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Volume 1: Main Environmental Impact Assessment Report
Chapter 13: Climate Change

13 CLIMATE CHANGE

13.1 Introduction

13.1.1 This chapter of the EIAR reports on the likely significant Climate Change effects to arise from the
demolition and construction stage, and the operation stage of the proposed development.

13.1.2 The chapter describes the climate change policy context; the methods used to assess the potential
impacts and likely effects; the baseline conditions at and surrounding the site; the likely climate change
effects taking into consideration embedded mitigation; the need for additional mitigation and
enhancement; the significance of residual effects; and cumulative effects.

13.1.3 There are no technical appendices associated with this chapter.

13.1.4 The assessment has been informed by the following legislation, policies, and published guidance:
o International Legislation:

- The Paris Agreement, which builds upon the United National Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC)?;

- Kyoto Protocol of the UNFCCC?;
- European Union (EU) Nationally Determined Contribution (INDCs)3 under the UNFCCC;

- European Union Emission Trading Scheme (2015)%;
. National Legislation and Policy:

- The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Act 2015 (Amendment Bill 2021)5;
- Government of Ireland National Mitigation Plan (2017)¢;
- Government of Ireland Climate Action Plan (2021)7;

- Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 20218,

1 UNFCCC, 2015, Paris Agreement. Available at: https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement [Accessed
12/04/2021].

2 UNFCCC, 1998, Kyoto Agreement. Available at https://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol. [Accessed 25/08/2022]

3 UNFCCC, 2016. NDC User Guide. Available at:
https://unfccc.int/files/focus/indc_portal/application/pdf/ndc_parties_userguide_version_1__may_2016_(2).pdf [Accessed 25/08/2022].

4 EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS). Available at: https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets_en [Accessed 25/08/2022].

5 Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2021. Available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/984d2-climate-action-and-low-
carbon-development-amendment-bill-2020/ [Accessed 25/08/2022].

6 Department of noBBr_:_nm:o:m Q.anm >nn_oz & Environment. National Mitigation Plan (2017). Available at: https:

.pdf [Accessed 25/08/2022].

7 Government of Ireland. Climate Action Plan (2021). Available at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/ [Accessed
25/08/2022].

8 Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act 2021. Available at: Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Act
2021 (irishstatutebook.ie) [Accessed 25/08/22].

9 Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly. no_._uo_‘mnm Plan 2019-2024 (2019). Available at: https://emra.ie

.pdf [Accessed 22/08/2022].

10 gastern and Midland Regional Assembly. Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (2017). Available at: https://emra.i

.pdf [Accessed 22/08/2022].

u SDCC, 2019. South Dublin Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) 2019-2024 [online]. Available at: SDCC's Climate Change Action Plan - SDCC
[Accessed 25/08/2022].
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o Regional Policy:
- Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Corporate Plan 2019-2024°;

- Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy!?;
° Local Policy:

- South Dublin County Council (SDCC) Climate Change Action Plan 2019-202411;

- SDCC 2020 - 2024 Corporate Plan, Theme 4 Environment, water and climate change, Objective
1: Create a sustainable low carbon and climate-resilient county?;

- South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2022-2028 (2022)13
° Guidance and Industry Standards:

- Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (IEMA), Environmental Impact
Assessment: Guide to assessing GHG emissions and evaluating their significance 2nd edition
(2022)14,

- IEMA’s Environmental Impact Assessment Guide to Climate Change Resilience and Adaptation
(2020)1%3;

- Environmental Protection Agency research, National Risk Assessment of Impacts of Climate
Change: Bridging the Gap to Adaptation Action (2016)16;

- Ireland’s Climate Change Advisory council report (2018)'7;

- EPA’s Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environment Impact Assessment Reports
(2022)18;

- PAS 2080:2016 Carbon management in infrastructure!®; and

- RICS Guidance Whole life carbon assessment for the built environment (2017)20,

13.2 Assessment Scope

13.2.1 There is currently no specific climate change assessment guidance in Ireland and therefore, this chapter
provides a preliminary assessment of the potential climate impacts and effects from the demolition and
construction, and operation stages of the proposed development, following the methodology set out in
IEMA’s aforementioned guidances!#!>. However, terminology regarding the scale of impacts has been
altered to reflect that set out in the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Guidelines!® on the
information to be contained in Environment Impact Assessment Reports.

12 SDCC, 2020. Corporate Plan (2020) [online]. Available at: https://www.sdcc.ie/en/services/our-council/policies-and-plans/corporate-plan/ [Accessed
25/08/2022].

13 SDCC, 2022. South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2022-2028 [online]. Available at: https://www.sdcc.ie/en/devplan2022/adopted-
plan/county-development-plan-written-statement/county-development-plan-written-statement.pdf [Accessed on 25/08/2022].

14 IEMA, 2022. Institute of Environmental Zm:mmmamzﬁ & >mmmmm3m:n (IEMA) Guide to Assessing GHG Emissions and Evaluating Their Significance 2nd
ma_n_o: Lincoln. ~m2> ><m__mc_m at: https:

0d3a2d6712 [Accessed 25/08/2022].

15 IEMA, 2020, Climate Change Resilience and Adaptation. Available at: https://www.iema.net/resources/reading-room/2020/06/26/iema-eia-guide-to-
climate-change-resilience-and-adaptation-2020 [Accessed 25/08/2022].

16 gpa xmmmm_‘n: ANOHS 2mﬂ_o:m_ Risk >mmmmm3m:~ of Impacts of Climate Change: Bridging the Gap to >n_m_u8n_o: Action Available at:

.pdf [Accessed 30/09/2022].

18 Environmental Protection >om:n<‘ 2022. Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR). Available
at: https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/assessment/EIAR_Guidelines_2022_Web.pdf [Accessed 22/08/2022].

19 BSi, 2016, PAS2080 Carbon management in infrastructure.

Available at: https://shop.bsigroup.com/ProductDetail?pid=000000000030323493 [Accessed Nm\om\mommu

20 RICS., 2017., Whole life carbon assessment for the built environment. Available at: https:
émcm;m\Bma_m\:miw\E:o_m life-carbon-assessment-for-the--built-environment-november-2017.

ﬁ ;nnmmmma 22/08/2022].
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