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Figure 4-5: Projected Enrolment Figures in Primary Schools 1989-2051
Source: education, ie, Projections of full-time enrolment Primary and Secondary School Level 2021-2040

Given the time required in the planning, construction, and occupation of a residential development, such as 
the subject development, it is anticipated that the future school-going population of the proposed 
development shall attend primary and secondary school in a time of underlying reduced demand for school 
places.

4.3.2 Secondary School

Secondary School projections, as outlined in the Projections of full-time enrolment Primary and Second 
Level 2021-204012, state enrolments in post-primary schools have risen by 10% over the past five years and 
are projected to continue rising over the short term and peak in 2024 with an estimated 410,415 no. 
enrolments across the State. As shown in Figure 4-6, the fall in secondary school pupil enrolments will be 
gradual from 2024 onwards.

• Downloads/202698 atd65c6a-9220-4cdd-9cb8-03b4c6b84ac9%20(9) pdf
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Figure 4-6: Projected Enrolment Figures in Secondary Schools 1989-2051
Source: CSO.ie, Projections of full-time enrolment Primary and Secondary Level 2020-2038

Both Census Population Statistics and Department of Education and Science projections indicate that the 
secondary school population will be in decline from the mid-2020s when the subject development may 
become occupied.
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AUDIT OF SCHOOL PROVISION
Within the Study Area there are a total of 13 no. school facilities; 12 no. primary schools and 1 no. secondary 
schools. The locations of these schools are illustrated in Figures 5-1 and 5-2.
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Figure 5-1: Location of Primary Schools within Study Area
Source: RPS Group Ltd
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Figure 5-2: Location of Secondary Schools within the Study Area
Source: RPS Group Ltd

5.1 Primary Schools

There are 12. no primary schools within the Study Area with a combined total of 2,635 pupils between the 
ages of 5-12 years old. The closest primary school to the subject site is Gaelscoil Bhaile Munna (c. 680m), it 
is a mixed Irish-speaking primary school which caters for 165 no. pupils. Other primary schools located in the 
Study Area are listed below in Table 5.1:

Table 5.1: Primary Schools within the Study Area

Primary School « j-i __ _ _ EnrolledAddress _Pupils
Av. Class 
Size
2019/2020

Av. Class 
Size
2020/2021

Av. Class 
Size
2021/2022

Distance 
from the 
Subject 
Site

1. Gaelscoil Bhaile Munna
Coultry Road,
Ballymun, 165
Dublin 9

19 21 21 c.680m

2. St. Joseph's Junior
National School

Balbutcher
Lane, 151
Ballymun

17 18 19 c.940m

3. Virgin Mary Boys National 
School

Shangan
Road,
Ballymun,
Dublin 9

16 20 17 c.960m
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Primary School Address Enrolled
Pupils

Av. Class 
Size
2019/2020

Av. Class 
Size
2020/2021

Av. Class 
Size
2021/2022

Distance 
from the 
Subject 
Site

4. Virgin Mary Girls National 
School

Shangan
Road, 
Ballymun, 
Dublin 9

181 20 23 20 c.960m

5. St. Joseph’s Senior
National School

Balbutcher
Lane,
Ballymun

137 17 18 17 c.1020m

6. Holy Spirit Boys National 
Catholic School

Sillogue
Road, 
Ballymun, 
Dublin 11

308 21 19 21 c. 1240m

7.
Holy Spirit Girls National 
Catholic School

Sillogue
Road, 
Ballymun, 
Dublin 11

274 20 20 20 c.1320m

8. Scoil an tSeachtar Laoch
Ballymun 
Road, 
Ballymun, 
Dublin 11

181 21 21 23 c.1370m

9. Our Lady of Victories
Infant National School

Ballymun 
Road, Dublin
9

214 17 18 18 c.1820m

10.
Our Lady of Victories Girls 
National School (Bantiarna 
Na mBuanna Girls)

Ballymun 
Road, Dublin
9

207 20 21 21 c.1830m

11. Gaelscoil Cholmcille
Gaelscoil 
Cholmcille, 
Coolock Lane, 
Dublin 17

255 30 29 32 c.1990m

12. Holy Child National School
Larkhill Road, 
Whitehall, 
Dublin 9

397 25 25 23 c.2180m

Total primary: 2,635 20 Persons 22 Persons 21 Persons

Based on an 8-year primary school cycle, the average total for each school year is 329 no. pupils (2,635 / 8). 
In this regard, c. 329 no. primary school places should therefore become available as one-year group 
completes the school cycle and another year group commences.

It should be noted that the average primary class size in the Study Area was 21 no. pupils for 2021/2022.

Table 5.2 below shows the total number of pupils enrolled per academic year over the past 5 years from 
2016 to the present.
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Table 5.2: Total Number of Pupils Enrolled in Primary Schools within the Study Area 2016-2022

Primary School
No. of 
Pupils 
2016-2017

No. of 
Pupils 
2017- 
2018

No. of 
Pupils 
2018- 
2019

No. of 
Pupils 
2019- 
2020

No. of 
Pupils 
2020- 
2021

No. of 
Pupils 
2021- 
2022

St. Joseph’s Junior National School 148 146 141 154 145 151

St. Joseph’s Senior National School 127 141 143 138 142 137

Gaelscoil Bhaile Munna 176 178 185 176 169 165

Virgin Mary Girls National School 145 157 162 166 184 181

Virgin Mary Boys National School 142 138 133 131 141 133

Scoil an tSeachtar Laoch 208 210 203 197 193 181

Holy Spirit Boys National Catholic School 354 341 335 337 316 308

Holy Spirit Girls National Catholic School 324 313 318 308 287 274

Our Lady of Victories Infant School 281 276 265 233 216 214

Our Lady of Victories Girls National School No data 
available.

No data 
available. 203 202 215 207

Our Lady of Victories Boys National
School

No data 
available.

No data 
available. 200 200 203 192

Holy Child National School No data 
available.

No data 
available.

No data 
available.

No data 
available. 429 409

Total: 1,905 1,900 2,288 2,242 2,640 2,472

Source: Department of Education

No data was available for Our Lady of Victories Girls National School and Our Lady of Victories Boys 
National School between 2016-2018, but the enrolment numbers from 2018 in Table 5-2 are complete and 
show a consistent number of primary school pupils. No data was found for Holy Child National School 
between 2016-2020, but the enrolment numbers from 2021 are complete and show a high demand for 
enrolment.

Virgin Mary Girls National School has had the largest increase in enrolment with 24% between 2016 and 
2022, followed by enrolment numbers at St. Joseph’s Senior National School, increasing by 7%.

Enrolment numbers at Our Lady of Victories Infant School decreased by 31%, followed by enrolment 
numbers at Holy Spirt Girls National Catholic by 12% and Holy Spirt Boys National Catholic School by 14%. 
Scoil an tSeachtar Laoch, Virgin Mary Boys National School and Gaelscoil Bhaile Munna also experienced a 
minor decrease in enrolment numbers.

5.2 Secondary Schools

There is 1 no. secondary school, Trinity Comprehensive Ballymun, within the Study Area with a total of 504 
no. pupils enrolled between the ages of 13-18 years old from the school year 2021/2022. The school’s 
enrolment numbers are presented in Table 5.3.

Table 5.3: Secondary Schools within the Study Area (3km Radius)

Secondary School Address Enrolled Pupils (boys Walking Distance
and girls)

Trinity Comprehensive 
Ballymun

Trinity Comprehensive, 
Ballymun Road, Dublin 9

504 c.1260m

Source: Department of Education
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Based on a 6-year secondary school cycle, the average total of 84 no. spaces would become available as 
one-year group leaves and are entered by another (504 / 6).

Table 5.4 shows the total number of pupils enrolled per academic year over the past 5 years from 2016 to 
the present.

Table 5.4: Total Number of Pupils Enrolled in Secondary Schools within the Study Area 2016-2022

No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
Secondary School Pupils Pupils Pupils Pupils Pupils Pupils

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022
Trinity Comprehensive 
Ballymun 498 524 516 492 503 504

Source: Department of Education

There has been a slight increase in enrolment numbers at Trinity Comprehensive Ballymun in the period 
2016-2021 (1%).

Secondary school students generally travel further to school than primary students, and there are a large 
number of secondary schools easily accessible and within 3.5 km from the subject site, but outside of the 
Study Area, including:

• Colaiste Dhulaigh Post Primary School, Barryscourt Rd, Coolock, Dublin, Co. Fingal- c.2.9km;

• Our Lady of Mercy College (Secondary School), Beaumont Rd, Beaumont, Dublin 9 - c.2.5km;

• St Aidan’s CBS, Saint Aidan’s School - Brothers’ Residence, Whitehall, Dublin - 2.15km;

• Margaret Aylward Community College, The Thatch Rd, Whitehall, Dublin 9 - 2.45km;

• St. Kevin’s College, Ballygall Rd E, Ballygall, Dublin -11 -2.5km;

• Scoil Chaitriona, St Mobhi Rd, Glasnevin, Dublin 9, D09 TW99 - 3.25km; and

• Beneavin De La Salle College, 11 Beneavin Rd, Finglas East, Dublin, D11 NFI7E - 2.5km.

More widely, there are a very large number of schools in the north and centre of the city which are readily 
accessible for secondary school students.

5.3 School Upgrades
Under the Additional Accommodation Scheme 202313 the following school upgrades are currently 
progressing;

• The provision of 2 no. 80 sq.m mainstream classrooms & 1 no. 15 sq.m Resource Room at Our Lady of 
Victories NS, Ballymun Road at construction stage;

• Approval for 3 no. set rooms at Scoil an tSeachtar Laoch.

https://www.gov ie/pdf/':>file:=https://assets.qov-ie/234562/40856718-d060-4e60-aecc-f9411d9ee5ff.pdf#paqe=null
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6 CONSIDERATION OF NEED

6.1 School Places Required
The proposed development comprises 192 no. residential units made up of 4 no. 1-bedroom units and 188 
no. 2-bedroom units.

6.1.1 Primary School

The Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice for Planning Authorities14 assumes 

that an average of 12% of the population is expected to progress to primary education, based on the 
National Population Projections and Regional Targets 2006-2020 (DEHLG February 2007). This proportion 
remained unchanged in 2016.

In calculating the demand likely to be generated by the proposed development, the future demand for 
primary school formula used by DES:

• (12% x no. units x average household size) was 
applied.

• 12%1 x 192 no. units x 2.752 = 63 no. primary 
school places

Notes:

1 .12% Department of Education and Science assumes that an 
average of 12% of the population were expected to progress to 
primary education

2. National Average Household Size 2016

Based on the calculation above, the proposed development is based on 192 no. residential units will 
generate a demand for 63 no. additional primary school places, based on an 8-year cycle, this translates to 
an average of 8 no. new school places required for each year.

Within the proposed development, there are 4 no. 1-bedroom apartments which do not have the capacity to 
accommodate families with children. Applying the same logic as the Sustainable Urban Housing: Design 
Standards for New Apartments, Guidelines for Planning Authorities 202215 with regard to childcare facilities, 
not including the 4 no. 1-bedroom apartments the formula mentioned above applies as follows:

• 12%1 x 1882 no. units x 2.753 = 62 no. primary
school places

2. (255 no. residential units less 11 no. 1-bedroom apartments = 
244 no. residential units)

3. National Average Household size 2016.

Notes:

1.12% Department of Education and Science assumes that an 
average of 12% of the population were expected to progress to 
primary education

Based on the above calculation the proposed development based on 188 no. residential units (excluding 4 
no. 1-bed apartments) will generate the demand for 62 no. additional primary school places, based on an 8- 
year cycle, this translates to an average of 8 no. new school places required each year. This is considered to 
be a robust estimation of demand.

6.1.2 Secondary School

Again, based on the Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice for Planning 
Authorities16, it assumes that an average of 8% of the population were expected to present to secondary 
education. This proportion also remained unchanged in 2016.

https //wvvw qov ie/en/Dublication'SaScQS-lhe-provision-of-schools-and-the-planninQ-svsterr 

https / assets gov ie/243715,d60333cd-0b2b-4422-3b91 -d51134720132.pdf 

https://www-qov-ie/en/publicatiorV338c98-the-provision-of-schools-and-the-planninq-svsterr
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In calculating the demand likely to be generated by the proposed development, the formula used by the 
Department of Education and Science to calculate projection figures for secondary school education is 
applied; (8% x no. units x avg household size). The following results show;

8%1 x 192 no. units x 2.752 = 42 no. secondary 
school spaces

Notes:
1.8% Department of Education and Science assumes that an 
average of 8% of the population were expected to present to 
secondary education

2. National Average Household size 2016

Based on the calculation above, the proposed development of 192 no. units will generate a demand of an 
additional 42 no. secondary school spaces, which based on a 6-year cycle translates to an additional 7 no. 
spaces per year.

Excluding 1-bedroom apartment units as done above, the calculation is as follows:

8%1 x 1882 no. units x 2.753 = 41 no. secondary 
school places

Notes:
1. 8% Department of Education and Science assumes that an 
average of 8% of the population were expected to present to 
secondary education
2. (192 no. residential units less 4 no. 1-bedroom apartments = 188 
no. residential units)

3. National Average Household size 2016

Based on the above calculation, it is estimated that the proposed scheme will generate the demand for 41 
no. additional secondary school places. This is based on 188 no. residential units (excluding 4 no. 1- 
bedroom apartments) and a 6-year cycle; this translates to an average of 7 no. new school places are 
required each year. This is considered to be a robust estimation of demand.
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7 SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS
RPS has prepared this Report on behalf of JOM Investments Unlimited Company to accompany an LRD 
application on lands located to the north of Swift Square Office Park and Northwood Avenue, Santry, Dublin 
9.

This Report identifies the current levels of enrolment of existing schools within the Study Area, a 3km walking 
distance (isochrone distance) from the subject site, and analyses the demand for school spaces likely to be 
generated by the proposal of 192 no. residential units made up of 4 no. 1-bedroom units and 188 no. 2-bed 
units.

A review of the local area has identified 12 no. primary schools and 1 no. secondary school within 3km of the 
site (with an additional 7 no. secondary schools within 3.5km) to facilitate future demand generated by the 
proposed development. The site’s accessibility to nearby public transport allows for additional schools 
outside of the Study Area to be accessible.

Using the same methodology given in the Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice 
for Planning Authorities 2008, based on national average household size and proportion of school-going 
children it is estimated that approximately an average of 8 no. primary school places and 7 no. secondary 
school places will be required per year.

As classes move from one year to the next, existing primary schools in the Study Area will provide, on 
average, 329 no. primary school spaces per year, and secondary schools will provide approximately 84 no. 
spaces per year. It is noted that the average class size in the Study Area is currently below the national 
average. It is also noted that the CSO projects future declining demand for school places.

Schools Demand & Concentration Report
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