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01  I N T R O D U C T I O N

McCullough Mulvin Architects, along with an Integrated Design Team were appointed by Clare 
County Council to undertake the design of the Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience tourist attraction to 
which this Part X application relates.

BACKGROUND & CLIENT OBJECTIVES

�,�Q�L�V�� �&�H�D�O�W�U�D�� �L�V�� �D�� �������K�H�F�W�D�U�H�� �L�V�O�D�Q�G�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �Q�H�D�U�� �0�R�X�Q�W�V�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �6�F�D�U�U�L�‡�� �%�D�\���� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�R�X�W�K��
west part of Lough Derg between County Clare and County Galway.  The Inis Cealtra Visitor 
Management & Sustainable Tourism Development Plan was published in July 2017 and sets the 
context for this project.

The proposed development is to take place on Inis Cealtra Island (Holy Island) (National Monument 
in State Care, RMP No. CL029-009, Nat_Mon No.5) in Lough Derg and within two principal 
locations in Mountshannon Village; the Old Rectory Site (a Protected Structure RPS No.464) and 
to the north of the village main street.

Client Long Term Objective
The long-term objective of the project is: 

�D�����7�R���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H���,�Q�L�V���&�H�D�O�W�U�D�����+�R�O�\���,�V�O�D�Q�G�����D�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�����H�F�F�O�H�V�L�D�V�W�L�F�D�O�����D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��
and cultural site and  

b) to expand its attractiveness as a sustainable tourism destination, and in so doing, address 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���U�X�U�D�O���G�H�S�U�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���E�\���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���V�R�F�L�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���G�H�U�L�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P��
tourism for East Clare and the wider Mid-West Region. 

�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���D���K�L�J�K���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���0�R�X�Q�W�V�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���U�D�L�V�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�¿�O�H���R�I��
�W�K�H���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���R�‡�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���&�O�D�U�H���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���E�U�D�Q�G�V���E�R�W�K���L�Q���&�O�D�U�H���D�Q�G��
�Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���*�D�O�Z�D�\���D�Q�G���7�L�S�S�H�U�D�U�\�������7�K�H���/�R�X�J�K���'�H�U�J���%�O�X�H�Z�D�\���L�V���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
brand that has been developed by Waterways Ireland and three neighbouring counties (Clare, 
Tipperary and Galway) through the Lough Derg Marketing Group.  In addition, this project will 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���W�R���)�i�L�O�W�H���,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���+�L�G�G�H�Q���+�H�D�U�W�O�D�Q�G�V���E�U�D�Q�G���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�L�Q�J��
from this branding.

The Vision
Inis Cealtra will be protected for future generations through exemplary conservation management 
and interventions and through a balanced and sustainable management approach to providing 
access for visitors and the local community using sustainable architectural and engineering design.  
�7�K�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�����H�Q�M�R�\�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�W���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���D�Q�G��
�W�K�D�W���R�I���W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���D�U�H�D���Z�L�O�O���E�H���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P�����V�R�F�L�R���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���W�R���E�R�W�K���W�K�H��
local community and the wider region will be developed.

Clare County Council, along with its partners, seeks to deliver a high-quality, motivating and 
�L�P�P�H�U�V�L�Y�H���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���¿�W���I�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���E�X�W���Q�R�W���H�[�F�O�X�V�L�Y�H���W�R���D���9�L�V�L�W�R�U���&�H�Q�W�U�H��
and support services in Mountshannon with appropriate infrastructure; facilities on Inis Cealtra; 
safeguard monuments on Inis Cealtra island and provide improved accessibility taking the 
sensitivities of the island into account, and provide an economic boost to the local community 
and its environs.
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These principle objectives were formulated through the development of the Visitor Management 
and Sustainable Tourism Development Plan (VMSTDP) in 2017, commissioned by Clare County 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���D�Q�G���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���E�\���D���W�H�D�P���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V���I�U�R�P���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���¿�H�O�G�V�����7�K�L�V���S�O�D�Q���Z�D�V���S�U�H�S�D�U�H�G���L�Q���O�L�Q�H��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���%�X�U�U�D���&�K�D�U�W�H�U���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���W�R���8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���6�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�R���'�H�Y�H�O�R�S��
�3�R�O�L�F�\�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �V�L�W�H�V�� �R�I�� �&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �6�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �R�Y�H�U�D�U�F�K�L�Q�J�� �L�P�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�V�� �R�I��
�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���V�K�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�H�G��

�,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �S�O�D�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O��
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �,�Q�L�V�� �&�H�D�O�W�U�D���� �/�R�X�J�K�� �'�H�U�J�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V�� �H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�V�� �L�V�� �D�O�V�R�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �D�� �6�S�H�F�L�D�O��
Protection Area (SPA) and a Special Area of Conservation (SAC).

Inis Cealtra aerial view
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RELATIVE STANDARDS & LEGISLATION

The proposed development pays regard to the relevant standards and legislation which apply to 
�W�K�H���V�L�W�H�V���D�Q�G���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�‡�H�F�W�H�G�����D�V���D���P�H�D�Q�V���R�I���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���E�H�O�R�Z���L�V���D���Q�R�Q����
exhaustive list of the relevant standards and legislation

International Conventions & Charters (ICOMOS Charters)
- The Athens Charter 1933
- The Venice Charter 1964
- The Granada Convention 1985
- The Burra Charter 1988
- The Charter for the Protection and Management of Archaeological Heritage 1990
- The Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Heritage Value).

Archaeology & Built Heritage
- The National Monuments Act 1930-2004
- Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended
- Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029
- Clare County Heritage Plan 2024-2030
- Mid-West Area Strategic Plan 2012-2030
- Architectural Heritage Protection: Guidelines for Planning Authorities

Natural Heritage
The natural heritage of Lough Derg is protected under a number of national and European  
designations. These include sites proposed to be designated, or designated as;
- Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive  92/43/
�(�(�&���R�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���K�D�E�L�W�D�W�V���D�Q�G���R�I���Z�L�O�G���I�D�X�Q�D���D�Q�G���À�R�U�D����
- Special Protection Areas (SPAs) under the Birds Directive (Council Directive 79/409/ EEC on the 
conservation of wild birds),
- Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs), Nature Reserves, and Refuges for Flora or Fauna under the 
Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000,
- Bern Convention 1982,
- Bonn Convention 1979, enacted 1983,
- European Landscape Convention 2000,
- European Communities Natural Habitats Directive 1992 (amended 1997).

NOTE ON THE REPORT

This Architectural Design Statement and Conservation Report has been prepared as part of 
a wide suite of reports, drawings, surveys and other documents that form this Part X planning 
application. Its aim is to give the broad context for the project, including key considerations such as 
architectural heritage, archaeology, ecology and the environment, and to describe how the design 
approach of McCullough Mulvin Architects, in conjunction with the full design team, responded to 
these parameters and to meet the client brief. It should be read in conjunction with all of the other 
supporting documentation which will give more detailed information on those key considerations 
which may only be touched on in this report

�$�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���E�D�F�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������D�Q�G���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������L�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���I�R�U��
Inis Cealtra and the Old Rectory in Mountshannon given their designation as a National Monument 
and Protected Structure respectively. This is given as context to the design approach which is 
described in Section 04, as the architectural heritage of both sites and conservation of same was 
a key consideration in all interventions. This should be read in conjunction with all other supporting 
documentation, but particularly Chapter 13 Cultural Heritage - Built Heritage and Chapter 14 - 
Cultural Heritage - Archaeology in the EIAR, prepared by Claire Walsh of Archaeological Projects.
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience is to be developed on Inis Cealtra (Holy Island) and the 
mainland, in two principal locations within Mountshannon Village. The project is comprised of 
�G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�V���V�H�W���R�X�W���E�H�O�R�Z��

Inis Cealtra Island
•	 �1�H�Z���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���M�H�W�W�\���D�Q�G���Z�D�O�N�Z�D�\���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W���Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G��
•	 New pedestrian paths on the island;
•	 ���Q�R�����1�H�Z���V�W�D�‡���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���Z�H�O�I�D�U�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���µ�S�R�G�V�¶���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G

Mainland – Mountshannon
•	 New visitor centre to the southern part of the Old Rectory site;
•	 �5�H�F�R�Q�¿�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���0�R�X�Q�W�V�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q���+�D�U�E�R�X�U���F�D�U���S�D�U�N��
•	 Construction of a new public car park in Mountshannon Village.

�I�N�I�S� �C�E�A�L�T�R�A� �(�H�O�L�Y� �I�S�L�A�N�D�)

�M�A�S�T�E�R�P�L�A�N� �L�E�G�E�N�D

�1�.� �N�e�w� �f�l�o�a�t�i�n�g� �j�e�t�t�y

�2�.� �N�e�w� �p�e�d�e�s�t�r�i�a�n� �p�a�t�h�s

�3�.� �N�e�w� �w�e�l�f�a�r�e� �f�a�c�i�l�i�t�y� �p�o�d�s

�4�.� �N�e�w� �v�i�s�i�t�o�r� �c�e�n�t�r�e

�5�.� �R�e�c�o�n�f�i�g�u�r�a�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �M�o�u�n�t�s�h�a�n�n�o�n� �H�a�r�b�o�u�r� �c�a�r� �p�a�r�k

�6�.� �N�e�w� �p�u�b�l�i�c� �c�a�r� �p�a�r�k� �i�n� �M�o�u�n�t�s�h�a�n�n�o�n� �v�i�l�l�a�g�e

�1

�2

�3

�6

�5

�4

�M�O�U�N�T�S�H�A�N�N�O�N� �H�A�R�B�O�U�R

�M�O�U�N�T�S�H�A�N�N�O�N� 
�M�A�I�N� �S�T�R�E�E�T

�O�L�D� �R�E�C�T�O�R�Y� �S�I�T�E



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience
McCullough Mulvin Architects

Architectural Design Statement & Conservation Report
Planning

5

INTRODUCTION TO THE PRACTICE

McCullough Mulvin Architects is a Dublin-based practice. We combine contemporary insight with 
highly developed conservation skills to create sustainable projects that fully integrate old buildings 
with new architecture. Our approach is thoughtful, our way of building applicable in any culture 
and society, with award-winning buildings both in Ireland and internationally.

Valerie Mulvin and Niall McCullough founded McCullough Mulvin Architects in 1986, joined by 
�I�H�O�O�R�Z���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�V���5�X�W�K���2�¶�+�H�U�O�L�K�\���L�Q���������������D�Q�G���&�R�U�i�Q���2�¶�&�R�Q�Q�R�U���L�Q���������������7�U�D�J�L�F�D�O�O�\�����1�L�D�O�O���0�F�&�X�O�O�R�X�J�K��
died in August 2021 after a short illness. We are now working to honour all of the core principles 
founded early in the practice, continuing the established ethos in work across many sectors, with 
a particular focus on place-making, context and innovative conservation.

Together with other long-term collaborators, we work at a range of scales, including cultural 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V�����K�R�W�H�O�V�����R�ˆ�F�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����O�L�E�U�D�U�L�H�V�����K�H�D�O�W�K�F�D�U�H�����V�F�K�R�R�O�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\��
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V�����:�H���H�[�W�H�Q�G���R�X�U���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�����Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����¿�O�P�V�����D�Q�G���H�[�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����H�[�S�O�R�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
themes that inform our work.

The practice has been acclaimed internationally with awards including RIBA International Award 
�I�R�U�� �(�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�F�H�� ������������ �2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�� �:�L�Q�Q�H�U�� �R�I�� �7�K�H�� �3�O�D�Q�� �$�Z�D�U�G�V�� �,�W�D�O�\�� ������������ �'�(�7�$�,�/�� �5�H�D�G�H�U�V�¶�� �3�U�L�]�H��
�����������D�Q�G���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���0�D�V�W�H�U�3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���������������7�K�D�S�D�U���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J��
�/�D�E�R�U�D�W�R�U�\������ �Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �I�R�U�� �0�L�H�V�� �Y�D�Q�� �G�H�U�� �5�R�K�H�� �(�8�� �3�U�L�]�H�� �I�R�U�� �&�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\�� �$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H�� ������������
RIAI Learning Environment Award 2023 and World Architecture Festival Finalist 2023 (Printing 
�+�R�X�V�H���6�T�X�D�U�H�������1�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���0�L�H�V���Y�D�Q���G�H�U���5�R�K�H���(�8���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���&�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H������������
�D�Q�G���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���0�D�V�W�H�U�3�U�L�]�H���5�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���	���5�H�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���:�L�Q�Q�H�U���������������%�X�W�O�H�U���*�D�O�O�H�U�\�������0�L�H�V���Y�D�Q��
�G�H�U���5�R�K�H���(�8���3�U�L�]�H���I�R�U���&�R�Q�W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�\���$�U�F�K�L�W�H�F�W�X�U�H���6�K�R�U�W�O�L�V�W���������������0�H�G�L�H�Y�D�O���0�L�O�H���0�X�V�H�X�P�������D�Q�G��
World Architecture Festival Finalist 2018 (Thapar University Student Residence One). 

�6�W�����0�D�U�\�¶�V���0�H�G�L�H�Y�D�O���0�L�O�H���0�X�V�H�X�P�����.�L�O�N�H�Q�Q�\�%�X�W�O�H�U���*�D�O�O�H�U�\�����.�L�O�N�H�Q�Q�\

Printing House Square, Trinity College Dublin Trinity Long Room Hub, Trinity College Dublin
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The proposed development is to take place in three distinct locations, Inis Cealtra Island, in the 
curtilage of the Old Rectory in Mountashannon and the public realm in front of this, and to the 
north of Mountshannon main street. Given that Inis Cealtra Island is a National Monument in 
state care (RMP No. CL029-009, Nat_Mon No.5) and the Old Rectory at Mountshannon on the 
Record of Protected Structures (RPS No.464), the historical background to both is provided along 
�Z�L�W�K���D�Q���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�����6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�������������E�X�W���S�O�H�D�V�H���U�H�I�H�U���W�R��Chapter 13 Cultural Heritage 
- Built Heritage and Chapter 14 - Cultural Heritage - Archaeology in the EIAR, prepared by Claire 
Walsh of Archaeological Projects for details of impact assessment. Though these two locations 
are geographically separate, they are intrinsically linked through their social, religious, cultural 
and economic connections. 

INIS CEALTRA (HOLY ISLAND)

Brief archaeological and historical account of Iniscealtra, Co. Clare (prepared by Claire Walsh of 
Archaeological Projects, Project Archaeologist)

�7�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���R�I���,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D�����R�U���+�R�O�\���,�V�O�D�Q�G�����O�L�H�V���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�K�R�U�H���D�W���.�Q�R�F�N�D�S�K�R�U�W���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W���V�L�G�H��
of Lough Derg. The island has an important group of ecclesiastic monuments located on the 
�H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���V�K�R�U�H�����7�K�L�V���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�V���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�����6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V�����6�W���0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶�V�����N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�O�V�R���D�V��
�W�K�H���%�D�S�W�L�V�P���&�K�X�U�F�K�����D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�H�G�����6�W���%�U�L�J�L�G�¶�V���E�\���0�D�F�D�O�L�V�W�H�U���������6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V�����D�Q�G�����V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�D�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���R�I��
a round tower, a shrine, and a holy well. There are numerous bullaun stones, mounds of stones 
�D�Q�G�� �H�D�U�W�K�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �S�L�O�J�U�L�P�� �S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���� �H�D�U�W�K�Z�R�U�N�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V�� �E�X�U�L�D�O�� �J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �R�U�� �µ�F�L�O�O�L�Q�¶����
�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D�O�P�R�V�W���������� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���V�L�W�H�V���R�U���V�W�R�Q�H���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���H�Q�W�H�U�H�G���R�Q��
�W�K�H���5�H�F�R�U�G���R�I���0�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���3�O�D�F�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���S�U�H�¿�[���&�/���������������������������������7�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V�����U�R�X�Q�G��
tower, shrine and other principle monuments are National Monuments in the care of the state, on 
sections of land on the island owned by the state. The remainder of the island was acquired by 
Clare County Council in recent years.

Iniscealtra is recorded in hagiographical myth and legend from the 6th century. The foundation 
�R�I���W�K�H���K�R�O�\���S�O�D�F�H���L�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���P�\�W�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���¿�J�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���K�H�U�P�L�W�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���&�R�O�X�P����
who died ca549AD. A separate foundation on Iniscealtra is attributed towards the mid 7th century 
to St Caimin, whose death is recorded in 654AD. Caimin too wished to withdraw from the world, 
but numerous followers and admirers came to join him on Iniscealtra. According to de Paor the 
�W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�À�L�F�W�L�Q�J���G�D�W�H�V���D�U�H���S�H�U�K�D�S�V���P�\�W�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����E�X�W���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���P�R�Q�D�V�W�L�F�L�V�P��
are rooted in the legends of these holy men.

According to Liam de Paor, who underook extensive archaeological investigations in the 1970s, 
�,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D���H�‡�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���O�D�\�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���0�X�Q�V�W�H�U���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�Q�D�F�K�W�����D���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\�� �K�D�Y�H��
�L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �S�D�W�U�R�Q�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �8�L�� �%�U�L�D�L�Q�� �F�O�D�Q���� �,�W�� �L�V�� �S�R�V�V�L�E�O�\�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�X�O�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�D�O��
dispute that the monastery was refounded in the 7th century. 

Little is known of the monastery for some centuries. There is a potential link with the cult of St 
�&�U�R�Q�D�Q�¶�V�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�� �R�I�� �7�R�P�J�U�D�Q�H�\�� ���6�W�� �&�R�R�Q�O�D�Q�� �R�I�� �� �,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D�� �G���� �F�D�������$�'������ �7�K�H�� �R�E�L�W�X�D�U�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�Z�R��
abbots of Iniscealtra are recorded , Diarmait in 762, and Muchtighern in 785, suggesting that the 
island had an independent or autonomous monastic existence in the 8th century. 

�)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �$�'���������� �9�L�N�L�Q�J�� �V�K�L�S�V�� �D�Q�G�� �À�H�H�W�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D�� �Z�D�V��
�S�O�X�Q�G�H�U�H�G���D�Q�G���L�W�V���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���G�L�V�S�H�U�V�H�G�����X�Q�G�H�U���7�X�U�J�H�L�V�¶�V���G�H�S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V�������7�K�H���G�H�D�W�K���R�I���&�R�V�F�U�D�F�K�����W�K�H��
�P�L�V�H�U�D�E�O�H�����D�Q���D�Q�F�K�R�U�L�W�H���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����L�V���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���L�Q���������$�'�����,�Q�������������7�R�P�U�D�U���µ�-�D�U�O���R�I���W�K�H���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q�H�U�V�¶��
sailed upriver from Limerick and plundered Iniscealtra and threw its books and reliquaries into 
the water. 
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�7�K�H���U�L�V�H���R�I���0�D�W�K�J�D�P�D�L�Q���D�Q�G���%�U�L�D�Q���%�R�U�X�P�D���W�R���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�V�K�L�S���R�I���0�X�Q�V�W�H�U�����D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���¿�U�P���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���R�I��
Thomond brought patronage to Iniscealtra. Further obituaries of abbots of Iniscealtra are recorded 
�I�R�U�����������D�Q�G�����������$�'�����,�W���L�V���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���W�K�D�W���%�U�L�D�Q���%�R�U�X�P�D���E�X�L�O�W���W�K�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���R�I���.�L�O�O�D�O�R�H���D�Q�G���,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D����
�%�U�L�D�Q�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���0�D�U�F�D�Q�������F�R�D�U�E���R�I���,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D�����G�L�H�G���L�Q�����������$�'��

In 1033AD, Conn Ua Sinnaig, anchorite of Ireland, died on Iniscealtra. Gormlaith , wife of 
�7�R�L�U�G�H�O�E�D�F�K���8�D���%�U�L�D�L�Q�������G�L�H�G���D�W���.�L�O�O�D�O�R�H���D�Q�G���Z�D�V���E�X�U�L�H�G���R�Q���,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D���L�Q�����������$�'����

An 11th-12th century psalter fragment is attributed to St Caimin (replacing Colum in the local 
�W�U�D�G�L�W�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �W�L�P�H�V������ �,�Q�� ���������$�'�� �&�D�W�K�D�V�D�F�K�� �µ�K�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �S�L�H�W�\�� �R�I�� �,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�¶���� �G�L�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�L�V�O�D�Q�G���� �+�L�V�� �F�U�R�V�V�� �L�V�� �Q�R�Z�� �¿�[�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�Q�H�U���I�D�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K���Z�D�O�O���R�I�� �6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V�� �&�K�X�U�F�K���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�V��
the earliest inscription bearing cross of the Romanesque period. Cathasach was an ecclesiastic 
�I�U�R�P���$�U�P�D�J�K���V�R���K�H���Z�D�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���D�W���,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D���µ�L�Q���K�L�V���S�L�O�J�U�L�P�D�J�H�¶�����W�K�D�W���L�V���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���K�L�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O��
monastery which seems to have been the rule in Ireland for elderly monks who had been invested 
with important charges. 

The monastic history of the island suggests that it continued to be regarded in particular as a 
place of retreat, penance and burial, becoming known in later centuries as Insula Sanctorum, 
�µ�+�R�O�\���,�V�O�D�Q�G�¶����

Structural changes to the church in the 12th century meant that the old monasteries, absorbed by 
territorial dioceses, became diocesan parishes. This appears to have happened to Iniscealtra at 
the beginning of the 13th century, having retained its monastic elements through the 12th century. 
�7�K�L�V���L�V���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���V�F�D�W�W�H�U���R�I���5�R�P�D�Q�H�V�T�X�H���F�K�X�U�F�K�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�Q�V�F�U�L�E�H�G���V�O�D�E�V���L�Q���W�K�H���6�D�L�Q�W�¶�V��
�*�U�D�Y�H�\�D�U�G�����6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K�����D�O�P�R�V�W���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�O�\���E�X�L�O�W���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���S�D�W�U�R�Q�D�J�H���R�I���%�U�L�D�Q���%�R�U�X�P�D�����Z�D�V��
enlarged around 1150 AD,  and the small church of St Brigid, dates from the second half of the 
12th century. 

In the 13th century, the church at Holy Island became a parish church. The coarbs were drawn 
from the local family of Daly. The church appears to have continued to be a parish church until the 
Reformation, and possibly even as long as the 16th 
century. Then however it appears that the church roofs 
were stripped along with other destruction. Bishop 
�5�L�G�H�U���L�Q���K�L�V���Y�L�V�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�������������V�D�\�V���R�I���,�Q�L�V�F�H�D�O�W�U�D���µ�&�X�U�H��
�Q�R�W���V�H�U�Y�H�G�����E�H�L�Q�J���D�Q���L�V�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���E�X�W���R�Q�H���K�R�X�V�H�¶�����7�K�H��
�O�R�F�D�O�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �'�D�O�\�� �D�Q�G�� �2�¶�*�U�D�G�\�� �Z�H�U�H�� �J�U�D�G�X�D�O�O�\��
displaced in the locality and the parish lands came 
into the possession of Richard Boyle, Earl of Cork.

By this time the island had become the scene of a great 
annual pilgrimage or pattern which continued until the 
19th century when it was suppressed by the Roman 
Catholic clergy. Assemblies of 15,000 people are 
reported in the 17th century. In 1837 Lewis reported 
that the island is still a favorite burial place and is much 
visited by pilgrims. Even after the suppression of the 
�S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�����W�Z�R���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���J�U�D�Y�H�\�D�U�G�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���E�H��
used for burial as they still are to this day. 
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�:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���L�V���Q�R�Z���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q���� �W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H�O���R�I�� �6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K��
�Z�D�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���O�R�F�D�O�O�\���D�V���6�W���&�R�O�X�P�¶�V���&�K�D�S�H�O�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���I�H�Z���R�W�K�H�U���W�U�D�F�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���V�D�L�Q�W�V��
of Holy Island.

�7�K�H���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���µ�S�D�W�U�R�Q�¶���L�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���2�U�G�Q�D�Q�F�H���6�X�U�Y�H�\���O�H�W�W�H�U���G�D�W�H�G���0�R�X�Q�W�U�D�W�K�����1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U����������
�����������E�\���7�����2�¶���&�R�Q�R�U�����L�Q���W�K�H���*�D�O�Z�D�\���Y�R�O�X�P�H�����Z�L�W�K���D�Q�Q�R�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\���-�R�K�Q���2�¶���'�R�Q�R�Y�D�Q�����L�Q���W�K�H���&�O�D�U�H��
�Y�R�O�X�P�H�������2�¶���&�R�Q�R�U���J�L�Y�H�V���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���D�F�F�R�X�Q�W��

A patron used to be held here annually four days, Friday and Saturday before Whit Sunday, on 
which day and the following Monday it was continued. No assemblage of persons was allowed 
here those years past on this occasion in consequence of the outrageous conduct of some ill-
�E�H�K�D�Y�H�G���\�R�X�Q�J���U�D�V�F�D�O�V���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���Z�R�Q�W���W�R���V�H�L�]�H���W�K�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���R�I���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���I�U�H�V�K��
�F�R�Q�V�R�U�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���H�Q�V�X�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U���E�\���F�D�U�U�\�L�Q�J���R�‡���E�\���R�S�H�Q���I�R�U�F�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���\�R�X�Q�J���J�L�U�O�V�����L�Q���V�S�L�W�H���R�I��
�D�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�U�H�H���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V���R�I���D���I�D�P�L�O�\���R�I���W�K�H���2�¶�%�U�L�H�Q�¶�V���Z�K�R���U�H�V�L�G�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\��
of Clare within view of the island used to frequent the patron at which they conducted themselves, 
�L�W�� �L�V�� �V�D�L�G���� �L�Q�� �D�� �P�R�V�W�� �G�L�V�J�U�D�F�H�I�X�O�� �P�D�Q�Q�H�U���� �2�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�P�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�G�� �R�‡�� �D�� �\�R�X�Q�J�� �J�L�U�O��
by force from it, whom he afterwards detained till he had three children by her. The neighbours 
state that no law corrected such detestable behaviour at the time. The station was commenced 
at Lady Well and the performers went round the extremity of the island, one mile in the circuit, 
seven times, equal 7 miles. The short rounds were commenced at a station monument (a little 
mound of earth and stones) lying 35 yards to the west of the round tower. They went round this 
�P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W���V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���G�R�R�U���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W���J�D�E�O�H���R�I���6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K��
�D�Q�G���D�V���I�D�U���D�V���W�K�H���D�O�W�D�U���L�Q���6�W���&�R�O�X�P�¶�V���F�K�D�S�H�O�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�Q�W���W�K�L�V���O�H�Q�J�W�K���V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W��
just mentioned, and at the commencement of every seven times of these they went round the 
�P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W���L�W�V�H�O�I���V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�Q�W���U�R�X�Q�G���6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���������W�L�P�H�V�����W�K�H���W�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H��
churches around it being included on the rounds. They went round a station monument at the 
�H�Q�G���R�I���6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K�����H�L�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���R�Q�H�������D���O�L�W�W�O�H���P�R�X�Q�G���R�I���H�D�U�W�K�����L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���D�W���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W��
corner or the one (also a little mound of earth)  within a few yards of the northwest corner of it. 
�7�K�H�\���D�O�V�R���Z�H�Q�W���V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���U�R�X�Q�G���6�W���0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶�V���J�D�U�G�H�Q���D�Q�G���V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V���U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N���R�I���H�D�U�W�K��
�D�E�R�X�W�� �6�W�� �0�L�F�K�D�H�O�¶�V�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�Y�H�Q�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�Y�H�Q�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �U�R�X�Q�G�� �D��
�O�D�U�J�H���À�D�J�V�W�R�Q�H���O�\�L�Q�J���D�W���L�W�����R�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���V�W�R�Q�H���W�K�H�\���¿�Q�D�O�O�\�����L���H���D�I�W�H�U���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���J�R�Q�H���U�R�X�Q�G���L�W���V�H�Y�H�Q���W�L�P�H�V����
�L�P�S�U�H�V�V�H�G�� �N�L�V�V�H�V���� �7�K�H�\�� �Z�H�Q�W�� �V�H�Y�H�Q�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �U�R�X�Q�G�� �6�W�� �0�D�U�\�¶�V�� �F�K�X�U�F�K�� �D�Q�G�� �V�H�Y�H�Q�� �W�L�P�H�V�� �U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�%�D�S�W�L�V�P���F�K�X�U�F�K�����7�K�H�\���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���Z�H�O�O���D�Q�G���G�U�D�Q�N���R�I���L�W�V���Z�D�W�H�U����

This is the most accurate description I could get of the mode in which the station on the island 
was performed. I could not get a minute description which would detail the number of prayers 
repeated during the process of the rounds. Nor am I certain that the description I have given here 
�D�‡�R�U�G�V���D���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����,���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�W���K�H�U�H���P�H�U�H�O�\���W�R���V�K�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
monuments were made use of. 

The old walks which were formerly gravelled over on this island are now covered with grass and 
still traceable. Henry Boucher the grandfather of Herny Allen, both of whom are mentioned above 
saw rows of trees planted along the sides of them. The principal road is still observable leading 
from the lake to the churches in a southern direction. It is said that there is a road  (or causeway) 
extending opposite or near the western extremity of this road a distance of from perches from the 
island into the lake. A person could safely walk on it in summer time when the weather is dry.  it is 
�V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���U�R�D�G���I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���P�D�L�Q���U�R�D�G�����µ

In 1863 a group of British tourists visit Iniscealtra and they were shocked at the state of the island. 
In one of the churches there were a pig- sty while cattle roamed over the unprotected burial 
�J�U�R�X�Q�G�����6�X�E�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���W�K�H���S�D�U�L�V�K���S�U�L�H�V�W���R�I���6�F�D�U�L�‡���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�O�R�U�G���3�K�L�O�L�S��



Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience
McCullough Mulvin Architects

Architectural Design Statement & Conservation Report
Planning

9

Reade to have something done about this. The remains and monuments came into the care of 
the state as a result of the Church Disestablishment act of 1869 and in August 1878 Sir Thomas 
Deane,  Superintendent of Irish National Monuments. came to the area. The pig-sty seems had 
gone by then but the graveyards were still unfenced. Two years later it was reported that the 
�%�R�D�U�G���R�I���:�R�U�N�V���K�D�G���U�H�S�D�L�U�H�G���W�K�H���F�H�P�H�W�H�U�\���D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V���&�K�X�U�F�K���Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���6�F�D�U�L�‡���%�R�D�U�G��
�R�I�� �*�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q�V���Z�D�V���E�R�X�Q�G���W�R���G�R���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�H�P�H�W�H�U�\�� �D�W�W�D�F�K�H�G���W�R���6�W���0�D�U�\�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���� �0�X�F�K��
more work was also done at this time.

Archaeological excavation 1970-1980
�$�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���R�ˆ�F�H�V���R�I���)�D�L�O�W�H���,�U�H�O�D�Q�G�����2�ˆ�F�H���R�I���3�X�E�O�L�F��
Works and UCD from  1970 to 1980, excluding 1978,  under the direction of Dr Liam de Paor of 
University College Dublin. The excavations were envisaged as a long-term programme of research 
and conservation. Five main areas were excavated, uncovering  a range of archaeological features 
associated with an ecclesiastic site. These include habitation features, mainly a substantial round 
house, burials, ditches and gullies, pits and other. Samples of suitable material has been  dated  by 
�U�D�G�L�R�F�D�U�E�R�Q�����J�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���V�S�D�Q���R�I���������$�'���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���I�R�U���G�L�‡�H�U�L�Q�J���V�D�P�S�O�H�V�����L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��
from M. Seaver, NMI).

�0�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �¿�Q�G�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �G�D�W�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� ���W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�W�H�U�� �����W�K�� �F�H�Q�W�X�U�\����
�Z�L�W�K�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�� �F�D�W�D�O�R�J�X�H�V�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �L�Q�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �V�W�U�X�F�N�� �À�L�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �P�L�V�F�H�O�O�D�Q�H�R�X�V�� �¿�Q�G�V��
�R�I�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�H�� �S�U�H�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�� �G�D�W�H�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �X�Q�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �Q�R�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�� �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V�� �R�I��
�S�U�H�K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���G�D�W�H���Z�H�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G����

The church architecture and cross-slabs on the island have been studied by several individuals.

Other surveys
Clare County Council commissioned the following surveys which have contributed considerably 
�W�R�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �L�V�O�D�Q�G���� �7�K�L�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V�� �G�L�Y�H�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\�V���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G��
�V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���O�R�J���E�R�D�W�V�����V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\���R�‡���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�����H�D�V�W���F�R�U�Q�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���G�L�Y�H�U�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G��
a probable landing stage of the monastic period. Following a large scale underwater geophysics 
�V�X�U�Y�H�\�����D���O�D�U�J�H�U���V�F�D�O�H���G�L�Y�H���V�X�U�Y�H�\���R�‡���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W���V�K�R�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���K�D�V���Q�R�W���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���P�X�F�K���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O��
�R�I���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H��

�$�� �/�,�'�$�5�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �L�V�O�D�Q�G�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G�� �O�D�U�J�H�� �S�O�R�X�J�K�� �I�X�U�U�R�Z�V�� �R�Y�H�U�� �P�X�F�K�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q�� �S�D�U�W����
�S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �K�D�E�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �E�\�� �G�H�� �3�D�R�U�� �D�V�� �µ�W�K�H�� �F�R�W�W�D�J�H�¶���� �D�� �W�Z�R�� �U�R�R�P�H�G��
dwelling of post-medieval date on the northeast side of the monastery. Some potential post-
medieval small enclosures towards the south- eastern shore, south of the monastic complex, may 
be remains of habitation.

�$�� �J�H�R�S�K�\�V�L�F�V�� �V�X�U�Y�H�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �L�V�O�D�Q�G�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���� �$�� �G�R�X�E�O�H���� �G�L�W�F�K�H�G��
�'�����V�K�D�S�H�G���H�Q�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�����S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�V�W���P�D�Q�L�I�H�V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�Q�D�V�W�L�F���µ�Y�D�O�O�X�P�¶���Z�D�V���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G��
�D�W���W�K�H���H�D�V�W�H�U�Q���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����7�K�L�V���H�Q�F�O�R�V�H�V���6�W���&�D�L�P�L�Q�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���D�Q�G�����W�K�H���V�K�U�L�Q�H�����D�Q�G���D�S�S�H�D�U�V��
to extend to the lake shore. The northern section of the enclosure is covered by scrub, meaning 
that no survey could be undertaken in that area. 

�7�Z�R���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���F�L�U�F�X�O�D�U���H�Q�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�V�����Z�L�W�K���Q�R���V�X�U�I�D�F�H���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����Z�H�U�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�¿�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���V�L�G�H��
of the island. The date of these enclosures is unknown. 

Archaeological test excavations were also undertaken in 3no. locations at the northwest of the 
island (close to the new jetty and welfare pods) in 2024, which turned up no items of archaeological 
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H��
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Figure from geophysical land survey undertaken by J.M. Leigh Surveys Ltd.
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OLD RECTORY MOUNTSHANNON & SITE

Historical Background & Description of the Rectory & Site
The Rectory consists of a one- and two- storey brick house standing in its own grounds to the 
south of Mountshannon Village, overlooking Mountshannon Bay and Lough Derg (RPS No.464, 
NIAH Reg No. 20300502). The open, sloping site is bounded to the southwest by hedging and 
mature trees, to the southeast by a boundary wall and gate, and on the other two sides by the 
�E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���J�D�U�G�H�Q���Z�D�O�O�V���R�I���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�G�M�D�F�H�Q�W���V�L�W�H�V�����7�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���K�R�X�V�H���L�V���¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���E�U�L�F�N�Z�R�U�N����
it is L-shaped on plan. There is a step in the front façade with one gabled section standing forward; 
this projecting element extends to form a brick surround to the doorcase. There is a single-storey 
bow window to the side elevation; there is a lower one- and two- storey rear section with a lean-
�W�R���V�O�D�W�H���U�R�R�I�����:�L�Q�G�R�Z���R�S�H�V���D�U�H���V�L�Q�J�O�H���D�Q�G���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���G�R�X�E�O�H���O�L�J�K�W�V���R�I���Y�D�U�L�H�G���V�L�]�H�V�����7�K�H���U�R�R�I���R�I���W�K�H��
house is a high hipped slate gable with gabled chimneys.

�7�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���D�W���V�R�P�H���S�R�L�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���G�H�F�D�G�H���R�I���W�K�H���W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���D�Q�G���L�V���D��
�V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���D�Q�G���Y�L�V�L�E�O�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���0�R�X�Q�W�V�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q�����E�H�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H���R�I���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���Z�K�H�Q��
�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���O�D�N�H�����7�K�H���5�H�F�W�R�U�\���L�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q���D���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�F�K���D�G�G�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
�W�R���W�K�H���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�D�N�H�����7�K�H���E�U�L�F�N���¿�Q�L�V�K���R�Q���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��
is unusual in the East Clare context and adds to the density of the material assets of the village. 
The history of the Rectory is closely tied to the church, and, through it, to the foundation of the 
town as a weaving enterprise in the 18th century.

Please refer to the Appendix 1 Architectural History of Mountshannon Rectory, Inish Cealtra, Co. 
Clare by Professor Lynda Mulvin for further details.

Photos of existing Rectory and Site (prior to  current development works)
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�T�h�e� �R�e�c�t�o�r�y�:� �S�i�t�e� �L�a�y�o�u�t� �P�l�a�n
�1�:�5�0�0� �@� �A�3

�1
�0�0�1

�"�C�O�P�Y�R�I�G�H�T� �A�N�D� �O�W�N�E�R�S�H�I�P� �O�F� �T�H�I�S� �D�R�A�W�I�N�G� �I�S� �V�E�S�T�E�D� �I�N� �M�C�C�U�L�L�O�U�G�H� 
�M�U�L�V�I�N� �W�H�O�S�E� �P�R�I�O�R� �W�R�I�T�T�E�N� �C�O�N�S�E�N�T� �I�S� �R�E�Q�U�I�R�E�D� �F�O�R� �I�T�S� �U�S�E�,� 
�R�E�P�R�O�D�U�C�T�I�O�N� �O�R� �F�O�R� �P�U�B�L�I�C�A�T�I�O�N� �T�O� �A�N�Y� �T�H�I�R�D� �P�A�R�T�Y�.� 
�A�L�L� �R�I�G�H�T�S� �R�E�S�E�R�V�E�D� �B�Y� �T�H�E� �L�A�W� �O�F� �C�O�P�Y�R�I�G�H�T� �A�N�D� �B�Y� �I�N�T�E�R�N�A�T�I�O�N�A�L� 
�C�O�P�Y�R�I�G�H�T� �C�O�N�V�E�N�T�I�O�N�S� �A�R�E� �R�E�S�E�R�V�E�D� �T�O� �M�C�C�U�L�L�O�U�G�H� �M�U�L�V�I�N� �A�N�D� �M�A�Y� 
�B�E� �P�R�O�T�E�C�T�E�D� �B�Y� �C�O�U�R�T� �P�R�O�C�E�E�D�I�N�G�S� �F�O�R� �D�A�M�A�G�E�S� �A�N�D�/�O�R� �I�N�J�U�N�C�T�I�O�N�S� 
�A�N�D� �C�O�S�T�S�.�"

�D�O� �N�O�T� �S�C�A�L�E� �T�H�I�S� �D�R�A�W�I�N�G
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Current Development Works

Development works are currently being undertaken on the Rectory Building and site, on behalf of 
Clare County Council, in line with the approved Part VIII Planning Permission (Reg. Ref. 238001). 
The works are being undertaken to provide a new, small- scale visitor and interpretation centre, 
café and associated ancillary spaces, along with site landscaping, drainage, and external works. 
The Design Team responsible for delivering these works is the same as that for the preparation 
of this Part X application.

Previous Rectory Building & Site Condition
Prior to the works being undertaken, the Rectory had been the subject of a number of recent 
unfortunate alterations which had diminished both its context and integrity. These included the 
construction of outbuildings to the rear which were out of scale and architecturally unsympathetic, 
very little of the original garden setting remained, pvc windows had been added and the vast 
majority of original architectural fabric had been removed internally.

Scope and Purpose of Current Development Works
The proposed development seeks to ameliorate many of these issues by undertaking conservation 
works to the building, such as cleaning and repair of brickwork pointing, application of lime plaster 
�L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�O�\�����U�H�����U�R�R�¿�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���V�O�D�W�H���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���Q�H�Z�����K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\���V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���W�L�P�E�H�U���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V����
along with landscaping works to provide a suitable garden context for the Protected Structure. 
These external and landscaping works include the removal of the inappropriate outbuilding, 
provision of new formal and informal gardens, new pedestrian paths and new pedestrian access 
points onto the site to improve access and permeability. In addition, a small extension is being 
built to the rear of the house, contemporary in its articulation but historically sensitive to the rectory 
building, to provide additional exhibition space, a new lift and stairs to improve accessibility, and 
to house new services to bring the building up to modern levels of comfort and environmental 
performance.

Completion Date for Current Development Works
The works are currently underway with a projected completion date in Q2 2025

Photos of existing Rectory building (during current development works
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Proposed site plan of current development works
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�3�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���J�U�R�X�Q�G���À�R�R�U���S�O�D�Q���R�I���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�N�V

�3�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���¿�U�V�W���À�R�R�U���S�O�D�Q���R�I���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���Z�R�U�N�V
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�$�V���R�X�W�O�L�Q�H�G���L�Q���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q���������D�E�R�Y�H�����E�R�W�K���W�K�H���,�Q�L�V���&�H�D�O�W�U�D���D�Q�G���W�K�H���5�H�F�W�R�U�\���V�L�W�H���D�U�H���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H��
current and historic lives of their immediate region around Lough Derg and Mountshannon, and in 
�W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I���,�Q�L�V���&�H�D�O�W�U�D�����I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�¿�H�O�G���D�W���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���O�H�Y�H�O�����7�K�L�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���L�V���E�R�U�Q��
out of the various special interests associated with them. 

INIS CEALTRA (HOLY ISLAND)

Inis Cealtra Island, as noted previously, has a long and storied history born out of it being a 
medieval monastery, the site of Viking attacks and its use as a pilgrimage site, among other 
religious and cultural associations. This history confers upon it special interest under a number 
of headings.

Historical Special Interest
�7�K�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G���G�D�W�H�V���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���V�L�[�W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�¶�V��
association with St. Colum and later by the founding of a monastery there by St. Caimin in the 
seventh century. Although it was attacked by the Vikings in the ninth and tenth centuries, it 
remained in active occupation until the thirteenth century and there is evidence that it was farmed. 
The site remained an important pilgrimage site until the 19th century and remains an active burial 
site, though the number of new burials is limited. Given these associations with notable historic 
�D�Q�G�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�� �¿�J�X�U�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�Q�� �L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�� �L�Q�W�R�� �D�� �S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V�� �Z�D�\�� �R�I�� �O�L�I�H���� �W�K�H�� �L�V�O�D�Q�G�� �F�D�U�U�L�H�V�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
historical special interest (refer to Historical Background above and EIAR Chapter 13 Cultural 
Heritage - Built Heritage and Chapter 14 Cultural Heritage - Archaeological Heritage by Claire 
Walsh of Archaeological Projects for details).

03  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I CA N C E

Archaeological Special Interest
Much of the special interest relating to the island is associated with its pre- 1700 history. The 
presence of above- ground medieval archaeological remains such as the churches, graveyards 
and round tower make this importance explicit. There is however also the less- legible reading of 
the island which comes from its buried archaeological remains, that tell the story of its occupation, 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���L�W�V���P�R�Q�D�V�W�L�F���H�Q�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�V�����¿�H�O�G���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�D�U�W�K�Z�R�U�N�V��(refer to Historical Background 
above and EIAR Chapter 14 Cultural Heritage: Archaeological Heritage by Claire Walsh of 
Archaeological Projects for details).

Cultural Special Interest
The cultural special interest of the island is attributed through its association with religious writings 
that are attributed to inhabitants of the island. St. Caimin is said to have written a commentary on 
the Psalms, which he collated from the Hebrew text, St Coelan wrote a life of St. Brigid in Latin 
Verse while Corcran, one of the most celebrated ecclesiasts of the eleventh century, was Abbot 
there.

Social Special Interest
�7�K�H�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �V�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �R�I�� �,�Q�L�V�� �&�H�D�O�W�U�D�� �D�U�L�V�H�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �L�W�V�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �D�V�� �D�� �F�H�Q�W�U�H�� �R�I�� �U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V��
�O�L�I�H���E�R�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���O�L�Y�H�G���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���I�U�R�P���P�X�F�K���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���D�¿�H�O�G���Z�K�R��
travelled there on pilgrimage.

Photos of Inis Cealtra
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OLD RECTORY MOUNTSHANNON & SITE

Architectural Special Interest
�7�K�H���U�H�F�W�R�U�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q���0�R�X�Q�W�V�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q���L�V���X�Q�X�V�X�D�O���L�Q���&�O�D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H���R�I���D���¿�Q�H���E�U�L�F�N���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��
in a region where most administrative and ecclesiastical buildings would have been of rubble 
�V�W�R�Q�H�����,�W�¶�V���V�W�U�L�S�S�H�G���E�D�F�N���G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�X�F�K���D�V���L�W�V���G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H���W�L�P�E�H�U���E�D�U�J�H�E�R�D�U�G�V�����F�O�D�\���U�L�G�J�H���F�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�V��
�D�Q�G���F�O�D�\���¿�Q�L�D�O�V���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���W�K�H���L�Q�À�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���$�U�W�V���D�Q�G���&�U�D�I�W�V���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q���R�I���W�K�H��
building and its connection to the broader architectural culture coming from Britain, rendering it 
�V�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���X�V�H���R�Q���D���&�K�X�U�F�K���R�I���,�U�H�O�D�Q�G���5�H�F�W�R�U�\�����7�K�L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H���H�[�W�H�Q�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H��
rectory which provide a bucolic landscape setting for the building, with its stone boundary wall, 
sweeping driveway, evidence of possible a tennis lawn or bowls lawn on a level platform to the 
front of the house and its visual connection to Lough Derg from its elevated position .

Social Special Interest
The social special interest of the rectory comes from its historic position as a centre of the religious 
and social life of the village. The overt association here is that of it being the home of the rector 
or vicar and thus the meeting point of the local congregation with their spiritual local spiritual 
�O�H�D�G�H�U�����0�R�U�H���V�X�E�W�O�\�����E�X�W���M�X�V�W���D�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�����L�V���W�K�H���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�F�W�R�U�\���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���V�R�P�H���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H��
away from the existing church and glebe ground as it is a demonstration of the intention that the 
rectory be at the heart of the community, and thus at the core of the spiritual and cultural life of 
the community.

Please refer to the Appendix 1 Architectural History of Mountshannon Rectory, Inish Cealtra, Co. 
Clare by Professor Lynda Mulvin for further details.
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INTRODUCTION

The following section describes the design approach which was adopted by McCullough Mulvin 
Architects and the wider design team in relation to each of the elements which comprise the 
development proposal. This description will provide the critical context of the project in relation to  
parameters such as built heritage, archaeology, ecology, environment and the visual landscape 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���K�R�Z���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H�V�H���D�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�O�L�H�Q�W�¶�V���E�U�L�H�I��

As noted in Section 01, the Inis Cealtra Visitor Experience is to be developed on Inis Cealtra (Holy 
Island) and the mainland, in two principal locations within Mountshannon Village. The project is 
�F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�G���R�I���G�L�‡�H�U�H�Q�W���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�V���V�H�W���R�X�W���E�H�O�R�Z��

Inis Cealtra Island
•	 �1�H�Z���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���M�H�W�W�\���D�Q�G���Z�D�O�N�Z�D�\���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W���Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G��
•	 New pedestrian paths on the island;
•	 ���Q�R�����1�H�Z���V�W�D�‡���D�Q�G���S�X�E�O�L�F���Z�H�O�I�D�U�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���µ�S�R�G�V�¶���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����D�Q�G

Mainland – Mountshannon
•	 New visitor centre to the southern part of the Old Rectory site;
•	 �5�H�F�R�Q�¿�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���0�R�X�Q�W�V�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q���+�D�U�E�R�X�U���F�D�U���S�D�U�N�����D�Q�G��
•	 Construction of a new public car park in Mountshannon Village.

INIS CEALTRA ISLAND

Demolition Works
To facilitate the development, it is proposed to demolish the existing concrete shelter adjacent to 
the existing pier at the north-west of the island.

�7�K�H�� �V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�� �L�V�� �V�L�P�S�O�H�� �L�Q�� �L�W�V�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �P�D�V�V�� �F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�� �Z�D�O�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �À�R�R�U�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �À�D�W��
�U�R�R�I�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �V�L�Q�J�O�H�� �Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�R�U���� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �J�U�R�V�V�� �À�R�R�U�� �D�U�H�D�� ���*�)�$���� �R�I�� �����P������ �7�K�L�V�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�� �Z�D�V��
likely used as a shelter by visitors and/or the former livestock farmer on the island. It will be 
�F�D�U�H�I�X�O�O�\���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���W�R���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���W�Z�R���Q�H�Z���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���E�X�L�O�W���µ�S�R�G�V�¶�����F�R�P�S�U�L�V�L�Q�J���D���Q�H�Z���V�K�H�O�W�H�U���I�R�U���Y�L�V�L�W�R�U�V��
�D�Q�G���U�H�V�W�U�R�R�P���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���V�W�D�‡�����5�H�I�H�U���W�R���&�(�0�3���E�\���0�D�O�D�F�K�\���:�D�O�V�K���	���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���I�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V����
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New Floating Access Jetty
�,�W���L�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���D���Q�H�Z���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���M�H�W�W�\���E�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H��
landing point to the northwest of the island. The existing concrete jetty is in poor condition and 
extends only a short distance into the lake, meaning the depth of water around it is relatively 
�V�K�D�O�O�R�Z�����O�L�P�L�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�L�]�H���R�I���E�R�D�W���Z�K�L�F�K���F�D�Q���O�D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���W�R���Y�H�U�\���V�P�D�O�O���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�����7�K�H���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D��
�Q�H�Z���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���M�H�W�W�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���H�[�W�H�Q�G�V���L�Q�W�R���G�H�H�S�H�U���Z�D�W�H�U���Z�L�O�O���D�O�O�R�Z���V�D�I�H�U���D�Q�G���P�R�U�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�H�Q�W���S�D�V�V�D�J�H��
between the mainland and the island, and this will become the principal point of arrival for visitors 
to the island. 

The location of the jetty has been carefully considered in relation to critical parameters such as 
�D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\�����H�F�R�O�R�J�\���D�Q�G���Q�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����7�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�����V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\��
the northeast) was advised by Waterways Ireland as the preferred location from a navigation point 
of view as this is the most sheltered location with respect to the prevailing northerly winds. An 
�X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�W�H�U���J�H�R�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���V�X�U�Y�H�\���D�Q�G���G�L�Y�H���V�X�U�Y�H�\���F�R�Q�¿�U�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V��
(principally log boats) grouped around the northeastern fringe of the island, indicating that this 
�Z�R�X�O�G���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���P�R�R�U�L�Q�J���E�R�D�W�V�����*�L�Y�H�Q���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���¿�Q�G�L�Q�J�V����
the re- use of the existing jetty location at the the northwest of the island was considered to be 
the most suitable location with the least impact. The geophysical and dive surveys uncovered 
no evidence of archaeological remains in the proposed area, the location avoids the protected 
Annex 1 habitat and the jetty has been designed as a breakwater jetty to help mitigate against 
wave action caused by prevailing winds from the south. The integration of the existing jetty into 
the structure of the new causeway structure on the shoreline means that the amount of existing 
�J�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���W�R���E�H���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�H�G���L�V���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W�O�\���U�H�G�X�F�H�G���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���D���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�D�V��
no existing structure. PART X APPLICATION INIS CEALTRA
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Hydrophilous tall herb fringe communities of plains and of the montane to alpine levels 6430
(Annex 1 Protected Habitat)
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 PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT PLAN (HOLY ISLAND MOORING)
SCALE 1:200
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1. All dimensions in meters unless otherwise stated.
2. All levels to ordinance datum Poolbeg.
3. Normal Summer level (NSL) 33.34m
4. Highest water level (HWL-2009) 34.76m. Normal High water level 34.1m.
5. Locating piles shall be circular hollow section (Steel grade S275) outside diameter 400mm minimum, with

a minimum wall thickness of 12mm. Pile length to be circa 12m. Canoe piles to be H piles 254mm x
254mm. Depth is based on site investigations

6. All steel piles shall be lightly blast cleaned and coated externally with a matt black isocyanate cured
epoxy pitch LPC2, factory applied according to manufactures recommendations.

7. Piles shall be cored / driven into rock to a minimum depth of 2.0m and shall be filled with mass concrete
grade C20 / 20 to approximately 0.5m above bed level.

8. The designer of the mooring, landing platform and access gangway shall confirm that the proposed
arrangement of locating piles and supporting piles are adequate for their mooring and access proposal.

........ Lifebuoy stand

........ 2.1m Navigation Contour

�3�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���Q�H�Z���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���M�H�W�W�\�������3�O�D�Q�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�������3�K�R�W�R�V���R�I���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���M�H�W�W�\���D�W��
Clonmacnoise

�7�K�H���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���L�V���P�D�G�H���X�S���R�I���I�R�X�U���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���S�D�U�W�V�����D���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���E�U�H�D�N�Z�D�W�H�U���M�H�W�W�\�����D���V�W�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H��
causeway, a steel access ramp connecting the two, and a smaller canoe launch jetty with access 
ramp.

�7�K�H���Q�H�Z���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���M�H�W�W�\���L�V���/�����V�K�D�S�H�G���L�Q���S�O�D�Q���D�Q�G���H�[�W�H�Q�G�V���R�X�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���O�D�N�H���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�������P�����7�K�L�V��
distance means that the jetty can be constructed without the need for dredging of the lakebed, 
which would have been required were it to have been constructed in shallower waters, mitigating 
�L�W�V���U�L�V�N���W�R���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�\�����,�W���L�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���D�V���D���E�U�H�D�N�Z�D�W�H�U���M�H�W�W�\���W�K�D�W���E�U�H�D�N�V���P�R�V�W���R�I���D���Z�D�Y�H�¶�V��
�F�U�H�V�W���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���D���V�D�I�H�U���P�R�R�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���L�Q�Q�H�U���M�H�W�W�\���D�U�H�D�����7�K�H���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���M�H�W�W�\���L�V�����P���Z�L�G�H���D�Q�G���L�V���K�H�O�G��
�L�Q���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���X�V�L�Q�J�����Q�R�������P�D�[�����������P�P���G�L�D�P�H�W�H�U���V�W�H�H�O���S�L�O�H�V�����,�W�¶�V���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���M�H�W�W�\���P�H�D�Q�V��
that it only requires the 4no. piles described, further mitigating any potential risk archaeology 
�Z�K�L�F�K���P�D�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���Z�H�U�H���L�W���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G���D�V���D���¿�[�H�G���S�L�H�U��

The causeway, which is constructed over the existing concrete jetty (which will remain in place) 
on the shore of the island, comprises a concrete anchor platform, held in place by 4no. 203mm 
H- piles, around which stone gabions are placed, built up to provide a level surface, 3m wide, 
which will be paved with stone. 

�$���������P���Z�L�G�H���V�W�H�H�O���D�F�F�H�V�V���U�D�P�S���Z�L�O�O���E�H���¿�W�W�H�G���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���W�Z�R�����E�H�L�Q�J���¿�[�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�Z�D�\���D�W���R�Q�H��
end and resting on the jetty at the other, allowing it move up and down with the rise and fall of the 
lake level.  

�$�� �Q�H�Z���� �V�P�D�O�O�H�U�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�� �M�H�W�W�\�� �I�R�U�� �F�D�Q�R�H�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �¿�[�H�G��
�F�D�X�V�H�Z�D�\���� �7�K�L�V���M�H�W�W�\�� �Z�L�O�O���E�H���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�H�O�G���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���X�V�L�Q�J�����Q�R���� �+���3�L�O�H�V���Y�L�E�U�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���O�D�N�H��
�E�H�G�����D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���E�H���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�X�V�H�Z�D�\���E�\���D���À�R�D�W�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���U�D�P�S��

Please refer to drawings and documents prepared by Waterways Ireland (WWI) for further details.

Photos of higher- value habitats to the northeast of Inis Cealtra
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