any previously unrecorded
archaeological remains within the development area. The mitigation strategy should
include options for preservation of archaeological remains in-situ, or for the
appropriate identification and excavation recording of remains where preservation in-
situ cannot be achieved. The mitigation strategy should also make provisions for works



that may be necessary after the field work is completed. This may include post-
excavation processing and analysis of the archaeological material retrieved,
preparation of specialist reports, archiving and the preparation of a final report.

Informative

* Please refer to the HED guidance document Development and Archaeology: Guidance
on Archaeological Works in the Planning Process.
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Westland House
Old Westland Road

water

BT41 6TE

Tel: 028 90354813 Ext 20646
www.niwater.com

Derry and Strabane Your Ref:

Local Plannning Office LA11/2020/0446/PAD
Orchard House

40 Foyle Street Our Ref:

Londonderry

BT48 6AT

Date: 4 August 2020
Dear Sir / Madam.

PLANNING CONSULTATION REFERENCE — L.A11/2020/0446/PAD

NI Water would advise as follows —
This proposed development would not have a significant impact on existing NI Water

infrastructure. Consultation with NIW is required at an early design stage by means of
a Pre-development Enquiry to determine how this proposal may be served.

Yours faithfully

Alan Moore
Infrastructure Planning

Northern Ireland Water is a trademark of Northern ireland Water Limited, incorporated in Northern Ireland,
Registered Number N1054463, Registered Office Westland House, Old Westland Road, Belfast, BT14 6TE.



Loughs
NAgency

Gniomhaireacht na Lochanna
Factrie fur Loughs

Derry and Strabane
Local Planning Office
98 Strand Road
Derry

BT48 6AT

27 August 2020

Dear Sir/Madam

Planning Application: LA711/2020/0446/PAD - Riverine Community
Park will comprise multi-functional internal and external spaces
including a modern community park building, new pedestrian and
cycle bridge (between Strabane & Lifford), Car parking, River walks,
wetland and park space viewing and family play areas to promote
enjoyment of the rich ecology of the local area. The completed project
will be designed to incorporate the principles of sustainability and low
environmental impact both during and after construction at Park Road
Strabane Co. Tyrone, BT82 OAN.

Thank you for your recent correspondence dated 22 July 2020 in relation to
the above-mentioned proposed development. The Loughs Agency is the
statutory body charged with the conservation, protection and development
of inland fisheries within the Foyle and Carlingford systems, the promotion

of development of Loughs Foyle and Carlingford, and catchments for

Loughs Agency, 22 Victoria Road, Deny~Londondeny, B147 2AB
Tel: +44 (0)28 7134 2100 « Email: info@loughs-agency.org * www.loughs-agency.org

Social f ’

Gniomhaireacht na Lochanna, 22 Bothar Victoria, Doire, BT47 2AB
Teil: +44 (0)28 71342100 » R-phost: info@loughs-agency.org * www.loughs-agency.org
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commercial and recreational purposes in respect of marine, fisheries and

aquaculture issues and the development of marine tourism.

The Loughs Agency has considered the information provided and would
like to outline the potential impacts from this development. Such impacts
could include:

- Increases in silt and sediment loads resulting from construction works

- Point source pollution incidents during construction

- Overloading of existing WWTW infrastructure

CONDITIONS

The Loughs Agency requests that all storm water from the development
site should not be discharged to nearby watercourses unless first passed
through pollution interception and flow attenuation measures. Storm water
can carry pollutants into watercourses and high volume discharges can
alter the prevailing hydrological regime, both of which can impact on
fisheries interests. REASON: To prevent pollution of surface waters

which is detrimental to fisheries.

Loughs Agency request that work methods and materials must not impinge
upon any nearby watercourses. The use of cement/concrete on site will
require careful management. While they are versatile building materials,
they are also highly toxic to aquatic life and therefore must be kept out of
all drains and watercourses. REASON: To prevent pollution of surface

waters which is detrimental to fisheries.

Loughs Agency, 22 Victoria Road, Demy~Londonderry, B147 2AB
Tel: +44(0)28 7134 2100 * Email: info@loughs-agency.org ¢ www.loughs-agency.org
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It is essential that silt traps and settlement ponds are utilised and are
capable of settling out materials prior to discharge off site. The traps and
ponds must be regularly inspected and maintained accordingly. REASON:
To prevent pollution of surface waters which is detrimental to

fisheries.

Loughs Agency would prefer that bridge construction would not require any
disturbance to the river channel and bed. This would ideally mean support
platforms being constructed beyond the river bank and associated levees.
No in-stream works shall be carried out without the consent of the Loughs
Agency. REASON: To ensure fisheries protection during sensitive

periods.

Any proposed lighting should take into account all species of fish that
migrate in the area. REASON: Artificial light can be a migration barrier

to some fish species.

INFORMATIVES

Should for any reason, oil or fuel be stored in the area, it must be kept in a
bunded area (providing 110% capacity of the largest stored unit), 100m
from any watercourse that appears on a 1:10 000 O.S. map of the site.

The applicant should demonstrate best environmental practice when
working close to watercourses. The potential for deleterious matter to enter
a watercourse is of primary concern. Impacts on the aquatic environment
such as a decrease in water quality can cause a significant impact upon

various life history stages of fish species.

Loughs Agency, 22 Victoria Road, Deny~Londonderry, BT47 2AB
Tel: +44 (0)28 7134 2100 » Email: info@loughs-agency.org * www.loughs-agency.org
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Loughs
X\ gency

Gniomhaireacht na Lochanna
Factrie fur Loughs

The River Foyle is a popular and important river for both angling and
marine tourism. Loughs Agency requests that the development does not
hinder access for anglers or other river users during the construction phase
and welcomes the improved access infrastructure (riverside pathways,
slipway to the river, fully accessible angling stand and environmental

education facilities) included within the proposed plan.

It is an offence to remove or disturb any material, including sand or gravel
from the bed of any freshwater river within the Foyle and Carlingford Areas
without the consent of the Loughs Agency contrary to Section 46 of the
Foyle Fisheries Act (NI) 1952, as amended by Article 18(3) of the Foyle
and Carlingford Fisheries (NI) Order 2007.

The applicant should also be aware that it is an offence under section 41 of
the Foyle Fisheries Act (1952) to cause pollution which is detrimental to

fisheries interests.

Yours sincerely
- Toomery.

Caitriona Downey

Environmental Officer

On behalf of the Loughs Agency

Loughs Agency, 22 Victoria Road, Demy~Londonderry, BT47 2AB
Tel: +44 (0)28 7134 2100 « Email: info@loughs-agency.org * www.loughs-agency.org
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Teil: +44 (0)28 71342100 « R-phost: info@loughs-agency.org ¢ www.loughs-agency.org
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Chathair Dhowe &
Cheantar an Szative Bain

Derry Cittie & Strabans

PLANNING APPLICATION CONSULTATION CHECKLIST

Planning Application Ref No.: LA11/2020/0446/PAD Date Received: 22" July 2020

Proposal: Riverine Community Park will comprise multi-functional internal and external spaces
including a modern community park building, new pedestrian and cycle bridge
(between Strabane & Lifford), Car parking, River walks, wetland and park space
viewing and family play areas to promote enjoyment of the rich ecology of the
local area. The completed project will be designed to incorporate the principles
of sustainability and low environmental impact both during and after
construction at Park Road Strabane Co. Tyrone BT82 0AN

COMMENTS

NOISE (includes vibration)

Does the proposal have the potential to Y See attached comments
adversely impact on amenity due to noise?

Is the proposal likely to be adversely affected N
by noise?

AIR POLLUTION

Does the proposal have the potential to Y See attached comments
adversely impact on amenity due to air
pollution (eg odour, dust)?

Is the proposal likely to be adversely affected N
by air pollution?

GENERAL AMENITY

Does the proposal have the potential to N
adversely impact on amenity due to vermin,
insect or litter problems etc?

Is the proposal likely to be adversely affected N
by vermin, insects or litter etc?

AMBIENT AIR QUALITY

Does the proposal have the potential to have N
an adverse impact on ambient air quality?

Is the proposal likely to be adversely affected N
by ambient air quality?

CONTAMINATED LAND
To the best of the officer's knowledge is the
site potentially contaminated either as a See attached comments
result of:
« aprevious use of the site Y
« Use, or a previous use, of adjacent land
where there may be the possibility of N
migration of contaminants
» naturally occurring levels of N
contamination, excluding Radon ?




OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Does the proposal have the potential to See attached comments
adversely impact on local amenity due to Y
other Environmental Health considerations?

Is application for proposal accompanied by N
an Environmental Statement (ES)?

Has ES been considered? N

Has 3 party (eg objector/NIEA) comment N
been received?

Has 3 party (eg objector/NIEA) comment N
been considered?

Should other agencies be involved as Y NIEA Land and Groundwater Team

additional consultees? eg NIEA, Land &
Groundwater Team, IPRI, HSENI, etc.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICE - RECOMMENDATION ON APPLICATION

Tick v Comment
No Issues of Concern Arising (e.g. see attached informative)
Essential Information Not Provided
Substantive Response Provided V. See attached comments

Considered - No Comment Necessary

Superseded by Further Consultation

Issues to be Addressed in Future ES

Issues to be Addressed in a Future Application

Consulted in Error

Issued on behalf of the Environmental Health Service

Date: 11th August 2020

NOTE: Any consultation response provided by the Environmental Health Service is based on:
information supplied by the applicant, and other information currently available.




ADDITIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMENTS

The Environmental Health Service has considered the consultation letter from the
Planning Department dated 22" July 2020 in relation to the PAD application and
would advise that it has no objections in principle to the proposal but would make the

following comments;

It is noted that planning permission was previously sought for this site under planning
reference J/2011/0433/0 for a similar project. Comments provided by consultees
with regards to this previous application may be applicable to this proposal should an

application to develop this site be submitted to the Planning Department.

Contaminated Land

Information available to the Environmental Health Service indicates that part of the
proposed site is located in close proximity to lands previously used as a railway line.
In view of this information the Environmental Health Service would advise that
consideration should be given to the past land uses in the vicinity of the site and the
risks they may have to end users should the applicant apply for planning permission.
The applicant may wish to liaise with an Environmental Consultancy in relation to this

proposal.

The applicant shall also ensure that prior to any construction commencing an
appropriate health and safety plan is put in place to ensure that the health and safety
implications of working with potentially contaminated groundwater and soils have

been fully considered and appropriate PPE provided to all construction workers.

Invasive Species

The applicant should be made aware that there is a potential for parts of the
proposed site to be populated with Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam.
Prior to any works being undertaken at the site the applicant should survey the whole
site for the presence of Japanese Knotweed and Himalayan Balsam and submit a

management plan providing full details in relation to its eradication and/or control.



The Planning Department may wish to contact the Northern Ireland Environment

Agency for further advice/guidance in relation to invasive species.

Construction Noise and Dust

Due to the sensitive nature of the site, specifically the proximity of numerous
sensitive receptors to the proposed development site, the Environmental Health
Service would recommend that the applicant submits a CEMP(Construction
Environmental Management Plan) which should include details of mitigation
measures to be implemented during the construction phase of development to
control noise, vibration and dust impact upon residential amenity and protect the

wider environment.

. The plan should include, but not be limited to:

e A construction method statement for each phase of development.

e Procedures for maintaining good public relations including complaint
management, public consultation and liaison.

e Arrangements for liaison with the Derry City and Strabane District Council’s
Environmental Health Services Environment and Neighbourhoods Team.

¢ Deliveries to and removal of plant, equipment, machinery and waste from the
site to take place within permitted hours.

e Mitigation measures as defined in BS 5228: 2009 +A1:2014 Noise and
Vibration Control on Construction and Open Sites — Part 1: Noise, shall be
used to minimise noise and vibration disturbance from construction works.

e Procedures for emergency deviation of the agreed working hours.

¢ Control measures for dust and other air-borne pollutants. This must also take
into account the need to protect any local resident who may have a particular

susceptibility to air-borne pollutants.

Light Pollution

Any lighting associated with the proposal has the potential to have a negative impact

on the use and enjoyment of nearby residential properties. The Environmental



Health Service would advised that all lighting associated with the proposal should be
optically controlled and directed in such a manner as to minimise light pollution from
glare and spill. Guidance notes for the reduction of light pollution can be obtained
from the institution of Lighting Engineers, Lennox House, 9 Lawford Road, Rugby,
Warwickshire, CV212DZ available at https://www.theilp.ora.uk/documents/obtrusive-

light/

COoVvID-19

The comments provided are made in the absence of a site visit due to the ongoina

Coronavirus situation and based on information available from online resources e.q.

Googlemaps, Streetview. Spatial, PRONI historical maps etc.
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Consultation Response

Application Ref: LA11/2020/0446/PAD*
Date of Response: 26" August 2020

In response to consultation dated 22" July 2020 comprising Drawings 01, 02, 8No
Photographs, Further Description and Pad request form, Dfl Roads has the following
comments:

As submitted, Drawing 02 is almost identical to the proposed layout submitted for
LA11/2017/0443/PAD. The only differences appears to be comments in two yellow boxes
stating site areas on the Strabane and Lifford sides of the river and a reduction in red line
outline to the east.

The layout also does not reflect subsequent communications with Dfl’s ASWTC team in
2017 and 2019.
Therefore our 15" May 2017 response to Council for LA11/2017/0443/PAD still stands and

Council is advised to contact Manny Gault, Dfl Roads ASWTC SRI Project Manager to
discuss the proposal.

Dfl Roads and ASWTC SRI Team colleagues are available to discuss this proposal by
arrangement and would request that Council, as Applicant, and its consultant team attend
as well.

Issued on behalf of Dfl Roads — Western Division
Development Control Section,

26" August 2020
L McWilliams Date

* As a PAD request, this consultation is not subject to Council's 21 day response target.
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Dfl Rivers Planning Advisory Unit

FAO Sarah Barrett 44 Seagoe Industrial Estate
Derry City and Strabane District Council CRAIGAVON

Planning Department Co. Armagh

98 Strand Road, BT63 5QE

Derry Tel: 028 3839 9118

BT48 7NN

Your Ref: LA11/2020/0446/PAD
Our Ref: IN1-20-10413

Date: 12/08/2020

Dear Madam,
Re: Riverine Community Park at Park Road, Strabane.

Thank you for your consultation dated 22" July 2020 regarding the above proposal. Dfl Rivers
have assessed the application and our comments are as follows:-

PPS15 Policy FLD 1 Development in Fluvial (River) and Coastal Flood Plains
Flood Map (NI) indicates that the site lies within the 1 in 100 year fluvial flood plain which has a
level of 4.83.

PPS 15, FLD 1, states that the Planning Authority will not permit development within flood plains
unless it meets the ‘Exceptions Test'. If the Planning Authority deems this to be an exception
under FLD 1 Dfl Rivers would request that the applicant carries out a Flood Risk Assessment to
demonstrate that all sources of flood risk to and from the proposed development have been
identified: and there are adequate measures to manage and mitigate any increase in flood risk
arising from the development. The Planning Authority should refer to PPS 15, Annex D,
paragraph D7.

The planning authority should be aware that the Department for Infrastructure updated its
Technical Flood Risk Guidance in relation to allowances for climate change in Northern Ireland
on 25" February 2020.

The Flood Hazard Map (NI) shows the predicted 1 in 100 year climate change flood level to be
5.41.

- .~
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The Guidance and associated documentation can be accessed or downloaded via the
Department for Infrastructure’s web page as follows:- https://www.infrastructure-
ni.qov.uk/publicationsftechnical-ﬂood—risk-quidance-relation-aIlowances—ciimate—chanae-
northern-ireland

PPS15 Policy FLD 2 Protection of Flood Defence and Drainage Infrastructure
The site contains a number watercourses designated under the terms of the Drainage Order
Northern Ireland 1973.

1. The River Foyle flows adjacent to the western boundary.
2. The Nancy Burn traverses the site at its northern section.
3. The Park Road Drain flows adjacent to the eastern boundary.

Under 6.32 of the policy a maintenance strip is required. The applicant should contact the local
Dfl Rivers area staff to establish their needs. The maintenance strip should be level, marked up
on all layout drawings and be protected from impediments (including tree planting permanent
fencing and sheds), land raising or future unapproved development by way of a planning
condition. Clear access and egress should be provided at all times

The site may be affected by undesignated watercourses of which we have no record, in the
event of an undesignated watercourse being discovered, Policy FLD 2 will apply.

PPS15 Policy FLD 3 Development and Surface Water (Pluvial) Flood Risk Outside Flood
Plains
PPS 15 FLD3 states that a drainage assessment will be required for all development
proposals that exceed the following thresholds:

1. Residential development comprising 10 dwelling units or more.

2. A Development site in excess of 1 hectare.

3. New hard-surfacing exceeding 1000m?2.

As this application exceeds point 2 of these thresholds, Dfl Rivers would require the
submission of a drainage assessment as part of a new consuitation for our consideration.
The drainage assessment should be appropriate to the scale and nature of the proposed
development and the risks involved.

In carrying out the drainage assessment the applicant should acquire from the relevant
authority evidence that the proposed storm water run-off from the site can be safely
discharged. If the proposal is to discharge into a watercourse then an application
should be made to the local Dfl Rivers office for consent to discharge storm water
under Schedule 6 of the Drainage (NI) Order 1973.

-~
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If it is proposed to discharge storm water into an NI Water system then a Pre-Development

Enquiry should be made and if a simple solution cannot be identified then a Network Capacity
Check should be carried out.

Correspondence with both authorities should be included in the drainage assessment
regardless of the outcome.

Detailed guidance on the aims and content of a Drainage Assessment can be found in
Planning Policy Statement (Planning and Fiood Risk) — Annex D.

PPS15 Policy FLD 4 Artificial Modification of Watercourses

This policy may be applicable to this site. Under FLD 4 of Planning Policy Statement 15, artificial
modification of a watercourse is normally not permitted unless it is necessary to provide access
to a development site or for engineering reasons. Thisis a matter for the Planning Authority.

Any culverting approved by the Planning Authority will also be subject to approval from Dfl Rivers
under Schedule 6 of the Drainage Order 1973. These two approvais do not go hand in hand.

PPS15 Policy FLD 5 Development in Proximity to Reservoirs
Not applicable based on the information provided.

Under the terms of Schedule 6 of the Drainage (Northern ireland) Order 1973 the applicant
must submit to Dfl Rivers, for its consent for any proposal to carry out works which might
affect a watercourse such as culverting, bridging, diversion, building adjacent to or
discharge of storm water etc. Failure to obtain such consent prior to carrying out such
proposals is an offence under the aforementioned Order which may lead to prosecution
or statutory action as provided for.

| trust you find the foregoing to be helpful but should you require any further information or
clarification please contact me at the above address.

Please quote our reference number above on any future correspondence.

Yours faithfully,

Trevor Mills
Planning Advisory and Modelling Unit

Y
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Environment, Marine and Fisheries Group @ Department of

Planning Response Team
Klondyke Building

Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park
Lower Ormeau Road
Belfast BT7 2JA
Telephone: 028 9056 9604

Date: 17 December 2020

Dear Sir/Madam,
Planning Application Ref.: LA11/2020/0446/PAD
Location: Park Road

Strabane

Co. Tyrone

BT82 0AN
Proposal:

Riverine Community Park will comprise multi-functional internal and external spaces
including a modern community park building, new pedestrian and cycle bridge (between
Strabane & Lifford), Car parking, River walks, wetland and park space viewing and family
play areas to promote enjoyment of the rich ecology of the local area. The completed project
will be designed to incorporate the principles of sustainability and low environmental impact
both during and after construction.

Thank you for your consultation on the above which was received by the Department on
22/07/2020.

This letter provides a single combined response for your consultation request across all of
DAERA's area of environmental responsibility. Summary comments in relation to the reason
for consultation are provided in the table below at Annex A, and, where appropriate, more
detailed advice is enclosed and attached to this letter.

Sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued by everyone.

If you are deaf or have a hearing difficulty you can e~

U
contact the Department via the Next Generation Text Y v INVESTORS

: : % ¢ IN PEOPLE
Relay Service by dialling 18001 + telephone number. =




You should be aware that, in the absence of comment, no inference can be made on
DAERA’s position with regard to other environmental matters. It is the responsibility of the
planning authority to ensure that all risks to the environment and requirements under
environmental legislation and planning policy have been considered.

This advice and guidance will enable you to identify and consider if there are other potential
risks to the environment due to impacts from the construction and operation of the proposed
development and also its location.

In addition, we would also refer you to DAERA’s published advice and guidance on
development proposals where there is potential for effects on the natural and marine

environments and fisheries interests, available at: https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/topics/environmental-advice-planning.

As the Planning Authority is the competent authority under The Conservation (Natural
Habitats, etc.) Regulations 1995 (as amended), this responsibility extends to the carrying out
of Habitat Regulations Assessments (HRAs) before a planning decision is made.

Should you require assistance or if you wish to discuss anything further, please do not
hesitate to contact the Planning Response Team using the contact details below.

Kind regards.

Planning Response Team
On behalf of DAERA

Email: planningresponse.team@daera-ni.gov.uk

Sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued by everyone.

If you are deaf or have a hearing difficulty you can
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Relay Service by dialling 18001 + telephone number.




Annex A

Advice Provided By:

Summary

Marine and Fisheries
Division

Marine and Fisheries Division would like the applicant to
consider the points contained in the full response.

Water Management Unit
and Inland Fisheries

At the pre-application stage of a development there is
limited information about the circumstances, scope and
nature of the project and therefore Water Management
Unit can only provide ‘general’ advice.

Regulation Unit

It is advised that the applicant should consult the NIEA
Historical Land Use layer and other available sources of
information, to identify current and previous industrial land
uses of the application site and in the surrounding area
(within 250 meters) that may have caused the land at the
site to become contaminated.

Natural Environment
Division

NED recommendations regarding designated and
protected sites, habitats and species.

Sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued by everyone.

If you are deaf or have a hearing difficulty you can o~
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Relay Service by dialling 18001 + telephone number. =g
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Coastal Development

Planning Reference No.: LA11/2020/0446/PAD

Section Reference: N/A

Key environmental considerations

Designated Sites

The proposal has the potential to have an impact on the following marine designated sites.

e Lough Foyle SPA, which is designated under the EC Birds Directive (79/409/EEC on
the conservation of wild birds);

* Lough Foyle Ramsar site, which is designated under the Ramsar Convention, and

» Lough Foyle ASSI, which is declared under the Environment Order (Northern Ireland)
2002.

European Sites

In accordance with Regulation 43(1) of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended), the Competent Authority must assess how these
works, either alone or in combination, are likely to have a significant effect on the Natura

2000 sites and their selection features.

In relation to the Habitats Regulations Assessment for this plan/ project recent advice,
relating to SACs which have seals as a site selection feature, recommends the following

ranges should be used when screening for either Harbour (common) or Grey Seals:

 all SACs within 135km of the project should be screened for Grey Seals (Halichoerus

grypus) and
* all SACs within 50km should be screened for Harbour Seals (Phoca vitulina).

In this case The Maidens SAC (designated for Grey seals) should be included in the

screening process.

Marine & Fisheries Division (M&FD)



Coastal Development

ASSIls

Under Part IV of Environment Order (Northern Ireland) 2002; the Planning Authority shall
take reasonable steps, consistent with the proper exercise of the body’s functions, to further
the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological, physiographical or other

features by reason of which the ASSI is of special scientific interest.

Protected Species

The proposal has the potential to impact on the following protected species
» All cetacean species, which are protected under The Conservation (Natural Habitats,
etc.) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended);
e Harbour (common) seal (Phoca vitulina), Grey seal (Halichoerus grypus) and Bask-
ing shark (Cetorhinus maximus), which are protected under The Wildlife (Northern
Ireland) Order 1985 (as amended)

European protected species

Under Regulation 3(4) of The Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1995 (as amended); every competent authority in the exercise of any of its functions
shall have regard to the requirements of the Habitats Directive so far as they may be
affected by the exercise of those functions. The Planning Authority must consider whether
the strict protection afforded to these European Protected Species will be breached by the

development proposal.

National Protected Species

Under Article 10 of the Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 (as amended) it is an offence
to intentionally or recklessly capture, injure or kill a wild animal included in Schedule 5 of this
Order and/ or intentionally or recklessly disturb the harbour (common) seal (Phoca vitulina),
grey seal (Halichoerus grypus) and basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus). Under Planning
Policy Statement 2 Natural Heritage 2, 5.3, ‘the presence of species protected by legislation
is @ material consideration when a planning authority is considering a development proposal
that if carried out, would be likely to result in harm to the species or its habitats. Planning

permission will only be granted for a development proposal that is not likely to harm any

Marine & Fisheries Division (M&FD)




Coastal Development
other statutorily protected species and which can be adequately mitigated or compensated

against’.

It is unlikely that a cetacean will travel to this location, however seals have been known to
enter river systems in search of food. Therefore the presence of marine mammals should be
taken into consideration when assessing potential impacts of noise created during
construction. Care must also be taken to ensure animals do not become trapped as a result

of any works occurring within the aquatic environment.

Marine non-native species

Where works are required below the high water mark, consideration should be given to the
potential impact of marine non-native species. Any vessels used for the proposal should be
subject to robust biosecurity measures to avoid the release or spread of non-native marine
species.

Environmental information required

Proposals should include robust assessments of potential impacts to marine habitats and
species. Any potential impacts should be avoided and or mitigated using best practice
design and construction methods.

Where mitigation is required, this should be given in full detail at application stage.

Further guidance

Marine Licensing

The applicant should be made aware that all construction or deposition works below the
Mean High Water Spring Tide (MHWST) mark are subject to licensing under the Marine and
Coastal Access Act 2009. As elements of the construction in this proposal are on/in or
above the licensable area, for example, the proposed footbridge; contact must be made with
the Marine Licensing Team, DAERA Marine and Fisheries Division, 1t Floor, Klondyke
Building, Gasworks Business Park, Cromac Avenue, Belfast BT7 2JA, Tel: 028 90569247 to

apply for a Marine Construction Licence.

Marine & Fisheries Division (M&FD)




Coastal Development

Marine and Fisheries Division would welcome attendance at any pre-application discussion
meetings to provide guidance to the applicant with the licensing process and with scoping

any potential considerations which may need to be included in an EIA if required.

The applicant should be aware that it is an offence under the Marine and Coastal Access Act
2009 to carry out a licensable marine activity except in accordance with a marine licence
granted by the DAERA Marine and Fisheries Division. Conviction of such an offence may

incur a fine of up to £50,000 and/or two years imprisonment.

Fisheries

The applicant is reminded of Section 47 of the Fisheries Act (NI) 1966, which covers the ap-
plicant’s responsibilities relating to penalties for pollution and the consequences of causing

or permitting the release of any deleterious material into any waters.

Standing Advice

The applicant’s attention is also drawn to the following links which provide advice to be
considered:

° Planning in the Coastal Area

° Standing advice for development that may have an effect on the water environment

(including groundwater and fisheries)

° Marine Wildlife Licensing

° Marine Wildlife Disturbance

° Marine Biosecurity Planning Guidance

° Marine Map Viewer

Marine & Fisheries Division (M&FD)



Natural Heritage.

Section Reference: CB29156-1.

Planning Reference No. LA11/2020/0446/PAD

Consultation Date: 17 December 2020.

Considerations.

NIEA Natural Environment Division (NED) has only carried out a desktop assessment.
Please note that this proposal may be subject to the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended), known as the Habitats Regulations, the
Wildlife (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 (as amended) and the Environment (Northern Ireland)
Order 2002 (as amended).

Explanatory Note.

NED acknowledges receipt of AnnexA Pre Application Discussion Model Request Pro-
forma, Description of the Proposed Development, site photographs, drawings 01 and 02.

Designated Sites.

Fromthe data NED currently holds:

The application site is within the River Foyle and Tributaries Area of Special Scientific
Interest (ASSI) and the River Foyle and Tributaries Special Area of Conservation (SAC),
hereafter referred to as designated sites, which are of international and/or national
importance and are protected by the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amended) and/or the Environment (Northern Ireland) Order 2002
(as amended).

NED response does not provide a full assessment of the information provided for Pre-
Application Discussion purposes. The proposal has potential to indirectly impact the
designated site features. Shared Environmental Service provides Habitat Regulations
Assessments for Derry City and Strabane District Council (DCSDC)

NED advisesiitis likely that at full planning application stage that the further information
below will be requested by the competent authority to enable a determination of the potential
impacts on the designated sites.

1. An outline Construction Environmental Management Plan should be submitted by the
applicant/approved contractor. Such measures should be incorporated in method
statements which should identify the perceived risks to the aquatic environment, identify
potential pollution pathways, and the mitigation measures to be employed which will negate
the risk to any aquatic environment. For example:

Site Drainage Management Plan; including Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS), foul
water disposal and silt management measures;

Pollution Prevention Plan; including

A suitable buffer between location of any refuelling, storage of oil/fuel, concrete mixing and
washing areas and any watercourses or surface drains present on site or adjacent to site.



Regular inspections of machinery on site.
Emergency spill procedures in place.

A suitable buffer between location for storage of excavated spoil and construction materials
and any watercourses or surface drain present on site or adjacent to the site.

A Water Quality Monitoring Plan.
An Environmental Emergency Plan.

This list is not exhaustive but should merely be used as a starting point for considerations to
be made.

Other Natural Heritage Issues.

NED notes that the site contains buildings, grassland, hardstanding, hedgerows, scrub,
woodland and part of the River Foyle.

NED recommendations that at full planning application stage DSDC request the information
below.

Further Information.

. An extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey which includes surveys which comply with NIEA
Specific Requirements which comply with NIEA Specific Requirements detailed below for
badgers, bats, birds, lizard, newts, otters, including a bat roost potential survey.

. An outline Construction Environmental Management Plan.

Details of proposed sewage treatment.

Further Guidance.

NIEA Standing Advice General can be found at: https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/articles/standing-advice-0

NED survey specifications and other planning related advice can be found at:
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/site-surveys

NED refers the applicant to Standing Advice on bats at: https:/mww.daera-
ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/DAERA%20Standing%20Advice %20-
%20NED%20-%20%20Bats%20-%20November%202017.pdf

NIEA Natural Environment Web Viewer

https.//www.daera-ni.gov.uk/services/natural-environment-map-viewer

NED recommends that all survey works comply with British Standard 42020:2013, which
came into effect on 31 August 2013. The British Standard provides recommendations and
guidance for those engaged in planning and development, whose work might affect or have
implications for conservation, or the enhancement of biodiversity.















Appendix 4-4

East Donegal Coursing Club Letter of Consent

EIAR Volume 3: Appendices MCL Consulting
McAdam P2288
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