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Volume 1: Main Environmental Impact Assessment Report
Chapter 6: Population and Human Health

6.8.16

6.8.17

6.8.18

Annoyance is the most reported non-auditory health effect associated with noise with sleep disturbance
also being common with certain vulnerable groups (such as the elderly, new-borns and shift workers).

Those sensitive human health receptors located within the immediate vicinity of the site would
experience the greatest noise effects and therefore this has only been assessed at the SA scale.

The impact magnitude of noise effects on human health is considered to be of low magnitude due to
noise levels not exceeding demolition and enabling noise limits. Residential receptors in close proximity
to the site are considered to have a high sensitivity to change in the noise environment; therefore, any
auditory and non-auditory health effects during the demolition and construction stage would be
Temporary, Not Significant to Slight, Negative in nature and Not Significant in terms of EIA.

Transport and Accessibility Effects

6.8.19

6.8.20

6.8.21

6.8.22

6.8.23

6.8.24

The transport assessment in Chapter 7: Transport and Accessibility of this EIAR Volume reports that
during the peak demolition and construction period (in 2024) there would be a maximum additional
156 vehicle movements per day (of which 44 would be heavy goods vehicles (HGV). This increase in
vehicle movements is reported to be temporary, slight, negative in nature and not significant in terms
of EIA in relation to pedestrian severance, delay, amenity, fear, and intimidation.

The assessment also reports that it is anticipated that there may be some driver delay at times during
the demolition and construction stage. However, the CEMP would commit to ensuring deliveries are co-
ordinated to ensure vehicles are not waiting on the local highway, and wherever feasible deliveries
would be undertaken outside peak hours and the effect would be temporary, slight, negative in nature
and not-significant in terms of EIA. However, some level of annoyance and stress amongst local
residents and road users may occur due to the potential for increased journey times.

The assessment does not indicate a prevailing road safety issue which could be made worse by the
demolition and construction works and reports the effect on accidents and safety to be temporary,
slight negative and not-significant in terms of EIA.

Vulnerable groups in society would be affected most by the increase in traffic levels. Those such as
young children and the elderly may experience negative health impacts. The elderly may experience
annoyance from increased noise, whereas young children are at higher risk of road accidents and health
impacts associated with potential air pollution.

Cyclists and pedestrians using the local road network may experience increased fear of accidents and
injuries. Any increase in traffic also increases the risk of accidents resulting in injuries and potentially
death of road users, especially for more vulnerable road users, such as the young and the elderly.

The increase in vehicle movements and the resulting effects on human health as a result of the
demolition and construction of the proposed development would be localised to within the SA. The
impact magnitude of traffic and transport effects on human health is considered to be low due to no
significant effects being reported in the transport chapter. Road users, pedestrians and cyclists are all
considered to be of high sensitivity; therefore, health effects associated with increased traffic during
the demolition and construction stage would be Temporary, Not Significant to Slight, Negative in nature
and Not Significant in terms of EIA.

Amenity Effects

6.8.25

6.8.26

The landscape and visual impact assessment (LVIA) in EIAR Volume 2, Chapter 1: Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment reports that the site is located in an area that has had successive recent
developments of a similar scale to the proposed development. Landscape and visual effect during
demolition and construction are generally reported as Temporary, slight, negative in nature and not
significant in terms of EIA.

Visual disturbances can become a focus for concern and anxiety. The built environment can impact on
public health and the way that people utilise their environment. The built environment can also
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6.8.27

6.8.28

6.8.29
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influence physical activity which in turn can cause health impacts. The natural environment is known
to have a restorative function in that it reduces stress and anxiety levels.

Light pollution from the built environment can also have a negative health impact through annoyance,
discomfort and loss of visual environment and visibility.

Residents may experience feelings of decreased quality of life during the demolition and construction
stage which can cause anxiety and concern as well as decreased wellbeing; however, as the area has
undergone a period of change, transitioning from an agricultural to an industrial and commercial area
it is thought nearby residents would be considered to be more resilient to change.

In terms of amenity effects on population and human health, the magnitude of effect is considered to
be low on a receptor of high sensitivity; therefore, the effect would be Temporary, Not Significant
to Slight, Negative in nature and Not Significant in terms of EIA.

Operation Effects

Employment Generation

6.8.30

6.8.31

6.8.32

Once operational the proposed development would employ approximately 45 full time equivalent (FTE)
staff members on-site. Additional to this would be the ad-hoc attendance of maintenance contractors
and visitors. It is anticipated that the data centers would be in operation on a shift basis with reduced
numbers presented during night shifts.

Health benefits associated with employment would be felt most if employment is taken up by those
who are currently unemployed or who are in short-term temporary employment. The scale of the
employment opportunities is unlikely to have any health benefits at the population level, although
individuals may benefit if they find employment and are moving from an unemployed status.

The magnitude of effect of increased employment on population and human health is considered to be
of low magnitude at the SA scale on a receptor of high sensitivity. The effect would therefore be Long-
term to Permanent, Not Significant to Slight, Positive in nature and Not Significant in terms of
EIA. The ED and SDC scale are of medium sensitivity, therefore, health effects associated with
employment generation (low magnitude) during operation at these scales would be Long-term to
Permanent, Imperceptible, Positive in nature and Not Significant in terms of EIA.

Air Quality Effects

6.8.33

6.8.34

6.8.35

The air quality assessment in Chapter 8: Air Quality of this EIAR Volume considers the air quality effects
during operation.

As discussed above, air quality impacts have the potential to affect health in a variety of ways, in
particular targeting vulnerable groups such as children, the elderly and those with respiratory problems.

The magnitude of effect of air quality effects on human health is considered to be of low magnitude on
a receptor of high sensitivity. Those sensitive human health receptors located within the immediate
vicinity of the site would experience the greatest air quality effects and therefore this has only been
assessed at the SA scale.; The effect would be Long-term to Permanent, Not Significant to Slight,
Negative in nature and Not Significant in terms of EIA.

Noise Effects

6.8.36

6.8.37

6-6

There would be noise impacts during operation of the proposed development from the plant and
servicing that have the potential to cause effects to human health. Noise impacts

The noise and vibration assessment in Chapter 9: Noise and Vibration of this EIAR volume reports that
based on the predicted mitigated noise levels and distanced to receptors, the predicted operational
noise rating levels meet the required limits and would be considered Long-term to Permanent, Slight,
Negative in nature and Not Significant in terms of EIA.
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