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1. INTRODUCTION

1.0.1 A planning application has been prepared in respect of a proposed Vehicle Underpass of Runway
16/34. This is an airfield safety project, required to improve operational safety and efficiency at
the airport . The Underpass is proposed centrally withinthe  airfield at Dublin Airport . Th e subject
site incorporates Pier 3 and surrounding stands , Apron Taxiway 4, the Taxiway F -2, Runway
16/34 (the crosswind runway ), Taxiway W1 and W2 and the West Apron ,see Figure 1-1.

1.0.2 The West Apron is an area of apron west of Runway 16/34, comprising 16 NBE (harrow body)
and 8 WB (wide body)  stands. It is used inter alia to support cargo operations, General Aviation
and provision of contingency aircraft stands. It is an integral part of the infrastructure of the
DLUSRUW W LV FXUUHQWO\ DFFHVVHG E\ D VXUIDFH ESRWMLQJ RI 5XQZD\
&URVVLQJY RU E\ WKH DLUILHOG SHULPHWHU URDGY 8VH RI WKH :HVW $SUF
coordination and adherence to strict operating procedures to ensure safety and is coordinated
between Airside Management Unit and Air Traffic Contro I. Using the perimeter roads entails an
8km perimeter journey which is highly inefficient in terms of managing airport operations, and
results in increased travel time, fuel consumption, and vehicle emissions.

1.0.3 Use of the West Apron Crossing will become in creasingly challenging on opening of the North
Runway in 2022. Once in operation, Runway 16/34 will primarily operate as a taxiway, meaning
the area currently used by the West Apron Crossing will increase, from aircraft accessing the
North Runway. Accordi  ngly, an underpass of 16/34 is required for both operational safety and
efficiency reasons and is proposed between Pier 3 and the West Apron, see Figure 1-2.
If permitted, the Underpass will allow complete segregation of vehicles from aircraft and enable

fast, reliable and safe access that is critical for the continued use of the West Apron.
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