
































































































)OC 6.
Estate Manager - Oak6eld Park

FK)Itr
Sent
Tc) :
Sul8ece

Lisa Connolly
Friday 25 September 2020 15:13
Estate Manager - Oakfield Park

FW: Concerns reganEng the release of toxins into the Raphoe area via reopening of
quarry.

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

For the attention of Mr Gerard Convey

Dear Mr Convey,

As a land owner at Craigs Raf)hoe and an expert in the health risk posed by chemicals to humans and the
environment, I wish to raise concerns surrounding the planning permission (#19/52015) recently granted by Donegal
County Council for the reopening of a quany within the area.

My major expert concern regards the reopening and mining of an area which is commonly acknowledged to be a
historical illegal landfill site. Throughout the 60’s and 7CYs this area was used for the dumping ofdornestic waste.
Consequentty this area likely contains toxins/chemicals emanating from plastic, electrical goods and batteries. It is

anticipated thqt mining may release toxins from this area into the local water systems and air which could have
serious detriqiental effects on surrounding ecologial and human health. Chemials of concern include for aample;
plasticisers i4plastio (e.g. phthalates and bisphenols}, polychlorinated bisphenols (PCBs) which were historially
used in e}ectrital goods, brominated flame retardants {BFrs) used in electrical goods plus furniture and textiles,
heavy metals such as mercury from batterie£

Tbese are persistent chemials which do not break down easily in the environment and are therefore extremely
persistent within landfills. Many have been banned over the last 30 years due to theIr dangerous nature but can still
be released from landfill sites. It is well known that exposure to such chemicals can cause extremeIY detrimental
effects on heakh including cancer, infertility, dIabetes, neurological damage, immune system compromise and
miscarriage. The most vulnerable group is the developing foetus and children, but adult populations are also
vulnerable. These health effects can occur in humans, agricultural animals and wildlife.

Please note that the above are my personal opinions and concerns. I ask that you highlight these concerns as a
matter of urgency to protect the people, animals and environment in the surrounding area wIthin Raphoe.

Sincerety,
Lisa Connolly.

Professor Lisa Connolly
Chair in Toxin Food Safety
Coordinator of the Marie Curie ITN PROTECTED (http g/protected.eu.com/)
Partner EU.H2020 pn8ect FREIA (www.freiaproj8c£eu)

nIe Institute hr GkanI Rxxt Secwtty
Schcxi cf Bkiogknl Scbncns
Queen’s UrlwdtyBeHast
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Belhg BT9 5DL
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Mary Harte <1 }>
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To

30c g
Estate Manager - Oak$eId Park

From:
Sent
To:

Subject

Friday 25 September 2020 15:35
Estate Manager - Oakfield Park
Fwd: Raphoe quarry etc

Hi David

can you print off....my printer has run out of ink...again
thanks

Mary Harte, Director Beltaine Productions

IUaryHarte Unkedin.

+353 86 171 8414
+353 74 91 45702

––--– Forwarded message –-.–
From: Ernail Notification
Date: Thu, Sep 24, 2020 at 3:00 PM
Subject: Raphoe quarry etc

Mary,

As you know I’ve been writing a book about Adomngn and his associations with Raphoe. I’ve been trying to study
the town and its environs (mainly from the texts and maps etc) but haven’t carried out any fieldwork there.
Regarding the proposed quarry at Craig’s Hill(?) you spoke to me about, it strikes me that there might be three ways
that it could potentially impact on the archaeology of the area.

1. I am not sure how extensive it will be but I assume that it will also grow over the years. To my knowledge no
archaeological monument has been identified in the precise area of the quarry, although in the past the
authorities were not as careful about having such sites checked in advance of development and it is possibte
that things were removed without proper examination. However –although Donegal is not often associated
with good agricultural land - we know that the eastern part of the county has some of the best land in
Ireland. This was obvious to people in ancient times also and consequently it is absolutely crammed with
archaeological monuments visible on the surface - a reflection of the intense settlement on the good land in
the area since Mesolithic times. In addition we know that new sites are constantly coming to light in the
area through casual disturbance of the soil - e.g. the recent discovery of the Bronze Age gold rings at nearby
Tullydonnell. But it is also absolutely clear that these surface monuments are only the tip of an iceberg. For
instance the application of new geophysical survey is revealing exponentially larger numbers of sites (or the
greater complexities and extents of already known sites) wherever it is used. The same is true for forms of
aerial survey through Lidar and drone surveillance under differing weather conditions. To my knowledge no
such surveys have been conducted at or near the proposed quarry site.
The proposed quarry is adjacent to the very large anomaly to the west which you and I have been
speculating about as a possible archaeological feature for several years – although I haven’t followed it up
with any detailed inspection etc. The site appears to be (sub)circular and sloping down the hillside facing
across the valley to the archaeologicaIly very important Croghan Hill, with considenbte numbers of
confirmed archaeological sites in between. As you know, the feature is so large as not to be visible up close

2.
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Appendix to Raphoe Town and Village Renewal Application 2019

A Brief History Of Raphoe

Applicant Details: Raphoe Community in Action Limited

Name of Town / Village: Raphoe Co Donegal

Mr Martin Laird/Mary Harte

Volt House Raphoe Co Donegal

raphoetidy@.eircom.net

Office 074 9145692 Mob I

Contact Name:

Address:

Email :

Telephone:
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