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Appendix 7-3 - Impact Assessment Criteria  

 

Impact 
Magnitude 

Internationall
y important 

(A sites) 

Nationally 
important 

(B sites) 

High value, 
locally 
important 

(C sites) 

Moderate 
value, locally 
important 

(D sites) 

Low value, 
locally 
important 

(E sites) 

Profound 
negative 

Any 
permanent 
impacts 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
large part of a 
site 

   

Significant 
negative 

Temporary 
impacts on a 
large part of a 
site 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
large part of a 
site 

  

Moderate 

Negative 

Temporary 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Temporary 
impacts on a 
large part of a 
site 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Permanent 
impact on a 
site if part of 
a designated 
site 

Slight 

Negative 

 Temporary 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Temporary 
impacts on a 
large part of a 
site 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
large part of a 
site  

Imperceptible 
Negative 

  Temporary 
impacts on a 
small part of 
the site 

Temporary 
impacts on a 
small part of 
the site 

Permanent 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Neutral 

 

No impacts No impacts No impacts No impacts No impacts 

Slight Positive    Permanent 
beneficial 
impacts on a 
small part of a 
site 

Permanent 
beneficial 
impacts on a 
large part of a 
site 

 

 


