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Int, vduction

The following Appropriate Assessment Screening and Natura Impact Statement — information for a Stage 1 (AA
Screening) and Stage 2 (Natura impact Statement) AA has been prepared by Altemar Ltd. at the request of Dean
Swift Property Holdings Unlimited for a proposed Large-scale Residential Development at Balbriggan, Co.
Dublin,

An Appropriate Assessment is an assessment of the potential effects of a proposed project or plan, on its own,
or in combination with other plans or projects, on one or more European sites (Special Areas of Conservation
(SAC) or Special Protection Areas (SPA)).

The AA Screening stage examines the fikely significant effects of the proposed development, either on its own,
or in combination with other plans and projects, upon a European site and considers whether, on the basis of
objective scientific evidence, it can be concluded, in view of best scientific knowledge and the conservation
objectives of the relevant European sites, that there are not likely to be significant effects on any European site.

The Natura Impact Statement examines whether the plan or project, either alone, or in combination with other
plans and projects, in the view of best scientific knowledge and in view of the sites’ conservation objectives, will
adversely affect the integrity of the European sites.

Following the submission of the proposed development (Ref LRDO006/53), a Request for Additional Information
(RFI) was submitted by Fingal County Council to Hughes Planning and Development Consultants dated 05
September 2023 (PF/1993/23). Specifically in relation to the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report, item 1
stated that:

“1. The Planning Authority notes the findings of the Appropriate Assessment Screening report submitted in
support of this application and the conclusion that ‘on the basis of the content of this report, the competent
authority is enabled to conduct g Stage 1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment and consider whether, in view
of best scientific knowledge and in view of conservation objectives of the refevant E uropean sites, the Proposed
Devefopment, individually or in combination with other plans or projects is likely to have a significant effect on
any European site.’

The Planning Authority is not satisfied in relation to the robustness of the information provided and requires
that Further information is provided by the Applicant in relation to the following specific areas:

{a) The report should provide further detaif to emphasise thot the proposed SuDS gre best practice in
relation to development of the nature proposed in order to prevent flooding and they are not included
or designated solely to remove poliutants and silt from discharge to local water courses with direct links
to European Sites; where appropriate case law can be referenced.

{b) The applicant is required to provide further information in relation to the construction phase of the
project to demonstrate that, without specific mitigation, surface water run-off will not cause significant
fevels of polution or silt being discharged into the marine environment via the Bremore Stream.

{c) Given the location of the development site and its distance from European Sites and the dilution effects
of the marine environment, LSEs on European Sites is uniikely. These matters should be discussed and
demonstrated within the Appropriate Assessment Screening, that without mitigation, this can be
achieved.

{d) The Appropriate Assessment Screening concludes that there will be no LSEs on SCI species of the relevant
S5PAs. This is based on the un-suitability of the surrounding habitats to act as ex-situ sites and a winter
bird survey conducted only in February and March. Additional evidence of, or emphasis on the
unsuitability of the surrounding habitats needs to be provided to demonstrate that this is the main
reason why there is unlikely to be any effects of SCI birds, or alternatively, demonstrate that there are
more suitable ex-situ foraging sites between the development site and the SPAs. This would Justify
conducting a shortened/restricted winter bird survey.”



Foll~*ving the submission of the original planning application for this project on 12t July 2023 (LRD0006/S3),
Mit...cer of State for Heritage and Electoral Reform Malcolm Noonan TD announced the designation of the
North-West Irish Sea SPA on 13t July 2023, This has resulted in the project now having a direct pathway to a
Natura 2000 site. As a result, the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report that accompanied the original
application under Planning Ref. LRDO006/S3 was updated to include an assessment of the potential for
significant effects on this new SPA. This has resulted in a full Natura Impact Statement (NIS) being prepared to
accompany the RFl submission.

In light of the RF!I submission a refusal for the proposed development was given. The grounds for refusal
included the following statement:

“Following the submission of Additional Information, the Planning Authority is satisfied that no significant
effects to the Qualifying Interest of any Designated Sites are likely to occur as a result of hydrological links to
any downstream receptors.

Fingal County Council, following the precautionary principal, are not however satisfied that sufficient scientific
evidence has been provided to demonstrate that the development site is not an ex-situ feeding area of significant
importance by any Qualifying Interests. In the absence of scientific data in the NIS to support assumptions that
the lands are not suitable for SCI of any Designated Sites, robust bird survey data would be required.

While the habitat and bird surveys that were undertaken did provide data on the habitats present and the use
of the site by certain birds. the NIS failed to outline how this dato indicated that the permanent loss or this site
would not have potential to significantly affect any Qualifying Interests.

In light of their Conservation Objectives. There Is no specific mention or reference to which bird species identified
are listed as 5CIs of the North-West Irish Sea SPA or any other SPA, or assessment as to what extent they may
be dependent on the habitats present within the site.

No assessment was carried out to determine If there Is suitable alternative habitat in the surrounding areas
which can accommodate displaced birds. This is considered lacunae in the submitted NIS, which Is not acceptable
in accordance with the guidelines on Appropriate Assessment. Further Information regarding SCi bird species
outlined above would be required to remove any scientific doubt from this determination and enable such effects
to be excluded.

Accordingly. Planning Authority considers that insufficient Information is available to enable it to make g full
determination as the whether the proposed development Individually, or In combination. with other plans or
projects would not adversely affect the Integrity of nearby European Sites or their qualifying species.

As per Section 177V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. a competent authority shall give
consent for proposed development only after having determined that the proposed development shall not
adversely affect the integrity of a European site. As the Planning Authority cannot conclude this, it is precluded
from granting permission.”

The AA Screening and Ni$ has been updated as part of this appeal to include the fufl wintering bird survey data
2023/2024. These surveys were completed by the ornithologist Joseph Adamson MCIEEM, since the RFI
submission. These surveys are of fundamental importance to this submission and clearly demonstrate the site
is not an ex-situ site for the qualifying interests of nearby SPA’s. The updated NIS includes proposed mitigation
and examines whether the project, either alone, or in combination with other plans and projects, in the view of
best scientific knowledge available and in view of the relevant European site’s conservation objectives, will
adversely affect the integrity of the nearby SPA’s including the North-West Irish Sea SPA.

Altemar Ltd.
Since its inception in 2001, Altemar has been delivering ecological and environmental services to a broad range
of clients. Operational areas include residential, infrastructural, renewable, oil & gas, private industry, locai

t https://www.npws.ie/news/minister-noonan-announces-irelandsvlargest-protected-area-birds
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auth~rities, EC projects and State/semi-State Departments. Bryan Deegan is the managing director of Altemar.
Bry.... is an environmental scientist and marine biologist with 28 years’ experience working in irish terrestrial
and aquatic environments, providing services to the State, Semi-State and industry. Bryan Deegan (MCIEEM)
holds a MSc in Environmentai Science, BSc (Hons.) in Applied Marine Biology, NCEA National Diploma in Applied
Aquatic Science and a NCEA National Certificate in Science {Aquaculture). Bryan Deegan carried out all elements
of this Appropriate Assessment Screening.

Background to the Appropriate Assessment

The Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (together with the Birds Directive (2009/1477/EC)) forms the cornerstone of
Europe's nature conservation policy. The Directive protects over 1000 animals and plant species and over 200
"habitat types" which are of European importance. In the Habitats Directive, Articles 3 to 9 provide the
legislative means to protect habitats and species of European Community interest through the establishment
and conservation of an EU-wide network of conservation sites {NATURA, 2000). These are Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs) designated under the Habitats Directive and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated
under the Birds Directive), Article 6(3) and 6(4} of the Habitats Directive set out the decision-making tests for
plans and projects likely to affect European sites {Annex 1.1). Article 6(3) establishes the requirement for
Appropriate Assessment:

"Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the [EUROPEAN] site but
likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans and projects,
shall be subjected to appropriate gssessment of its implications for the site in view of the site's conservation
objectives. In light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implication for the site and subject to the
provisions of paragraph 4, the component nationaf authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having
ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having
obtained the opinion of the general public.”

As outlined in “Managing European sites, The provisions of Article 6 of the 'Habitats' Directive 92/43/EEC”
(European Commission, 21 November 2018) “The purpose of the appropriate assessment is to gssess the
implications of the plan or project in respect of the site’s conservation objectives, either individually or in
combination with other plans or projects. The conclusions should enable the competent authorities to ascertain
whether the plan or project will adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned. The focus of the appropriate
assessment is therefore specifically on the species and/or the habitats for which the European site is
designated.”

As outlined in the EC guidance document on Article 6(4) (January 2007)*

“Appropriate assessments of the implications of the plan or project for the site concerned must precede its
approval and take into account the cumulative effects which result from the combination of that plan or project
with ather plans or projects in view of the site’s conservation objectives. This implies that all aspects of the plan
or project which can, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, affect those objectives
must be identified in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field.

Assessment procedures of plans or projects likely to affect European sites should guarantee full consideration of
all elernents contributing to the site integrity and to the overall coherence of the network, both in the definition
of the baseline conditions and in the stages leading to identification of potential impacts, mitigation measures
and residual impacts. These determine what has to be compensated, both in quality and quantity. Regardless of
whether the provisions of Article 6(3) are delivered following existing environmental impact assessment
procedures or other specific methods, it must be ensured that:

. Article 6(3) assessment results aflow full traceability of the decisions eventually made,
including the selection of alternatives and an y imperative reasons of overriding public interest.

. The assessment should include all elements contributing to the site’s integrity and to the
overalf coherence of the network as defined in the site’s conservation objectives and Standard

2 European Commission. {2007).Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive’ 92/43/EEC — Clarification of
the concepts of: alternative soiutions, imperative reasons of overriding public interest, compensatory measures, overall
coherence, opinion of the commission;



Data Form, and be based on best available scientific knowledge in the field. The information
required should be updated and could include the following issues:

©  Structure and function, and the respective role of the site’s ecological assets;

©  Area, representativity and conservation status of the priority and nonpriority habitats
in the site;

©  Popuiation size, degree of isolation, ecotype, genetic pool, age class structure, and
conservation status of species under Annex | of the Habitats Directive or Annex | of
the Birds Directive present in the site;

O Role of the site within the biographical region and in the coherence of the European
network; and,

o Any other ecological assets and functions identified in the site,

it should include o comprehensive identification of all the potential impacts of the plan or
project likely to be significant on the site, taking into account cumulative impacts and other
impacts likely to arise as a result of the combined action of the plan or project under
assessment and other plans or projects.

The assessment under Article 6(3) applies the best available techniques and methods, to
estimate the extent of the effects of the plan or project on the biological integrity of the site(s)
likely to be damaged.

The assessment provides for the incorporation of the most effective mitigation measures into
the plan or project concerned, in order to avoid, reduce or even cancel the negative impacts
on the site.

The characterisation of the biological integrity and the impact assessment should be based on
the best possible indicators specific to the European assets which must also be useful to
monitor the plan or project implementation.”



St -es of the Appropriate Assessment

This Appropriate Assessment screening was undertaken in accordance with the European Commission
Methodological Guidance on the provision of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the 'Habitats' Directive 92/43/EEC (EC,
2001), Part XAB of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, in addition to the December 2009
publication from the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government; ‘Appropriate Assessment of
Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning Authorities’ and the European Communities {Birds and
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. In order to comply with the above Guidelines and legislation, the
Appropriate Assessment process must be structured as follows:

1) Screening stage:

* Description of plan or project, and local site or plan area characteristics;

¢ Identification of relevant European sites, and compilation of information on their qualifying
interests and conservation objectives

* ldentification and description of individual in combination effects likely to result from the proposed
project;

* Assessment of the likely significance of the effects identified above. Exclusion of sites where it can
be objectively concluded that there will be no likely significant effects; and,

Conclusions
2} Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Statement):

* Description of the European sites that will be considered further;

* lIdentification and description of potential adverse impacts on the conservation objectives of these
sites likely to occur from the project or plan; and,

* Mitigation Measures that will be implemented to avoid, reduce or remedy any such potential
adverse impacts

* Assessment as to whether, following the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, it
can be concluded, beyond all reasonable scientific doubt, that there will be no adverse impact on
the integrity of the relevant European Site in light of its conservation chjectives"

¢  (Conclusions.

If it can be demonstrated during the AA screening phase (Stage 1), that the proposed project will not have a
significant effect, whether alone or in combination with other plans or projects, on the conservation objectives
of a European site, then no further AA (Stage 2) will be required. It is important to note that there is a
requirement to apply a precautionary approach to AA screening. Therefore, where effects are possible, certain
or unknown at the screening stage, AA will be required.

In addition, it should be noted that Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive must be interpreted as meaning that,
in order to determine whether it is necessary to carry out, subsequently, an AA of the implications, for a site
concerned, of a plan or project, it is not appropriate, at the screening stage, to take account of the measures
intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the plan or project on that site.



St ~e 1 Screening Assessment
Management of the Site

The project is not directly connected with, or necessary to, the management of European sites.
Description of the Proposed Project

Aten-year permission for a Large-scale Residential Development (LRD) at this site at Lands off Flemington Lane,
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin.

The proposed development will consist of the following:

{i) the construction of 564 no. dwelling units, consisting of 378 no. houses; (127 no. two bedroom houses;
237 no. three-bedroom houses and 14 no. four-bedroom houses), 84 no. duplex units (22 no. one-
bedroom duplexes, 36 no. two-bedroom duplexes and 26 no. three-bedroom duplexes) and 102 no.
apartments (35 no. one bedroom apartments and 67 no two-bedroom apartments} as follows:

* Hampton Park South containing a total of 103 no. dwelling units, consisting of 71 no. houses
{16n0. two-bedroom houses and 55 no. three-bedroom houses), 18 no. duplex units (5 no. one-
bedroom duplexes; 9 no. two-bedroom duplexes and 4 no. three- bedroom duplex) and 14 no.
apartments (6 no. 1 bed units; 8 no. 2 bed units)

* Hampton Park Central containing a total of 142 no. dwelling units, consisting of 88 no. houses
(36 no. two bedroom houses and 52 no. three-bedroom houses}, 18 no. duplex units (2 no. one-
bedroom duplexes, 9 no. two-bedroom duplexes and 7 no. three-bedroom duplexes) and 36 no.
apartments (17no. 1 bed units and 19 no. 2 bed units) and 1 no. 379sgm childcare facility

* Tanne’s Lane containing a total of 54 no. dwelling units, consisting of 36 no. houses (6 no. two
bedroom houses and 30 no. three-bedroom houses), 12 no. duplex units {1no. one-bedroom
duplex, 6 no. two-bedroom duplexes and S no. three-bedroom duplexes) and 6 no. apartments
{6 no. 2 bed units)

* Hampton Park North containing a total of 128 no. dwelling units, consisting of 84 no. houses (28
no. two bedroom houses and 56 no. three-bedroom houses), 24 no. duplex units {7 no. one-
bedroom duplexes; 9 two-bedroom duplexes and 8 no. three- bedroom duplexes) and 20 no.
apartments (6 no. 1 bed units and 14 no. 2 bed units) and 1 no. 494.6 sqm childcare facility

* Flemington Park containing a total of 137 no. dwelling units, consisting of 99 no. houses (41 no.
two bedroom houses; 44 no. three-bedroom houses and 14 no. four- bedroom houses), 12 no.
duplex units (7 no. one-bedroom duplexes, 3 no. two- bedroom duplexes and 2 no. three-
bedroom duplexes) and 26 no. apartments (6 no. 1 bed units and 20 no. 2 bed units) and 1 no.
379sam childcare facility

All ground floor apartments have private terraces; all upper-level apartments have private balconies and
all houses have private rear gardens.

{ii} the construction of 9 no. commercial units {totalling 574.4 sq.m.) and 6 No. communal units (totalling
329.5 sgm} in Hampton Park South, Hampton Park Central, Hampton Park North and Flemington Park.

(iii} the introduction of a primary vehicular/pedestrian entrance from the southeast (upgrade of existing
access from Boulevard Road), the construction of a secondary access route from the east {access from
Hamlet Lane) and the construction of 5 no. tertiary access routes (access from Flemington Park, Hastings
Avenue, Hastings Drive, Hastings Lawn and Taylor Hill Gardens).

{iv) A total of 927 no. car parking spaces are proposed, this includes 811 no. resident parking spaces, 89 no.
visitor spaces, 11 no. disabled parking spaces {numbers include 185 no. EV points) 7 no. spaces aflocated
to creche parking and 9 set down spaces. A total of 2,014 no. bicycle spaces are proposed, this includes
1326 no. resident bicycle spaces, 640 no. visitor spaces and 48 no. spaces allocated to creche bicycle
parking. Planning permission is also sought for landscaping and infrastructural works, foul and surface
water drainage, bin storage, 2 no. ESB substations, open space areas inciuding playground, boundary
treatments, internal roads and footpaths and all associated site works to facilitate the development. An
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR, formerly known as an EIS) accompanies the application.

The proposed site outline, site location, and site layout plan are demonstrated in Figures 1-3.
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Project: Residential Development
Location: Balbriggan, Co. Dublin
Date: 25th October 2023

Drawn By: Bryan Deegan (Altemar)

Figure 2. Proposed site outline
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_andscape

Thé -ndscape design for the proposed development has been prepared by IS Design to accompany this
planning application. The proposed landscape plan (sheets 1-8) is demonstrated in Figures 4a-4h.

Drainage

An Engineering Services Design Report has been prepared by MPA Consulting Engineers to accompany this
planning application. This report outlines the following foul and surface water drainage strategy for the
proposed development.

Foul Water Drainage

In refation to foul infrastructure, this report outlines the following:

‘Surrounding the site there is considerable wastewater infrastructure consisting of 225mm, 300mm and 375mm
diameter sewers all of which connect to the Balbriggan / Skerries Wastewater Treatment plant.

There will be 6 no. connections to the existing wastewater infrastructure as detailed on drawing 191004/¢/007.
There will be a need to upgrade a short length of 150mm dia pipe in the adjacent Taylorshill development to
225mm dia pipe to comply with the requirements of IW, this is detailed on drawing 191004/C/007.4 attached
and a letter of consent is provided with the planning submission.’

Based on the 2021 Environmental Report? the Barnageeragh WWTP is operating within capacity has a remaining
capacity of 28,050 (Person Equivalents).

Storm Water Drainage

In relation to storm water drainage, this report outlines the following:

‘Surrounding the site there is considerable storm water infrastructure consisting of 225mm, 300mm, 450mm
and 600mm diameter sewers all of which connect to the arterial drainage network, which uitimately discharges
to the Bremore stream and the Irish seg.

The main storm water infrastructure in the area is the 600mm diameter storm sewer which has been laid as part
of the Boulevard Rood development as approved by FO7A/1249 & FO8A/1329.

There will be 5 no. connections to the storm water infrastructure as detailed on drawing 191 004/C/008.0.

Further, in relation to the proposed SuDS measures implemented into the proposed storm water drainage
design, this report outlines the following:

‘A combination of suitable SuDS components will be used on the site, namely, permeable paving, integrated tree
pits, urban trees, grass lined swales, rain gardens, infiltration planters and gravel filled pits and basins for
stormwater infiltration and attenuation.

Where possible storm water from roofs, roads and hardstandings will be collected at source and directed to
these SUDs based infiltration systems. These systems are interconnected with land drains which wilf overflow to
the formal pipes drainage system.

A combination of systems is proposed in order to take advantage of their respective benefits and incorporate
them into the drainage system for the whole site.

Due to the site design and layout and topography the use of dry detention basins in the green areas is not
feasible for all sub-catchments, as such underground attenuation system are proposed for what will be the
privately managed areas of the proposed development, these will be fully engineered systems, with isolator
rows and eccentric header pipes for silt management and removal.

In all other sub-catchments, in the areas to be taken in charge, the storm water attenuation consist of gravel
filled beds under grass lined basins. In these cases the gravel filled beds are design to cater for the 1:30 year
storm event with the basins only being filled in the extreme 1:100 year event. Side sfopes will be max 1:5 for
maintenance and grass cutting.

it is proposed that the main infrastructure on site, i.e. roads and concrete footpaths shall where feasible be
drained through lateral inlet kerb gullies into grass lined swales formed in the roadside verges or in the adjacent
green spaces, where this is not feasible the roads will be provided with a formal gulley and pipe gravity sewer
system discharging to the gravel beds and attenuation basins within the curtilage of the site.

? https://www.water.ie/docs/aers/2021/D0023-01 2021 AER.pdf
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The storm drainage system for the proposed dwellings consists of permeable paving to the front of the dwellings
as ( 'tas infiltration planters which shall cater for all roofed and paved areas within the individual sites. The
excess stormwater from these systems will connect indirectly via overflows / land drains to the formal
stormwater network located within the road network.

The storm water flow from the attenuation systems will be controlled by means of hydrobrake flow control
devices which will have a maximum outflow equivalent to the green field run off.

The storm sewer system has been designed using Causeway Technologies — Flow design software to create a
detailed model of the entire site.’

It should be noted that the proposed SuDS measures are to be implemented into the drainage design as best
practice to manage stormwater locally, to mimic natural drainage and infiltration and to prevent flooding. SuDS
measures are not included or designed sclely as a means to prevent siit and pollutants discharging to iocai
watercourses. These standard compliance measures would be in place whether or not watercourses or
designated sites were or were not in the vicinity of the proposed development. The proposed foul drainage
layout, storm water drainage layout, and SuDS layout are demonstrated in Figures 5-7.

Site Specific Flood Risk Assessment

A Flood Risk Assessment has been prepared by MPA Consulting Engineers to accompany this planning
application. This report concludes with the following:

‘In conclusion the proposed site is located in Zone C area and is therefore suitable for development for vuinerable
uses which include dwelling houses.

it is clear from both the Stage 1 - Fiood Risk Identification and the Stage 2 - Initial Flood Risk Assessment that
the site is Zone C and is not at risk of flooding and there is no requirement to carry out any Stage 3 Detailed
Flood Risk Assessments.

The proposed sites have been designed with SuDS based drainage systems in accordance with the GDSDS and
adequate free board and flood routing is provided for the proposed dwellings to ensure that there is no flood
risk from the urban drainage systems which are connected to the arterial drainage network and carry surface
water away from the development to the Bremore Stream.’

Wintering Birds

As outlined in Appendix | a wintering bird assessment was carried out {January to March 2023). As outlined in
Appendix | “Birds observed at the Flemington Lane site are typical of the habitats present. The species
assemblage is o reflection of the agricultural fields, hedgerows and overgrown waste ground habitats within
and around the site and the birds observed are typical of birds occurring in these habitats in North County Dublin
in Winter.” In relation, to yellowhammer {redlisted) as outlined in Appendix 5.2 “A single individual was flushed
from one of the OSR fields on the 18" March. A male and female was observed on the 21° of March. A scarce
bird in Ireland, but can be quite frequently observed in parts of North County Dublin and Meath.”

As outlined in Appendix 1b a full wintering bird survey for the 2023/2024 season have been carried out on site.
This has included two surveys per month from October 2023 to March 2024, by the ornithologist Joseph
Adamson MCIEEM. No significant numbers of wintering birds from neighbouring Natura 2000 sites have been
noted on site. As noted in Appendix 1b “Birds observed at the Flemington Lane site are typical of the habitats
present. The species assemblage is a reflection of the agricultural fields, hedgerows and overgrown waste
ground habitats within and around the site and the birds observed are typical of birds occurring in these habitats
in North County Dublin in Winter.

The agricultural grassland fields to the west of the site within the boundary of the water treatment plant were
devoid of birds for the most part, with the exception of birds observed flying overhead and occasional foraging
rooks when the fields were saturated due to frequent rain events.” It is also important to note that of all the
qualifying interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site throughout all of the wintering bird
surveys and with that, the maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and occasionally foraging
in the stubble field by the road leading up to the Water Treatment Plant on the 4™ of November 2023.” As seen
in Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of arable crops (Rape) during the site
assessments. This would be considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is not of
significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for wintering birds for proximate SPAs,
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Identification of Relevant European Sites

Thi . -oposed development site is not within a European site. As outiined in Practice Note PNO1 from the Office
of the Planning Regulator “Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management” (March 2021)
“The zone of influence of a proposed development is the geographical area over which it could affect the
receiving environment in a way that could have significant effects on the Qualifying Interests of a European site.
This should be established on a case-by-case basis using the Source- Pathway-Receptor framework and not by
arbitrary distances (such as 15 km).”

The proposed development site is primarily a greenfield site consisting of arable land located within a
suburban/agricultural environment at Balbriggan, Co. Dubiin. The nearest European site is the North-West irish
Sea SPA (1.5 km) (Figure 9). The nearest waterbody to the subject site is Bremore Stream (Figure 10}, a
watercourse that ultimately outfails to the marine environment at the Irish Sea to the east of the site. After
consultation with Martin Peters Associates Consulting Engineers, it was outlined that, after attenuation on-site,
surface water drainage will be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the existing housing
estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine
environment. Foul wastewater drainage will ultimately be discharged to an existing foul drainage network. Foul
wastewater will be treated along this network at the Balbriggan/Skerries Wastewater Treatment Plant which
has capacity and is compliant. As a result, it is considered that there is an indirect hydrological connection to
proximate Natura 2000 sites located within the marine environment via the proposed foul water drainage
strategy.

Given the scale of the proposed development, the distance between the subject site to the nearest Natura 2000
Site (1.5 km to the North-West Irish Sea SPA) and the fact that the storm water drainage ultimately discharges
to the Bremore Stream via the arterial drainage network currently servicing the existing housing estate to the
east of the site, and that works are proximate to the stream {Figure 10) that leads to the North West Irish Sea
SPA, it is, therefore, considered that the 70| of the proposed project includes the site outline, the Bremore
Stream and North-West Irish Sea SPA. In the absence of mitigation, there is the potential for dust, pollutants,
and contaminated surface water runoff to enter the Bremore Stream during construction {via excavation, soil-
stripping, transportation, demolition, and building works) with the potential for downstream impactis on the
North-West Irish Sea SPA. No significant effects on any other European Sites are likely via this hydrological
pathway. Any silt or pollutants that may enter this network will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the surface
water drainage netwaork, watercourse netwaork, and marine environment,

In the interest of carrying out a thorough assessment in line with both the Habitats Directive, and the
precautionary principle, the area of assessment was expanded beyond the Zol to include designated sites within
15km of the proposed development site, and sites beyond 15km with the potential for a hydrological
connection. This was done in the interest of ensuring that any pathways, however indirect or remote, were
taken into account. All European sites within 15km are listed in Table 1. The gualifying interests, and the
potential impact of the proposed development on each European site and qualifying interest, are screened out
in Table 2. The SACs and SPAs within 15km of the works site are demonstrated in Figures 8 and 9. Waterbodies
and European sites located proximate to the proposed development are demonstrated in Figures 10-12.
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Distances to NATURA 2000 sites with.n 15km (and beyend with o potentia! fydrological cannection

Natura 2000 Site

Distance

Direct Hydrological / Biodiversity
Connection

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

Rockabill to Dalkey Islands SAC 9.2 km ' No
Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC 9.6 km No
Rogerstown Estuary SAC 11.3 km No
River Boyne And River Blackwater SAC 13 km No
Malahide Estuary SAC 148km | No
Special Protection Areas (SPA)

' North-West Irish Sea SPA 1.5 km Yes
River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA 3.7 km No
Skerries islands SPA 7.6 km No
Rockabill SPA 9.7 km No
Rogerstown Estuary SPA 11.3 km No
Boyne Estuary SPA 1li6km | No
Malahide Estuary SPA 14.8km | No

18




| European
Site Code

Name

2

' Screened Details/Reason
! IN/OUT

| Special Areas of Conservation
[EQ03000 Rockabill to

! Dalkey Island

‘ SAC

|

|

|

| IE001957  Boyne Coast

and Estuary
SAC

ouT

ouT

Conservation Objectives

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at
favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overali
maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and ‘
species at a national level. '

—
|
|

Qualifying Interests ‘
Reefs [1170]
Phocoena phocoena (Harbour Porpoise) [1351]

Potential Impact

The proposed development is located over 9.2km from the SAC. ‘
There is no direct pathway to this SAC.

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SAC. Foul ‘
wastewater will be treated along the existing pubiic foul |
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage wili |
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to ‘
the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. in the
absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SAC (9.2 |
km) across a marine environment, any silt or poltutants that may enter
the surface water drainage network during construction (via
excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building ,
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the |
drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment.
No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SAC are ‘
foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water
drainage.

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this
site to the SAC. The construction and operation of the proposed |
development will not impact on the conservation interests of the site. |
No significant effects are likely. '
Conservation Objectives

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at |
favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overall
maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and I
species at a national level. |'
Qualifying Interests i
Estuaries [1130]

Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140]
Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210]

Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand 1310]
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330)
Embryonic shifting dunes [2110)

Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria {white |
dunes) [2120]
Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) [2130] |

Potential Impact ‘

19



Name  Screened  Details/Reason

| IN/OUT

The proposed development is located over 9.6 km from the SAC.
There is no direct pathway to this SAC.

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SAC. Foul
wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to
the Bremore Stream and, uitimately, the marine environment. In the
absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SAC (9.6
km) across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter
the surface water drainage network during construction (via
excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building |
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment.
No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SAC are
foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water
drainage. .

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this
site to the SAC. The construction and operation of the proposed
development wili not impact on the conservation interests of the site.

No significant effects are likely.

IEQD0208 Rogerstown ouT Conservation Objectives
Estuary SAC The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at
favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overall
| maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and
species at a national fevel.

Qualifying Interests
Estuaries {1130]
‘ Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide {1140]
Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310]
Atlantic salt meadows {Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330]
‘ Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]
Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white
dunes) {2120]
Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) [2130]

Potential Impact

The proposed development is located over 11.3 km from the SAC. |
There is no direct pathway to this SAC.

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SAC. Foul
wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to
the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. in the
absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SAC (11.3
| km) across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter
' the surface water drainage network during construction (via

excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building

works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
~ drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment. |
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Name | Screened Details/Reason

IN/OUT

No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SAC are
‘ foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water
drainage. ‘

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this ‘
site to the SAC. The construction and operation of the proposed
development will not impact on the conservation interests of the site. ‘

~ Nosignificant effects are likely.

IEQD2299 River Boyne ouT Conservation Objectives |
' and River The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at
Blackwater favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overall
SAC maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and

| species at a national level. |

| Qualifying Interests ‘
Alkaline fens [7230}]
Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno- ‘
Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0]

‘ Lampetra fluviatilis (River Lamprey) [1099] ‘
salmo salar (Salmon) [1106]

i Lutra futra (Otter) [1355]

| Potential Impact

‘ The proposed development is located over 13 km from the SAC. There ‘
is no direct pathway to this SAC. |

| There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SAC. Foul
' wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul
‘ infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to |
the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. In the
| absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SAC (13
km} across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter
the surface water drainage network during construction (via
| excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
| drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment.
No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SAC are
‘ foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water
drainage.

! No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this
site to the SAC. The construction and operation of the proposed |
development will not impact on the conservation interests of the site. |

_ _ _ No significant effects are likely. ‘
IE00D205 Malahide ouT Conservation Objectives -
Estuary SAC The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at |
favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overaii ‘

| maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and
species at a national level. ‘

Qualifying Interests

| Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140]
' Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] |
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| European Name Screened Details/Reason

| IN/OuT

Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330]
Mediterranean sait meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]
| Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria {white
‘ dunes) [2120]

Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes} [2130} ‘

‘ Potential Impact ‘

‘ The proposed development is located over 14.8 km from the SAC.

There is no direct pathway to this SAC. |

|

‘ Given the distance to this SAC {14.8 km) across a substantial marine |

i environment, it is considered that there is no direct or indirect ‘

. hydrological pathway to this SAC. Foul wastewater will be treated |

‘ along the existing public foul infrastructure. After attenuation on-site,
surface water drainage will be directed to the arterial drainage |

‘ network currently servicing the existing housing estate to the east of |
the site, which in turn outfalls to the Bremore Stream and, uitimately,
the marine environment. In the absence of mitigation, given the
minimum distance to this SAC (14.8 km) across a marine environment,

‘ any silt or pollutants that may enter the surface water drainage |
network during construction (via excavation, soil-stripping, |
transportation, demolition, and building works) and operation will
settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the drainage network,
watercourse network, and marine environment. No likely significant

‘ effects on the qualifying interests of this SAC are foreseen via the

‘ weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water drainage. |

' No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct or indirect pathway |
from this site to the SAC. The construction and operation of the
proposed development will not impact on the conservation interests

‘ of the site.

‘ No significant effects are likely. :

Special Protection Areas
IE004236 | North-West IN | Conservation Objectives
‘ Irish Sea SPA ' The maintenance of habitats and species within European sites at
 favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overall
‘ ' - maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and
' ' species at a national level.

| | Ry
’ ' Qualifying Interests
I | . Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) [A001]
Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) [A003]

‘ ! | Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) {A009]
' Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) {A013]
: ‘ | Cormorant {Phalocrocorax carbo) [A017]

| Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) [A018)
‘ | ' - Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) [A065]
' Little Gull (Larus minutus) [A177)
g | Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) [A179]
I 5 Common Gull (Larus canus) [A182]
! | | Lesser Black-backed Guil {Larus fuscus) [A183]
‘ | Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) [A184)

| Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) [A187]
| EREt __| Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188]
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' Screened Details/Reason

|IN/OuT

Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) [A192]
Common Tern {Sterna hirundo) [A193]
Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194]
Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) [A195]
| Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199]
Razorbill {Alca torda) [A200]
‘ | Puffin (Fratercula arctica) [A204]

Potential Impact
‘ The development site is located within a suburban area approximately
1.5km from this SPA. There is a direct hydrological pathway from the
proposed development to this SPA. Given that the storm water
drainage ultimately discharges to the Bremore Stream via the arterial
drainage network currently servicing the existing housing estate to
the east of the site and that works are proximate to the stream (Figure
‘ | 10) that leads to the North West Irish Sea SPA, there is potential for
| contaminated surface water and poliutants to enter this SPA via direct
and indirect pathways.

‘ | There is an indirect hydrological pathway from the proposed

| development site to this SPA via foul water drainage. Foul wastewater
| will be treated along the existing public foul infrastructure. In the
' absence of mitigation, no significant effects on the qualifying interests
of this SPA are likely via the indirect hydrological pathway of foul
wastewater drainage.

After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will be directed to
. ' the arterial drainage network currently servicing the existing housing
‘ estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to the Bremore
Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. Given the scale of
the proposed development, the nature of the proposed works, the
proximity of the subject site to the Bremore Stream, and the fact that
the North-West irish Sea SPA is located immediately downstream of
the site via the Bremore Stream (Figure 12), it is considered that, in
. the absence of mitigation, there is the potential for silt and ,
| ‘ contaminated surface water runoff to enter the Bremore Stream (via
' existing public surface water networks) with the potential for
downstream impacts on this SPA. Out of an abundance of caution,
‘ ‘ mitigation measures are required to protect this SPA from significant
effects. '

The habitats on site are not suitable to form an ex-situ site for birds
from surrounding SPA’s. A wintering bird assessment was carried out
{Appendix | a and Ib}. It is important to note that of all the qualifying
interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site
throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and with that, the
maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and
occasionally foraging in the stubble field by the road leading up to the
‘ Water Treatment Plant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen in |

' Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of
| arable crops (Rape) during the site assessments. This would be
considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is
not of significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for |
| wintering birds for proximate SPAs. It should also be noted the other |
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European Name

IE004158

River Nanny
Estuary and
Shore SPA

| Stage 2 AA (Natura Impact Statement) is required.
ouT

Details/Reason

species that are Qualifying Interests of this SPA are truly marine
associated bird species and would not be associated with the
terrestrial habitats on site.

Given the minimum distance to this SPA (1.5 km), no significant noise
or vibration impacts on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
foreseen. In the absence of mitigation measures, no significant
impacts on this SPA are likely.

Out of an abundance of caution, and in the absence of mitigation
measures, it is considered that significant effects on the qualifying
interests of this SPA are likely via the direct (due to proximity of works)
| and indirect hydrological pathway to the Bremore Stream (surface
water discharge to existing housing estate to the east of the site,
' which in turn outfalls to the marine environment via the Bremore
‘ Stream).

Conservation Objectives

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at
favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overall
maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and
species at a national level.

Qualifying Interests

Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130)
Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) [A137]
Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) [A140]

Knot (Calidris canutus) [A143]

Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144]

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) [A184]
Wetland and Waterbirds [A999]

Patential Impact

The proposed development is located over 3.7 km from the SPA.
There is no direct pathway to this SPA.

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SPA. Fou! |

wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to
the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. !n the

absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SPA (3.7 |
km) across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter |

the surface water drainage network during construction ({via
excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment.
No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SPA are

foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water |

drainage.

The habitats on site are not suitable to form an ex-situ site for birds
from surrounding SPA’s. A wintering bird assessment was carried out

{Appendix { a and Ib). It is important to note that of all the qualifying |
_interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site
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| Europea

‘ IE004122

Name

- Skerries Islands
SPA

ouTt

~ No significant effects are likely.

Screened Details/Reason
IN/OUT

throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and with that, the
maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and
occasionally foraging in the stubbie field by the road leading up to the
Water Treatment Plant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen in
Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of |
arable crops (Rape) during the site assessments. This would be
considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is
not of significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for
wintering birds for proximate SPAs.

Given the minimum distance to this SPA (3.7 km), no significant noise
or vibration impacts on the qualifying interests of this SPA are |
foreseen. In the absence of mitigation measures, no significant |
impacts on this SPA are likely. '
No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this |
site to the SPA. The construction and operation of the proposed
development will not impact on the conservation interests of the site.

Conservation Objectives
To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the
bird species listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA.

Qualifying Interests |
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017]

Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) [A018]

Light-bellied Brent Goose {Branta bernicla hrota) [A046]
Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima) [A148]

Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) [A169]

Herring Gull {Larus argentatus) [A184]

Potential Impact

The proposed development is located over 7.6 km from the SPA.
There is no direct pathway to this SPA.

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SPA. Foul
wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul |
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will |
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to
the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. In the
absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SPA {7.6
km) across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter
the surface water drainage network during construction (via
excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment.
No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water
drainage.

The habitats on site are not suitable to form an ex-situ site for birds
from surrounding SPA’s. A wintering bird assessment was carried out
(Appendix | a and Ib). It is important to note that of all the qualifying |
interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site
throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and with that, the
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maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and
occasionally foraging in the stubble field by the road leading up to the
Water Treatment Plant on the 4™ of November 2023.” As seen in
Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of |
arable crops {Rape) during the site assessments. This would be
considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is
not of significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for
wintering birds for proximate SPAs.

Given the minimum distance to this SPA (7.6 km), no significant noise
or vibration impacts on the qualifying interests of this SPA are |
foreseen. In the ahsence of mitigation measures, no 5|gn|f|cant|
impacts on this SPA are likely.

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this
site to the SPA. The construction and operation of the proposed |
development will not impact on the conservation interests of the site. |

~ No significant effects are likely.

Conservation Objectives

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at
favourable conservation condition will contribute to the owverall
maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and
species at a national level,

Qualifying Interests

Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima) [A148)]
Roseate Tern {Sterna dougallii) [A192]
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) [A193]
Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194]

Potential Impact |

The proposed development is located over 9.7 km from the SPA.
There is no direct pathway to this SPA. |

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SPA. Foul
wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul .
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will

be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the |
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to
the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. In the
absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SPA (9.7
km) across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter
the surface water drainage network during construction {via
excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment.
No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water |
drainage.

The habitats on site are not suitable to form an ex-situ site for birds
from surrounding SPA’s. A wintering bird assessment was carried out
(Appendix | a and ib). It is important to note that of all the qualifying
interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site
throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and with that, the
maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and |
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occasionally foraging in the stubble field by the road leading up to the |
Water Treatment Plant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen in

Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of |
arable crops {Rape) during the site assessments. This would be ‘
considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is
‘ not of significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for

wintering birds for proximate SPAs. Tern species are piscivorous and |
would not be associated with the habitats on site. |

‘ Given the minimum distance to this SPA (9.7 km), no significant noise

or vibration impacts on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
' foreseen. In the absence of mitigation measures, no significant |
‘ impacts on this SPA are likely.

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this
‘ site to the SPA. The construction and operation of the proposed |
development will not impact on the conservation interests of the site.

No significant effects are likely.

IF004015 Rogerstown . our Conservation Objectives
‘ Estuary SPA To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the
bird species listed as Special Conservation Interests for this SPA. |

‘ To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the
wetland habitat at Lough Iron SPA as a resource for the regularly-
| occurring migratory waterbirds that utilise it.

|
‘ Qualifying Interests
Greylag Goose (Anser anser) [A043] '
‘ Light-beliied Brent Goose (Branta bernicia hrota) [AD46]
Shelduck {Tadorna tadorna) [ADA8]
! Shoveler (Anas clypeata) [A056]
Qystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130]
Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) [A137)
Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarofa) [A141]
Knot (Calidris canutus) [A143]
Duniin (Calidris alpina) [A149]
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa fimosa) [A156]
Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162] ‘
‘ Wetland and Waterbirds [A999]

Potential Impact ‘

The proposed development is located over 11.3 km from the SPA. .
There is no direct pathway to this SPA.

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SPA. Foul :
wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul |
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will |
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to
the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. In the
absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SPA {11.3
km}across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter
the surface water drainage network during construction [via
excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
: drainage network, watercourse network, and marine environment.
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_ Nossignificant effects are likely.

No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of fou! and surface water
drainage.

The habitats on site are not suitable to form an ex-situ site for birds
from surrounding SPA’s. A wintering bird assessment was carried out
(Appendix | a and Ib). It is important to note that of all the qualifying
interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site |
throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and with that, the
maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and
occasionally foraging in the stubble field by the road leading up to the
Water Treatment Plant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen in
Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of
arable crops (Rape) during the site assessments, This would be
considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is
not of significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for
wintering birds for proximate SPAs.

|
Given the minimum distance to this SPA {11.3 km), no significant noise |
or vibration impacts on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
foreseen. In the absence of mitigation measures, no significant
impacts on this SPA are likely.

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this
site to the SPA. The construction and operation of the proposed |

development wili not impact on the conservation interests of the site. :
|

Conservation Objectives

The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at
favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overall
maintenance of favourabie conservation status of those habitats and |
species at a national level.

Qualifying Interests I
Shelduck {Tadorna tadorna) [A048]
Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130]
Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) [A140]

Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) {A141]
Lapwing {Vanellus vanellus) [A142]

Knot (Calidris canutus) [A143]

Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144]

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) [A156]
Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162]

Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) [A169]

Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) [A195]

Wetland and Waterbirds [A999]

Potential Impact

The proposed development is located over 11.6 km from the SPA.
There is no direct pathway to this SPA.

There is a weak indirect hydrological pathway to this SPA. Foul i
wastewater will be treated along the existing public foul
infrastructure. After attenuation on-site, surface water drainage will |
be directed to the arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site, which in turn outfalls to |
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the Bremore Stream and, ultimately, the marine environment. In the
absence of mitigation, given the substantial distance to this SPA {116
km}) across a marine environment, any silt or pollutants that may enter
the surface water drainage network during construction ({via
excavation, soil-stripping, transportation, demolition, and building
works) and operation will settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the
drainage network, watercourse netwerk, and marine environment.
No likely significant effects on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
foreseen via the weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water

drainage. ‘

The habitats on site are not suitable to form an ex-situ site for birds
from surrounding SPA’s. A wintering bird assessment was carried out
| {Appendix | a and Ib). It is important to note that of all the qualifying |
‘ interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site |
throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and with that, the |
maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and
occasionaily foraging in the stubbie field by the road ieading up to the
‘ Water Treatment Plant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen in
Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of
arable crops (Rape) during the site assessments. This would be |
considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is |
| not of significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for
wintering birds for proximate SPAs.

‘ Given the minimum distance to this SPA {11.6 km), no significant noise !
or vibration impacts on the qualifying interests of this SPA are
‘ foreseen. In the absence of mitigation measures, no signiﬁcant!

impacts on this SPA are iikely. !

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct pathway from this |
site to the SPA. The construction and operation of the proposed |
development will not impact on the conservation interests of the site. |
l No significant effects are likely. |

‘ IE004025 Malahide ouT Conservation Objectives |
Estuary SPA The maintenance of habitats and species within Natura 2000 sites at
‘ favourable conservation condition will contribute to the overall ‘
maintenance of favourable conservation status of those habitats and
| species at a national level. ‘
Qualifying Interests |
Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) [A005] !
‘ Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicia hrota) [AD46]
. Shelduck {Tadorna tadorna) [A048)
| Pintail (Anas acuta) [A054] ‘
Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) [A067)
Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) [A069] ‘
Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130)
‘ Gotden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) [A140]
, Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarofa) [A141]
‘ Knot (Calidris canutus) [A143)
Dunlin (Calidris alpina) [A149] ‘
Black-tailed Godwit {Limosa limosa)} [A156]
Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) [A157] ‘
_ Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162]
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Wetland and Waterbirds [A999]

Potential Impact

The proposed development site is located within a suburban /
agricultural environment, 14.8 km from this SPA. There is no ‘direct’
or ‘indirect’ Source-Pathway linkage between the proposed
development site and the SPA. '

Given the distance to this SPA (14.8 km) across a substantial marine
environment, it is considered that there is no direct or indirect |
hydrological pathway to this SPA. Foul wastewater will be treated
along the existing pubtic foul infrastructure. After attenuation on-site,
surface water drainage will be directed to the arterial drainage
network currently servicing the existing housing estate to the east of
the site, which in turn outfalls to the Bremore Stream and, ultimately,
the marine environment. In the absence of mitigation, given the
minimum distance to this SPA (14.8 km) across a marine environment,
any silt or pollutants that may enter the surface water drainage
network during construction (via excavation, soil-stripping,
transportation, demolition, and building works) and operation will
settle, be dispersed, or diluted within the drainage network,
watercourse network, and marine environment. No likely significant '
effects on the qualifying interests of this SPA are foreseen via the
weak indirect pathways of foul and surface water drainage.

The habitats on site are not suitable to form an ex-situ site for hirds

from surrounding SPA’s. A wintering bird assessment was carried out
{Appendix | a and Ib). it is important to note that of all the qualifying
interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site
throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and with that, the
maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and
occasionally foraging in the stubble field by the road ieading up to the
Water Treatment Plant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen in
Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of
arable crops {Rape} during the site assessments. This would be
considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is
not of significance to wintering birds and is not an ex-situ site for |
wintering birds for proximate SPAs. ‘

Given the minimum distance to this SPA (14.8 km), no significant noise

or vibration impacts on the qualifying interests of this SPA are ‘
foreseen. In the absence of mitigation measures, no significant |
impacts on this SPA are likely. '

No potential impact is foreseen. There is no direct or indirect pathway |
from this site to the SPA. The construction and operation of the |
proposed development will not impact on the conservation interests

of the site. ‘

No significant effects are likely. ‘
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In-Corbination Effects

There are several development proposals located in the areas surrounding the subject site. The following is a list
of {  ning application{s) as identified on the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage’s ‘National
Planning Application Database’ portal:

Table 3. ambunation effects considered

LEAS Address Proposal

F23A/0075 | Bremore Pastures,
| Balbriggan, Co. Dublin

Permission for the construction of 4no. two storey terraced 3 bedroom
dwellings, rear garden areas, boundary walls, connections to existing services
and all associated site development works at Bremaore Pastures, Balbriggan,
County Dublin.

S T
| F22A/0670 | (on lands of €. 6.29 ha.) | The development will consist of Phase 3C as well as roads, services and public

relating to: 'Phase 3'to | open space relating to the overall Phase 3 Ladywell lands as follows:
be known as |

'‘Ladywell', within the
: townlands of, 'Clonard
| or Folkstown Great',

A) 75 no. dwellings comprising 68 no. houses consisting of 22 no. 2 bedroom | |
dwellings (House Types E1, E2, E4, E6, E7, E8, E9, G1, G2, G3, G4, G5}, 41 no. 3 |
bedroom dwellings {House Types D1, D2, F1, F2, F3, F4, F4A, F5, F5A, N1, N2,
, ' 'Clogheder' & N3], 2 no. 4 bedroom detached dwellings (house type M1} - all 2-storey), & 3 no.
- : 'Flemingtown 5 bedroom detached dwellings [House Type K1 - 2.5 storeys - 3 floors), (in a
| ! Balbriggan, Co. Dublin mixture of semi-detached, terraced, end of terrace and detached units); all with
associated private open space; B) 7 no. 1 bedroom apartment units consisting
| of 3 no. 1 bedroom triplex units {T1, T2, T3] in a 3-storey building, 4 no. 1
| bedroom Maisonettes [Apartment Types P1 & P2]in 2 no. 2-storey buildings, (all
with private open space); provision of single storey cycle parking; bin stores; and
ESB substations, solar panels on roofs; as well as 238 no. surface car parking
spaces;

| C) Public Open Space of ¢. 1.34 hectares {Phase 3C -c. 0.38 ha), (with additional
0.48 hectares of incidental open space) as well as communal (c. 0.06 ha) and
private open space; all associated landscaping and drainage works (including
attenuation] with public lighting, planting and boundary treatments, including
| regrading/reprofiling of site where required;

‘ D) Provision of Class 1 Public Open Space {c. 0.65 hectares), with play equipment
(accessed from Hamlet Lane) located to the west of Bremore Pastures and |
Hastings Lawn, south of Flemington Lane, [proposal includes alterations to part
of the Class 1 public park and associated works approved under Reg. Ref.
F15A/0550];

E) Provision of roads and services infrastructure (surface water, foul and water |
supply) to facilitate the development of the remainder of Phase 3 lands (Phases
3A, 3B & 3D) including public lighting, SuDS drainage and services infrastructure,
as well as vehicular and pedestrian connections to the 'Boulevard Road' and ali
associated landscaping and ancillary site development works;

I F) Signalised upgrade of the junction of Boulevard Road and the Clonard Road |
(R122) as well as pedestrian crossings along Boulevard Road; |
Phase 3 to be known as | Development {on lands of c. 6.70 ha) relating to: 'Phase 3' to beknown as
'Ladywell' within the 'Ladywell' within the townlands of Clonard or Folkstown Great, Clogheder &
townlands of Clonard | Flemingtown, Balbriggan, Co Dublin. (Phase 3 lands bounded generally by

F22A/0526

or Folkstown Great,
Clogheder &
Flemington,
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin

undeveloped lands to the nerth, undeveloped lands to the south, Boulevard
Road to the east, and undeveloped lands to the west (to the rear of local road
L1130). The proposal includes a separate site of Class 1 Public open Space of ¢.
0.65 hectares in the adjoining townland of Flemington to the north {accessed
from Hamlet Lane, Bremore Pastures Drive, Balbriggan). The development will

| consist of Phase 3B as well as roads, services and public space relating to the

overall Phase 3 Ladywell lands as follows: A} 95 no. dwellings comprising 79 no.
2-storey houses consisting of 20 no 2 bedroom dwellings (House Types E1, E1A,
E2, E4, ES, E6), 59 no. 3 bedroom dwellings {House Types D1, D1A, D2, D2A, F1,
F1A, F2, F3, F4, F5, F6) all with associated private open space {in a mixture of
semi-detached, terraced and detached units), 16 no. 1 bedroom Maisonettes

(Apartment Types P1, P1A & P2, P2A), all with private open space; in 4 no. 2 |




Ref. No. Address

| along riparian corridor) as well as communal and private open space; all

| junction of Boulevard Road and the Clonard Road {R122) as well as pedestrian

storey building, single storey cycle parking; bin stores; and ESB substations, solar
panels on roofs; as well as 305 no. surface car parking spaces; B) Public Open
Space of ¢. 1.34 hectares, (with additional 0.48 hectares of incidental open space |

associated landscaping and drainage works {including attenuation) with public
lighting, planting and boundary treatments, including regrading/re-profiling of
site where required; C) Provision of Class 1 Public Open Space {c. 0.65 hectares),
with play equipment (accessed from Hamlet Lane) located to the west of
Bremore Pastures and Hastings Lawn, south of Flemington Lane, {proposal
includes alterations to part of the Class 1 public park and associated works
approved under Reg. Ref. F15A/0550}; D) Provision of roads and services |
infrastructure (surface water, foul and water supply) to facilitate the
development of the remainder of Phase 3 lands (Phases 3A, 3C & 3D) including
public lighting, SuDS drainage and services infrastructure, as well as vehicular
and pedestrian connections to the "Boulevard Road" and all associated
landscaping and ancillary site development works; E) Signalised upgrade of the

crossings along Boulevard Road;

| F22A/0195 | Flemington Lane,
| Bremore, Baibriggan,
i | Co. Dublin, K32 RX37.

Demolish existing detached garage and single storey extension to rear of
dwelling, construct new single storey extensions 1o side and rear, new detached
garage, modify fenestration and entrance door arrangement to front elevation,
relocate existing vehicular entrance, SuDS drainage and all associated site
works.

F21A/0055 ‘ Phase 3 to be known as |
'‘Ladywell' within the
‘ townlands of Clonard |
or Folkstown Great,
Clogheder &
Flemington, ‘
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin

The development will consist of Phase 3A as well as roads, services and public
space relating to the overall Phase 3 Ladywell Masterplan lands as follows: A) 99 |
no. dwellings comprising 73 no. 2-storey houses consisting of 24 no. 2 bedroom
dwellings [House Types E1, E2, E3, E4), 44 no. 3 bedroom dwellings (House Types
B1, B2,B3, D1, D3, F1, F2, F3, F4, F5] & 5 no. 4 bedroom dwellings [House Types
M1 & Mz2]), afl with private open space; 16 no. duplex apartments (8 no. 2
bedroom [Types X1, X3] and 8 no. 3 bedroom units [Types X2, X4} in a 3 storey
dupiex building (including terraces at first floor level, single storey refuse storage
building and cycle parking); 6 no. 1 bedroom ‘triplex’ apartments [Types T1, T2,
T3] with balconies at first and second storey levels in 2 no. 3 storey buildings
along with a single storey hicycle store & 4 no. 1 bedroom ‘maisonette’
apartments in 2 no 2 storey buildings (Types P1 & P2]) & bin stores as well as

| 172 no. car parking spaces; B) Public Open Space of ¢. 1 hectare, (with additional

0.27 hectares of open space along riparian corridor) as well as communal and :
private open space; all associated landscaping and drainage works (including |
attenuation) with public lighting, planting and boundary treatments, including
regrading/re-profiling of site (and ditches] where required; C) Provision of Class
1 Public Open Space {c. 0.65 hectares), with play equipment {accessed from
Hamlet Lane) located to the west of Bremore Pastures and Hastings Lawn, south
of Flemington Lane, (proposal includes alterations to part of the Class 1 public
park and associated works approved under Reg. Ref. F15A/0550]; D) Provision
of roads and services infrastructure (surface water, foul and water supply) to
facilitate the future development of Phase 3 lands {Phases 3B-3D) including
public lighting, Suds drainage and services infrastructure, as well as vehicular ‘
and pedestrian connections to the 'Boulevard Road’ and all associated
landscaping and ancillary site development works; E} Signalised upgrade of the |
junction of Boulevard Road and the Clonard Road (R122) as well as pedestrian |
crossings along Boulevard Road;

Following an analysis of development proposals proximate to the subject site, it is considered that in combination
effects with other existing and proposed developments in proximity to the application area would be unlikely,
neutral, not significant and localised. It is concluded that no significant effects on Natura 2000 sites are likely as
a result of the proposed development in combination with other projects. No in combination effects are foreseen.

No projects in the vicinity of the proposed development would be seen to have a significant in combination

effect on Natura 2000 sites.




AA Screening Conclusions

An wﬂal screening of the proposed works, using the precautionary principle (without the use of any mitigation
me\._.ires) and the Source/Pathway/Receptor links between the proposed works and Natura 2000 sites with the
potential to result in significant effects on the conservation objectives and qualifying interests of the Natura 2000
sites was carried out in Table 2. Based on hest scientific knowledge and objective information and assessment,
the possibility of significant effects caused by the proposed project was excluded for the following Natura 2000
sites:

Special Areas of Conservation
Rockabill to Dalkey Islands SAC

Boyne Coast and Estuary SAC
Rogerstown Estuary SAC

River Boyne and River Blackwater SAC
Malahide Estuary SAC

Special Protection Areas

River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA
Skerries Islands SPA

Rockabill SPA

Rogerstown Estuary SPA

Boyne Estuary SPA

Malahide Estuary SPA

The project is limited in scale and extent and the potential zone of influence is restricted to the immediate vicinity
of the proposed development. However, in the absence of mitigation measures there is potential for silt laden
material and contaminated surface water drainage to enter proximate public surface water networks, the
Bremore Stream, and the North-West irish Sea SPA located downstream of the works.

A wintering bird assessment was carried out (Appendix | a and Ib). It is important to note that of all the qualifying
interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site throughout all of the wintering bird surveys and
with that, the maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and occasionally foraging in the stubble
field by the road leading up to the Water Treatment Plant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen in Appendix 2
the proposed development site consists primarily of arabie crops (Rape) during the site assessments. This would
be considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is not of significance to wintering birds and
is not an ex-situ site for qualifying interests of proximate SPAs including North-West Irish Sea SPA.

An NIS is required in respect of the effects of the project on North-West Irish Sea SPA because it cannot be
excluded on the basis of best objective scientific information following screening, in the absence of control or
mitigation measures in relation to pollution (silt, dust, poliution and runoff) during construction and operation,
that the plan or project, individually and/or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant
effect on the named European Site/s.

An NIS or Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment is not required for the effects of the project on all other listed Natura
2000 sites above because it can be excluded on the basis of the best objective scientific information following
screening that the plan or project, individually and/or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a
significant effect on the European Site/s.

NIS is required due to the potential for significant effects on the North-West Irish Sea SPA in the absence of
mitigation.



Further Information on European Site Screened in for NIS

N -west Irish Sea SPA 004236
As outlined in the North-west Irish Sea Synopsis* (NPWS, version date 17.7.2023)

“The North-west Irish Sea cSPA constitutes an important resource for marine birds. The estuaries and bays that
open into it along with connecting coastal stretches of intertidal and shallow subtidal hobitats, provide safe
feeding and roosting habitats for waterbirds throughout the winter and migration periods. These areas, along
with more pelagic marine waters further offshore, provide additional supporting habitats {for foraging and other
maintenance behaviours) for those seabirds that breed at colonies on the north-west Irish Sea’s islands and coastal
headlands. These marine areas are also important for seabirds outside the breeding period.

This SPA extends offshore along the coasts of counties Louth, Meath and Dublin, and is approximatefy 2,333km?2
in area. This SPA is ecologically connected to several existing SPAs in this area.

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the £.U. Birds Directive, of special conservation interest for the
following species: Common Scoter, Red-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, Fulmar, Manx Shearwater, Shag,
Cormorant, Little Gull, Kittiwake, Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Great
Black-backed Gull, Little Tern, Roseate Tern, Common Tern, Arctic Tern, Puffin, Razorbill and Guillemot.

The breeding seabird species listed for those SPAs, which abut the North-West Irish Sea SPA are: Fulmar {Lambay
Istand SPA); Cormorant (Skerries Island SPA; Ireland's Eye SPA; Lambay Island SPA); Shag (Skerries Island SPA;
Lambay Island SPA); Lesser Black-backed Guil (Lambay Island SPA}; Herring Gull (Skerries Istand SPA; Ireland's Eye
SPA; Lambay Island SPA); Kittiwake (Lambay istand SPA; Ireland’s Eye SPA; Howth Head SPA); Roseate Tern
(Rockabill SPA); Common Tern (Rockabill SPA;); Arctic Tern (Rockabill SPAJ; Little Tern (Boyne Estuary SPA);
Guillemot (Lambay Island SPA, Ireland’s Eye SPA); Razorbill {Lambay Isfand SPA, irelond’s Eye SPA); and Puffin
{Lambay Island SPA). The Common Tern population that is listed for the nearby South Dublin Bay and River Tolka
Estuary SPA is also likely to use this SPA as a foraging resource.

Informed by two surveys of the western Irish Sea region in 2016 an estimated 120,232 and 34,626 individual
marine birds occurred in this SPA during autumn and winter respectively. Those marine bird species whose
estimated abundances equalled or exceeded 1% of the total estimated size of the winter assemblage are: Red-
throated Diver (538}, Fulmar (506), Little Guil (391), Kittiwake (944), Black-headed Gull {508), Common Gull
(2,866), Herring Gull (6,893), Great Black-backed Gull {2,096), Razorbill (4,638) and Guillemot (13,914).

The estimated 2016 summer abundance of Manx Shearwater in the North West Irish Sea SPA is 13,010 and is of
international importance. The estimated 2016 autumn and winter abundances of Great Northern Diver in the
North West Irish Sea SPA is 248 and 230 respectively and are of international importance. The estimated
abundances of Common Scoter over parts of this SPA can reach significant numbers fe.g. 14,567 in December
2018) which is also of international importance.”

i https://www, npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/synopsis/SY004236.pdf




Consérvation Objectives of North-west Irish Sea SPA 004236 (All Habitats and Species)

of

Thi ~ualifying interests, their attributes, targets and the potential impact of the proposed development on each
i features of interest of North-west rish Sea SPA 004236 are seen in Table 4.

Table 4. The site-specific Conservation Objectives, overall status of species and habitats and the potential impact
of the proposed works on the features of interest and conservation objectives of North-west Irish Sea SPA.

Annex Species/Habitats-
Qualifying Interest

Overall
Conservation
Status

Site Specific Conservation Objectives, attributes, targets
and perceived impacts.

Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra)
[A0B5]

Red-throated Diver (Gavia steffata)
[AQD1]

Great Northern Diver (Gavig
immer) [A003]

Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [ADOS]
Manx Shearwater (Puffinus
puffinus} [A013]

Cormorant {Phalacrocorax carbo)
[A017]

Little Tern {Sterna albifrons) [A195]
Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyia) [A188]
Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus
ridibundus) [A179]

Common Gull {Larus canus) [A182]
Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus
fuscus) [A183]

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus)
[A184]

Roseate Tern (Sterna dougailii)
[A192]

Arctic Tern {Sterna paradisaea)
[A194]

Puffin (Fratercula arctica) [A204]
Razorbill {Alca torda) [A200)
Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199]
Little Gull (Hydrocoloeus minutus)
{A862)

Common Tern {Sterna hirundo)
(A193)

[A065] Red;
[A0D1]
[A003)
[A009]
[A013]
[A017]
[A195]
[A188] Red;
[A179]
[A182]
[A183]
[A184]
[A192]
[A194]
[A204] Red;
[A200]
[A199]
[A862]
[A193]

3

-4

Y3

’

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of the
qualifying interests in North-west Irish Sea SPA, which is
defined by the following list of attributes and targets:

(Attribute. Target)

Population Size, Long term SPA population trend is stable
or increasing

Spatial Distribution. Sufficient number of locations, area,
and availability (in terms of timing and intensity of use) of
suitable habitat to support the population

Forage spatial distribution, extent, abundance and
availability. Sufficient number of locations, area of suitable
habitat and available forage biomass to support the
population target

Disturbance across the site. The intensity, frequency,
timing and duration of disturbance occurs at levels that do
not significantly impact the achievement of targets for
population size and spatial distribution.

Barriers to connectivity. The number, location, shape and
area of barriers do not significantly impact the site
population's access to the SPA or other ecologically
important sites outside the SPA.

Potential Effect

Given the nature of the works, all of these effects would
be expected to be localised in nature restricted to the
immediate vicinity of the site. However, without the
presence of mitigation measures there is a potential for
downstream effects if significant quantities of pollution or
silt were introduced into the Bremore Stream via
construction works with potential for downstream
impacts on North-West Irish Sea SPA. The habitats of
conservation interest of this SPA are not on site. However,
the range of the species that are of conservational interest
may be located downstream of the proposed works.

Construction works have the potential for downstream
impacts on aquatic biodiversity through the introduction
of silt and petrochemicals. Existing drainage networks,
surface water runoff, haulage, storage of topsoil or works
in the vicinity of the drainage networks onsite and




Annex Species/Habitats-
Qu(Plifving Interest

Cverali
Conservation
Status

site Specific Conservation Objectives, attributes, targets
and perceived impacts.

adjacent to the subject site could lead to dust, hazardous
material, soil or silt laden runoff entering the Bremore
Stream via drainage networks.

Impacts on the SPA from upstream sources have the
potential to directly impact on the qualifying interests of
the SPA in the absence of mitigation measures. In the
absence of mitigation measures there is the potential to
impact on the distribution number and range of the
following qualifying interests if significant qua ntities of silt
and pollution were to enter the Bremore Stream:

e Common Scoter {Melanitta nigra) [A065]

e Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) [A001)

e Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) [AQO3]

e Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [AO09]

e Manx Shearwater {Puffinus puffinus) [A013]

e Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017]

o Little Tern (Sterna afbifrons} [A195]

e Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188]

e Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus)
[A179]

e Common Gull {Larus canus) [A182]

e Lesser Black-backed Guil (Larus fuscus) [A183]

e Herring Gull {Larus argentatus} [A184]

e Roseate Tern (Sterna dougalfi) [A192]

e Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194]

e Puffin {Fratercula arctica) [A204]

e Razorbill (Alca torda} [A200]

e Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199]

e Little Gull (Hydrocoloeus minutus) {A862)

e Common Tern {Sterna hirundo) (A193)

Mitigation measures are required to remove the potential
of impacts on the SPA from indirect pathways via the
Bremore Stream.




Analysis of the Potential Impacts on Natura 2000 Sites.

The | roposed development is not within a designated conservation site. The nearest Natura 2000 site is the
North-West Irish Sea SPA (1.5 km). Out of an abundance of caution, given the scale of the proposed development,
the nature of the proposed works, the proximity of the subject site to the Bremore Stream, and the fact that the
North-West Irish Sea SPA is located immediately downstream of the Bremore Stream (Figure 12), it is considered
that, in the absence of mitigation, there is the potential for silt and contaminated surface water runoff to enter
the Bremore Stream (via existing public surface water networks) and potentially give rise to significant effects on
the Natura 2000 site.

The potential effects on Natura 2000 sites are seen in Table 5. The proposed clearance and construction works
would impact on the existing ecology of the site and the surrounding area. In the absence of mitigation, this could
lead to the transportation of dust, pollution, and contaminated surface water runoff to the proximate Bremore
Stream with the potential for effects on the North-West Irish Sea SPA.

Construction and operational phase mitigation measures are required on site particularly as clearance of the site
is proposed which will remove all existing terrestrial habitats and in the absence of mitigation would lead to siit
laden and contaminated runoff entering the existing arterial drainage network currently servicing the existing
housing estate to the east of the site, Bremore Stream, and the marine environment. Mitigation measures are
required.

Mitigation Measures

Construction and operational mitigation will be incorporated into the proposed development project to minimise
the potential negative impacts within the Zone of Influence (Zol) including the Bremore Stream and downstream
North-West Irish Sea SPA (Table 6).
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Adverse Effects on the conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites likely to
od..r from the project {post mitigation)

A robust series of mitigation measures are outlined. These would ensure that surface water runoff from the
proposed works site is clean, uncontaminated and that dust from the works would not significantly impact on
the Bremore Stream and the downstream Natura 2000 site {North-West Irish Sea SPA). It should be noted that
the early implementation of ecological supervision on site prior to the initial mobilisation and enabling works
will be an important element of the project. This will ensure the implementation of surface water runoff
mitigation strategies and the mitigation to protect the watercourse from proximate works from the outset.

With the successful implementation of the mitigation measures to limit surface water impacts on the Bremore
Stream, including mitigation/supervision, no significant impacts are foreseen from the construction and
operation of the proposed project. Residual impacts of the proposed project will be localised to the immediate
vicinity of the proposed works and would not impact on the integrity of the proximate Natura 2000 site.

The construction and operational mitigation proposed for the development satisfactorily addresses the
mitigation of potential impacts on North-West Irish Sea SPA, through the application of the standard
construction and operational phase controls as outlined above. No significant adverse impacts on the
conservation objectives of North-West Irish Sea SPA are likely following the implementation of the mitigation
measures outlined above.

It is essential that these measures outlined are complied with, to ensure that the proposed development does
not have “downstream” environmental impacts. These measures are to protect the surface water, which is the
primary vector of impacts from the site, and to ensure that it is not impacted during construction and operation.
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Conclusion

It f  been concluded that significant effects on the North-West Irish Sea SPA are likely from the proposed
works in the absence of mitigation measures, primarily as a result of direct hydrological connection to the site
via dust pollution and surface water runoff to the existing arterial drainage network currently servicing the
existing housing estate to the east of the site and the Bremore Stream. For this reason, an NIS was carried out
to assess whether the proposed project, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, in view of
best scientific knowledge and in view of the sites’ conservation objectives, will adversely affect the integrity of
the European Site. All other Natura 2000 sites were screened out at initial screening.

Construction works will create localised noise disturbance that will not impact on Natura 2000 sites. Mitigation
measures will be in place to ensure that there are no significant impacts on the surface water that leads to the
marine environment.

Following the implementation of the mitigation measures outlined, the construction and operation of the
proposed development would not be deemed to adversely affect the integrity of the North-West Irish Sea SPA,
alone in combination with other plans and projects. No significant adverse effects are likely on all other Natura
2000 sites, in the absence of mitigation, alone in combination with other pfans and projects.

This report presents an Appropriate Assessment Screening and NIS for the proposed development. It outlines
the information required for the competent authority to screen for appropriate assessment and to determine
whether or not the proposed development, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, in view
of best scientific knowledge and in view of the sites’ conservation objectives, will adversely affect the integrity
of the European site.

| A wintering bird assessment was carried out {Appendix 1 a and Ib). It is important to note that of all the
qualifying interests of nearby SPA’s only Herring gull were noted on site throughout all of the wintering bird
surveys and with that, the maximum amount observed on site were “20 birds sitting and occasionally foraging
in the stubble field by the road leading up to the Water Treatment Piant on the 4th of November 2023.” As seen
in Appendix 2 the proposed development site consists primarily of arable crops {Rape} during the site
assessments. This would be considered a habitat of low importance to wintering birds. The site is not of
significance to wintering birds and is notan ex-situ site for wintering birds for proximate SPAs.

On the basis of the content of this report, the competent authority is enabled to conduct an Appropriate
Assessment and consider whether, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, in view of best
scientific knowledge and in view of the sites’ conservation objectives, will adversely affect the integrity of the
European site.

No significant effects are likely on Natura 2000 sites, their features of interest or conservation abjectives. The
proposed project will not will adversely affect the integrity of European sites.

Data used for the AA Screening/NIS Assessment

NPWS site synopses and Conservation objectives of sites within 15km were examined. There is no direct
pathway to any Natura 2000 sites beyond 15km of the proposed development site. The most recent SAC and
SPA boundary shapefiles were downloaded and overlaid on Bing maps and satellite imagery.
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Appendix | - Ornithological Survey of lands at Flemington Lane, Balbriggan,
Cq Dublin (February -March 2023)

1. Introduction

Joseph Adamson MCIEEM was appointed by Altemar Ltd. to conduct an ornithological
survey of a parcel of land at Flemington Lane, located to the northwest of the town of
Balbriggan, Co. Dublin. The purpose of the site visits was to survey the site to record species
of birds that are frequenting the area.

2. Survey Area

The survey site, comprising of twa parcels of land, lies to the west of a housing estate in an
area of Balbriggan known as Flemington. The larger of the two parcels is bounded to the
north by agriculturai fields, to the south by a new residential housing estate, and to the east
by & housing estate in an area of Balbriggan known as Tankardstown. A water treatment
plant that serves the town of Balbriggan is located to the west of the site. A new road
leading from the Tankardstown housing estate to the entrance to the water treatment plant
bisects the site in an east-west direction. A dirt track trends from the south of the site
through the centre of the site.

The second parcel is much smaller in size and is comprised of an agricultural field, bounded
by g hedgerow to the south of it. This parcel is located west of the larger parcel and to the
north of the water treatment plant

The survey site was dominated for the most part by agricultural fields containing Qil Seed
Rape (OSR). There are very few hedgerows within the site, and those that are present arein
poor condition with wide gaps. The larger parcel of the site was accessed from the south,
through a new housing estate. The smaller parcel was accessed from a secondary road that
barders the field to the west.

3. Methodology

The site was surveyed on the 27" and 28" February, and the 7', 18'" and 21% March 2023.
Weather at the times of survey was suitable for recording, with bright and sunny spells for
the most part, with occasional showers an the 18" and 21 March.

All areas within the sight boundary were surveyed by systematically walking and recording
birds heard and observed. A list of birds observed during the site visit was then compiled for
the entire site {Table 1).

A note was made of any species of conservation interest recorded at the site. Species
highlighted in red represent species whose breeding population has declined by 50% over
the last 25-30 years. Species highlighted in amber represent species that are of Eurapean
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Conservation Concern. They are Amber-listed because of their unfavourable conservation
status but not concentrated in Europe. The remaining species are Green-listed, species of
favourable conservation status (Gilbert, G., Stanbury, A., and Lewis, .} (Ref.1).

4. Results

Table 1: Bird species recarded within the site during the Winter Bird Survey, 2023, at Flemington lLane,
Balbriggan, Co. Publin

Species Gualification Criteria Comments

Comemon Buzzard Onserved on four occas 0ns t-ugghout the site asualy
seen commat ngove tie fe dswtyntheste Thee are na

Buteo buteo sa'tane trees for oreed ngw i te s te

SPEC2, BDOMp1 BDMo2
B rds wee Frequent y gaserved oves the s te dae tothe

arox Mty of the su”vey s te to tne coast

Woodpigeon
RS Frequently onserved overhead L «e'y to preed nonatye
nedger d ts de of T
Columbe palumbus edgerows and trees odts de of the s.1e
Meadow Pipit SPECL
L Qccas 019 ¥ fasned fron tne QSR Teds Leeylto oreed N
Anthus pratensis sMa Numoets wikn e ste
Pied Wagtail Oose-ved aong t1e trau< tnat - a1s na wrthery drect ot
trroueh t1e s te and tne aew road esd ap 10 the water
Motacitla afba yorelli treatwent o ant
Wren
Distant y ooserved ot one cccas an - May preed 0
dge- ttne north of tne s
Troglodytes traglodytes nedgerows atine n aof t te
Robin
One neard s ng 2g 0 res denta garden east of tne s te
Erithacus rubecula
A fioex of 15 was ooserved { y 0g over 11¢ s te on tae 27" of
fieldfare Marc
Turdus piferis AW atervstor to e and from No-taern and Centra
Es-one Does not oreed
Blackbird F'EQJE"IUV aoserved mami wmzesswitnninesteond

sJrvey dates

Turdus meruia Lkey to preedwintneste

Magpie
Ifreqaent y opserved over tresteond sJrvey dates
Pica pico
Jackdaw Octas ana y omesved {y ngovernead ona savey dates
Corvus monedula Lkey to oreed 4 ine 10w ng estate cast of tre s te
Rook Frequently ogserved fy 1gove nead o oose esooserved

otheste
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Spedies Qualification Criteria Comments

Corvus frugifegus

Raven
Two obnserved fiy-ng overtead on the 27° of Fetryary
Corvus corax

SPEC3
Occas ona yobse-ved fy ngover theste Lxeyto oreed n

te nous g estate east of thes'te

Chaffinch
A flock of § was ooserved on waste ground soutnof the s te

the 21 Marc»
Fringilla coelebs on the 21 March

Redpolf
Ceeasana yobserved g nge namoes over tne s te May

, greed 1 nedperows to tne nortn of e s.te.
Acanthis flammea ue edgero

SPEC2 Focks of upto 15 nd v dua s we-e observed on tne waste
graund soutn of tre s te dur g a | su-vey dates F ocks of
Lnnets 3re Lommon o1 waste gredand and oseq Feds 1
Winter on tne East coast of Ire and n and the o’ ds may be
m grants -on Scot and o tne hortiwest of Engand. May
greed n nedgerows nsmal 1ambers, 1ot of the s'te

Goldfinch Occas’'cna y 03seved on a' survey dates

Common n#e and avd may 2eed nnedgerows at the

Carduelis carduelis
qoth of the s te

BDp2.BD 2 Asnge ndvdaa wasfusted Fow ee of tre OSRfe ds on
te 18' Marcn A mae and fenae was obse-ved enthe 217
Yellowhammer of Marca
5 . Ascacen-d nlve and, satcan se qu te frequenty
a citrinelic 3
Fmperiea citine coseved n pa-ts of Nortn Counky Dub "1 and Meatn

May breed w th 9 e sile

Qualifying criteria: Red List Critena- SPEC1 [species that are of global conservation concern). SPEC3 (species are those for
which the global poputation is cancentrated outside EuropeBOp1l {breeding popuiation decline cver shorter time periods)
BDp2 (breeding popuiation deckne over longer time periods).BDr2 (breeding range decline over langer time penods)Amber
List Critena- Categories that depict an unfavourable conservation status in Europe, but not necessarily of global concern.
WI {Locabsed non-breeding popuiation) WDMp1 {Moderate non-breeding population decline cver the short term} BDMr],
and 8DMs2 {Moderate breeding range dechne over short term {1) and long term{2) BOMp1 (shert-term decline i breeding
population}, BDMp2 (long-term decline in breeding population). SPEC 2 (species for which the glabal population is
concentrated in Europe). SPEC 3 (species for which the global population s concentrated outswde of Eurcpe)

A total of nineteen bird species was observed during the Winter site visits. Two Red-Listed species,
namely meadow pipit and yellowhammer were observed during the site visits. The two Red -Listed
species may breed within the site. Thrae Amber-Listed species, herring gull, starling and linnet were
observed during the site visits. The anly Amber-Listed species that may breed within the site is
linnet. All ather species observed are Green-Listed, species of favourable conservation status.
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5. Discussion

Birds abserved at the Flemington Lane site are typical of the habitats present. The species
assemblage is a reflection of the agricultural fields, hedgerows and overgrown waste ground
habitats within and around the site and the birds observed are typical of birds occurring in these
habitats in North County Dublin in Winter.

The agricultural grassland fields to the west of the site within the boundary of the water treatment

plant were devoid of birds for the most part, with the exception of birds observed flying overhead.

6. Reference

Ref. 1 Gilbert, G, Stanbury, A. & Lewis, | X. Birds of Canservation Concern in Ireland 4: 2020-2026.
Irish Birds 43: 1-23.
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Appendix 1b - Ornithological Survey of lands at Flemington Lane, Balbriggan,
Cq Nublin {Winter 2023).

1. Introduction

loseph Adamson MCIEEM was appointed by Altemar Ltd. to conduct a Winter ornithological survey of a parcel
of land at Flemington Lane, located to the northwest of the town of Balbriggan, Co. Dublin, over the Winter of
2023/2024. This follows on from an ornithological survey of the site, carried out in February and March of 2023
by the same author. The purpose of the site visits was to survey the site to record species of birds that are
frequenting the area.

2. Survey Area

The survey site, comprising of two parcels of land, lies to the west of a housing estate in an area of
Balbriggan known as Flemington. The larger of the two parcels is bounded to the north by agricultural
fields, to the south by a new residential housing estate, and to the east by a housing estate in an area
of Balbriggan known as Tankardstown. A water treatment plant that serves the town of Balbriggan is
located to the west of the site. A new road leading from the Tankardstown housing estate to the
entrance to the water treatment plant bisects the site in an east-west direction. A dirt track trends
from the south of the site through the centre of the site.

The second parcel is much smaller in size and is comprised of an agricultural field, bounded by a
hedgerow to the south of it. This parcel is located west of the larger parcel and to the north of the
water treatment plant.

The survey site was dominated for the most part by agricultural fields of stubble in which it appeared
that Corn had been grown in the Summer of 2023. During the survey of February and March 2023,
these agricultural fields had been under Oil Seed Rape. During the survey on the 18™ of January 2024,
it was evident that one of the stubble fields by the road leading up to the Water Treatment Plant had
been partially ploughed when workers from the Plant were installing Sluice Vaives, Air Valves and Fire
Hydrants by the edge of the field. There are very few hedgerows within the site, and those that are
present are in poor condition with wide gaps. The larger parcel of the site was accessed from the east,
through the entrance to the Balbriggan Water Treatment Plant, which is located to the west of the
site. The smaller parcel was accessed from a secondary road that borders the field to the west.

3. Methodology
The site was surveyed on the 25t and 29% October, the 4™ and 20" November, the 4™ and 24t
December 2023, the 8" and 18" January, the 5% and 19™ of February and the 3'9 and 11" March 2024.
Weather at the times of survey was suitable for recording, with clear spells for the most part, with
strong northwesterly winds on the 4™ of November 2023 and very strong southwesterlies on the 24
December 2024.

All areas within the sight boundary were surveyed by systematically walking and recording birds heard
and observed. A list of birds observed during the site visit was then compiled for the entire site (Table
1).

A note was made of any species of conservation interest recorded at the site. Species highlighted in
red represent species whose breeding population has declined by 50% over the last 25-30 years.
Species highlighted in amber represent species that are of European Conservation Concern. They are
Amber-listed because of their unfavourable conservation status but not concentrated in Europe. The
remaining species are Green-listed, species of favourable conservation status (Gilbert, G., Stanbury,
A., and Lewis, I.) (Ref.1).
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4. Results

uble 1 Bird species rded within the site during the Wint

Birdd Survey of 2023,/2024, at Flemington Lune. Balbriggon. Co. Dublin

Species

Qualification Criteria

Comments

Common Buzzard

Buteo buteo

Two birds were ohserved circling over the stubble field by
the road leading to the Water Treatment Plant on the 4t
November 2023.

One bird observed hunting over the field by the water
treatment plant on the 4™ December 2023. This field is
outside of the site boundary.

SPEC2, BDMp1, BDMp2

Six birds were observed over the site on the 25t of October
2023.

20 birds sitting and occasionally foraging in the stubble field
by the road leading up to the Water Treatment Plant on the
4 of November 2023. There were very heavy showers, with
Force 3-4 narth-easterly winds on this date.

No Herring Gulls were observed at the site on the 4 of
December 2023.

A group of thirty-one Herring Gulls was observed sitting in
the stubble field by the road leading to the Water Treatment
Plant on the 24™ of December 2023. These birds were
sheltering due to very blustery Force 5-6 southwest winds
and heavy squalls.

No Herring Gulls were cbserved during the 18" of January
2024 site survey due to disturbance from Water Treatment
Plant Workers installing valves at the edge of the field by the
road leading to the Water Treatment Plant.

No Herring Gulls were observed during the 5% of February
site visit.

Four Herring Gulls were observed sitting and occasionally
feeding alongside Rooks in the ploughed areas of the
stubble field by the road leading to the Water Treatment
Plant on the 19" of February.

During the site visit on the 3™ of March, there were lots of
Herring Guils on roof tops of the housing estate to the east
of the site. A lot of these birds were observed in pairs,
indicating that they would be ready to start breeding.

On the same date three Herring Gulls were feeding on the
ploughed strip of the stubble field with Rooks and lackdaws.

There were na Herring Gulls observed on the stubble field
during the 11" March site visit.

Woodpigeon

Columba palumbus

Freguently observed overhead. Likely to breed in mature
hedgerows and trees cutside of the site.

Collared Dove

Streptopelia decaocto

One bird flew over the site in an easterly direction on the
20 November 2023. One bird observed flying overhead on
the24th December 2023.

Meadow Pipit

Anthus pratensis

SPEC1

Occastonally flushed from all the stubble fields in Tow
numbers. Likely to breed in small numbers within the site,
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Species Qualification Criteria Comments
in particular the field within the site that is currently under
grass.

SPEC3 small numbers were observed flying overhead during the
25t of October site visit. These were most likely migratory
birds.

Pied Wagtail Observed along the track that runs in a northerly direction
through the site and the new road leading to the water
Motacilla alba yarelli treatment plant.
Wren Distantly observed on one occasion. May breed in
Troglodytes troglodytes hedgerows at the north of the site.
Robin
Four birds singing on the site on the 25t October 2023.
Erithacus rubecula
. . th
Redwing Three birds observed on the site on the 4™ November 2023.
e A Winter visitor to Ireland from Iceland and Scandinavia.
Turdus iliacus
Does not breed.
Blackbird Frequently observed in small numbers within the site on all
survey dates.
Turdus merula Likely to breed within the site.
Magpie
Infrequently observed over the site on all survey dates.
Pica pica
Occasionally observed flying overhead on all survey dates.
Jackdaw Observed feeding in the stubble field that was partialfy
ploughed/disturbed during the January 2024 site visit.
Corvus monedula
Likely to breed in the housing estate east of the site.
Rook Frequently observed flying overhead. Also observed feeding
in the stubble field that was partially ploughed in January
Corvus frugilegus 2024. No rockeries observed on the site.

SPEC3 Occasionally observed flying over the site. Likely to breed in
the housing estate east of the site.

Chaffinch Occasionally observed at the site, associating with other
Fringilla coelebs finches. May breed in hedgerows within the site

Redpoll Occasionally observed in single numbers over the site. May
Acanthis flammea breed in hedgerows to the north of the site.

SPEC 2 A flock of c. 150 birds was observed on the 25™ October
2023.

A flock of 20 birds was observed on the 3" February 2024.
Flocks of Linnets are common on waste ground and open
fields in Winter on the East coast of Ireland in and the birds
may be immigrants from Scotland or the Northwest of
England. May breed in hedgerows in small numbers, north
of the site.

Goldfinch Occasionally observed on all survey dates.
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Species Qualification Criteria Comments

Ce-uelis carduelis Common in Ireland and may breed in hedgerows at the
' north of the site,

BDMpl Five birds were observed with a large flock of ¢. 150 Linnets
on the 25% October 2023.

A flock of fifteen was observed with a flock of Linnets on the
4% of December 2023.

BDp2, BDr2 Five birds were observed along a hedgerow by the
northernmost stubble field an the 19 February 2024. Two
Yellowhammer birds flew overhead at the south of the site on the same

. date.
Emberiza citrinella

A scarce bird in Ireland, but can be quite frequently
observed in parts of North County Dublin and Meath.

Three females were ohserved in a hedgerow at the

Reed Buntin
: southwest of the site on the 4*" of November 2023.

Emberiza schoeniclus

Qualifying criteria: Red List Criteria- SPEC1 {species that are of global conservation concern). SPEC3 (species are those for which the
global population is concentrated outside EuropeBDpl {breeding population decline over shorter time periods) BDp2 (breeding
population decline over longer time periods).BDr2 (breeding range decline over longer time periodsjAmber List Criteria- Categories that
depict an unfavourable conservation status in Europe, but not necessarily of global concern. Wi {Localised non-breeding population})
WDMp1 {Moderate non-breeding population decline over the short term} BDMrl and BDMr2 (Moderate breeding range decline over
short term {1) and long term(2) BDMp1 (short-term decline in breeding population}, BDMp2 (long-term decline in breeding population).
SPEC 2 ({species for which the global population is concentrated in Europe). SPEC 3 (species for which the global population is
concentrated outside of Europe)

A total of twenty-two bird species was observed during the Winter 2023/2024 bird survey. Two Red-Listed
species, namely meadow pipit and yellowhammer were observed during the site visits. The two Red -Listed
species may breed within the site. Three Amber-Listed species, herring guill, starling, skylark, greenfinch and
linnet were observed during the site visits. The only Amber-Listed species that may breed within the site are
greenfinch and linnet. All other species observed are Green-Listed, species of favourable conservation status.
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5. Discussion
Birf' abserved at the Flemington Lane site are typical of the habitats present. The species assemblage is a
refl. _cion of the agricultural fields, hedgerows and overgrown waste ground habitats within and around the
site and the birds observed are typical of birds occurring in these habitats in North County Dublin in Winter.

The agricultural grassiand fields to the west of the site within the boundary of the water treatment plant were
devoid of birds for the most part, with the exception of birds observed flying overhead and occasional
foraging rooks when the fields were saturated due to frequent rain events.

This report is also a response to concerns that were raised about the occurrence of herring gull observed at the
site in the survey of 2023, and that the occurrence of this species at the site was not considered in relation to
the species being one of the gualifying interests in the newly established North-West Irish Sea Special Protection
Area (SPA). A number of points need to be raised regarding the occurrence of this species at the site.

e The Winter survey report carried out in February and March 2023 mentioned that birds were observed
flying overhead. it did not mention that the fields within the site were being utilised by herring gulls.
Afterall, during that survey, all fields, with the exception of a field under grass, were planted with Qil
Seed Rape. The following summer, the fields were under Corn. It was only when the Corn was harvested
and the fields became Corn stubble fields, when the winter survey commenced, that herring gulls, and
indeed corvids, such as rooks and jackdaws were present.

o The gulls only started to occur at the site when the fields were under stubble. Due to constant rain
events, invertebrates within the soil rise to the surface, which makes it easier for gulls to feed on them.
Most of the time the gulls were sitting, in small numbers.

e It must be noted that only one stubble field within the entire site, namely the field adjacent to the road
leading up to the Water Treatment Plant, was occupied by gulls and corvids. It must be noted that
during the site visits on the 4t of November and the 24" of December herring gulls were present in this
particular field, in double digit numbers. The weather on these days was extremely inclement and the
birds were merely sitting and sheltering from the strong winds.

e During the 18" of January site visit, it was noted that the soil within this particular stubble field had
been disturbed, due to Water Treatment Plant workers installing water valves by the road. The soil had
been disturbed in strips, where pipes were faid, and it was on these strips where gulls and corvids were
feeding.

e Itis not unusual for gull species to occur and feed in fields in inland sites. A recently ploughed field can
attract hundreds of gulls, as indeed, a field where the first cut of silage has taken place, or any grass
cutting in general.

e Herring gulls were present flying around the site on all monthly visits. They were also abundant flying
over Balbriggan town. This is to be expected in any coastal town in Ireland. It is known that they breed
on roof tops in the town and are regarded as a nuisance species by residents in the area.

e In conclusion, just because herring gulls were present within the survey site does not necessarily mean
that this is their preferred habitat within the area. During the final site visit on the 11t of March, there
were no herring gulls present. However, on the same date, the author observed a large number of
¢.3,000+ guils, mainly comprised of herring gulls, feeding on the tideline of Gormanston Strand, located
<5km northeast of the study site. The large number of gulls was present at Gormanston Strand after a
north-easterly storm on Saturday the gth of March.

6. Reference

Ref. 1 Gilbert, G, Stanbury, A. & Lewis, 1 K. Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 4: 2020-2026. Irish Birds
43:1-23.
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Appéndix 2 -Site Survey

The most recent site habitat assessments were carried out on the 12t May 2023 and 27% June 2023. Habitats
witt  the proposed development site were classified according to Fossitt (2000) (Figure 2.1) and the species
noted within each habitat are described.

Project:Balbnggan

Location: Co. Dublin u o
Date:3rd July 2023

Drawn By: Bryan Deegan

ALTEMAR

-:-:_::__MEtEFS
0 60 120 240 360 450

Figure 2.1 — Fossitt Habitats on site
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Arable crops BC1

Arabie crops dominate the habitats. In 2023 this was dominated by a monoculture of rape (Brassica napus).
Opportunistic flora species were present. Species noted included creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens),
cornflower (Centaurea cyanus), fat hen (Chenopodium album), corn marigold (Glebionis segetum), scarlet
pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis), dandelion {Taraxacum spp.), groundsel (Senecio vulgaris), docks (Rumex spp.),
plantains (Plantago spp.), nettle (Urtica dioica), prickly sowthistle (Sonchus asper), pineapple weed (Matricaria
discoidea), shepherd's purse (Capsefla bursa-pastoris) and. No species of conservation importance were noted.

Plate 1. Arable crops BC1

ED3 Recolonising Bare Ground

As can be seen from figure 5.10 in the south west portion of the site a residential development has recently been
developed. Site clearance works or ploughing have been carried out which has included part of the proposed
development site. in this area previously grown crops have not been replanted and therefore consists of an area
of Recolonising Bare Ground. Based upon an examination of historic satellite imagery (Google Historic Imagery)
works and site clearance and spoil storage commenced in the area until 2018 with the area being fully cleared in
2019 as part of the adjacent development. This site is being recolonised by opportunistic species such as rape
(Brassica napus), dandelion (Taraxacum spp.), bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), rosebay willowherb
(Chamaenerion angustifolium), clover (Trifolium spp.), docks (Rumex spp.), thistles {Cirsium arvense & C.
vulgare), willowherb (Epifobium parviflorum), pineappleweed (Matricaria discoidea), plantains (Plantago spp.),
hoary daisy {Bellis perennis), cat's-ear (Hypochaeris radicata), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens), hedge
bindweed (Calystegia sepium), common vetch (Vicia sativa ssp. Segetalis), corn marigold (Glebionis segetum).
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Plate 2. ED3 Recolonising Bare Grund
GS2-Dry meadows and grassy verges

In the northern portion of the site is an area of land that was previously Improved Agricultural Grassiand (GA!)
and in 2019 cattle were observed grazing in this area. Cattle appeared to not have grazed the habitat for several
years and the habitat had become a GS2-Dry meadows and grassy verges habitat.  Species clover (Trifolium
repens), bramble (Rubus fruticosus), creeping buttercup {Ranunculus repens), thistles (Cirsium arvense, C.
vulgare), common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), dandelion ( Taraxacum spp.), docks {Rumex spp.}, daisy (Bellis
perennis), plantains (Plantago spp.), nettle (Urtica divica), cat's-ear (Hypochaeris radicata), and hedge bindweed
(Calystegia sepiurm) proximate to the hedgerows. Bramble (Rubus fruticosus} had begun to encroach at the
edges of the habitat.

Plate 3. G52-Dry meadows and grassy verges

WL1- Hedgerows
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Hedgerows were noted within the site on the field boundaries (Plate 4 & 5). These varied significantly in their
condition and have been unmanaged for several years. Proximate to the building to the north of the site a cluster
of § i mature ash (Fraxinus excelsior) {with ash dieback noted) formed the field boundaries. The remainder of
the =..e had more traditional hedgerows. However, the condition varied considerably from linear mature traditional
hedgerow (Plate 4) to fractured hedgerow dominated by bramble (plate 5). Species including elder (Sambucus
nigra), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), holly (llex aquifolium), common fumitory
(Fumaria officinalis), dog-rose (Rosa canina), bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), hedge bindweed (Calystegia
sepium), cleavers (Galium aparine), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), ivy (Hedera
helix} and cleavers (Galium aparine) were noted.

Plate 4. Intact hedgerow (top). Plate 5. Relatively poor hedgerow with bramble.
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BL.3- buildings and artificial surfaces

Bu( .gs and artificial surfaces consist of roads including a newly constructed road which traverses the site
(Plate 6). A derelict house (Plate 7) and a metal barn (Plate 8) are located to the north of the site. Bat
assessments were carried out and no bats were noted roosting in the buildings on site. It is important to note
however that approximately 16 barn swallows (Hirundo rustica) (Amber listed) were nesting in the metal barn.

Plate 6. New rosd. Plate 7. Derelict house
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Plate 8. Metal barn with nesting barn swallows.

Bird Species noted in the vicinity of the proposed development durlng Altemar surveys:

Common Name

Starllng
 Great it
‘Woodpigeon
Goldfinch
* Herring Guill
" Hooded crow
Wren N
Blackblrd
Robin
‘Swallow
Chaffinch
Dunnock

Linnet

House Sparrow

“Skylark
Meadow Pipit

“Scientific Name

~ Sturnus vuigans

Parus major

" Columba palumbus
Carduelis carduelis
Larus argentarus (ﬂymg)

 Corvus cornix
" Troglodytes troglodytes
Turdus merula

" Erithacus rubecula

Hirundo rustica (breedmg)
Fmgfﬂa coelebs

Prunella modularis
"Carduelis cannabina
'Passer domesticus

Alauda arvensis
~ Anthus prarens:s
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