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8.9.3.3.3 Buildings and Artificial Surfaces - BL3

This habitat comprises buildings and artificial surfaces. The artificial surfaces include all hard-
standing areas i.e., the existing car parking spaces, pathways, and road leading to the main
buildings. Existing buildings on Site include the Chapel, the Archive building, Milltown Park
House and Extensions and Tabor House (Figure 8.g).

Figure 8.9: BL3 Habitat — Buildings and Artificial Surfaces.

Both the Chapel and Tabor House have been deemed to have the potential to host roosting
bats given the existing potential access points to the roof space of the buildings. These
buildings are being retained although they will undergo renovation works (See section
8.9.3.6.3 for further details). Milltown Park House has low bat roost potential and is proposed
for demolition.

Accounting for the above, this habitat, or more specifically Tabor House and the Chapel
buildings, has been assigned a value of Local Importance - Higher Value. This does not apply
to the tarmacadam surfaces at the Site or the other buildings marked for demolition.

The potential impact on bat species is discussed in detail in Section 8.11.

8.9.3.3.4 Dry Meadows & Grassy Verges — G52

This habitat is the dominant habitat type at the Site and makes up much of the central area.
What was once likely improved amenity grassland (GA2) has transitioned to GS2 over time
with an infrequent mowing regime and lack of management. This has resulted in a mixed-
height sward with some tussocky patches interspersed (Figure 8.10).

Within the main body of this habitat i.e., the tussocky field in the centre of the Site, grass
species dominate with grasses such as Cock’s-foot (Dactylis glomerata), Creeping Bent-grass
Agrostis stolonifera) and Perennial Rye-grass (Lolium perenne) present.

Forb species recorded include frequent Meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris), occasional
Cleavers (Gallium aparine), occasional Dandelion (Taraxacum officinal)e, occasional Creeping
Buttercup (Ranunculus repens), occasional Ribwort Plantain (Plantago lanceolatea), rare
Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa), and rare Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylivm).
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Inthe west of the Site, where GS2 margin habitat meets the Prunus sp. Treeline and the scrub
habitat beyond, the species composition comprises lager forbs including dominant Winter
Heliotrope (Petasites pyrenaicus), abundant Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), frequent Blue
Anenome (Anemonoides apennina), frequent Cleavers, frequent Meadow buttercup, frequent
Hogweed, occasional Broad-leaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius), occasional Daffodil (Narcissus
sp.), occasional Bramble (Rubus fruticosus), occasional Dandelion and occasional Creeping
Buttercup.

In the north-east of the Site, GS2 habitat is taller and scrubbier in nature and comprises
species such as abundant Creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), rare Spear thistle (Cirsium
wulgare), abundant Dock, occasional Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), and frequent Meadow
buttercup, Creeping Buttercup, Ribwort Plantain and Dandelion.

This habitat has been assigned a value of Local Importance — Lower Value.

Figure 8.10: GS2 Habitat — Dry Meadows and Grassy Verges.

8.9.3.3.5 Mixed Broadleaf/Conifer Woodland - WD2

There are two distinct woodland areas located within the Site which comprise Mixed
Broadleaf/Conifer Woodland (WD2) habitat. These are located to the northwest and
northeast/east of the Site as shown in the habitat map (Figure 8.7). These woodland areas
contain a mixture of native and non-native species of varying age profiles (immature and
mature trees present).

These woodland areas comprise the following tree species: Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Beech
(Fagus sylvatica), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Yew (Taxus baccata), dense Holly (/lex
aquifolium), Poplar (Populus spp.), Bay Laurel (Laurus nobilis), Elder (Sambucus nigra), Leyland
cypress (Cupressus x leylandii), Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris), and Elm (Ulmus spp.). The north-
eastern/eastern woodland understorey is dominated by Climbing vy, Winter Heliotrope; with
abundant Bramble, Common Nettle and Cleavers; frequent Hogweed, Wood Avens (Geum
urbanum), Lords and Ladies (Arum maculatum); and occasional Lesser Celandine (Ficaria
verna,).

The north-eastern woodland contains some very mature Beech trees, along with an
understorey comprised of the same species as above, with the addition of more
grassland/edge species such as occasional Meadow buttercup, Dock species, and Dandelion.
These woodlands host a wide diversity of species and are present on historical maps as far
back as 1837 (6-inch map 1837-1842 (OSI, 2023)). The Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan
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2021 — 2025, section 5.15 highlights the importance of trees and hedges as wildlife corridors
within the City's green infrastructure network (Dublin City Council, 2021) and the importance
of maintaining ecological connectivity between these types of green spaces in Dublin City.
Accounting for the above, this habitat has been assigned a value of Regional/County
Importance.

Invasive species were also recorded within this habitat type however these are discussed in a
separate section below (Section 8.9.3.4).
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Figure 8.11: Image
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of from within the north-eastern woodland area. Understorey is dominated
largely by lvy and Winter Heliotrope.
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looking towards the buildings located within the Site boundary.

8.9.3.3.6 Scattered Trees and Parkland - WDs5

This habitat type is located in the northern section of the Site, next to the gate at Sandford
Road, and the adjoining entrance road to the carpark. Where the grassland meets the road,
along the verge, opportunistic species have grown (Figure 8.13). Scattered on the grassland
itself are mature tree species such as Hazel (Corylus avelana), Lime (Tilia sp.), and Sycamore.
The understorey is comprised of generic GS2 Dry meadows species as described previously
in the Report. A Beech hedgerow separates this area from the GS2 Dry Meadows and Grassy
Verges habitat at the main entrance.

This habitat has been assigned a value of Local Importance — Lower Value.
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Figure 8.13: Parkland with scattered trees adjacent to the main entrance in the north.

8.9.3.3.7 Hedgerows - WL1

There are few examples of this habitat present on Site. A planted Beech hedgerow is located
at the western side of the Sites main entrance gate. Directly south of the Scattered Trees and
Parkland (WDs) habitat lies a low and broken hedgerow comprised of Beech and Blackthorn
(Prunus spinosa), which separates the WDg woodland from the GS2 grassland habitat. This

latter hedgerow could be described as low linear scrub due to its poor condition (See figure
Figure 8.14 below)
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Figure 8.14: Poor quality hedgerow in the north of the Site.

The Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan highlights the importance of trees and hedgerows,
specifically species-rich hedgerows, as wildlife corridors and their role within the City's green
infrastructure network. However, the small sections of hedgerow present are not considered
species-rich owing to a distinct lack of diversity of species within the hedgerow. In addition,
the latter hedgerow is in poor condition and provides little value in terms of shelter/cover,
and food sources for birds or commuting corridors for wildlife.

As such, this habitat is considered to be of Local Importance - Lower Value.

8.9.3.3.8 Treelines - WL2

There are a number of treelines on Site. These include:

e Onetreeline runs along the western Site boundary comprising Cherry (Prunus avium)
tree species.

e Two treelines run north to south along the centre of the Site adjacent to the existing
buildings, comprising Holly tree species (Figure 8.15).

e One treeline runs along the eastern extent of the carpark that bounds the WD2
woodland habitat and comprises species such as Holly, Lawson Cypress
(Chamaecyparis lawsoniana), Monterey Cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa), Atlantic
Blue Cedar (Cedrus Atlantica) (Figure 8.16).
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e And finally, one treeline of mixed tree species at the proposed Site entrance to the
southeast comprising Yew and a very mature Beech.

Mature trees contained within these treelines can prove important habitat for certain species.
For example, in providing cover or suitable nesting/roosting habitat for birds, and in providing
commuting corridors for mammals. The Treelines to the west and centre of the Site will be
removed to facilitate the works.
The Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan highlights the importance of trees and hedges as
wildlife corridors and their role within the City’s green infrastructure network.
Therefore, the habitat is considered to be of Regional/County Importance.

6: Treeline located within the eastern central part of the Site.

Figure 8.1
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8.9.3.3.9 Scrub - WSa

Scrub (Figure 8.17) occurs predominantly along the west and north-western extent of the
Site boundary with a small patch occurring behind the chapel building and just northwest of
the existing carpark. This habitat is Bramble dominant, with abundant Winter Heliotrope,
Nettle and Hogweed; frequent Cleavers and occasional Meadow Buttercup. Invasive species
have been recorded along the area of scrub to the west and north-west. Invasive species are
discussed in detail in section 8.9.3.4 below.
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Figure 8.17: Scrub with Bramble (dominant) to the west of the Site.

This habitat can provide an important food source locally for insects and garden bird species.
As such, this habitat is considered to be of Local Importance — Higher Value.

8.9.3.3.10 Ornamental/Non-native Shrub - WS3

The overgrown flowerbeds around the buildings are planted with ornamental and non-native
tree and shrub species e.g., palm species and some occasional Silver Birch (Betula pendula)
(Figure 8.18). Accounting for this, habitat is considered to be of Less than Local
Importance.
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Figure 8.18: Ornamental Shrubs located in the south of the Site (Palm and Greater Periwinkle).

8.9.3.3.11 Non-native shrub and Dry meadows mosaic (WS3/GS2)

This habitat occurs in small pockets located around the Tabor House building, where
ornamental and non-native shrub species meet dry meadows habitat . Species here comprise
of New Zealand Broadleaf Griselinia littoralis, Butterfly Bush (Buddleja davidii) with an
understorey of dominated by grasses, and frequent lvy, Dandelion, Germander Speedwell
(Veronica chamaedrys), Bramble, Creeping Buttercup, Ribwort Plantain; occasional Cleavers,
Daisy (Bellis perennis), Dock and rare Meadow Buttercup.

This habitat is considered to be of Less than Local Importance.

8.9.3.4 Invasive Alien Plant Species

Several IAPSs were recorded on Site on 03" March 2023 and 25" April 2023. These include:

e Butterfly Bush.

e Cherry Laurel (Prunus laurocerasus).

e Himalayan Honeysuckle (Leycesteria formosa).
e Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus).

e Spanish Bluebell (Hyacinthoides hispanica*).

e Three-cornered Leek (Allium triqguetrum®).

o Traveller's Joy (Clematis vitalba).

e  Winter Heliotrope (Petasites pyrenaicus).

Of this list, only two species (those with an *) are high-impact species listed on the Third
Schedule of European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations (S.1. 477 of
2011). The Medium impact invasive species recorded on Site include Butterfly Bush,
Traveller's Joy, and Himalayan Honeysuckle.

In addition, Ragwort (Jacobaea vulgaris) which is not an invasive plant species but is
considered a noxious weed under the Noxious Weeds Act, 1936 (and amended), was also
recorded along the grassy verges contiguous to the carpark.
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The habitat map (Figure 8.7) shows the precise location of the invasive species where they
occur across the Site. For the most part, invasive species were restricted to the perimeter of
the Site and no invasive plant species were found to occur in the centre of the Site which is
comprised of GS2 grassland habitat.

Invasive species were recorded on-site during ecological surveys conducted previously by JBA
in 2019/20, and Invasive Plant Solutions. On foot of these observations, the client approved
the immediate deployment of bio-security measures and the commencement of an active
herbicide treatment regime, spanning April, May and June 2021. The purpose of these initial
measures was to protect the plant stands from disturbance, through the erection of fencing
and signage, and to mitigate the risk of seed dispersal and plant reproduction by the spot
application of approved herbicide. Subsequent IAPS surveys have been conducted at the Site
in December 2020, April and September 2021, April 2022, and March and April 2023 to
determine the extent of IAPS on Site (Figure 8.1g). The results of which have informed an
update to the management plan, as necessary, by Invasive Plant Solutions (2023).

The management plan along with any further recommendations for the treatment of IAPS
on Site are detailed in Section 8.12, Mitigations below.

Figure 8.19: Invasive Alien Plant Species on Site with Signage and Fencing.
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8.9.3.5 Rare and Protected Flora

There were no plant species listed under the Flora (Protection) Order 2022 found during the
ecological walkover surveys.

8.9.3.6 Protected Fauna

8.9.3.6.1 Non-Volant Mammals

A review of records held by the NBDC returned records of the following terrestrial mammal
species protected under the Wildlife Act, 1976 and Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000 within
10km grid square 013 of the proposed Site (NBDC, 2023):

e FEurasian Badger (Meles meles).

e Eurasian Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris).

e Eurasian Pygmy Shrew (Sorex minutus).

e European Otter (Lutra lutra).

e European Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus).

e Fallow Deer (Dama dama).

e Greater White-toothed Shrew (Crocidura russula).
e Pine Marten (Martes martes).

e West European Hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus).

The Site visit searched the Site for signs of mammals, the results are summarised in Table
8.16 and shown in Figure 8.22.

Table 8.16: Mammal survey results from the Site visits

Species Survey record

Eurasian Badger (Meles meles) There was no confirmed sign of Badger
foraging, commuting (tracks), latrines,
Setts, or any other form of habitation
recorded during the surveys of the Site and
its surrounds. Two abandoned mammal
burrows were recorded within the eastern
woodland at the Site (entrances filled
with/covered in dense leaf litter). These may
represent previous badger sett/fox dens,
however they have been abandoned for
some time (See Figure 8.21).

Another burrow was recorded within the
central grassland at the Site. This burrow
was more recent than those in the
woodland, with the spoil heap recolonising
with vegetation, however it did not appear
recently used (grass covering the entrance)
(See Figure 8.20). No clear prints or signs of
badger were present. This is likely to be a
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Species Survey record

fox den as the prey remains of a bird were
located just to the south.

Eurasian Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) There was no sign of Red Squirrel foraging
remains, dreys, commuting (tracks), scat or
any other form of habitation recorded
during the surveys of the Site and its
surrounds.

Eurasian Pygmy Shrew (Sorex minutus) There was no sightings of Pygmy Shrew
recorded during the surveys of the Site and
its surrounds.

European Otter (Lutra lutra) There was no sign of Otter habitation
recorded during the surveys of the Site and
its surrounds.

European Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) There was no sign of European Rabbit
habitation recorded during the surveys of
the Site and its surrounds.

Fallow Deer (Dama dama) There was no sign of Fallow Deer habitation
recorded during the surveys of the Site and
its surrounds.

Greater White-toothed Shrew (Crocidura | There wasno sign of Greater White-toothed

russula) Shrew recorded during the surveys of the
Site and its surrounds.

Pine Marten (Martes martes) The surveys recorded no Pine Marten-

related habitation signs such as scats, tracks
or any other form of habitation on Site or in
the surrounding area.

West European Hedgehog (Erinaceus | No field signs including scat or tracks of
europaeus) Hedgehog were recorded on Site or in the
surrounding area during the surveys.

The mammals listed above are all categorised as of ‘least concern’ in Ireland in the latest
Ireland Red List (Marnell et al., 2019). The Otter is an Annex |l species protected under the
European Habitats Directive.

No evidence of the above-listed terrestrial mammals was recorded during the Site visit
conducted by JBA in 201g9/20 or during the subsequent ecological surveys completed by
Enviroguide in 2023.

The Site is considered unsuitable for Otter due to the lack of watercourses within and
surrounding the proposed development Site. Similarly, the Site is considered unsuitable for
Pine Marten and Red Squirrel, both of which are notoriously shy by nature and woodland
specialists. While there are areas of woodland located within the Site, they are isolated within
the surrounding urban landscape and are therefore, highly unlikely to support Pine Marten or
Red Squirrel, especially considering the presence of Grey Squirrel and this species’
dominance in urban areas.

On 03" March 2023, mammal paths were found interspersed throughout the Site, although
largely restricted to linear ecological features within the Site e.g., woodland, hedgerows, and
scrub. Along which disused burrows were recorded as-well as evidence of predation (bird
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