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1.0 Introduction
This Community Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement Report has been produced by Bracklyn
Wind Farm Limited (BWFL) to meet the objectives for the Bracklyn Wind Farm (BWF) project under a
model of continuous community engagement during all phases of the proposed development. It
further demonstrates BWFL’s commitment to a program of genuine positive engagement with the
local community and stakeholders, which values their continuous contribution and involvement.
The purpose of this report is to transparently demonstrate the approach BWFL has taken since project
inception and to outline the principles and objectives of the approach to consultation and stakeholder
engagement.
This report specifically relates to the development, construction and operational phases of the project
and includes a detailed Community Engagement and Stakeholder Management (CESM) plan. This plan
will be continually reviewed and updated throughout the lifetime of the proposed development.
This report has been prepared in line with the requirements set out in the Draft Revised Wind Energy
Development Guidelines 20191 (draft WEDG’s) and the Guidelines for Community Engagement (2016)2.
The draft WEDG’s state that wind energy developers “… are therefore now required, in advance of
submitting applications for permission, to take active steps to: inform local communities as they begin
to develop their proposals; take the views of local communities into account in designing their
proposals; demonstrate what practical effect that process of engagement has had; and, set out how
the project will perform as a good neighbour in the context of the long-term economic and social
development of the community or communities within which it is situated”.
It is acknowledged that active consultation and dialogue with the local community from an early stage
is a vital part of any proposed wind energy development.
1.1 Background to Community Consultation
Prior to the commencement of community consultation, BWFL organised and undertook a series of
internal community consultation workshops to develop a Community Liaison Strategy. These
workshops were arranged to educate BWFL personnel and to develop community consultation skills
for those who have and will continue to work with the community on the ground. The Project
Manager, Community Liaison Officers, and members of the assigned community engagement team
participated in the workshops. On the back of the community consultation workshops, BWFL
developed a toolkit for stakeholder engagement as part of the Community Liaison Strategy which has
been utilised throughout this consultation process. It should be noted that while BWFL utilised a
number of the stakeholder management toolkits to record contact details and issues raised by the
public, in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2016, this information
cannot be made publicly available.
This report sets out how BWFL carried out the community consultation process in the area of the
proposed wind farm. BWFL have carried out extensive consultation in relation to the proposed
development with members of the public, including residents, business owners, community groups,
schools, church bodies and local representatives. The objective of the community consultation process
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has been to ensure that the views and concerns of the local community have been addressed and
considered in the project design process.
In accordance with the Guidelines for Community Engagement (2016), Mr. Malachy McGee & Ms.
Deirdre Keegan were appointed as Community Liaison Officer Team (CLO) for the proposed BWF. The
CLO has the authority to make publicly available full, clear and comprehensive information about the
project during key milestone stages of the proposed development and the resources to receive,
record, investigate, respond to and address queries and complaints during the various stages of
development and operation.
1.2 Objectives of Community Consultation
The overriding philosophy of BWFL is to manage communications and to proactively disseminate
information in a planned and systematic manner, to consult with stakeholders at key stages of the
project life cycle, and to continuously evaluate the effectiveness of the strategy and make adjustments
to increase its effectiveness over all phases. The objectives of this plan are therefore as follows:
• Describe the approach to community engagement and stakeholder management for the
project.
• Identify how community engagement and stakeholder management issues pertaining to the
proposed development have been managed to date
• Identify the main stakeholders, their issues and concerns, influence, and participation levels;
• Identify key messages used in communicating with stakeholders and the project phases where
they are likely to be impacted or interested.
This plan identifies activities that will facilitate a flow of information between BWFL, the community
and stakeholders throughout the life of the project. The plan will be regularly reviewed and will
continue to be iteratively shaped and adapted to reflect the needs of the community and key
stakeholders as the partnership grows and changes and new issues emerge.
2.0 Consultation process
The approach to consultation adopted by BWFL comprised a range of methodologies including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Consultation with local representatives;
Door-to-door visits to local residences and posted contact cards;
Meetings with the Local Groups, where appropriate (and within Covid 19 guidelines);
Public consultation clinics; and
Telephone, Email & Letter Consultation
Bracklyn Wind Farm website: www.bracklynwindfarm.ie
Provision of regular project updates to the dedicated project website

It is important to note that as part of the consultation events, printed copies of maps and leaflets were
made available to the clinic attendees
2.1 Consultation with Local Representatives
Local elected representatives within the Mullingar Municipal District were initially contacted by email
to provide an outline of the proposed development and to obtain initial feedback. The email
correspondence (see Appendix 1) included detailed information on the proposed development,
including contact details for further engagement.
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All Oireachtas members from the Westmeath constituency were consulted and information brochures
were provided.
Local Representatives were also contacted on the following dates via various means of
communication:
•
•
•
•

06.11.2020 – Phone call inviting to clinics
06.11.2020 - 09.11.2020 - Updated Project Details
05.01.2021 - End of year review of project
15.01.2021 - Courtesy phone call regarding end of year review & to ensure that all updates
were received.

2.2 Consultation with Local Community
Whilst it is noted that community consultation is currently not a statutory requirement, it is an
important element of the project and, as noted above, BWF recognise the importance of an extensive
community consultation process and the benefit that community involvement brings to the proposed
development as a whole. BWFL have also been mindful of the requirements set out in the draft
WEDG’s.
The first point of contact for the community consultation process was the BWFL website. This was
published and went live on the 08th May 2020. (https://www.bracklynwindfarm.ie/).
The website was live pre any consultation letters or clinics as a point of contact. It has been updated
on a regular basis at various stages since its launch as information has become available throughout
the project design and assessment process.
At the early stages of the community consultation process, due to the ongoing COVID 19 pandemic,
the initial contact with residents within a 2 kilometre radius of the proposed development, was via
letter dated 11th May 2020. This letter included a draft media statement, a copy of the initial layout
map, a flyer, ‘connect with us’ cards with free post envelopes and a colouring page for any children
that were in the house. The letter also contained contact details for the CLO and the website address,
which has regular updates. (see Appendix 2)
It should be noted that one resident who was a recipient of a letter made a direct request to be
removed from the mailing list. This wish was respected with regard to any future information mailing.
The Bracklyn community engagement team sent further letters on 1st July 2020 to all local residents
with a brochure outlining plans to facilitate a community consultation clinic throughout the month.
These clinic dates were put in place in order to consult in a way which was compliant with the COVID
19 restrictions, regulations and guidelines. The clinics were held on a one-one basis. There were 4
members of the BWFL’s community team and up to 2 members of each household at any given time.
Three clinics were held in total on 15th July, 16th July, and 27th July 2021. The first of the three clinics
were held in Bracklyn Estate and last session was held in the local Delvin village hall.
The Bracklyn community engagement team commenced door to door visits to local residents within
2 km of the proposed development. These visits were on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 7th September 2020. These
visits were subsequently stopped due to safety regarding the Covid 10 pandemic. The 2 km criteria
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was selected as it represented just over 10-times the overall tip height of the proposed turbines which
had emerged as the preferred turbine height based on the assessment of project alternatives.
A detailed A4 brochure (see Appendix 3) was distributed as part of this door to door visitation and
included the following information:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Location map of the proposed development
Information on Bracklyn Wind Farm Ltd.
Details on number & location of proposed turbines
Details on overall proposed project
The need for wind energy
How wind turbines operate
Safety and Environment
Benefits of the development at local, regional and national level
Project milestones & timelines, and
Local impacts & community Engagement
Contact information for the community liaison team including freephone number &
email/website address were also provided

In total 173 dwellings were visited as part of this door-to-door consultation process. Unfortunately
due to COVID 19 restrictions , door to door consultation halted on the 9th September 202 and letters
were sent to final residents in the area outlining the situation, with a view to revisiting these post the
COVID 19 restrictions (see Appendix 4). In addition, information brochures were emailed to
community groups & organisations.
Local residents were advised of the intention to develop a wind energy project in the area and were
provided with initial design details of the project. They were also advised of the intention to carry out
community consultation meetings and details of where to find out further information. All residents
were provided with contact details of the community engagement team who could be contacted with
any further queries.
It is important to note that at the early stages of the project design, the proposed development
consisted of an 11 turbine wind farm. In September 2020, following environmental appraisal, detailed
consideration of site constraints and early feedback from the community consultation process, two
turbines were removed from the project.
Local community groups were contacted via email on 05.01.2021 with an end of year review of the
proposed development.
Local schools were contacted via email on 06.11.2020 & on 05.01.2021 with updates to the project
and the end of year review.
Telephone consultation
In addition to the measures outlined above a dedicated freephone number (1800 140976) for the
proposed development was launched in May 2020. This was a main telephone line for the local
community to contact should they have any queries, comments or questions regarding BWF.
The phone line enabled all residents or community members to have direct access with the CLO and
indeed any member of the project team. This line has been open in conjunction with the launch of the
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website. All requested information via this method has been responded to depending on availability
of the information required at the time of its request.
Email Consultation
A dedicated email address (Clo@bracklynwindfarm.ie) was also launched in May 2020. This email
address provided the local community with another method of contact. Queries, comments and
requests received via the email address have been dealt with In the same manner as telephone queries
where all communications were responded to.
2.2.1 Promotion of Consultation Clinic Event
As identified above, BWFL hosted 3 no. consultation clinics during July 2020. A number of mechanisms
were used to promote the consultation clinic events including a registration form on the website, radio
advertisements, local paper advertisements and an advertisement on the local Delvin Village
promotional page. A letter was also sent to each resident in the area on the 01 July 2020. (See
Appendix 5)
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the clinics were held in a controlled environment where each member
of the BWF team sat 2.5 meters apart, the member of the public also sat 2.5 meters from the team
and clear screens were placed between the team and the member of the public. Masks were provided
and worn as part of the process. Sanitiser was in place at point of entry and on each table in the room.
Pre-entry into the area of consultation was done via telephone and each area was sanitised before
and after entry.
A checklist was also in place for any Covid-19 symptoms and an offer to reschedule if any member of
the public was feeling unwell. (See Appendix 6)
An offer of a personal call out to the home of a person who was unable to attend the clinic, but
required further information was also offered, of which two were taken up. The CLO from BWFL
conducted 2 no. home visits to residents who were unable to attend the clinic.
2.2.2 Clinic Consultation Events - Day One
A sign in sheet was not provided due to Covid 19 Restrictions, however, attendees had the opportunity
to include their name and contact details to facilitate any further queries. All attendees had requested
their name to stay on the list so as to be made aware of any further information and updates
pertaining to the proposed development.
The first of the three public consultation days took place on Bracklyn Estate, Bracklin, Co.Westmeath
from 12 noon until 8 p.m. on the 15th July 2020.
The time and venue was chosen due to its prominence in the local community, accessibility to
individuals and community groups, the availability of showcasing the identified project area, the
availability of appropriate technology for the display of maps, plans and full illustrations and leaflets
in an understandable format and to maximise participation
The clinic attracted a large number of people who engaged fully with the members from BWFL’s
community engagement team. Over the course of the day, the appointment schedule was fully
booked with 9 slots of 2 participants. All participants chose to leave contact details on file for future
correspondence and agreed to be contacted with further updates on the proposed development. The
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clinic attendees were shown a visual PowerPoint presentation on one screen as well as detailed
mapping of the proposed development and photomontage images from key viewpoints in the
surrounding area.
2.2.3 Clinic Consultation Events - Day Two
In advance of the second consultation event all local representatives were given a phone call and
made aware of the event. The second consultation day was again held on Bracklyn Estate, Bracklin,
Co. Westmeath from 12 noon until 8 p.m. on the 16th July 2020. Over the course of the second day,
the appointment schedule had 9 slots of mostly 2 participants per slot. Each slot consisted of a 40
minute consultation, one on one with the team and the member of the community.
2.2.4 Clinic Consultation Events - Day Three
The third consultation event date was on Monday the 27th July 2020 in Delvin Village Hall, Delvin, Co.
Westmeath, from 12 noon until 9pm. This day was busier, where members of the public whom had
not booked in, were facilitated within the busy schedule. Members of the public who had previously
attended the consultation events at Bracklyn Estate also attended with further queries for the CLO
team and were facilitated to ensure active engagement was maintained. All attendees were again
provided with up-to-date project information.
2.2.5 Public Consultation Overview/Issues Raised
Members of the public were invited to make comments, raise any concerns and opinions regarding
the proposed development during the clinic events and door to door meetings.
Local residents and attendees were given the opportunity to put their names forward to visit an
operational wind farm development, which the CLO would organise at a time that suited them. BWFL
intend, post Covid, to facilitate a group visit when restrictions allow us to do so.
The main issues raised during the consultation process are as follows:
Design of Project
Noise
Map/Location
Ecological Sensitivities
Visual impact
Property Values
Why Bracklyn?
2.3 Impact of Community Consultation on Proposed Development

The feedback received from the public consultation process has been a key contributory factor in
shaping and influencing the design process of the proposed development, in conjunction with scoping
activities and environmental evaluations.
As identified above, some key issues have been identified during the public consultation phase. These
issues are outlined below.
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2.3.1 Design of the Project
The design and proposed location of the project and the turbine location on the land was raised by
numerous members of the public, both on the public information clinics and on door to door visits.
Residents and members of the public were advised that one of the key initial criteria for the selection
of the site as a feasible location was that favourable separation distances could be provided between
wind turbines and dwellings. The public were also advised of the endeavours of BWFL to maximise
these distances would also have to be considered in the context of the environmental constraints
within the site and the requisite spacing between turbines to ensure operational performance. In the
July 2020 clinics, BWFL committed to review the precise turbine locations and, subsequently, some
alterations were made to the layout of the proposed development, this included a reduction in the
number of proposed turbines, from 11 to 9. This was communicated in a letter in October 2020, with
an updated draft map (See Appendix 7).
2.3.2 Noise
The maximisation of setback distances between the wind turbines and dwellings also has the effect of
lowering the potential for noise effects. Noise was again a common theme of the consultation process.
Where concerns were raised, BWFL were able to advise interested parties that noise levels would be
compliant with the limits set out in the Wind Energy Development Guidelines. In addition, BWFL also
advised that the development would be required, by law, to comply with any planning conditions set
out by the Planning Authority
2.3.3 Map & Location
Similar to design of the project, the map and location of the proposed wind turbines was raised by
members of the public. In public consultation, a draft layout map was shown. An updated draft map
was shared with residents & the community in October 2020 via letter. Members of the public were
looking for a definite location of the turbine locations. In response, BWFL advised extensive ongoing
surveying of the area was in progress and a final layout map would be shared with the public once
completed.
2.3.4 Ecological Sensitivities
The ecological sensitivity of the site was also raised by a number of concerned residents. In response,
BWFL advised that the extensive ecological and biodiversity surveying, including birds, bats,
Mammals, aquatic species and habitats, was ongoing by an independent consultancy, across the site
to inform the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). Following the completion of extensive
ecological surveys of the site; it is decided, in addition to feedback from the public regarding the design
of the project, to omit two turbines from the scheme. This decision has the knock-on-effect of further
reducing the likelihood of noise effect and visual impact.
Subsequently, some alterations were made to the layout of the proposed development, this included
a reduction in the number of proposed turbines, from 11 to 9.
2.3.5 Visual Impact
Visual Impact was a common concern raised during the community consultation process. The issue of
visual impact is also closely related to the design and the location of the project. The process of
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maximising the separation distance between dwellings and wind turbines also has the effect of
reducing the potential for significant visual impact.
Some residents raised a concern regarding the Viewpoint images shown in the visual presentation.
They felt there wasn’t sufficient views from these and the BWFL team explained that the final
Viewpoint locations, to be used in the EIAR, would be selected by an independent consultancy in the
process of carrying out a full Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA).
The LVIA will assess the likelihood for significant adverse effects on the landscape and sensitive
receptors. Cable for the BWF will be going underground and BWFL highlighted that this will remove
some visual impact in this regard.
2.3.6 Property Values
A number of residents expressed concern in relation to residential property values in the immediate
area. A number of those who visited the clinic raised concerns about property values in the Bracklyn
area. The BWFL team explained that evidence suggest at a European and UK level, wind farms have
not materially impacted on property values. This a reasonable assumption based on the available
literature. The BWFL team explained that it has often been the case in previous wind energy
developments that BWFL have been involved in, extra income to land owners together with
substantial Community benefit funds have helped support local community projects and helped
ensure that residents benefit directly from the renewable energy development.
2.3.7 Why Bracklyn?
In response to queries raised about the chosen location for the proposed development the BWFL team
highlighted that the site was identified after extensive surveys were carried out in the area. BWFL
explained that there is an anemometer mast which is currently 80 meters high, erected to collect wind
speeds. Wind turbine technology has changed over the last few years and this allows flat low land
areas to work really well with new turbine types. The site shows ample generation of wind speed for
generation of electricity. The aim is to maximise energy production towards green energy targets laid
out in the Department of Environment, Climate Action and Communications. It is a clean source of
energy and sustainable which is a positive in the area.
Every reasonable effort was made to listen, take into consideration and understand the views of those
living in proximity to the proposed BWF development.
2.4 Ongoing Consultation
Contact details of the community engagement team have been provided to the public throughout the
door to door consultations, via letter and at clinic events. It has been shared on the BWFL website and
on the Delvin Village Community website as well as shared in the local newspapers and advertised on
local radio.
In May 2020, BWFL launched a dedicated project website, www.bracklynwindfarm.ie. The website is
an additional communications channel to inform members of the public about the proposed
development and regular updates are provided. Details for the proposed location, layout drawings
and dedicated contact details for the project can be found on the website.
It is noted that a local action/lobby group has been set-up within the local area. The Delvin Raharney
Wind Action Group are locally identified as a wind information group. The CLO contacted this group
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via letter in December 2020 and via phone call in January 2021 extending an invite to meet with the
BWF team.
After a series of emails and letters BWFL met with members of Delvin Raharney Wind Action Group
on the 14th of June 2021, on Bracklyn Estate. Again this meeting, which lasted approximately 45
minutes, was conducted in a manner consistent with prevailing regulations and guidance pertaining
to the Covid 19 pandemic. In this meeting, all questions regarding the BWF project were answered
and BWF team offered further engagement opportunities to these members or any other members
should they require them. As explained, community engagement will continue into the future of the
proposed development.
2.5 Socio- Economic Benefits
BWF acknowledges that the Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland - Guidelines for
Community Engagement stipulates that wind energy developers should identify enduring economic
and socio-economic benefit to the communities concerned from the proposed development.
These benefits which were expressed in brochures, in consultation clinics and door to door visits, are
explained further in the sections below.
2.5.1 Short Term
At a Local Level, it will ensure the continuity of enterprise and employment in the area. It is expected
that up to 120 workers would be employed on the project at peak. This will, in turn, have a beneficial
effect on the local economy through the generation of local employment and the potential for
increased expenditure in local shops and service providers. At a regional level additional employment
will be created through the supply of services and materials such as aggregates and construction
materials, to the wind farm.
Separately, a grant of planning permission is likely to be accompanied by a requirement to pay a
development contribution to Westmeath County Council in respect of public infrastructure. This
substantial payment will result in benefits to the local community such as upgrading of roads, waste
water facilities, water supply infrastructure, community facilities and amenities.
2.5.2 Long Term
Employment
Once operational, the wind farm will support long term, high quality jobs in operation and
maintenance as well as ancillary functions.
Rates
Once in operation; rates, estimated to be €800,000 per annum, that will be paid by BWFL to
Westmeath County Council will support the provision of local services in respect of public
infrastructure. This substantial payment will result in benefits to the community such as upgrading
roads, waste water facilities, water supply infrastructure, community facilities and amenities.
Government Policy
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The proposed BWF will play a worthy part in assisting Ireland’s commitment to increasing its
renewable energy sources in the post 2020 period with the production of renewable electricity.
Government policy, arising from the Climate Action Plan 2019 to Tackle Climate Breakdown 2019 to
generate 70% of electricity from renewable sources by 2030 is an increase from its previous target of
55%.
Air Quality
The generation of electricity due to the installation of the proposed wind farm will lead to a net saving
in terms of nitrogen oxides (NOx) emissions. The proposed wind farm will have an export capacity of
in excess of 50 MW and an assumed capacity factor of 34%, therefore the power generation from the
development is expected to be approximately 149 GWh per annum. The supply of c. 149 GWh of
renewable electricity to the national grid will lead to a net saving in terms of NOX emissions which may
have been emitted from fossil fuels to produce electricity.
2.5.3 Neighbour Scheme
The proposed Neighbour Scheme will offer electricity bill payers living within 1km of a wind turbine
an annual contribution of €1,000 towards their electricity usage.
2.5.4 Renewable Electricity Support Scheme
BWFL is committed to operating a community benefit fund in accordance with the Wind Energy
Ireland best practice and it will be available to the community at a rate of €2 euro per megawatt hour
(MWh) produced, should RESS be awarded. An investment of approximately €16,000 per turbine per
year for up to 15 years, is committed to on BWFL. There will also be a community investment element
available where there will be an opportunity for all local residents to participate if they wish to do so.
The structure for the investment scheme will form part of the Renewable Energy Support Scheme
(RESS) design; however, the precise arrangements for the RESS have not yet been published.
The fund will be administered by a committee set up by the operations department of BWFL. Members
of the local community are also likely to be appointed to the committee, thus allowing the local
community to prioritise the fund for the projects which matter most. Local community groups will be
invited to submit funding requests to the committee and preference will be given to local projects,
thereby contributing to the vitality of the local population, and to projects which are considered to
represent an environmental benefit or incorporate a renewable energy element into the project. This
fund will be made available, and distributed annually, for up to 15 years. A full transparent record of
all projects funded and made publicly accessible on the website and included in periodic newsletters
to the local community.
Since the 7th January 2021 a community benefits registration of interest is available on the BWF
website (see Appendix 8)
3.0 Conclusions
BWF has actively engaged, consulted and maintained dialogue with the local community and other
stakeholders from an early stage, during the pre-application of this project. The consultation process
has been an extremely valuable exercise and has provided a detailed and enhanced understanding of
the key issues and concerns of the local community, which have ultimately helped shape the final
project design.
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The objective of the of the public consultation process was to ensure the widest possible consultation
with individuals, communities and other stakeholders from the commencement of the project in
observance with the best industry practices. Every effort was made to identify those to engage with,
in a flexible and facilitative manner, in order to build strong and effective relationships with those that
will live in the wider vicinity of the proposed wind farm.
Community engagement will be maintained throughout the different stages of the project, right
through construction to the entirety of the operational phase and through to decommissioning.
During the planning and consents stage, the CLO will remain available to the community in relation to
any local issues and requirements that may arise and respond in a timely manner. It is intended that
this best-in-class approach to good-neighbour community consultation will be continued throughout
the construction and operation stage and included in an updated Community Liaison Strategy as part
of a wider Construction Stage and Operation Stage Management Plan.
BWF will eagerly prioritise community issues, particularly during construction phase e.g., advance
warning of any temporary road closures, management of traffic flows and execution of all required
mitigation measures and will keep the local community apprised of the net economic benefits of the
project, particularly for the local community, through newsletters and periodic updates on the
website.
Post-construction and during the operation stage, BWFL shall submit an annual report to the Local
Authority of all communications and information provided, queries received, responses to same,
recording if these are ongoing or resolved, which will be published on a dedicated and transparent
register, available online.
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Appendix 2 – Initial Letter – Residents
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