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recent available statistics are used for each section. Demographic trends are analysed at State, County, and
local levels for the purposes of this EIAR.

The smallest geographical units distinguished by the CSO are Electoral Divisions (EDs) for general statistical
use (previously called District Electoral Divisions - previously known as Wards). Demographic trends are
analysed at state, County, and local levels for the purposes of this EIAR. For the purposes of examining
Census population data, those EDs wholly or partially included within the study area were examined. In this
regard, the subject site is located within Airport ED (CSO Area Code ED:04001). The subject site's location

in the context of the EDs is illustrated in
Figure 17-2.
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Figure 17-2: Site Location and Electoral Divisions

Source: pobal.ie. Annotations by RPS.

17.3.2.1 Population

Population growth within the State, Fingal and Airport ED is summarised in Table 17.2. The results of the
Census 2006, 2011, 2016 and 2022 indicate that the population of Fingal grew from 239,992 in 2006 to
329,218 in 2022. The level of population growth within Fingal is higher at 11.2% than the national average of
7.6% in the period 2016-2022.

The subject site is located within the Airport ED. The rate of population increase, between 2016 and 2022,
from 5,018 to 6,139 (22.3%) within the Airport ED is significantly above that of the general rate of increase
for County Fingal and the national average and is reflective of development which has taken place within the
immediate area.

MH21009 | Large-scale Residential Development ‘Swift Squar

rpsgroup.com
e P Page 401



EIAR VOLUME 2: Main Text

Table 17.2: Population Growth 2006 — 2022 .
% Change % Change

Area 2006 2011 2016 2022 0 g g
2016-2022 2006 — 2022

State 4,239,848 4,581,269 4,761,865 5,123,536 7.6% 20.8%

Fingal 239,992 273,991 296,020 329,218 11.2% 37.2%

AirportED 1,611 4032 5018 6,139 22.3% 281.0%

Source: cso.lie

Fingal, and the application area, are undergoing significant change and population growth. This as result of
the site location, which is adjacent to a range of planned high-capacity public transport upgrades and the
profile of the area as being somewhat underdeveloped within the Dublin Metropolitan Area.

To the north, there are extensive residential developments known as Cedarview, Bridgefield and Pappan
Grove. To the west, Blackwood Square residential development has been recently completed. Additionally,
to the south of Northwood Avenue, there are extensive residential developments known as Lymewood Mews
apartments, the Alders and the Cedars apartments.

Additionally, immediately east of the subject site, an SHD proposal known as Whitehaven, including the
construction of 5 no. apartment blocks with 255 no. apartments units, was granted by ABP on 28" March
2023 under Ref. ABP-313317-22. The permitted Whitehaven SHD also includes the provision of a childcare
facility capable of accommodating c. 70-75 no. children.

Additionally, to the south of Northwood Avenue, an SHD proposal known as Northwood SHD, including the
construction of 2 no. apartment blocks with 268 no. apartments units was granted by ABP on March 2023
under Ref. ABP-313173-22. The Northwood SHD also proposes providing a childcare facility capable of
accommodating c. 38 no. children.

17.3.2.2 Population Density

As shown in Table 17.3, the average population density of the Airport ED is significantly higher than the
national average and somewhat lower than that for Fingal. From 2016-2022 the population density of the
State, Fingal and Airport ED has increased. A large part of the Airport ED has little or no residential
population, as it is within the Dublin Airport campus. There are policies to restrict residential development in
Dublin Airport Noise Zones A, B and C. For further details in relation to the Development Plan Policy on
Aircraft Noise refer to Chapter 12 (Noise and Vibration) of Volume 2 of this EIAR.

Those areas outside the Airport campus within Airport ED have a considerably greater population density —

for example, the area south of the M50. The construction of significant resident development, which is

ongoing within Swords and Northwood generally can be expected to accommodate a significantly increased
population within Airport ED. .

Table 17.3: Population Density in 2016 and 2022 for the State, Fingal & Airport ED

Area Area (sq.km) 2016 Density (per sq.km) 2022 Density (per sgq.km)

State 67,980.5 70 75

Fingal 448 661 - 735 - .
Airport ED  8.66 580 - 709 . -

Source: cso.lie

17.3.2.3 Age Profile

When compared to other countries in Western Europe, Ireland has a relatively young population.

Approximately 28% of the population in Ireland is under the age of 19, compared to an average of 21%

across the EU. The extent of people in the 20-34 age group and those between 35-55 years old is marginally
greater in Ireland when compared to the EU average age profile. Within Ireland, the county with the youngest

age, as found in the 2016 census, was Fingal, with an average age of 34.3. .
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The age profile of the population of the State and County Fingal for 2011 and 2016 is highlighted in Table
17.4. This table shows that the proportion of 0-14-year-olds increased in Fingal but dropped across the State
as a whole over this period.

The 15-24-year-old age cohort showed an overall decrease in population throughout the State and in Fingal
County. The drop in the population of this age cohort is possible as a result of emigration associated with
prevailing economic conditions at that time and normal population dynamics as the population ages.

Table 17.4: Population Structure by Age 2011, 2016

Area /Age 0-14 (%) 15 — 24 (%) 25-44 (%) 45-64 (%) 65+ (%)

State 2011 21.3 12.6 31.6 22.7 1.7

State 2016 21.1 712.1 72;)5 o ;3,8 7 13.4 7

Cih:nge -0.2 -0.5 o 21 B +1.1 - +1.7 o
Fingal 281; 7 24.2 711.9 36.6 R 20.0 - 7.2 o
Fingal 2016 245 : 11.3 33.6 215 . 9.1 7
Change “ _—+O?3ﬁ 7 -0.6 7 -3.0 o +1.5 +1.9 -

Source: cso.ie

Figure 17-3 shows that there is a higher than average proportion of 0-9 and 25-44 year-olds within Fingal.
This indicates that there is a comparatively large number of young families within Fingal County.
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Figure 17-3 Population Pyramid for Ireland (State) and Fingal

Source: cso.le

17.3.2.4 Household Size

Census 2016 revealed that the average number of persons per household recorded an increase in the State
for the first time since 1966. In 2011 there were, on average, 2.73 persons per household. The equivalent
figure stood at 2.75 in 2016. The largest increase in average household size between 2011 and 2016
occurred in Fingal (2.92 to 3.03 persons per household).

w

rpsgroup.com
Psg P Page 403



EIAR VOLUME 2: Main Text

17.3.3 Economic Activity and Employment

17.3.3.1 Employment

The 2016 Census was examined to determine trends in relation to employment, including the number of
persons at work, unemployment levels and the sectoral composition of the population based on principal
economic status. Table 17.5 shows the overall unemployment rate as measured by the responses to the
question on principal economic status in the Census for 2011 and 2016. The unemployment rate is
calculated by adding the number of persons unemployed to first-time job seekers and then dividing the total
by the averall labour force (i.e., total amount of unemployed persons and employed persons).

It can be seen that the unemployment rate in 2016 had decreased significantly within the State and within
Fingal compared to the 2011 Census. The unemployment rate for Fingal was reduced to 10.3% in 2016
compared to 16% in 2011.

Table 17.5: Principal Economic Status 2011 - 2016

Principal economic status / Year State 2011 State 2016 Fingal 2011 Fingal 2016

At Work 1.807.360 2,006,641 119.276 133,971

Léoking for First Regular Job 34.166 31,434 N 2‘2247 o 1,850 .
Unemployed or given up Previous Job 390,67777 265,9627 20,416 . 13,565 -
Overall Employed  apaga3 297396 2040 15415
Labour Force 2232203 2304037  qa1.916 149386
Unemployment Rate % 19_0%' 11.5% ?_0% 7 103%

Source: cso.ie.

Monthly Unemployment Figures / Quarterly National Household Survey

The Quarterly National Household Survey (QNHS) and the Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS) are
designed to produce quarterly labour force estimates that include the official measure of employment and
unemployment in the State on an International Labour Organisation (ILO) basis). The ILO unemployment
rate for the State for the period 2016 - 2023 is summarised in Table 17.6. In Q3 2017, the QLFS replaced
the QNHS and included enhancements to the survey methodology. The average unemployment percentage
was the lowest in 2022.

Table 17.6: ILO Economic Status Unemployment Rate for State 2016-2022 .
Q1 (%) Q2 (%) Q3 (%) Q4 (%) Average (%)

2016 8.4 8.4 7.9 T 8.0

2;)17 6.8 7 6.2 - 6.7 N 6.4 7 6.9 -

2018 5.7 - 6.0 7 o 6.0 o _5_4— 5.787 | -

2019 4.8 7 54 7 52 4.5‘_7 570 o

2(;20 74.77 7 ;.17 71 " 5.7 7 5.7’ o

2021- _ 7,1_ _ 7.3 ”5‘7 4.9 - 6.3 _

2022 7A4.8 7774?5 - 4.5 - ;.2 7 . 4.5 a

Source: cso.ie.

From March 2020 to February 2022, the CSO produced a supplementary measure of monthly
unemployment in parallel with the routine Monthly Unemployment Estimates, which incorporates those in .
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receipt of the Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) into the calculation to produce a COVID-19
Adjusted Measure of Monthly Unemployment. This is reported in Table 17.7.

Table 17.7: COVID-19 Adjusted Estimates Unemployment Rate for State 2020-2022

Q1 (%) Q2 (%) Q3 (%) Q4 (%) Average (%)
2020 - 231 15.9 19.4 19.5
H - ;57 16.2 8.9 7777777;” - 14.6
202 74 L - : : -

Source: cso.ie

As shown in Table 17.6, the average unemployment percentage was lowest in 2022 at 4.5%, which is slighty
lower than in 2018 at 5.8% and 2019 at 5.0%. This indicates the recovery and improvement since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Within Airport ED, there is very significant employment. This includes commercial employment immediately
adjacent to the subject site at Swift Square Office Park, Gulliver's Retail Park, Sport Surgery Clinic and the
large proximate employment centre at Dublin Airport. It was estimated in the 2019 Dublin Airport Economic
Impact Study that 21,500 people were directly employed at the airport or airport-related businesses (based
on 2018 traffic levels).

There was a significant reduction in employment at the airport during the COVID-19 pandemic, but according
to DAA's website'?, passengers’ numbers were back up to 94% of pre-COVID-19 levels in October 2022.
While there are no updated employment figures since the 2019 Dublin Airport Economic Impact Study,
employment levels at the airport are likely impacted by the return to 2019 passenger numbers.

Additionally, there is a very significant level of commuting into and out of Fingal for work. Approximately
17,000 people commute from Dublin city and suburbs to work in Fingal, and 28,600 people commute from
Fingal to work in from Dublin city and suburbs.

17.3.3.2 Affluence and Deprivation

The Pobal Deprivation Index is Ireland’s most widely used social gradient metric, which scores each small
area (50 — 200 households) in terms of affluence or disadvantage. The index uses information from Ireland’s
Census, such as employment, age profile and educational attainment, to calculate this score. Airport ED is
classified as “Affluent”. There is a significant variation in the level of affluence and deprivation in the
surrounding EDs, as shown in Figure 17-4. Ballymun C ED to the south of Airport ED is classified as
‘Disadvantaged”.
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Figure 17-4: Deprivation Index (indicative subject site location in red)

Source: Pobal.ie. Annotations by RPS

17.3.3.3 Education Profile

Census 2016 found that the average age of persons aged 15 and over that had completed their full-time
education in April 2016 within Fingal was 20.4. This was the fourth highest within the State. 48.7% of the
population within Fingal were found to have a third-level education.

17.3.4 Local Services /| Amenity

Local services/amenities (social infrastructure) include a wide range of services and facilities, including
health, education, community, cultural, play, faith, recreation and sports facilities that contribute to the quality
of life. Northwood and the surrounding areas have a wide range of community facilities, including parks,
youth centres, playgrounds, sports clubs and gyms.

Sport & recreation services within the study area include public park areas, sports facilities and clubs and
amenities and public walkways. A breakdown of sport & recreation services is illustrated in Figure 17-5 and
are summarised below in Table 17.8. Local services and amenities have been identified in a 3km pedestrian
isochrone from the subject site as this distance represents an average 30-35 minute walk.

30-35 minute walk.
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Figure 17-5: Sports & Recreation Facilities within the Study Area
Source: Google Maps, Open Street Map. Annotations by RPS.
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Table 17.8: Sports & Recreation Facilities within the Study Area

Label No. Name Sport & Recreation Facility Distance from Site

1. Ben Dunne Fitness Centre Gym c.310m

; o Trinity College; Sp;rts E%round Other N c.400m o

;7 - 7SportsLink o Gym . c.840m -

4. 7(£nrliff7e Harris A:C, Athletics Club c960r;| -
5. Silloge Golf Club Golf Club N 7 c.1030m 7
6. Crossfit Bua Santry Gym - c.1060m -
¥s Latin Dubs Football Club Football Club c.1090m

8. Body Dynamics Gym o c.1130m o
9. St. Pappins Boxrinig Ciiubi Boxing Club c1140mﬁ

.10. ” CrossFit Séntry Gym : c.1140m

11. Bodyworks Gym Gym c.1160m

12. - FX Fitness Gym c.1170m -
?W 7 ;S.boﬁs ar;dr I;itness Ballymun Gym o c:7.17180m

14. a 7Spdn;L7ink7F;(;thJaill Club Football Club €.1240m

157.7 Dublin Indoor Fo;tball Football Club €.1260m

16. Fa;;iiif - Gyrr? - c.1290m 7

17. Ballymun United Football EIUB c.1440m

1787 Boogie Bounce Saﬁt;y n Gym 7 €.1500m

? Jump Zone " Gym . _ c.1550m

20, Setana GAA Club GAACWD cissom
21, | Ballymun Ki(;(hiams GAA Club c.1570m

22. - 7Na Fianna B GAA Club - c.1600m

237.7 VStiarlight GF(": GAA Club - _ _ c.1640m

24 7 B St. Kevin's Boy's Football Club _Football Club - . €.1780m .
25. Belclare Celtic FootbaleriIub Football Club 7 c.188(;n

26. 7 Astro Park Coolock 7 Other €.2040m

27. Mus;é Mind and Fitness Gym : c.2160&1—

Source: Google Maps, Open Street Map.

Social and community services are key in providing a sustainable and attractive neighbourhood which will
attract new residents and retain the existing population. The subject site is serviced by social and community
services located mainly in Ballymun and Santry, as illustrated below in Figure 17-6 and Table 17.9. The
social and community services range from community centres and youth services to banks and post offices.
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