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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Ms. Duvall

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. Newton

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Sir / Madam

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. McGowan

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Minister Ryan

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Minister Humphreys

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. Buttimer

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Ms. Kenny

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Sir / Madam

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Sir / Madam

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. O'Sullivan

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 



 
 
 

 

Mott MacDonald 

  
8 September 2023 
Page 5 of 5 
 

 

 

3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. Phelan

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Ms. Owens

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Ms. Harvey

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. Carroll

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. OôBrien

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any

 
Our Reference 
229101323 
 
 
 
Mott MacDonald 
South Block 
Rockfield 
Dundrum 
Dublin 16 
D16 R6V0 
Ireland 
 
T +353 (0)1 2916 700 
mottmac.com 
 

 

 

 

 

Christophe OôBrien 

Chief Executive Officer 
Irish Aviation Authority 
The Times Building 
11-12 D'Olier Street 
Dublin 2 
  

 



 
 
 

 

Mott MacDonald 

  
8 September 2023 
Page 2 of 5 
 

 

 

shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. Wall

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Sir / Madam

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of the Planning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development and an application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any

 
Our Reference 
229101323 
 
 
 
Mott MacDonald 
South Block 
Rockfield 
Dundrum 
Dublin 16 
D16 R6V0 
Ireland 
 
T +353 (0)1 2916 700 
mottmac.com 
 

 

 

 

 

The Planning Department 

Kerry County Council 
County Buildings 
Rathass 
Tralee 
Co. Kerry 
V92 H7VT 
  

 



 
 
 

 

Mott MacDonald 

  
8 September 2023 
Page 2 of 5 
 

 

 

shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Sir / Madam

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of thePlanning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development andan application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Ms. Behan

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of the Planning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development and an application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Mr. McCormack

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of the Planning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development and an application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 
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Stakeholder pre-application consultation in relation to Strategic 
Infrastructure Development (SID), in line with the provisions of S.37 of 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) ï for the 
proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW electricity 
generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel oil 
and associated ancillary development. 

8 September 2023

Dear Ms. Gilligan

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is seeking planning consent from An Bord
Plean§la for the proposed transition and conversion of the existing c. 900 MW
electricity generating station at Moneypoint, Co. Clare, from coal to heavy fuel
oil and associated ancillary development. The proposed development is wholly
located within the long established existing Moneypoint Generating Station in
the townland of Carrowdotia South, County Clare V15 R963. This project is
required as a short-term supply capacity measure in order to contribute to
Irelandôs security of electricity supply for Ireland, up until 2029 when more
permanent electricity generation solutions are expected to be delivered.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 37 of the Planning & Development
Act 2000, as amended the proposed development is likely to be deemed a
Strategic Infrastructure Development and an application for permission is
expected to be made to An Bord Plean§la in the fourth quarter of 2023.

Need for the Project

ESB has stated its intention to cease coal fired production at Moneypoint in
2025 in-line with the Companyôs ñNet Zero by 2040ò Strategy and the
Governmentôs Project Ireland 2040 plan.

Under Section 9 of the Electricity Regulation Act, the Commission for
Regulation of Utilities (CRU) has a statutory duty to have regard to ensuring
security of supply and ensuring that all reasonable demands for electricity are
met. Regulation 28 of SI 60 of 2005 ï the European Communities (Internal
Market in Electricity) Regulations, 2005 puts additional obligations on the CRU
and the Transmission System Operator, EirGrid, to ensure security of supply.
EirGridôs role includes monitoring and reporting on security of supply, including
through the Generation Capacity Statement, and making recommendations to
the CRU on measures necessary to cover peak demand and address any
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shortfalls in capacity. The CRU is then required to take such measures as it considers necessary to protect 
security of supply.1  

The CRU, working with System Operators, has therefore progressed several measures to support both 
medium-term and short-term electricity supply and demand balance. CRU September 2021 Programme of 
Actions was published in tandem with the publication by EirGrid and SONI of the All-Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2021. EirGrid has forecast electricity demand and supply in the All Island Generation 
Capacity Statement 2022 ï 2031.  

The CRU Sept 2021 information note summarised EirGridôs assessment of an electricity supply deficit over 
the next four winters (2022/23 - 2025/26), and uncertainty over future auctions being able to meet projected 
demand, as a result of continuing challenging margins. In addition, it outlined key elements of the 
programme of actions being undertaken by the CRU, in line with its statutory duties, in cooperation with 
EirGrid, the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC), the energy industry and 
other stakeholders, to provide additional stability and resilience to the Irish energy system, through the 
retention of old generators and provision of temporary generators.  

Eirgridôs All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2022-2031 (September 2022) continues to foresee 
shortfalls in generation up to 2031 in all electricity demand scenarios.  

Action 3 in the CRU Programme of Actions is ñThe extended availability and operation of older generation 
capacity, on a temporary basis, that was otherwise expected to retire in this timeframeò, including Moneypoint. 

To provide a Security of Supply service on a temporary basis, ESB has been requested by EirGrid, to enter 
into a Temporary Contract Mechanism (TCM) for the continued operation of the existing 900MW Moneypoint 
thermal generation plant so that it is available to the System Operator to generate in the event of a security 
of supply emergency from 2024 to 2029.   

Furthermore, ESB has identified the Moneypoint site as the location for a new renewable energy hub ï the 
óGreen Atlantic at Moneypointô, which will see the re-development of the site as a strategic hub for the 
offshore wind industry and as a location for key grid services. That landmark project will be key to ESBôs 
emergence as a leader in green energy production and in-line with ESBôs strategy which aims to achieve 
zero carbon generation by 2040. 

Project Location  

The proposed development site at Moneypoint Generating Station is located on the northern shore of the 
Shannon Estuary in County Clare, approximately 3km west of Killimer and 6km south east of Kilrush. The 
planning authority in whose functional area the site is situated, is Clare County Council.  

Moneypoint Generating Station lies within a larger ESB landholding comprising 180 Ha of land onshore, and 
65 Ha of foreshore ï see Figure 1 and Figure 2 (with respective areas differentiated in blue).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Extracted from CRU Information Paper, Security of Electricity Supply ï Programme of Actions, Ref. CRU21115, September 2021 
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Figure 1: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Strategic Map 

 

Figure 2: ESB Lands at Moneypoint ï Location Map 
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Moneypoint Generating Station  

Moneypoint Generating Station comprises a large complex of structures. Electricity generation occurs at 3 
No. c. 300MW rated coal-fired units (Units 1 to 3), which entered service between 1985 and 1987. 
Moneypoint is primarily a coal fired station, with Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) used as a start-up fuel and in limited 
other circumstances.  

The Moneypoint site is licenced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under an Industrial 
Emissions (IE) Licence [Ref. P0605-04]. The IE licence authorises the following activities: 

ǒ Activity 1.1 (IED) / 2.1 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñCombustion of fuels in installations with a total 
thermal input of 50MW or moreò,  

ǒ Activity 5.4 (IED) / 11.5 (EPA Act 1992, as amended): ñLandfills, within the meaning of section 5 
(amended by Regulation 11(1) of the Waste Management (Certification of Historic, Unlicensed Water 
Disposal and Recovery Activity) Regulations 2008 (SJ. No 524 of 2008) of the Act of 1996, receiving 
more than 10 tonnes of waste per day or with a total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, other than 
landfills of inert wasteò.  

The IE licence contains limits and controls on emissions to air, water, dust, and noise. The licence also 
includes requirements in relation to monitoring requirements and site operations ï including requirements for 
an Environmental Management System (EMS), energy efficiency, incident response and waste 
management.  

The site also operates in line with the conditions of the applicable Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) Permit 
(Permit Register Number IE-GHG070-10381-6). Moneypoint is also an Upper Tier COMAH site and therefore 
falls under the requirements of the Control of Major Accident Hazard Regulations (COMAH) Regulations, 
2015.   

Throughout its operation, Moneypoint Generating Station has been maintained and improved to meet 
relevant environmental standards, and the IE licence reviewed as appropriate.  

Set within a rural landscape, the Moneypoint is a significant brownfield landbank long associated with the 
generation of electricity and associated activities including fuel management, wind energy generation and 
electrical infrastructure.  

Since its commissioning, Moneypoint has operated as a coal fuelled power station, meeting on average 25% 
of national demand. Today, the Station remains an important electricity generation asset. In addition to 
generating capacity of c.900MW of electricity, it is the largest energy store on the Island - with a capacity to 
store sufficient coal for three months of running, compared with standard gas generating stations which hold 
just up to five days of energy storage. As such, the site plays a consistent and key role in the energy 
strategies for the State. As part of the proposed development this storage capacity of HFO will increase from 
up to 10 days to 20 days for running at full capacity. 

In recent years, Moneypoint has responded to national demand for electricity ï particularly during 
unscheduled outages of other major generating stations, the Covid-19 pandemic and the prevailing energy 
crisis. Generating schedules are in place up to 2024 with Moneypoint anticipated to continue to play a key 
role meeting national electricity demands. 

ESB has stated its intention to cease burning coal at Moneypoint as part of the broader company strategy 
which commits ESB to a zero-carbon future. Furthermore, plans have been announced for the transformation 
of the Moneypoint site and its re-development as a hub for the offshore renewables sector. This hub is the 
subject of separate planning consent application.  

Description of the Proposed Development 

ESB is proposing development consisting of the following: 

1. Transition and conversion of the existing coal fired power stationôs primary fuel to Heavy Fuel Oil 
(HFO) with limited run hours (described in terms of generating hours, per unit, per year) from late 2024 
until 2029 when Moneypoint Generating Station will cease generation. Final decommissioning of the 
Station will be subject of a separate grant of planning permission; 

2. Construction of 2 No. of HFO tanks with an additional cumulative capacity of 50,000 tonnes; 
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3. Construction of 2 No. auxiliary boilers and associated boiler house to supply steam for start-up and 
HFO heating; 

4. Changes to previously permitted Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) by-product and ash landfilling 
arrangements to utilise spare capacity in the existing ash storage area (ASA), located to the north of 
the N67 road when the existing FGD by-product landfill, on the east of the site, reaches capacity.  

5. Decommissioning and removal of coal handling plant and the demolition of associated buildings with 
the removal of structures to ground level; and  

6. All associated ancillary site development works. 

Because the existing generating units have been designed to be fired either partly or fully using HFO no 
change to the generating units is proposed. 

The proposed development will also be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
The EIAR will be prepared with regards to the following guidance documents, along with topic specific 
guidance and regulations.  

ǒ Guidelines on The Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports 
(Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2022); 

ǒ Draft Advice Notes for Preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015); and 
ǒ Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (European Commission (EC), 2017).  

The EIAR include detailed assessments in relation to:  

ǒ Population  
ǒ Air Quality and Climate  
ǒ Noise and Vibration  
ǒ Soils and Geology 
ǒ Roads and Traffic 
ǒ Biodiversity  
ǒ Water  
ǒ Human Health and Safety  
ǒ Cultural Heritage  
ǒ Landscape 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) will be prepared in 
respect of the proposed development, so as to enable the competent authorities to carry out an Appropriate 
Assessment as required by Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive and section 177U and 177V of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000, as amended. Where negative effects on a European site cannot be discounted 
during the Screening for Appropriate Assessment, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared.  

As part of the statutory consultation process, we invite you to submit comments on the proposed 
development. We therefore invite you to submit comments, or information relevant to this development, 
which you would like to see addressed as part of the project delivery process and in the project 
environmental assessment. We would request that any comments be forwarded to us within 4 weeks of the 
date of this letter i.e., by 6th October 2023.  

In the event that you have no comments concerning this development, we would appreciate your 
confirmation of same. Thank you in advance for your co-operation. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate in contacting the undersigned. 

 

 

Aastha Sethi 
Environmental Scientist 
+353 (0)1 2916 700  
aastha.sethi@mottmac.com 

   
 

 















http://www.joewalshtours.ie/
http://www.esb.ie/
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C. Construction Environmental Management 
Plan (CEMP) 

C.1 Resource and Waste Management Plan (RWMP) 

C.2 Traffic Management Plan (TMP) 
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The tanks will have a proposed capacity of 25,000 tonnes (ca. 25,773m3) each. This will result 
in a total HFO storage capacity of 100,000 tonnes or 20 days of storage running at full capacity.  

The proposed tanks will be the same height and diameter as the existing tanks as shown in 
Planning Drawings QP-000017-65-D451-008-001-000 to QP-000017-65-D451-008-004-000. 
They will be clad in a similar coated metal finish in Dusty Grey (RAL colour 7037) or similar, to 
match the colour of the existing tanks. 

Existing HFO pumping and piping will be used for the purposes of filling the new and existing 
HFO tanks as well as supplying the boilers with fuel. Only new connections to the new tanks will 
be required.  

Figure 3.1: Proposed HFO tanks 

 

 
Source: Extracted from Planning Drawing QP-000017-65-D451-005-001-000 

The existing bund will be upgraded to include a concrete floor across the entire bund. New bund 
walls will be constructed from reinforced concrete to a height of approximately 3.98m (bund 1) 
to 4.41m (bund 2), to ensure containment volumes of ca. 30,406m3 and ca. 30,545m3 
respectively. This takes into account 110% of the largest tank oil volume, a potential extreme 
rainfall event to cover any emergency response periods and an additional 3,981 m3 for any 
potential firefighting water to take into account requirements in the Guidance Note to Industry on 
Fire Water Retention Facilities (EPA, 2019) and CIRIA Guidance C736. Refer to Figure 3.2 for 
an example elevation of tank 1 and bund 1 and to Section 2 of the Drainage Report (Appendix 
H.1 of the EIAR) for further details.  
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Figure 3.3: Boiler House Northern Elevation 

 
Source: Extracted from Planning Drawing QP-000017-65-D451-011-001-000 

3.3.3 Changes to FGD By-product and Ash Storage Area Arrangements 

When the existing FGD by-product Landfill Area A reaches full capacity, it is proposed to utilise 
the spare capacity in the existing ASA to store the FGD by-product. At present bottom ash, 
which is generated in the furnace and is a much courser ash, is segregated in separate cells 
within the ASA and discussion are ongoing with block manufacturers regarding using this 
material as a substitute in low density blocks.  
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Figure 3.5: Proposed Batching Plant Building & Hopper Modifications 

 

 
Source: Extracted from Planning Drawing QP-000017-65-D451-015-001-000 

  

3.3.4 Ash Reclamation for FGD System 

Ash is required in the flue gas desulphurisation (FGD) system to create a fluidised bed for the 
process. HFO ash content is up to 0.15% compared with 7.7%-9.1% for coal. Fly ash in the flue 
gas when fuelled by HFO is therefore significantly reduced and is not sufficient to create 
fluidised bed conditions in the FGD system. When firing with HFO alone it is proposed to 
reclaim ash from the ASA for use in the FGD system to create the required fluidised bed 
conditions.  

Based on experience, it is likely that approximately 30 tonnes per unit per week of fly ash will be 
required for bed stability. This equates to approximately 120 tonnes per week, allowing for an 
additional 30 tonnes for any free lime fluctuations and flexible operations i.e. multiple starts and 
stops. This approximate 120 tonnes of ash per week will be recovered from the newer fly ash 
cells using a low loader or excavator and tipper truck. The tipper truck will transport the material 
via the existing underpass under the N67 to underneath the existing ash storage silos. Once 
coal firing ceases, these ash storage silos will no longer be in use. From here ash will be 
transported using a separate low loader to one of the three (3No.) proposed five tonne shovel 
feed hoppers below the existing 3No. FGD absorbers. This reclaimed ash will then be fed back 
into the FGD process through a proposed system of bucket conveyors, shredders and screw 
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Table 4.1: Mitigation and Monitoring Measures as detailed in the EIAR   

Discipline  Phase Mitigation and Monitoring  

Chapter 6 Population and Human Health  

6.1 Construction All work will be carried out having regard to international and national legislation, and best practice guidance, as detailed in the topic specific 
chapters of this Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 

6.2 Construction The CEMP will be implemented during the construction phase to safeguard the environment, site personnel, and nearby receptors, i.e. occupiers of 
residential and commercial properties, from site activities which may cause harm or nuisance. 

6.3 Construction The appointed contractors (in collaboration with ESB) will be required to maintain close liaison with local community representatives and statutory 
consultees throughout the construction period. This is likely to include circulation of information about ongoing activities; particularly those that could 
potentially cause disturbance.  

A telephone number will be provided and persons with appropriate authority to respond to calls and resolve or escalate any problems arising will be 
available.  

All construction activities will be managed through the site CEMP and Traffic Management Plan (TMP). There are no specific mitigation measures 
proposed to ameliorate impacts on population and human health in addition to the measures specified elsewhere in this EIAR. 

Chapter 7 Air 

7.1 All Phases The Moneypoint Generating Station has an appointed community liaison that acts as a point of contact for the local community should any issues 
arise in the vicinity of the plant that require action from the operator. This role would continue during the proposed development construction, 
operation and maintenance phases. 

7.2 Construction Best practice mitigation measures to control the generation of dust during demolition of the coalyard as outlined in the IAQM guidance1 are 
presented below. 

Communications: 

 develop and implement a stakeholder communications plan that includes community engagement before work commences on site;  

 display the name and contact details of person(s) accountable for air quality and dust issue on the Scheme boundary. This may be the 
environment manager/ engineer or the site manager; 

 display the head or regional office contact information; and 

 develop and implement a Dust Management Plan (DMP), which may include measures to control other emissions. This DMP can be provided to 
Clare County Council for approval, if requested. 

7.3 Construction Site management: 

 record all dust and air quality complaints, identify cause(s), take appropriate measures to reduce emissions in a timely manner, and record the 
measures taken; 

 make the complaints log available to Clare County Council when asked; and 

 
1 Institute of Air Quality Management (2023) Guidance on the assessment of dust from demolition and construction. 



Mott MacDonald | Moneypoint Security of Supply 
Appendix C Construction Environmental Management Plan 
 

229101323_401_6_PL | PL | February 2024 
 
 

Page 24 of 48 

Discipline  Phase Mitigation and Monitoring  

 record any exceptional incidents that cause dust and/ or air emissions, either on- or off-site and the action taken to resolve the situation in the 
log book. 

7.4 Construction Prepare and maintaining the site: 

 plan site layout so that machinery and dust causing activities are located away from receptors, as far as is possible;  

 fully enclose site or specific operations where there is a potential for dust production and the site is active for an extensive period; 

 avoid site runoff of water or mud; 

 keep site fencing, barriers and scaffolding clean using wet methods; 

 remove materials that have a potential to produce dust from site as soon as possible, unless being re-used on site, if they are being re-used on-
site cover as described below; and 

 cover or fencing stockpiles to prevent wind whipping. 

7.5 Construction Waste management: 

 no burning of waste materials. 

7.6 Construction Mitigation specific to dismantling of Coalyard: 

 ensure effective water suppression is used during dismantling operations. Handheld sprays are more effective than hoses attached to 
equipment as the water can be directed to where it is needed. In addition, high volume water suppression systems manually controlled can 
produce fine water droplets that effectively bring the dust particles to the ground; and  

 bag and remove any biological debris or damp down such material before dismantling.  

7.7 Construction The following dust monitoring measures are to be implemented during dismantling of the coalyard: 

 continue to undertake monitoring of dust deposition using mass deposition (Berghoff) gauges at the four existing monitoring sites surrounding 
the coal yard and Ash Storage Area (ASA). The sampling interval, analytical technique and threshold should remain the same; 

 undertake daily on-site and off-site inspection, where receptors (including roads) are nearby, to monitor dust, record inspection results, and 
make the log available to the Local Authority, if asked. This will include regular dust soiling checks of surfaces including cars and window sills 
within 100m of proposed development boundary to ensure dust control measures are effective; 

 carry out regular site inspections to monitor compliance with the CEMP, record inspection results, and make an inspection log available to the 
Local Authority when asked; and 

 increase the frequency of site inspections by the person accountable for air quality and dust issues on site when activities with a high potential 
to produce dust are being carried out and during prolonged dry or windy conditions.   

Chapter 8 Climate 

8.1 Construction Integrate Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction from the early design stage, promoting GHG saving opportunities when determining the 
definitive specifications of products, materials, and layouts, and explore alternatives to achieve the desired development.   

For example, the proposed development has set a specification to use cement replacers to reduce the embedded emissions in manufacturing the 
concrete (35% ash as cement replacer), where technically practicable. 







https://www.batconservationireland.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/BCIrelandGuidelines_Lighting.pdf
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Discipline  Phase Mitigation and Monitoring  
anticipated that there will be no hazardous insulating materials in the plant and structures to be demolished, as part of the dismantling works. The 
use of specialist contractors and the production of task specific method statements in line with relevant legislation and best practice will be 
implemented as per the CEMP and the RWMP (Appendix C.1).  

Any unexpected ground contamination identified during the proposed works will be the subject of a remediation strategy which may entail additional 
monitoring. 

Chapter 13 Architecture, Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

13.1 Construction Although no excavations are proposed within the ASA, should this occur, a suitably qualified archaeological consultant will monitor groundworks 
under license to the National Monuments Service Section of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, in the event that 
excavation areas are deeper than the earliest ash deposits at the Ash Storage Area. Should any archaeological material be encountered, works will 
cease, and the County Archaeologist and National Monuments Service shall be notified. A strategy will be proposed to the County Archaeologist and 
National Monuments Service to suitably record any archaeological material identified, and preserve any archaeological material in situ, where 
possible. Where preservation in situ cannot be achieved, either in whole or in part, then a programme of archaeological excavation will be proposed, 
to ensure the preservation by record of the area of the development that will be directly impacted upon. Further work will then only be carried out 
following consultations with the County Archaeologist and the National Monuments Service.  

Chapter 15 Traffic and Transport  

15.1 Construction The temporary effects of construction, regardless of the assessed level of significance, will be mitigated through adoption of a regulated and 
approved Traffic Management Plan (TMP).  

The general purpose of a TMP is optimise the efficiency and safety of all traffic activities generated by the proposed development and thus maintain 
suitable amenity and safety for local communities and other roads users.  

Operational traffic associated with the proposed development will be similar to that of the existing development. Nonetheless, it is recognised as 
good practice to implement a Workplace Travel Plan (WTP) to promote sustainable transport use and discourage single vehicle occupancy travel. 

Traffic Management Plan (TMP) 

15.2 Construction The appointed contractor will agree temporary traffic management measures then adopt and monitor an appropriate way of working in consultation 
with Clare County Council, the appointed contractor, TII and/or their Agents and An Garda Síochána as appropriate. Construction activity generated 
vehicles (with the exception of site personnel in cars and vans) will travel on pre-defined routes to and from the relevant sites to reduce effects on 
existing local traffic. 

15.3 Construction During the construction phase, signage will be installed to warn road and recreational route users to the presence of the works access and the 
associated likely presence of large or slow-moving construction traffic.  

15.4 Construction Car sharing will be promoted to construction personnel by the contractor during the induction process.  

15.5 Construction In order to reduce the potential for mud and other debris being deposited onto the local road network in the vicinity of worksite accesses, wash down 
and washout of concrete transporting vehicles will not be permitted at the location of construction. Such wash down and washout activities will take 
place at a designated, contained, location on site or preferably at an appropriate facility offsite, and remote from watercourses. This will minimise the 
amount of deleterious material deposited on the road surface and the appointed contractor will ensure that the nearest public road will be kept clear 
of debris by monitoring and then utilising a road sweeper where necessary.  
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Discipline  Phase Mitigation and Monitoring  

15.6 Construction The appointed contractor could employ a number of sub-contractors, and all will fall under the umbrella of the TMP and will have an obligation to 
adhere to the Plan; this obligation will form part of the procurement process and will be written into any contract of employment.  

15.7 Construction Compliance will be monitored by the Project Manager, on behalf of the appointed contractor, via spot checks to ensure that vehicles follow the 
measures set out in the TMP and recording of any complaints. The appointed contractor will be required to stipulate that all contractors disseminate 
these rules to their sub-contractors.   

The appointed Contractor will nominate a person to be responsible for the co-ordination of all elements of traffic and transport, except community 
liaison during the construction process, a nominated Liaison Officer. 

15.8 Construction ESB will appoint a Community Liaison Contact. The Community Liaison Contact will be the direct point of contact for the developer organisation with 
the local community. Accordingly, local residents and business holders can contact the Community Liaison Contact for general information purposes 
or to discuss specific matters pertaining to traffic management or site operation.  

The Community Liaison Contact will regularly liaise with the nominated Liaison Officer. 

15.9 Construction If the construction phase of any notably sized development(s) appears likely to overlap with the proposed development, the appointed contractor will 
seek to liaise with the appropriate developer organisation regarding the scheduling of deliveries to identify potential means of reducing the effects of 
combined construction. Prior to commencement of construction, and during the construction phase, engagement with the proponents of other 
developments will continue and where there is potential for works to be carried out in parallel, appropriate mitigation measures will be implemented 
including the scheduling of works and regular liaison meetings between project teams to ensure that plans are co-ordinated and impacts on 
population and human health are minimised. The specific detail will be developed by the appointed contractor within the parameters assessed in this 
EIAR. 

Chapter 16 Material Assets, including Waste 

16.1 Construction Where feasible, materials would be delivered on a just-in-time basis to avoid damage or contamination that would lead to waste generation. 

  All suitable excavated material would be reused in the construction of the proposed development, wherever feasible. This aims to reduce the 
requirement to import materials for construction and to reduce the need to remove surplus materials from site. It is envisaged studies to be carried 
out to determine the suitability of materials to be reused within the proposed development. Stones from the HFO bund are likely to be not 
contaminated and, therefore, are anticipated to be reused within the proposed development. The envisaged studies include:  

 A Generic Quantitative Risk Assessment that will assess the risk to onsite and offsite environmental and human health receptors 

 A soil/material waste classification report looking at the material around the HFO tanks and elsewhere within the red line boundary that is to be 
removed and classifying this material 

 A material reuse plan to look at the fill material around the HFO tanks and adjudge its suitability to be used as fill material during the 
construction works 

16.2 Construction Where site-won material is not available or suitable for reuse, secondary or recycled materials would be procured, where available and feasible. 

16.3 Construction Temporary stockpiling of fill materials prior to incorporation in the proposed development would be avoided where possible, to ensure double 
handling and damage is minimised and therefore avoidance of waste. However, where required, materials would be stockpiled in accordance with 
best practice and managed appropriate to limit the likelihood of damage or contamination. 
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Discipline  Phase Mitigation and Monitoring  

16.4 Construction Pre-cast elements would be used, where technically feasible, to ensure efficient use of materials and avoid the generation of waste arisings from off-
cuts. 

16.5 Construction The waste hierarchy and circular economy principles would be implemented throughout the construction phase to minimise disposal and maximise 
reuse and recycling of waste arisings. Mitigation measures for reuse and recycling of waste include (but are not limited to):  

 Reusing excavated soils on site, where possible. 

 Recycling of inert materials by crushing, blending and subsequent reuse, as an aggregate. 

 Providing on site facilities to separate out waste to enable the recovery of material through recycling. 

 Where waste must be taken to a recycling or disposal site, the contractor would ensure that the site has the appropriate permits. In addition, the 
suitable facility would be located as close to the works as possible to minimise the impacts of transportation, in particular the release of carbon 
emissions. The contractor would identify the closest and relevant treatment and disposal sites. 

 Waste arisings sent off site for recovery or disposal will only be conveyed by an authorised waste contractor and transported from the proposed 
development site to an authorised site of recovery/disposal in accordance with the Waste Management Act 1996 and associated amendments 
and regulations and in a manner which will not adversely affect the environment. 

 All contaminated/hazardous waste (including soil) would be identified for proper management and transferred/disposed of to an adequate waste 
management facility. These materials will be stored separately to any non-hazardous material to avoid cross-contamination. 

16.6 Construction A non-exhaustive list of waste management facilities sites is provided in Table 16.10 in Chapter 16 of the EIAR. The ability for waste arisings to be 
deposited at these sites would be dependent on the conditions imposed on the sites by the relevant licence or permit. There may be other facilities in 
the vicinity of the proposed development that may be used. 

16.7 Construction Best practice would be to minimise the generation of waste as much as possible in accordance with the waste hierarchy principles and to incorporate 
circular economy principles, wherever it is technically appropriate and economically feasible. The use of the CEMP and Resource and Waste 
Management Plan (RWMP) would seek to implement these waste hierarchy and circular economy principles. Therefore, wherever technically 
appropriate and economically feasible, adequate mitigation measures will be applied to the proposed development and, therefore, the potential 
effects would be minimised. 

The CEMP and RWMP will be available for inspection at all reasonable times for examination by the Local Authority. 

Chapter 17 Major Accidents and/or Disasters 

17.1 Construction In the different stages of the project lifetime several best practice mitigation measures will be implemented, relevant to major accidents and 
disasters, as detailed through the CEMP to ensure minimal impacts relating to Major Accidents and/or emergencies.  
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 Mitigation and Monitoring 

 Welfare/hygiene facilities will be located within the construction compound and contractor village, a minimum of 50m from any watercourse/drainage ditch. 

 All water from wheel washes will be captured and removed from site and disposed of in line with Waste Legislation. No water will be discharged into any watercourses or 
drainage ditches. 
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5.5 Emergency Contact List 

An emergency contact list will be displayed at prominent and suitable locations at construction 
sites during the proposed works. An example is provided in Table 5.1, and this will be further 
developed to include contact details for key personnel with environmental responsibilities, as 
detailed in Chapter 2 of this CEMP. 

Table 5.1: Emergency Services and Authorities Contact Details 

Emergency Services  Contact Telephone Number 

Ambulance / Fire Service  999 or 112 

Clare County Council Fire Services  065 682 1616 

Clare County Council Environment Department  065 684 6331 

National Parks and Wildlife Services 01 539 3218 

Environmental Protection Agency 053 916 0600 

ESB Emergency 1800 372 999 / 21 238 2410 

Bord Gáis Emergency 1800 20 50 50 

Uisce Éireann Emergency 1800 278 278 

Health and Safety Authority 0818 289 389 
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C.1 Resource and Waste Management Plan 
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2.4 Other Parties and Key Personnel 

2.4.1 Project Supervisor Design Process / Project Supervisor Construction Stage 

ESB will act as Project Supervisor of the Design Process (PSDP) for the initial design phase of 
this project. Upon their appointment, the Contractor will be appointed to the role of PSDP and 
will take on the role of Project Supervisor of the Construction Stage (PSCS). The Contractor will 
be appointed to the role of PSDP and PSCS for the installation, commissioning, testing of all 
equipment, and handover.  

2.4.2 Site Manager 

A Site Manager will be responsible for the day to day running of the site and will direct and 
oversee the activities of the Contractor and subcontractors throughout the works. The Site 
Manager will be responsible for programming of the works, will consult regularly with the 
Employer and will maintain site safety. 

2.5 Contact Details 

As detailed previously the requirement to develop, maintain and operate a detailed RWMP will 
form part of the contract documents for the project and will be updated by the appointed 
Contractor in advance of the commencement of construction activities on site. At that time the 
table below will be updated to provide the description and roles of key personnel for the detailed 
design and construction phase. 

Table 2.1: Contact Details of Site Personnel and their Roles Template 

Organisation Role Name Contact Number Email 

To be confirmed To be confirmed To be 
confirmed 

To be confirmed To be confirmed 

To be confirmed To be confirmed To be 
confirmed 

To be confirmed To be confirmed 

To be confirmed To be confirmed To be 
confirmed 

To be confirmed To be confirmed 

To be confirmed To be confirmed To be 
confirmed 

To be confirmed To be confirmed 
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Planning waste 
minimisation 
during 
construction 

Waste prevention and reduction 
measures 

Responsibility3 Date action 
commenced 

Provide secure storage to minimise the 
generation of damaged materials/theft. 

Keep deliveries packaged until they are ready 
to be used. 

Inspect deliveries on arrival. 

Increase the use of recycled content; this could 
include traditional use of recovered material 
such as crushed concrete waste and by 
procuring mainstream manufactured products 
with higher recycled content than their peers.  

It is expected that any waste generated will be recycled off site in accordance with the CEMP, 
RWMP and regulatory requirements, where feasible. Waste will only be sent for recovery or 
disposal if no other reasonable economically or technically feasible alternative can be found.  

3.1.2 Opportunity for Reuse/ Recycling 

Material that is generated will be reused on site or salvaged for subsequent reuse to the 
greatest extent possible or recycled. Disposal will only be considered as a last resort. Initiatives 
will be put in place to maximise the efficient use/reuse of materials. 

Appropriate and adequate waste segregation areas will be provided at secure locations on site. 
The number and size of containers and the number of uplifts required will be determined at a 
later stage in the project. The Contractor will ensure that containers are not filled beyond the 
maximum loading capacity of the collection vehicle. Effective inspection, containment and 
control measures will be implemented to ensure that no litter escapes from the construction site. 
Litter pickers will be employed within the construction site as required. 

3.1.2.1 Decommissioning  

Partial dismantling of coalyard (i.e. stacker reclaimers and rising conveyor bridges) will be 
required as part of proposed development works at Moneypoint Generating Station. Material 
and coal (from the wash down of structures) arising from the dismantling process will be 
carefully stored and segregated to be sent off site for further treatment (where required) to be 
recycled and/or recovered at authorised facilities, where possible.  

If any material deemed acceptable is produced from the enabling works e.g. good quality 
topsoil, this will be stored and re-laid within the proposed development. If this is not possible, it 
will be sent for reuse elsewhere or alternatively for further treatment or processing at an 
appropriately permitted facility offsite.  

3.1.2.2 Concrete 

The Contractor will be encouraged to process demolished concrete to be reused as general fill. 

3.1.2.3 Soils 

All soil material will be tested following a waste sampling strategy. In an event that contaminated 
soil material is encountered and subsequently classified as hazardous, this material will be 
stored separately to any non-hazardous material and disposed of appropriately. The Contractor 
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Waste Type LoW Code5 Description Waste Classification  

17 04 11 Cables other than those mentioned 
in 17 04 10 

Non-hazardous 

Soil (including excavated 
soil from contaminated 
sites), stones and dredging 
spoil 

17 05 03* Soil and stones containing 
hazardous substances 

Hazardous 

17 05 04 Soil and stones other than those 
mentioned in 17 05 03 

Non-hazardous 

17 05 05* Dredging spoil containing 
hazardous substances 

Hazardous 

17 05 06 Dredging spoil other than those 
mentioned in 17 05 05 

Non-hazardous 

17 05 07* Track ballast containing hazardous 
substances 

Hazardous 

17 05 08 Track ballast other than those 
mentioned in 17 05 07 

Non-hazardous 

Insulation materials and 
asbestos-containing 
construction materials 

17 06 01* Insulation material containing 
asbestos 

Hazardous 

17 06 03 Other insulation materials 
consisting of or containing 
hazardous substances 

Non-hazardous 

17 06 04 Insultation materials other than 
those mentioned in 17 06 01 and 17 
06 03 

Non-hazardous 

17 06 05  Construction material containing 
asbestos 

Non-hazardous 

Gypsum based 
construction material 

17 08 01 Gypsum-based construction 
materials contaminated with 
hazardous substances 

Non-hazardous 

17 08 02 Gypsum-based construction 
material other than those mentioned 
in 17 08 01 

Non-hazardous 

Other construction and 
demolition wastes 

17 09 01 Construction and demolition wastes 
containing mercury 

Non-hazardous 

17 09 02* Construction and demolition wastes 
containing PCBs 

Hazardous 

17 09 03* Other construction and demolition 
wastes (including mixed wastes) 
containing hazardous substances 

Hazardous 

17 09 04 Mixed construction and demolition 
wastes other than those mentioned 
in 17 09 01, 17 09 02 and 17 09 03 

Mirror non-hazardous  

Note:   The table may be subject to change in the construction phase content review.   

4.2 Waste Management Targets 

The Contractor will be obliged to aim for an overall recycling rate of at least 70% of C&D 
material (exact target to be confirmed), in accordance with EU targets under Waste Framework 
Directive (2008/98/EC) as well as regional waste management targets. Waste management 
targets for anticipated waste arisings regarding reuse / recycling / recovery and disposal rates 
are presented in Table 4.2 below. A Construction Resource and Waste Inventory Template is 
included in Appendix A of this RWMP. 
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Table 4.2: Waste management targets  

Waste Type Reuse / Recovery % Recycling % Disposal % 

Concrete To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Bricks To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Tiles and ceramics To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Wood To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Glass To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Plastic To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Bituminous mixtures To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Coal tar and tarred products To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Copper, bronze brass To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Aluminium To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Lead To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Zinc To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Iron and steel To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Tin To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Cables  To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Soil and stones  To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Dredging spoil  To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Track ballast  To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Asbestos To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Gypsum  To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Mercury To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) To be confirmed To be confirmed To be confirmed 

4.3 Waste Management Costs 

4.3.1 Financial Cost Associated with Waste 

An outline of the costs associated with different aspects of waste management is provided 
below. The total cost of implementing the RWMP will have to take into account handling costs, 
storage costs, transportation costs, revenue from rebates and disposal costs. 

4.3.2 Reuse / Recovery 

Waste sent off site for recovery will only be conveyed by an authorised Waste Contractor and 
transported from the proposed development to an authorised site of recovery/disposal in a 
manner which will not adversely affect the environment. All employees will be required to 
comply with the obligations under the RWMP. 

Reusing of materials on site will reduce disposal costs. Inert soils, gravel and stones which 
cannot be reused on site may be classified as a by-product (under Article 27 of the 2011 Waste 
Directive Regulations). This material may be used as capping material for ASA, or for the 
reinstatement of quarries, subject to approvals by the EPA. This material is often taken free of 
charge for such purposes, or when used as capping in landfills will not attract the landfill tax 
levy, thereby reducing final waste disposal costs. 

 





https://epawebapp.epa.ie/terminalfour/waste/index.jsp?disclaimer=yes&Submit=Continue
https://epawebapp.epa.ie/terminalfour/waste/index.jsp?disclaimer=yes&Submit=Continue
https://epawebapp.epa.ie/terminalfour/waste/waste-view.jsp?regno=W0146-01
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/waste/national-waste-statistics/infrastructure/
https://epawebapp.epa.ie/terminalfour/ippc/ippc-view.jsp?regno=W0165-02
https://epawebapp.epa.ie/terminalfour/ippc/ippc-view.jsp?regno=W0109-02
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Active 
Licence 
No. 

Facility 
type 

Name of 
the facility 

Location Capacity of C&D 
waste for 
disposal/recovery 
(Maximum tonnes 
per annum) 

Additional notes 

Management 
Facility 

Co. Kildare 

construction and landfill 
restoration10 

Source: EPA 20237, 20229 and 201310, 10  Note: *Waste Licence now deemed Industrial Emissions Licence **Figure 
does not include household waste capacity 
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All waste material will be managed in accordance with the Waste Management Act 1996 (as 
amended) and associated Regulations e.g., all hauliers will hold waste licences and/or 
Certificates of Registration (COR) for the specified LoW codes and the appropriate local 
authority at the final destination. Waste will only be sent to facilities authorised to accept, treat 
and / or dispose of the material. Copies of all waste accreditations relevant to the waste 
treatment / collection will be retained with other waste records. 

Additionally, waste records will be reported on annual basis to EPA as part of the Annual 
Environmental Report required for the IE Licence and reported for the purpose of the Pollutant 
Release and Transfer Register (under the Pollutant Release and Transfer Regulation (EC) No 
166/2006), where relevant. 

5.4 Communications 

The Resource Manager will be responsible for internal reporting of resource statistics to the 
Employer. This will include performance relative to agreed targets and objectives which will be 
included as an agenda item at site meetings.  

The Resource Manager will engage with County Clare Council and the EPA on any site 
inspection or enforcement audits undertaken at the site. All follow-up actions and corrective 
actions will be logged and reported to County Clare Council.  

The Resource Manager will engage with other stakeholders (the public, etc.) as appropriate in 
relation to the resource management on site. 

Upon completion of construction, the Resource Manager will prepare a final report summarising 
the outcomes of resource management processes adopted, the total reuse and recovery figures 
and the final destinations of all resources taken off-site. This report will be issued to the 
Employer and Clare County Council. 

5.5 Waste Auditing 

The effectiveness of this plan, and its implementation, will be subject to routine audits by the 
Resource Manager throughout the duration of the project. The purpose of the waste audit is to 
highlight the problems that waste can cause and the benefits of prevention and minimisation. 

The audits will focus on material inputs to the project (assignment of materials to specific uses 
within the works) and the waste outputs for each operation, identifying additional opportunities 
for waste reduction, reuse and recycling. The audits will also investigate the operational factors 
and management policies that contribute to the generation of waste and identify appropriate 
corrective actions, where necessary. 

The audit findings will reflect the success or failure of reaching performance targets and 
subsequent Action Plans will be developed to address any issues and highlight corrective 
actions that may be taken in relation to management policies or site practices in order to bring 
about further waste reductions. Inspections of the waste storage areas will be undertaken on a 
weekly basis, issues relating to housekeeping, inappropriate storage and / or segregation will be 
actioned at the earliest practicable opportunity. 
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6 Site Infrastructure 

Measures associated with onsite signage, separation, and storage for handling and managing 
of waste and resources that will be implemented include: 

1. Prior to construction, the site layout will be reviewed by ESB to ensure that the proposed 
Waste Storage Areas (WSAs) have adequate space for storage and handling. A temporary 
WSA has been designated to stockpile waste, which will be in an area close to the existing 
weighbridge. 

2. WSAs include stockpiles, skips or secure containers for hazardous materials. All WSAs will 
be assessed as fit for purpose and suitably contained, or bunded as require. 

3. The WSA will be set out to reduce any potential impact on sensitive human or natural 
environments and a suitable buffer will be applied to mitigate any impact. 

4. Labelling and signage will be used onsite to inform personnel of key WSA requirements and 
restrictions, with clear signage provided on all WSAs. 

5. Signage will provide information to assist good resource practice across the site. 

 



Mott MacDonald | Moneypoint Security of Supply 
Appendix C.1 Resource and Waste Management Plan 
 

229101323 | 401_7 | PL | January 2024 
 
 

Page 25 of 31 

A. Construction Resource and Waste 
Inventory Template 
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C.2 Traffic Management Plan 
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Figure 2.1: Main Construction Route 5 
Figure 3.1: Temporary Traffic Signage Examples 10 
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Figure 1.1: Site Context Plan 

 
Source: ESB, Strategic Site Location Map, Darwing Reference, QP-000017-65-D451-001-001-000  
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2 Construction Traffic  

2.1 Construction Programme  

The commencement date is subject to the date of grant of planning permission, pre-
commencement obligations and progression of the design to construction stage. The key stages 
and activities within the construction programme and construction working hours are discussed 
hereafter.  

The timing of stages and activities are approximate based upon experience of similar projects, 
providing a guide, rather than a definitive programme of events. This timeline may vary 
depending on the time of year, weather conditions and the availability of specialised equipment. 
If feasible, the Main Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) Contractor may seek to 
improve upon the programme duration. 

It is envisaged that construction of the proposed development will commence in September 
2024 and will be completed in approximately 21 months. It is envisaged that a separate contract 
will be required to undertake partial dismantling of the coalyard. The dismantling process is 
expected to take four months. 

Further detail regarding the construction programme can be found in Chapter 4 of the EIAR. 

2.2 Construction Traffic 

The construction traffic movements will comprise those associated with the movement of 
construction personnel and Heavy Good Vehicles (HGVs) transporting construction materials or 
plant. 

HGV traffic will access the proposed development from the N67 and N68 national secondary 
routes via Kilrush. Figure 2.1indicates the main construction HGV traffic route between the N68 
(Ennis) to the proposed development.
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Figure 2.1: Main Construction Route 

 
Source: Mott MacDonald and ESB 
  











https://www.trafficsigns.ie/tsm-cur
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5 Summary Statement  

This TMP represents a commitment to satisfy reviewing authority requirements and sets out 
proposed traffic management and contingency planning measures to enhance road safety and 
limit adverse effects of construction traffic on the existing road network and the communities it 
serves. It is anticipated that once the Contractors are appointed, further useful information will 
become available, including a finalised construction programme, and such details will be 
submitted to Clare Clare County Council for information and / or agreement as appropriate. 
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Table 3.1: Consequence Modelling Scenarios & Input Data 

 

LOCATION & CONSEQUENCE 
TYPE

Proposed Representative Inventory of 
COMAH Substances for Consequence 

Modelling
Type of Model Temp Pressure Release Aperture

Height of 
Release

No. of 
Vessels

Tank 
Head (m)

Bund Size

1 HFO TANKS

1.1 Pool Fire 25,000 tonnes HFO (one tank) Leak + Ignition 55C Atmos.
1. Instantaneous
2. Release through 50mm pipe over 
30mins

0.5m 4 13.6 9,971m2

2 DIESEL TANK

2.1 Pool Fire 300 tonnes Diesel (one tank) Leak + Ignition 20C Atmos.
1. Instantaneous
2. Release through 50mm pipe over 
30mins

0.5m 2 6.5 560m2

3

3.1 Pool Fire 153 tonnes HFO (release for 15mins) Leak + Ignition 60C 6barg

1. Full rupture of 100mm diam 
loading/unloading line
2. 10% leak of 100mm diam 
loading/unloading line

0.5m 1 N/A Unbunded

4

4.1 Pool Fire 25.5 tonnes Diesel Leak + Ignition 20C Atmos.
1. Instantaneous
2. Release through 50mm pipe 

0.5m 1 3.5 Unbunded

5

5.1 Pool Fire 25.5 tonnes Diesel Leak + Ignition 20C 4barg

1. Full rupture of 100mm diam 
loading/unloading line
2. 10% leak of 100mm diam 
loading/unloading line

0.5m 1 N/A Unbunded

HFO MARINE TANKER UNLOADING

DIESEL ROAD TANKER 

DIESEL ROAD TANKER UNLOADING
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Table 3.7: Results for Scenario 3.1 due to 10% Leak of Unloading Line 10mm 

Endpoint  
Pool Fire 

kW/m2 
Distance to Endpoint (m) 

D5 F2 

1% Fatality 8.02 113 109 

10% Fatality 10.9 103 97 

50% Fatality 15.9 91 85 

99% Fatality 31.5 76 66 

 

The land site boundary to the west is approximately 1,000m from the Jetty at its nearest point. To 
the east the boundary is approximately 300m from the Jetty at its nearest point. However to the 
east lies Moneypoint Quarry and the endpoints of interest extend slightly into this location. As can 
be seen from Tables 3.6 & 3.7 none of the endpoints of interest extend to the site boundary to the 
west. This is shown in Figure 3.3. 

The Land-use Planning implications of this scenario are considered further in Section 4.1.  

 

Figure 3.3: Late Pool Fire at the Jetty due to marine tanker unloading 
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Table 3.12: Description of Shannon SAC and SPA 

Site Name Description 

Lower River 
Shannon        
Special Area of 
Conservation 
(SAC)                
Site Code: 002165 

The Lower River Shannon Special Area of Conservation (Site Code:  002165) is a large site that encompasses the lower 
reaches of the River Shannon extending from just south of Lough Derg at its eastern end to a line drawn from Loop Head to 
Kerry Head at the west. The site is a candidate SAC selected for lagoons and alluvial wet woodlands, both habitats listed on 
Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. The site is a candidate SAC selected for lagoons and alluvial wet woodlands, both 
habitats listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. The site is also selected for floating river vegetation, Molinia 
meadows, estuaries, tidal mudflats, Atlantic salt meadows, Mediterranean salt meadows, Salicornia mudflats, sand banks, 
perennial vegetation of stony banks, sea cliffs, reefs and large shallow inlets and bays all habitats listed on Annex I of the 
E.U. Habitats Directive. This site is of great ecological interest as it contains a high number of habitats and species listed on 
Annexes I and II of the E.U. Habitats Directive, including the priority habitat lagoon, the only known resident population of 
Bottle-nosed Dolphin in Ireland and all three Irish lamprey species. Most of the estuarine part of the site has been designated 
a Special Protection Area (SPA), under the E.U. Birds Directive, primarily to protect the large numbers of migratory birds 
present in winter. 
 
Site-specific conservation objectives are set which aim to define favourable conservation conditions for the Lower Shannon 
Estuary SAC. The objectives include restoring the following:  Freshwater Pearl Mussel , Freshwater Pearl Mussel , Sea 
Lamprey, Salmon, Condition of Coastal lagoons, Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae), Otter , Condition 
of Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi), Condition of Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior 
(Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) 
 
The objectives also include maintaining the: 
1. Brook Lamprey  
2. Condition of River Lamprey 
3. Condition of Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time  
4. Condition of Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide condition of large shallow inlets and bays 
5. Favourable conservation condition of Reefs 
6. Favourable conservation condition of Perennial vegetation of strong banks 
7. Favourable conservation condition of Vegetated sea cliffs 
8. Favourable conservation condition of Salicornia and other annuals colonizing mud and sand 
9. Favourable conservation condition of Bottlenose Dolphin 
10. Favourable conservation condition of Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and 

Callitricho-Batrachiion vegetation 
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Site Name Description 

11. Favourable conservation condition of Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt laden soils (Molinion 
caeruleae) 

12. Favourable conservation condition of Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion 
incanae, Salicion albae) 

River Shannon and 
River Fergus 
Estuaries Special 
Protection Area 
(SPA) 
Site Code: 004077 
 

The estuaries of the River Shannon and River Fergus form the largest estuarine complex in Ireland. The site has vast 
expanses of intertidal flats. The main macro-invertebrate community present is a Macoma Scrobicularia-Nereis community 
which provides a rich food resource for the wintering birds. The site provides both feeding and roosting areas for the wintering 
birds. Salt marsh vegetation frequently fringes the mudflats and this provides important high tide roost areas for the wintering 
birds. Habitat quality for most of the estuarine habitats is good. The site is the most important coastal wetland site in the 
country and regularly supports in excess of 50,000 wintering waterfowl (mean of 59,183 for the 4 seasons 1996-97 to 
1999/00), a concentration easily of international importance. Apart from the wintering birds, large numbers of some species 
also pass through the site whilst on migration in spring and/or autumn. Regular species include Blacktailed Godwit, Whimbrel 
and Greenshank. This site is of great ornithological interest, being of international importance on account of the numbers of 
wintering birds it supports. It also supports internationally important numbers of three species, i.e. Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwit 
and Redshank. In addition, there are 16 species that have populations of national importance. Also of note is that three of the 
species which occur regularly are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, i.e. Whooper Swan, Golden Plover and Bar-
tailed Godwit. 
 
Site-specific conservation objectives are set which aim to define favourable conservation conditions for the River Shannon 
and River Fergus Estuaries. The main objective is to maintain the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat in 
the River Shannon and River Fergus SPA as a resource for the regularly-occurring migratory waterbirds that utilise it.  
 
The objective is to maintain the favourable conservation condition for the following: Cormorant, Whooper Swan,  Light-bellied 
Brent Goose,  Shelduck,  Wigeon,  Teal,  Pintail, Scaup,  Ringed Plover, Golden Plover,  Grey Plover,  Lapwing,  Dunlin,  
Black-tailed Godwit,  Bar-tailed Godwit, Curlew,  Redshank, Greenshank,  Black-headed Gull  



https://echa.europa.eu/brief-profile/-/briefprofile/100.064.230












https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/219154/cdoif_guideline__environmental_risk_assessment_v2.pdf
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E. Air Quality Supporting Information  

 

 



 
 

 

   

   
 

 

E.1 Modelled Buildings  
 

Table E.1: Building Dimensions used within the Assessment  

Figure 
ID 

Name X (m) Y (m) Height 
(m) 

X-Length 
(m) 

Y-Length 
(m) 

Angle 
(°) 

1 Engine Room 471249 5828599 33 216 39 340 

2 Bunker bay 471254 5828625 49 224 13 340 

3 Boiler Unit 3 471195 5828672 65 41 34 340 

4 Boiler Unit 2 471271 5828644 65 41 34 340 

5 Boiler Unit 1 471328 5828624 65 41 34 340 

6 ESP 3 471213 5828724 33 44 37 340 

7 ESP 2 471290 5828696 33 44 37 340 

8 ESP 1 471347 5828675 33 44 37 340 

9 FGD 3 471243 5828782 50 25 35 340 

10 FGD 2 471309 5828760 50 25 35 340 

11 FGD 1 471370 5828739 50 25 35 340 

12 Industrial Water Tank 471145 5828796 24 15 - - 

13 FGD Product Silo 1 471156 5828786 47 13 - - 

14 FGD Product Silo 2 471154 5828772 47 13 - - 

15 Burnt lime silo 1 471206 5828822 47 14 - - 

16 Burnt lime silo 2 471204 5828805 47 14 - - 

17 Control building 471273 5828648 18 240 44 340 

18 Proposed auxiliary boiler 471148 5828708 11 20 18 340 

19 Air heating structure 3 471202 5828693 33 41 10 340 

20 Air heating structure 2 471279 5828665 33 41 10 340 

21 Air heating structure 1 471335 5828645 33 41 10 340 

22 SCR 3 471204 5828699 49 41 10 340 

23 SCR 2 471281 5828670 49 41 10 340 

24 SCR 1 471337 5828650 49 41 10 340 

25 Waste recycling building 471174 5828747 5 13 33 338 

Notes: Coordinate system: UTM Zone 29 North.  X and Y coordinates are for the centroid position of each building 
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Figure  E.1: Buildings Included in the Model  

 
Source: Mott MacDonald, 2023 
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E.2 Ecological Receptors  

Table E.2: Ecological Designated Sites  Considered within the Assessment  

Site Name  Site Designation  Site Code  

Lower River Shannon SAC SAC 2165 

�6�W�D�F�N�¶�V���W�R���0�X�O�O�D�J�K�D�U�H�L�U�N Mountains, West Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle SPA SPA 2130 

River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA SPA 2298 

Mid-Clare Coast SPA SPA 1257 

Ballyallia Lough SPA SPA 1774 

Tralee Bay Complex SPA SPA 2269 

Illaunonearaun SPA SPA 717 

Kerry Head SPA SPA 2280 

Carrowmore Point to Spanish Point and Islands SAC SAC 1021 

Kilkee Reefs SAC SAC 2264 

Tullaher Lough And Bog SAC SAC 2343 

Carrowmore Dunes SAC SAC 2250 

Newhall and Edenvale Complex SAC SAC 2091 

Ballyallia Lake SAC SAC 14 

Moanveanlagh Bog SAC SAC 2351 

Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour SAC SAC 332 

Bunnaruddee Bog NHA NHA 1352 

Cragnashingaun Bogs NHA NHA 2400 

Lough Acrow Bogs NHA NHA 2421 

Lough Naminna Bog NHA NHA 2367 

Moyreen Bog NHA NHA 2361 

Slievecallan Mountain Bog NHA NHA 2397 

Carrigkerry Bogs NHA NHA 2399 

Illaunonearaun NHA NHA 1014 

White Strand pNHA 1007 

�6�W���6�H�Q�D�Q�¶�V���/�R�X�J�K pNHA 1025 

Tarbert Bay pNHA 1386 

Ballylongford Bay pNHA 1332 

Pouladatig Cave pNHA 637 

Cahircalla Wood pNHA 1001 

Lough Cleggan pNHA 1331 

Derrygeeha Lough pNHA 1141 

Cloonsnaghta Lough pNHA 1004 

Gortglass Lough pNHA 1015 

Cahiracon Wood pNHA 1000 

Fergus Estuary And Inner Shannon, North Shore pNHA 2048 

Inner Shannon Estuary �± South Shore pNHA 111 

Barrigone pNHA 2296 

Moanveanlagh Bog pNHA 2037 

Cashen River Estuary pNHA 1340 

Farrihy Lough pNHA 2257 
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Site Name  Site Designation  Site Code  

Carrowmore Point To Spanish Point And Islands pNHA 1021 

Carrowmore Marsh pNHA 1007 

Clonderalaw Bay pNHA 584 

Scattery Island pNHA 1911 

Poulnasherry Bay pNHA 1774 

Tullaher Lough And Bog pNHA 1776 

Newhall And Edenvale Complex pNHA 2091 

Ballyallia Lake pNHA 440 

Glenastar Wood pNHA 1431 

Akeragh, Banna And Barrow Harbour pNHA 585 

Beal Point pNHA 1335 

Sturamus Island pNHA 1436 
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E.3 Modelled Impacts at Ecological Receptors  

Table E.3: Annual Mean NOx and SO 2 PC Results at Ecological Receptors (µg/m 3)  

Receptor  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

NOx SO2  NOx SO2 

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

PC 
PC as % 
of AQS  

PC 
PC as % 
of AQS  

River Shannon and River Fergus 
Estuaries SPA 

0.3 0.9% 0.3 1.4% 1.2 4.1% 0.3 1.3% 

Stack's to Mullaghareirk 
Mountains, West Limerick Hills 
and Mount Eagle SPA 

0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

Mid-Clare Coast SPA 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Ballyallia Lough SPA 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Kerry Head SPA 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Tralee Bay Complex SPA 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Illaunonearaun SPA 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

Lower River Shannon SAC 0.3 0.9% 0.3 1.4% 1.2 3.9% 0.3 1.3% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog SAC 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.7% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.5% 

Carrowmore Point to Spanish 
Point and Islands SAC 

0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Carrowmore Dunes SAC 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Newhall and Edenvale Complex 
SAC 

0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Ballyallia Lake SAC 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Moanveanlagh Bog SAC 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Akeragh, Banna and Barrow 
Harbour SAC 

0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Kilkee Reefs SAC 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.7% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.5% 

Bunnaruddee Bog NHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Cragnashingaun Bogs NHA 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

Slievecallan Mountain Bog NHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

Lough Naminna Bog NHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Lough Acrow Bogs NHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

Moyreen Bog NHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Carrigkerry Bogs NHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Illaunonearaun NHA 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

St.Senan's Lough pNHA 0.2 0.7% 0.2 1.1% 0.2 0.8% 0.2 1.0% 

Clonderalaw Bay pNHA 0.3 0.9% 0.3 1.3% 0.3 0.9% 0.2 1.1% 

Tarbert Bay pNHA 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.7% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.6% 

Ballylongford Bay pNHA 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.6% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.6% 

Scattery Island pNHA 0.2 0.5% 0.2 0.8% 0.2 0.5% 0.1 0.7% 

Poulnasherry Bay pNHA 0.2 0.7% 0.2 1.0% 0.2 0.6% 0.2 0.8% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog pNHA 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.7% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.5% 

Carrowmore Point To Spanish 
Point And Islands pNHA 

0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

White Strand/Carrowmore Marsh 
pNHA 

0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 
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Receptor  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

NOx SO2  NOx SO2 

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

PC 
PC as % 
of AQS  

PC 
PC as % 
of AQS  

Fergus Estuary And Inner 
Shannon, North Shore pNHA 

0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Pouladatig Cave pNHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Newhall And Edenvale Complex 
pNHA 

0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Cahircalla Wood pNHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Lough Cleggan pNHA 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Ballyallia Lake pNHA 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Derrygeeha Lough pNHA 0.2 0.6% 0.2 0.9% 0.2 0.5% 0.1 0.7% 

Cloonsnaghta Lough pNHA 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.6% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Gortglass Lough pNHA 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.6% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Cahiracon Wood pNHA 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.5% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Glenastar Wood pNHA 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 

Sturamus Island pNHA 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

Inner Shannon Estuary - South 
Shore pNHA 

0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 

Barrigone pNHA 0.1 0.2% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Moanveanlagh Bog pNHA 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Cashen River Estuary pNHA 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Akeragh, Banna And Barrow 
Harbour pNHA 

0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Farrihy Lough pNHA 0.1 0.4% 0.1 0.6% 0.1 0.3% 0.1 0.4% 

Beal Point pNHA 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 0.0 0.1% 

Notes: PC: Process contribution 

 PCs presented to at least one significant figure to show results are greater than 0 and is not an indication of 
model accuracy. 

 NOx AQS (critical level) is 30µg/m3; SO2 AQS (critical level) is 20µg/m3 
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Table E.4: Annual Mean NOx and SO 2 PEC Results at Ecological Receptors (µg/m 3) 

Receptor  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

NOx SO2  NOx SO2 

PEC PEC as 
% of 
AQS  

PEC PEC as 
% of 
AQS 

PEC 
PEC as 
% of 
AQS 

PEC 
PEC as 
% of 
AQS 

River Shannon and River 
Fergus Estuaries SPA 

9.7 32.4% 1.7 8.7% 10.6 35.5% 1.7 8.6% 

Stack's to Mullaghareirk 
Mountains, West Limerick Hills 
and Mount Eagle SPA 

9.5 31.7% 0.3 1.5% 9.5 31.6% 0.3 1.4% 

Mid-Clare Coast SPA 9.5 31.8% 0.3 1.6% 9.5 31.7% 0.3 1.5% 

Ballyallia Lough SPA 9.5 31.6% 0.5 2.5% 9.5 31.5% 0.5 2.5% 

Kerry Head SPA 9.5 31.5% 0.2 1.1% 9.4 31.5% 0.2 1.1% 

Tralee Bay Complex SPA 9.4 31.5% 0.3 1.4% 9.4 31.5% 0.3 1.3% 

Illaunonearaun SPA 9.5 31.7% 0.2 1.2% 9.5 31.7% 0.2 1.1% 

Lower River Shannon SAC 9.7 32.4% 1.7 8.7% 10.6 35.3% 1.7 8.6% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog SAC 9.6 31.9% 0.3 1.6% 9.5 31.8% 0.3 1.5% 

Carrowmore Point to Spanish 
Point and Islands SAC 

9.5 31.7% 0.3 1.5% 9.5 31.7% 0.3 1.4% 

Carrowmore Dunes SAC 9.5 31.8% 0.3 1.6% 9.5 31.7% 0.3 1.5% 

Newhall and Edenvale 
Complex SAC 

9.5 31.6% 0.3 1.5% 9.5 31.6% 0.3 1.4% 

Ballyallia Lake SAC 9.5 31.6% 0.7 3.7% 9.5 31.5% 0.7 3.6% 

Moanveanlagh Bog SAC 9.5 31.5% 0.3 1.5% 9.5 31.5% 0.3 1.5% 

Akeragh, Banna and Barrow 
Harbour SAC 

9.4 31.5% 0.2 1.2% 9.4 31.5% 0.2 1.2% 

Kilkee Reefs SAC 9.6 31.9% 0.4 2.2% 9.5 31.8% 0.4 2.0% 

Bunnaruddee Bog NHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.5% 

Cragnashingaun Bogs NHA 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Slievecallan Mountain Bog 
NHA 

9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Lough Naminna Bog NHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Lough Acrow Bogs NHA 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Moyreen Bog NHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Carrigkerry Bogs NHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Illaunonearaun NHA 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 

St.Senan's Lough pNHA 9.6 32.1% 1.7 8.4% 9.7 32.2% 1.7 8.3% 

Clonderalaw Bay pNHA 9.7 32.3% 1.7 8.7% 9.7 32.3% 1.7 8.4% 

Tarbert Bay pNHA 9.6 31.9% 1.6 8.0% 9.6 31.9% 1.6 7.9% 

Ballylongford Bay pNHA 9.6 31.8% 1.6 8.0% 9.6 31.9% 1.6 7.9% 

Scattery Island pNHA 9.6 32.0% 1.6 8.1% 9.6 31.9% 1.6 8.0% 

Poulnasherry Bay pNHA 9.6 32.1% 1.7 8.3% 9.6 32.0% 1.6 8.2% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog 
pNHA 

9.6 31.9% 1.6 8.0% 9.5 31.8% 1.6 7.9% 

Carrowmore Point To Spanish 
Point And Islands pNHA 

9.5 31.7% 1.6 7.8% 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 
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Receptor  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

NOx SO2  NOx SO2 

PEC PEC as 
% of 
AQS  

PEC PEC as 
% of 
AQS 

PEC 
PEC as 
% of 
AQS 

PEC 
PEC as 
% of 
AQS 

White Strand/Carrowmore 
Marsh pNHA 

9.5 31.8% 1.6 7.8% 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 

Fergus Estuary And Inner 
Shannon, North Shore pNHA 

9.5 31.7% 1.6 7.8% 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 

Pouladatig Cave pNHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.5% 

Newhall And Edenvale 
Complex pNHA 

9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Cahircalla Wood pNHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.5% 

Lough Cleggan pNHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 

Ballyallia Lake pNHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 

Derrygeeha Lough pNHA 9.6 32.0% 1.6 8.2% 9.6 31.9% 1.6 8.0% 

Cloonsnaghta Lough pNHA 9.5 31.8% 1.6 7.9% 9.5 31.8% 1.6 7.8% 

Gortglass Lough pNHA 9.5 31.8% 1.6 7.9% 9.5 31.7% 1.6 7.8% 

Cahiracon Wood pNHA 9.5 31.7% 1.6 7.8% 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 

Glenastar Wood pNHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 

Sturamus Island pNHA 9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Inner Shannon Estuary - 
South Shore pNHA 

9.5 31.7% 1.5 7.7% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Barrigone pNHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.6% 

Moanveanlagh Bog pNHA 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 

Cashen River Estuary pNHA 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 

Akeragh, Banna And Barrow 
Harbour pNHA 

9.4 31.5% 1.5 7.4% 9.4 31.5% 1.5 7.4% 

Farrihy Lough pNHA 9.5 31.8% 1.6 7.9% 9.5 31.7% 1.6 7.8% 

Beal Point pNHA 9.5 31.6% 1.5 7.5% 9.5 31.5% 1.5 7.5% 

Notes: PEC: Predicted environmental concentration 

 PECs presented to at least one significant figure to show results are greater than 0 and is not an indication of 
model accuracy. 

 NOx AQS (critical level) is 30µg/m3; SO2 AQS (critical level) is 20µg/m3 

Ambient concentrations (Acs) for the SAC and SPA sites were taken from APIS. For the NHA and pNHA sites, 
the maximum AC out of the SAC and SPA sites has been applied on a precautionary basis. 
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Table E.5: Critical Load PC Results �± Nitrogen Deposition   

Receptor   N Deposition (kgN/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most sensitive 
nitrogen critical load class  

Minimum 
nitrogen 
deposition 
critical load  

PC PC as 
% of 
AQS 

PC PC as 
% of 
AQS 

River Shannon and River 
Fergus Estuaries SPA 

Shifting coastal dunes 5 0.2 3.2% 0.2 3.2% 

Stack's to Mullaghareirk 
Mountains, West Limerick 
Hills and Mount Eagle SPA 

Northern wet heath: Calluna-
dominated wet heath (upland 
moorland) 

20 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Mid-Clare Coast SPA Shifting coastal dunes 5 0.1 1.3% 0.1 1.0% 

Ballyallia Lough SPA Low and medium altitude hay 
meadows 

15 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.1% 

Kerry Head SPA Low and medium altitude hay 
meadows 

5 0.0 0.3% 0.0 0.2% 

Tralee Bay Complex SPA Low and medium altitude hay 
meadows 

5 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Illaunonearaun SPA Pioneer, low-mid, mid-upper 
saltmarshes 

20 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Lower River Shannon SAC Pioneer, low-mid, mid-upper 
saltmarshes 

5 0.2 3.2% 0.2 3.2% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog 
SAC 

Raised and blanket bogs 5 0.1 1.7% 0.1 1.3% 

Carrowmore Point to 
Spanish Point and Islands 
SAC 

Pioneer, low-mid, mid-upper 
saltmarshes 

5 0.1 1.1% 0.0 0.9% 

Carrowmore Dunes SAC Shifting coastal dunes 5 0.1 1.3% 0.1 1.0% 

Newhall and Edenvale 
Complex SAC 

Broadleaved deciduous 
woodland 

10 0.1 0.6% 0.0 0.4% 

Ballyallia Lake SAC No comparable habitat with 
established critical load estimate 
available 

NA NA NA NA NA 

Moanveanlagh Bog SAC Raised and blanket bogs 5 0.0 0.4% 0.0 0.3% 

Akeragh, Banna and Barrow 
Harbour SAC 

Pioneer, low-mid, mid-upper 
saltmarshes 

5 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Kilkee Reefs SAC Designated feature/feature 
habitat not sensitive to 
eutrophication 

NA NA NA NA NA 

Bunnaruddee Bog NHA NA 5 0.0 0.6% 0.0 0.5% 

Cragnashingaun Bogs NHA NA 5 0.0 0.9% 0.0 0.7% 

Slievecallan Mountain Bog 
NHA 

NA 5 0.0 0.9% 0.0 0.7% 

Lough Naminna Bog NHA NA 5 0.0 0.7% 0.0 0.6% 

Lough Acrow Bogs NHA NA 5 0.0 0.9% 0.0 0.7% 

Moyreen Bog NHA NA 5 0.0 0.7% 0.0 0.5% 

Carrigkerry Bogs NHA NA 5 0.0 0.6% 0.0 0.5% 

Illaunonearaun NHA NA 5 0.0 1.0% 0.0 0.8% 

St.Senan's Lough pNHA NA 5 0.1 2.5% 0.1 2.3% 

Clonderalaw Bay pNHA NA 5 0.2 3.1% 0.1 2.7% 
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Receptor   N Deposition (kgN/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most sensitive 
nitrogen critical load class  

Minimum 
nitrogen 
deposition 
critical load  

PC PC as 
% of 
AQS 

PC PC as 
% of 
AQS 

Tarbert Bay pNHA NA 5 0.1 1.5% 0.1 1.3% 

Ballylongford Bay pNHA NA 5 0.1 1.5% 0.1 1.4% 

Scattery Island pNHA NA 5 0.1 1.9% 0.1 1.6% 

Poulnasherry Bay pNHA NA 5 0.1 2.4% 0.1 2.0% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog 
pNHA 

NA 5 0.1 1.7% 0.1 1.3% 

Carrowmore Point To 
Spanish Point And Islands 
pNHA 

NA 5 0.1 1.1% 0.0 0.9% 

White Strand/Carrowmore 
Marsh pNHA 

NA 5 0.1 1.2% 0.0 1.0% 

Fergus Estuary And Inner 
Shannon, North Shore 
pNHA 

NA 5 0.1 1.1% 0.0 0.9% 

Pouladatig Cave pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.6% 0.0 0.5% 

Newhall And Edenvale 
Complex pNHA 

NA 5 0.1 1.2% 0.0 0.9% 

Cahircalla Wood pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.7% 0.0 0.5% 

Lough Cleggan pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.5% 0.0 0.4% 

Ballyallia Lake pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.5% 0.0 0.4% 

Derrygeeha Lough pNHA NA 5 0.1 2.1% 0.1 1.7% 

Cloonsnaghta Lough pNHA NA 5 0.1 1.4% 0.1 1.1% 

Gortglass Lough pNHA NA 5 0.1 1.3% 0.1 1.0% 

Cahiracon Wood pNHA NA 5 0.1 1.1% 0.0 0.9% 

Glenastar Wood pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.5% 0.0 0.4% 

Sturamus Island pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.9% 0.0 0.7% 

Inner Shannon Estuary - 
South Shore pNHA 

NA 5 0.0 0.9% 0.0 0.7% 

Barrigone pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.7% 0.0 0.6% 

Moanveanlagh Bog pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.4% 0.0 0.3% 

Cashen River Estuary pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.4% 0.0 0.3% 

Akeragh, Banna And Barrow 
Harbour pNHA 

NA 5 0.0 0.2% 0.0 0.2% 

Farrihy Lough pNHA NA 5 0.1 1.3% 0.1 1.0% 

Beal Point pNHA NA 5 0.0 0.4% 0.0 0.4% 

Notes: PC: Process contribution 

 PCs presented to at least one significant figure to show results are greater than 0 and is not an indication of 
model accuracy. 
The minimum critical load for SAC and SPA sites have been taken from the most sensitive feature listed on 
the APIS website. 
The minimum critical load applied to the NHA and pNHA sites has been assumed to be 5 kgN/ha/year. 
�µ�1�$�¶���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���Q�R���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���$�3�,�6 
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Table E.6: Critical Load PEC Results �± Nitrogen Deposition   

Receptor   N Deposition (kgN/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most sensitive 
nitrogen critical load 
class  

Minimum 
nitrogen 
deposition 
critical load  

PEC PEC 
as % 
of CL  

PEC PEC 
as % 
of CL  

River Shannon and River 
Fergus Estuaries SPA 

Shifting coastal dunes 5 7.3 145.3% 7.3 145.4% 

Stack's to Mullaghareirk 
Mountains, West Limerick 
Hills and Mount Eagle SPA 

Northern wet heath: 
Calluna-dominated wet 
heath (upland moorland) 

20 7.7 38.5% 7.7 38.4% 

Mid-Clare Coast SPA Shifting coastal dunes 5 4.4 88.0% 4.4 87.7% 

Ballyallia Lough SPA Low and medium altitude 
hay meadows 

15 5.3 35.1% 5.3 35.1% 

Kerry Head SPA Low and medium altitude 
hay meadows 

5 5.1 102.7% 5.1 102.7% 

Tralee Bay Complex SPA Low and medium altitude 
hay meadows 

5 4.5 90.5% 4.5 90.4% 

Illaunonearaun SPA Pioneer, low-mid, mid-
upper saltmarshes 

20 3.9 19.3% 3.8 19.2% 

Lower River Shannon SAC Pioneer, low-mid, mid-
upper saltmarshes 

5 7.3 145.3% 7.3 145.4% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog 
SAC 

Raised and blanket bogs 5 4.4 87.9% 4.4 87.5% 

Carrowmore Point to 
Spanish Point and Islands 
SAC 

Pioneer, low-mid, mid-
upper saltmarshes 

5 4.4 87.0% 4.3 86.8% 

Carrowmore Dunes SAC Shifting coastal dunes 5 4.4 88.0% 4.4 87.7% 

Newhall and Edenvale 
Complex SAC 

Broadleaved deciduous 
woodland 

10 9.2 91.9% 9.2 91.8% 

Ballyallia Lake SAC No comparable habitat with 
established critical load 
estimate available 

NA NA NA NA NA 

Moanveanlagh Bog SAC Raised and blanket bogs 5 5.2 105.0% 5.2 104.9% 

Akeragh, Banna and Barrow 
Harbour SAC 

Pioneer, low-mid, mid-
upper saltmarshes 

5 4.5 90.5% 4.5 90.4% 

Kilkee Reefs SAC Designated feature/feature 
habitat not sensitive to 
eutrophication 

NA NA NA NA NA 

Bunnaruddee Bog NHA NA 5 9.2 183.3% 9.2 183.2% 

Cragnashingaun Bogs NHA NA 5 9.2 183.6% 9.2 183.4% 

Slievecallan Mountain Bog 
NHA 

NA 5 9.2 183.6% 9.2 183.4% 

Lough Naminna Bog NHA NA 5 9.2 183.4% 9.2 183.3% 

Lough Acrow Bogs NHA NA 5 9.2 183.6% 9.2 183.4% 

Moyreen Bog NHA NA 5 9.2 183.4% 9.2 183.3% 

Carrigkerry Bogs NHA NA 5 9.2 183.4% 9.2 183.2% 

Illaunonearaun NHA NA 5 9.2 183.7% 9.2 183.5% 

St.Senan's Lough pNHA NA 5 9.3 185.2% 9.3 185.0% 

Clonderalaw Bay pNHA NA 5 9.3 185.9% 9.3 185.4% 
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Receptor   N Deposition (kgN/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most sensitive 
nitrogen critical load 
class  

Minimum 
nitrogen 
deposition 
critical load  

PEC PEC 
as % 
of CL  

PEC PEC 
as % 
of CL  

Tarbert Bay pNHA NA 5 9.2 184.2% 9.2 184.1% 

Ballylongford Bay pNHA NA 5 9.2 184.2% 9.2 184.1% 

Scattery Island pNHA NA 5 9.2 184.6% 9.2 184.3% 

Poulnasherry Bay pNHA NA 5 9.3 185.1% 9.2 184.7% 

Tullaher Lough And Bog 
pNHA 

NA 5 9.2 184.4% 9.2 184.0% 

Carrowmore Point To 
Spanish Point And Islands 
pNHA 

NA 5 9.2 183.8% 9.2 183.6% 

White Strand/Carrowmore 
Marsh pNHA 

NA 5 9.2 183.9% 9.2 183.7% 

Fergus Estuary And Inner 
Shannon, North Shore 
pNHA 

NA 5 9.2 183.8% 9.2 183.6% 

Pouladatig Cave pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.4% 9.2 183.2% 

Newhall And Edenvale 
Complex pNHA 

NA 5 9.2 183.9% 9.2 183.6% 

Cahircalla Wood pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.4% 9.2 183.2% 

Lough Cleggan pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.3% 9.2 183.1% 

Ballyallia Lake pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.3% 9.2 183.1% 

Derrygeeha Lough pNHA NA 5 9.2 184.8% 9.2 184.4% 

Cloonsnaghta Lough pNHA NA 5 9.2 184.1% 9.2 183.8% 

Gortglass Lough pNHA NA 5 9.2 184.0% 9.2 183.8% 

Cahiracon Wood pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.8% 9.2 183.6% 

Glenastar Wood pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.2% 9.2 183.1% 

Sturamus Island pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.6% 9.2 183.4% 

Inner Shannon Estuary - 
South Shore pNHA 

NA 5 9.2 183.6% 9.2 183.4% 

Barrigone pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.4% 9.2 183.3% 

Moanveanlagh Bog pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.1% 9.2 183.0% 

Cashen River Estuary pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.1% 9.2 183.0% 

Akeragh, Banna And Barrow 
Harbour pNHA 

NA 5 9.1 182.9% 9.1 182.9% 

Farrihy Lough pNHA NA 5 9.2 184.0% 9.2 183.8% 

Beal Point pNHA NA 5 9.2 183.2% 9.2 183.1% 

Notes: PEC: Predicted environmental concentration 

 PECs presented to at least one significant figure to show results are greater than 0 and is not an indication of 
model accuracy. 
The minimum critical load for SAC and SPA sites have been taken from the most sensitive feature listed on 
the APIS website. 
The minimum critical load applied to the NHA and pNHA sites has been assumed to be 5 kgN/ha/year. 
Background rates of nitrogen deposition for the SAC and SPA sites were taken from APIS. For the NHA and 
pNHA sites, the maximum background deposition rate out of the SAC and SPA sites has been applied on a 
precautionary basis. 
�µ�1�$�¶���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���Q�R���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���$�3�,�6 
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Table E.7: Critical Load PC Results �± Acid Deposition   

Receptor   Acid Deposition (keq/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most 
sensitive acidity 
critical load class  

Minimum 
CLMaxN  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

River Shannon and 
River Fergus 
Estuaries SPA 

Freshwater 0.375 0.044 11.9% 0.042 11.3% 

�6�W�D�F�N�¶�V���W�R��
Mullaghareirk 
Mountains, West 
Limerick Hills and 
Mount Eagle SPA 

Acid grassland 0.509 0.012 2.3% 0.009 1.8% 

Mid-Clare Coast 
SPA 

Acid grassland 0.448 0.018 3.9% 0.014 3.1% 

Ballyallia Lough SPA Unmanaged 
Broadleafed/Coniferous 
Woodland 

5.085 0.007 0.1% 0.005 0.1% 

Kerry Head SPA Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.43 0.004 0.9% 0.003 0.7% 

Tralee Bay Complex 
SPA 

Acid grassland 0.398 0.003 0.8% 0.002 0.6% 

Illaunonearaun SPA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Lower River 
Shannon SAC 

Perennial vegetation of 
stony banks 

0.311 0.044 14.3% 0.042 13.7% 

Tullaher Lough And 
Bog SAC 

Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.427 0.022 5.3% 0.018 4.1% 

Carrowmore Point to 
Spanish Point and 
Islands SAC 

Acid grassland 0.448 0.015 3.3% 0.011 2.6% 

Carrowmore Dunes 
SAC 

Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.452 0.018 3.9% 0.014 3.1% 

Newhall and 
Edenvale Complex 
SAC 

Unmanaged 
Broadleafed/Coniferous 
Woodland 

4.851 0.019 0.4% 0.014 0.3% 

Ballyallia Lake SAC NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Moanveanlagh Bog 
SAC 

Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.46 0.005 1.2% 0.004 0.9% 

Akeragh, Banna and 
Barrow Harbour 
SAC 

Acid grassland 0.398 0.003 0.8% 0.002 0.6% 

Kilkee Reefs SAC NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Bunnaruddee Bog 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.008 2.7% 0.007 2.1% 

Cragnashingaun 
Bogs NHA 

NA 0.311 0.012 3.9% 0.010 3.1% 

Slievecallan 
Mountain Bog NHA 

NA 0.311 0.012 3.9% 0.010 3.1% 

Lough Naminna Bog 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.010 3.2% 0.007 2.4% 

Lough Acrow Bogs 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.012 3.7% 0.009 2.8% 

Moyreen Bog NHA NA 0.311 0.009 3.0% 0.007 2.3% 
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Receptor   Acid Deposition (keq/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most 
sensitive acidity 
critical load class  

Minimum 
CLMaxN  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

Carrigkerry Bogs 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.009 2.8% 0.007 2.2% 

Illaunonearaun NHA NA 0.311 0.013 4.2% 0.010 3.3% 

�6�W���6�H�Q�D�Q�¶�V���/�R�X�J�K��
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.035 11.1% 0.031 9.9% 

Clonderalaw Bay 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.042 13.6% 0.035 11.4% 

Tarbert Bay pNHA NA 0.311 0.021 6.7% 0.018 5.8% 

Ballylongford Bay 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.020 6.5% 0.018 5.8% 

Scattery Island 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.025 8.2% 0.022 6.9% 

Poulnasherry Bay 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.032 10.4% 0.027 8.6% 

Tullaher Lough And 
Bog pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.022 7.2% 0.018 5.6% 

Carrowmore Point 
To Spanish Point 
And Islands pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.015 4.7% 0.011 3.7% 

White 
Strand/Carrowmore 
Marsh pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.016 5.3% 0.013 4.1% 

Fergus Estuary And 
Inner Shannon, 
North Shore pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.015 4.8% 0.012 3.7% 

Pouladatig Cave 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.009 2.7% 0.006 2.0% 

Newhall And 
Edenvale Complex 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.019 6.0% 0.014 4.5% 

Cahircalla Wood 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.009 2.9% 0.007 2.2% 

Lough Cleggan 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.007 2.3% 0.005 1.7% 

Ballyallia Lake pNHA NA 0.311 0.007 2.4% 0.005 1.7% 

Derrygeeha Lough 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.028 9.0% 0.022 7.1% 

Cloonsnaghta Lough 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.019 6.0% 0.014 4.7% 

Gortglass Lough 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.018 5.7% 0.014 4.4% 

Cahiracon Wood 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.015 4.8% 0.012 3.7% 

Glenastar Wood 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.007 2.3% 0.005 1.8% 

Sturamus Island 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.012 4.0% 0.010 3.1% 
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Receptor   Acid Deposition (keq/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most 
sensitive acidity 
critical load class  

Minimum 
CLMaxN  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

PC PC as % 
of AQS  

Inner Shannon 
Estuary �± South 
Shore pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.012 3.7% 0.009 2.9% 

Barrigone pNHA NA 0.311 0.010 3.2% 0.007 2.4% 

Moanveanlagh Bog 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.006 1.8% 0.004 1.3% 

Cashen River 
Estuary pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.005 1.8% 0.004 1.3% 

Akeragh, Banna And 
Barrow Harbour 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.003 1.0% 0.002 0.8% 

Farrihy Lough pNHA NA 0.311 0.018 5.7% 0.014 4.4% 

Beal Point pNHA NA 0.311 0.006 2.0% 0.005 1.5% 

Notes: PC: Process contribution  

 PCs PECs presented to three decimal places for comparison against the critical loads for acid and is not an 
indication of model accuracy. 
The minimum CLMaxN for SAC and SPA sites have been taken from the most sensitive feature listed on the 
APIS website. 
The minimum CLMaxN applied to the NHA and pNHA sites has been taken from the most sensitive feature 
listed on APIS for the SAC and SPA sites considered in this assessment. 
�µ�1�$�¶���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���Q�R���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���$�3�,�6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mott MacDonald 
  
 
 

  
 

Table E.8: Critical Load PEC Results �± Acid Deposition   

Receptor   Acid Deposition (keq/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most 
sensitive acidity 
critical load class  

Minimum 
CLMaxN  

PEC PC as % 
of AQS  

PEC PEC as % 
of AQS  

River Shannon and 
River Fergus 
Estuaries SPA 

Freshwater 0.375 0.554 147.9% 0.552 147.3% 

�6�W�D�F�N�¶�V���W�R��
Mullaghareirk 
Mountains, West 
Limerick Hills and 
Mount Eagle SPA 

Acid grassland 0.509 0.512 100.5% 0.509 100.1% 

Mid-Clare Coast 
SPA 

Acid grassland 0.448 0.293 65.3% 0.289 64.5% 

Ballyallia Lough SPA Unmanaged 
Broadleafed/Coniferous 
Woodland 

5.085 0.346 6.8% 0.344 6.8% 

Kerry Head SPA Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.43 0.338 78.6% 0.337 78.3% 

Tralee Bay Complex 
SPA 

Acid grassland 0.398 0.302 75.9% 0.301 75.7% 

Illaunonearaun SPA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Lower River 
Shannon SAC 

Perennial vegetation of 
stony banks 

0.311 0.554 178.3% 0.552 177.6% 

Tullaher Lough And 
Bog SAC 

Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.427 0.293 68.7% 0.289 67.6% 

Carrowmore Point to 
Spanish Point and 
Islands SAC 

Acid grassland 0.448 0.280 62.4% 0.276 61.7% 

Carrowmore Dunes 
SAC 

Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.452 0.293 64.7% 0.289 63.9% 

Newhall and 
Edenvale Complex 
SAC 

Unmanaged 
Broadleafed/Coniferous 
Woodland 

4.851 0.579 11.9% 0.574 11.8% 

Ballyallia Lake SAC NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Moanveanlagh Bog 
SAC 

Calcareous grassland 
(using base cation) 

0.46 0.344 74.8% 0.343 74.6% 

Akeragh, Banna and 
Barrow Harbour 
SAC 

Acid grassland 0.398 0.302 75.9% 0.301 75.7% 

Kilkee Reefs SAC NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Bunnaruddee Bog 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.579 186.3% 0.578 185.7% 

Cragnashingaun 
Bogs NHA 

NA 0.311 0.583 187.5% 0.581 186.7% 

Slievecallan 
Mountain Bog NHA 

NA 0.311 0.583 187.5% 0.581 186.7% 

Lough Naminna Bog 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.581 186.8% 0.578 186.0% 

Lough Acrow Bogs 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.583 187.3% 0.580 186.4% 

Moyreen Bog NHA NA 0.311 0.580 186.6% 0.578 185.9% 
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Receptor   Acid Deposition (keq/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most 
sensitive acidity 
critical load class  

Minimum 
CLMaxN  

PEC PC as % 
of AQS  

PEC PEC as % 
of AQS  

Carrigkerry Bogs 
NHA 

NA 0.311 0.580 186.4% 0.578 185.8% 

Illaunonearaun NHA NA 0.311 0.584 187.8% 0.581 186.9% 

�6�W���6�H�Q�D�Q�¶�V���/�R�X�J�K��
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.606 194.7% 0.602 193.5% 

Clonderalaw Bay 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.613 197.2% 0.606 195.0% 

Tarbert Bay pNHA NA 0.311 0.592 190.3% 0.589 189.4% 

Ballylongford Bay 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.591 190.1% 0.589 189.4% 

Scattery Island 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.596 191.8% 0.593 190.5% 

Poulnasherry Bay 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.603 194.0% 0.598 192.2% 

Tullaher Lough And 
Bog pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.593 190.8% 0.589 189.2% 

Carrowmore Point 
To Spanish Point 
And Islands pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.586 188.3% 0.582 187.3% 

White 
Strand/Carrowmore 
Marsh pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.587 188.9% 0.584 187.7% 

Fergus Estuary And 
Inner Shannon, 
North Shore pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.586 188.4% 0.583 187.3% 

Pouladatig Cave 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.580 186.3% 0.577 185.6% 

Newhall And 
Edenvale Complex 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.590 189.6% 0.585 188.1% 

Cahircalla Wood 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.580 186.5% 0.578 185.8% 

Lough Cleggan 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.578 185.9% 0.576 185.3% 

Ballyallia Lake pNHA NA 0.311 0.578 186.0% 0.576 185.3% 

Derrygeeha Lough 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.599 192.6% 0.593 190.7% 

Cloonsnaghta Lough 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.590 189.6% 0.585 188.3% 

Gortglass Lough 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.589 189.3% 0.585 188.0% 

Cahiracon Wood 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.586 188.4% 0.583 187.3% 

Glenastar Wood 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.578 185.9% 0.576 185.4% 

Sturamus Island 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.583 187.6% 0.581 186.7% 



Mott MacDonald 
  
 
 

  
 

Receptor   Acid Deposition (keq/ha/year)  

  Scenario 1  Scenario 2  

Relevant/Most 
sensitive acidity 
critical load class  

Minimum 
CLMaxN  

PEC PC as % 
of AQS  

PEC PEC as % 
of AQS  

Inner Shannon 
Estuary �± South 
Shore pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.583 187.3% 0.580 186.5% 

Barrigone pNHA NA 0.311 0.581 186.8% 0.578 186.0% 

Moanveanlagh Bog 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.577 185.4% 0.575 185.0% 

Cashen River 
Estuary pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.576 185.4% 0.575 184.9% 

Akeragh, Banna And 
Barrow Harbour 
pNHA 

NA 0.311 0.574 184.6% 0.573 184.4% 

Farrihy Lough pNHA NA 0.311 0.589 189.3% 0.585 188.0% 

Beal Point pNHA NA 0.311 0.577 185.6% 0.576 185.1% 

Notes: PEC: Process contribution  

 PECs presented to three decimal places for comparison against the critical loads for acid and is not an 
indication of model accuracy. 
The minimum CLMaxN for SAC and SPA sites have been taken from the most sensitive feature listed on the 
APIS website. 
The minimum CLMaxN applied to the NHA and pNHA sites has been taken from the most sensitive feature 
listed on APIS for the SAC and SPA sites considered in this assessment. 
�µ�1�$�¶���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�H�V���Q�R���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���R�Q���$�3�,�6 
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Figure  E.2: Saltmarsh and Raised Bog Habitat Areas where the Nitrogen Deposition PC 
Exceeds 1% of the Minimum CL  

 
Source: Mott MacDonald, 2023 
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F. Noise and Vibration Supporting 
Information  

 



 
 

 

   

   
 

 

F.1 Calculation Methodology �± Construction Noise  

British Standard 5228 has been adopted for the assessment of effects at noise sensitive 
receptors during construction phase.  

The calculation assumptions include: 

�” Method for activity LAeq,T in Appendix F.2.2 of BS 5228 

�” List of plant for each of the construction activity 

�” Quantity and utilisation corrections of the plant 

�” Combined noise levels of all plants for each construction activity 

�” Distances between the boundary of the construction activities and receptors 

�” 50% of soft and hard ground attenuation 

�” Stationary plant. 

F.2 Calculation Methodology �± Operational  Noise  

The operational noise assessment implements the procedures of ISO 9613-21 using a three-
dimensional acoustic model developed using DataKustik CadnaA software. 

The model includes: 

�” Noise source elements which represent operational activities 

�” Topographic data 

�” Screening elements such as buildings and plant enclosures 

�” Downward-curving propagation path (downwind) according to ISO 9613-2 

�” Exhaust velocity and temperature of the stack has been considered according to VDI-
guideline 37332 

�” Sensitive receptor elements at first floor level 

�” Ground absorptive (G=0.5) 

�” Temperature (10 °C) and Humidity (70%) 

 

 

 

 
1 ISO 9613 (1996) Acoustics �± Attenuation of sound during propagation outdoors �± Part 2: General method of 

�F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�� 
2 VDI 3733 (1996) Noise at pipes. 
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Table F.1: List of Noise Sources considered within the Acoustic Model for the Operation 
of the Proposed Development   

Item 
# 

Description  Reference/ 
Remarks  

Number 
of 
items  

Octave band centre frequenc y (Hz) Sound 
power 
level 
dB(A)  

63 125 250 500 1k 2k 4k 8k 

01 Capping 
material 
batching plant 

BS5228 
#D.6.9 

1 108 109 102 101 98 97 88 82 104 

02 Hopper and 
conveyor 
system 

BS5228 
#C.10.21 

3 101 103 101 101 98 96 94 87 104 

03 Auxiliary boiler Bies and 
Hansen 3 

2 97 92 86 85 83 81 81 81 89 

04 Auxiliary boiler 
stack at 30m 
hight [1] 

 1 100 95 89 88 86 84 84 84 92 

05 New profile of 
FGD By-
product Landfill 

BS5228 
#C.6.27 and 
C.6.12 

1 103 97 95 93 91 89 84 76 96 

Remark: [1] With assumption of 25 m/s of exhaust velocity and 265 °C exhaust temperature and both boilers operate at 
the same time 

Source: Mott MacDonald 

 
 
 

 

 
3 Engineering Noise Control, Theory and practice, David A. Bies and Colin H. Hansen, fourth edition 2009 
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G. Biodiversity Supporting Information  
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Table G.1: European Sites within the 120km ZoI of the Proposed Development   

Site Name and Code  Distance from proposed 
development (at closest point)  

Qualifying Interests / Special Conservation Interests (SCI) of the European Site   

(* denotes priority habitat)  

Special Protection Area (SPA)  

River Shannon and River Fergus 
Estuaries SPA 004077 (NPWS 
2012) 

6m  Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) breeding + wintering 

 Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) wintering 

 Light�æbellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) wintering 

 Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) wintering 

 Wigeon (Anas Penelope) wintering 

 Teal (Anas crecca) wintering 

 Pintail (Anas acuta) wintering 

 Shoveler (Anas clypeata) wintering 

 Scaup (Aythya marila) wintering 

 Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) wintering 

 Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) wintering 

 Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) wintering 

 Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) wintering 

 Knot (Calidris canutus) wintering 

 Dunlin (Calidris alpina) wintering 

 Black�ætailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) wintering 

 Bar�ætailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) wintering 

 Curlew (Numenius arquata) wintering 

 Redshank (Tringa tetanus) wintering 

 Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) wintering 

 Black�æheaded Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) wintering 

 Wetlands 

Mid-Clare Coast SPA 004182 
(NPWS 2014) 

14.5km  A017 Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 

 A045 Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) 

 A137 Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) 

 A144 Sanderling (Calidris alba) 
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Site Name and Code  Distance from proposed 
development (at closest point)  

Qualifying Interests / Special Conservation Interests (SCI) of the European Site   

(* denotes priority habitat)  

 A148 Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima) 

 A149 Dunlin (Calidris alpina alpina) 

 A169 Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 

 A999 Wetlands 

Illaunonearaun SPA 004114 
(NPWS, 2022) 

 

15km  Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) 

Kerry Head SPA 004189 (NPWS 
2022) 

24.5km  A009 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 

 A346 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

Loop Head SPA 004119 (NPWS 
2022) 

31km  A188 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla  

 A199 Guillemot Uria aalge 

Cliffs of Moher SPA 004005 
(NPWS 2022) 

35km  A009 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis  

 A188 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla  

 A199 Guillemot Uria aalge  

 A200 Razorbill Alca torda  

 A204 Puffin Fratercula arctica  

 A346 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

Tralee Bay Complex SPA 
004188 (NPWS 2014) 

36.5km  A038 Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 

 A046 Brent Goose Branta bernicla hrota 

 A048 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 

 A050 Wigeon Anas penelope 

 A052 Teal Anas crecca 

 A053 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

 A054 Pintail Anas acuta 

 A062 Scaup Aythya marila 

 A130 Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 

 A137 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

 A140 Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 

 A141 Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 

 A142 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

 A144 Sanderling Calidris alba 

 A149 Dunlin Calidris alpina alpina 

 A156 Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

 A157 Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 
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 A160 Curlew Numenius arquata 

 A162 Redshank Tringa totanus 

 A169 Turnstone Arenaria interpres 

 A179 Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

 A182 Common Gull Larus canus 

 A999 Wetlands 

Magheree Islands SPA 004125 
(NPWS, 2022) 

44km  A014 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus  

 A018 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis  

 A045 Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis  

 A182 Common Gull Larus canus  

 A193 Common Tern Sterna hirundo  

 A194 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea  

 A195 Little Tern Sterna albifrons 

Dingle Peninsula SPA 004153 
(NPWS, 2022) 

60.8km  A009 Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis)  

 A103 Peregrine (Falco peregrinus)  

 A346 Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax)  

Blasket Island SPA 004008 
(NPWS, 2022) 

91km  A009 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis  

 A013 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus  

 A014 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus  

 A018 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis  

 A183 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus  

 A184 Herring Gull Larus argentatus  

 A188 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 

 A194 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea  

 A200 Razorbill Alca torda  

 A204 Puffin Fratercula arctica  

 A346 Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

Skelligs SPA 004007 (NPWS 
2022) 

117km  A009 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis  

 A013 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

 A014 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus  

 A016 Gannet Morus bassanus  

 A188 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla  

 A199 Guillemot Uria aalge  
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 A204 Puffin Fratercula arctica 

004003 Puffin Island SPA 107km  Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] 

004029 Castlemaine Harbour 
SPA 

55km  Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) [A001] 

 Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017] 

 Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) [A046] 

 Wigeon (Anas penelope) [A050] 

 Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) [A053] 

 Pintail (Anas acuta) [A054] 

 Scaup (Aythya marila) [A062] 

 Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) [A065] 

 Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130] 

 Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) [A137] 

 Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144] 

 Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) [A157] 

 Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162] 

 Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) [A164] 

 Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) [A169] 

 Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) [A346] 

 Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

004031 Inner Galway Bay SPA 59km  Black-throated Diver (Gavia arctica) [A002] 

 Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) [A003] 

 Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017] 

 Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) [A028] 

 Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) [A046] 

 Wigeon (Anas penelope) [A050] 

 Teal (Anas crecca) [A052] 

 Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) [A069] 

 Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) [A137] 

 Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) [A140] 

 Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) [A142] 

 Dunlin (Calidris alpina) [A149] 

 Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) [A157] 

 Curlew (Numenius arquata) [A160] 

 Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162] 
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 Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) [A169] 

 Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) [A179] 

 Common Gull (Larus canus) [A182] 

 Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) [A191] 

 Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) [A193] 

 Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

004144 High Island, Inishshark 
and Davillaun SPA 

116km  Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] 

 Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) [A045] 

 Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194] 

004152 Inishmore SPA 54km  Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188] 

 Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194] 

 Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) [A195] 

 Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199] 

004154 Iveragh Peninsula SPA 72km  Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] 

 Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) [A103] 

 Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188] 

 Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199] 

 Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) [A346] 

004155 Beara Peninsula SPA 108km  Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] 

 Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) [A346] 

004159 Slyne Head to Ardmore 
Point Islands SPA 

76km  Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) [A045] 

 Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) [A191] 

 Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194] 

 Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) [A195] 

004170 Cruagh Island SPA 113km  Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) [A013] 

 Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) [A045] 

004175 Deenish Island and 
Scariff Island SPA 

110km  Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] 

 Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) [A013] 

 Storm Petrel (Hydrobates pelagicus) [A014] 

 Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) [A183] 

 Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194] 

004181 Connemara Bog 
Complex SPA 

72km  Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017] 

 Merlin (Falco columbarius) [A098] 
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 Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) [A140] 

 Common Gull (Larus canus) [A182] 

004182 Mid-Clare Coast SPA 15km  Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017] 

 Barnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis) [A045] 

 Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) [A137] 

 Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144] 

 Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima) [A148] 

 Dunlin (Calidris alpina) [A149] 

 Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) [A169] 

 Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

004231 Inishbofin, Omey Island 
and Turbot Island SPA 

 

 

 

109km  Corncrake (Crex crex) [A122] 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)  

Lower River Shannon SAC 
002165 (NPWS 2012) 

6m  Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time [1110] 

 Estuaries [1130] 

 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140] 

 Coastal lagoons [1150]* 

 Large shallow inlets and bays [1160] 

 Reefs [1170] 

 Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220] 

 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts [1230] 

 Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 

 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330] 

 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

 Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion 
vegetation [3260] 

 Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) [6410] 

 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion 
albae) [91E0]* 

 Margaritifera margaritifera (Freshwater Pearl Mussel) [1029] 

 Petromyzon marinus (Sea Lamprey) [1095] 
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 Lampetra planeri (Brook Lamprey) [1096] 

 Lampetra fluviatilis (River Lamprey) [1099] 

 Salmo salar (Salmon) [1106] 

 Tursiops truncatus (Common Bottlenose Dolphin) [1349] 

 Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

000020 Black Head Poulsallagh 
Complex SAC 

44km  Reefs [1170] 

 Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220] 

 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) [2130] 

 Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion 
vegetation [3260] 

 Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060] 

 Juniperus communis formations on heaths or calcareous grasslands [5130] 

 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites) [6210] 

 Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis) [6510] 

 Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220] 

 Limestone pavements [8240] 

 Submerged or partially submerged sea caves [8330] 

 Petalophyllum ralfsii (Petalwort) [1395] 

000036 Inagh River Estuary 
SAC 

36km  Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 

 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330] 

 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) [2120] 

 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) [2130] 

000090 Glengarriff Harbour and 
Woodland SAC 

93km  Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0] 

 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion 
albae) [91E0] 

 Geomalacus maculosus (Kerry Slug) [1024] 

 Rhinolophus hipposideros (Lesser Horseshoe Bat) [1303] 

 Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

 Phoca vitulina (Harbour Seal) [1365] 

000093 Caha Mountains SAC 91km  Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) [3110] 

 Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds [3160] 

 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010] 
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 European dry heaths [4030] 

 Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060] 

 Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain areas (and submountain areas, 
in Continental Europe) [6230] 

 Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130] 

 Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels (Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) 
[8110] 

 Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8210] 

 Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8220] 

 Geomalacus maculosus (Kerry Slug) [1024] 

 Trichomanes speciosum (Killarney Fern) [1421] 

000212 Inishmaan Island SAC 51km  Reefs [1170] 

 Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220] 

 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts [1230] 

 Embryonic shifting dunes [2110] 

 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) [2120] 

 Machairs (* in Ireland) [21A0] 

 European dry heaths [4030] 

 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites) [6210] 

 Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis) [6510] 

 Limestone pavements [8240] 

000213 Inishmore Island SAC 52km  Coastal lagoons [1150] 

 Reefs [1170] 

 Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220] 

 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts [1230] 

 Embryonic shifting dunes [2110] 

 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) [2120] 

 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) [2130] 

 Dunes with Salix repens ssp. argentea (Salicion arenariae) [2170] 

 Humid dune slacks [2190] 

 Machairs (* in Ireland) [21A0] 

 European dry heaths [4030] 

 Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060] 
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 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites) [6210] 

 Lowland hay meadows (Alopecurus pratensis, Sanguisorba officinalis) [6510] 

 Limestone pavements [8240] 

 Submerged or partially submerged sea caves [8330] 

 Vertigo angustior (Narrow-mouthed Whorl Snail) [1014] 

000268 Galway Bay Complex 
SAC 

59km  Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140] 

 Coastal lagoons [1150] 

 Large shallow inlets and bays [1160] 

 Reefs [1170] 

 Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220] 

 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts [1230] 

 Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 

 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330] 

 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

 Turloughs [3180] 

 Juniperus communis formations on heaths or calcareous grasslands [5130] 

 Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites) [6210] 

 Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion davallianae [7210] 

 Alkaline fens [7230] 

 Limestone pavements [8240] 

 Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

 Phoca vitulina (Harbour Seal) [1365] 

000278 Inishbofin and 
Inishshark SAC 

120km  Coastal lagoons [1150] 

 Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) [3110] 

 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010] 

 European dry heaths [4030] 

 Halichoerus grypus (Grey Seal) [1364] 

000324 Rosroe Bog SAC 92km  Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130] 

 Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion [7150] 

000328 Slyne Head Islands SAC 101km  Reefs [1170] 

 Tursiops truncatus (Common Bottlenose Dolphin) [1349] 

 Halichoerus grypus (Grey Seal) [1364] 
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000330 Tully Mountain SAC 113km  European dry heaths [4030] 

 Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060] 

000332 Akeragh, Banna and 
Barrow Harbour SAC 

36km  Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210] 

 Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 

 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330] 

 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

 Embryonic shifting dunes [2110] 

 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) [2120] 

 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) [2130] 

 Humid dune slacks [2190] 

 European dry heaths [4030] 

000335 Ballinskelligs Bay and 
Inny Estuary SAC 

96km  Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330] 

 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

 Petalophyllum ralfsii (Petalwort) [1395] 

000343 Castlemaine Harbour 
SAC 

53km  Estuaries [1130] 

 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140] 

 Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210] 

 Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220] 

 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts [1230] 

 Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 

 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330] 

 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

 Embryonic shifting dunes [2110] 

 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) [2120] 

 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) [2130] 

 Dunes with Salix repens ssp. argentea (Salicion arenariae) [2170] 

 Humid dune slacks [2190] 

 Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion 
albae) [91E0] 

 Petromyzon marinus (Sea Lamprey) [1095] 

 Lampetra fluviatilis (River Lamprey) [1099] 

 Salmo salar (Salmon) [1106] 

 Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

 Petalophyllum ralfsii (Petalwort) [1395] 
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